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ACCUPLACER ESL
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ACCUPLACER ESL Tests
 • Intended to place non-native speakers of English into various levels of ESL.
 • May be used separately or as a complete battery.
 • Are computer adaptive, except WritePlacer ESL.
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ACCUPLACER ESL Tests
 • ESL Reading Skills – 20 Questions • ESL Sentence Meaning – 20 Questions • ESL Language Use – 20 Questions • ESL Listening – 20 Questions • WritePlacer ESL
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ESL Reading Skills
 ESL Reading Skills Content Areas Approximate Percentage of Test*
 Reading Skills
 Literal Comprehension 30 - 70
 Inference 30 - 70
 Passages support either one or two questions:
 One Question passage 46 - 46
 Two Question passage 54 - 54
 * Percentages do not sum to 100 due to the ability of some items to meet multiple content requirements .
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ESL Sentence Meaning
 ESL Sentence Meaning Approximate Percentage of Test*
 Item types
 Fill in the Blank 35 - 65
 Multiple Choice - 4 choices 35 - 65
 Four areas tested
 Particles, Phrasal Verbs, Prepositions 10 - 30
 Adverbs, Adjectives, Connectives Sequence 15 - 40
 Basic Nouns and Verbs 40 - 65
 Basic and Important Idioms 5 - 15
 * Percentages do not sum to 100 due to the ability of some items to meet multiple content requirements.
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ESL Language Use
 ESL Language Use Approximate Percentage of Test*
 Item types
 Fill in the Blank 50 - 50
 Sentence Combining 50 - 50
 Six areas tested
 Nouns, Pronouns, Pronoun Case Structure 10 - 15
 Sentence Structure 20 - 25
 Subject-Verb Agreement 10 - 10
 Adjectives/Adverbs 10 - 15
 Verbs 20 - 20
 Subordination/Coordination 15 - 20
 * Percentages do not sum to 100 due to the ability of some items to meet multiple content requirements.
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ESL Listening
 ESL Listening Content Areas Approximate Percentage of Test*
 Literal Comprehension 40 – 60
 Identify the main idea or main subject of a passage
 Identify factual details and information
 Understand instructions
 Implied Meaning 40 - 60
 Understand the relationship between ideas (e.g. sequence of events, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, problem and solution)
 Make inferences
 Make predictions
 Identify the speaker’s purpose, tone, or point of view
 * Percentages do not sum to 100 due to the ability of some items to meet multiple content requirements .
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ESL Listening
 Dialogues are generally be 20 – 60 words long followed by a question Oral presentations, lectures, and discussions are 40 – 150 words long followed by a question

Page 9
                        

Sample Branching Profile
 ESL Reading Skills
 High Score
 Low Score
 Language Use
 WritePlacer ESL
 Sentence Meaning
 ESL Listening
 Placement Into Upper Levels of ESL
 Placement Into Lower Levels ESL
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Branching Profile: Test Scores & Background Questions
 Low score Reading
 Comprehension (native)
 +
 “No” to any
 1.Is English the first language you learned?
 2.Is English the language most often spoken in your home?
 3.Have you had at least 8 years of formal education in the US?
 ESL Reading Skills +
 Sentence Skills (native)
 ESL Language Usage
 High Scores
 Low Scores
 ESL Listening
 Placement
 Placement
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Accessibility Formats: COMPANIONTM
 Braille version Large print version Audio CDs Pencil/paper versions New scannable answer sheets—upload to
 ACCUPLACER platform with ACCUscan program
 Additional: – ACCUPLACER online is compatible with
 reading software programs – ACCUPLACER online has wizard feature for
 visually impaired
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WritePlacer ESL

Page 13
                        

WritePlacer ESL • Five available prompts.
 • Students write an essay to one of the prompts.
 • Essays are scored immediately by Intelligent Essay Assessor
 • Students receive holistic scores from 1 to 6 and individual
 feedback on four specific dimensions.
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WritePlacer ESL – Four Dimensions
 Organization and Development - The extent to which the writer is able to focus on the assigned topic and to develop ideas clearly. Word Use – The extent to which the writer is able to use a wide range of words and phrases accurately. Sentence Use - The extent to which the writer is able to use a variety and complexity of sentence patterns, independent/dependent clauses. Grammar - The extent to which the writer is able to express ideas using grammatically correct English.
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Holistic Score Description Individual Score Report
 6 The writing sample exhibits strong control of the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 5 The writing sample exhibits consistent control of the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 4 The writing sample exhibits moderate control of the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 3 The writing sample exhibits emerging competency in the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 2 The writing sample exhibits limited competency in the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 1 The writing sample exhibits little competency in the elements of on-demand essay writing in English.
 0 No holistic score – The writing sample has not been given a holistic score or the four dimension scores because it is either a blank page, illegible), insufficient (too short to assess), in a foreign language, or off topic.
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WritePlacer ESL - Six Point Scoring Rubric 6
 • The writing sample exhibits strong control of focus, organization and supporting details, with a sense of audience. The writing sample exhibits an insightful and engaging expression of ideas.
 • The writing sample exhibits a strong control of a wide and complex range of vocabulary, with infrequent errors in word selection, word forms and spelling.
 • The writing sample generally exhibits strong control of sophisticated and varied sentence structure, with few errors.
 • The writing sample exhibits strong control of grammatical forms. Some errors in word order, punctuation, and other aspects of grammar do not interfere with comprehension.
 Students who score 6 on WP ESL may be considered for placement into English Composition I.
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WritePlacer ESL - Six Point Scoring Rubric
 0
 • No holistic score – The writing sample has not been given a holistic score or the four dimension scores because it is either a blank page, insufficient (too short to assess), illegible, written in a foreign language, or off topic.
 These codes will be printed on the Individual Score Report B - Blank T - Too Short I - Illegible F - Foreign Language O - Off Topic
 This information can be found in the Program Manual.

Page 18
                        

Sample Individual Score Reports
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