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King Aurangzeb diad at Ahmednagar of February 20, 1707.1 This incident shows
 major changes in the history of Maratha as well as India. Emperor Aurangzeb who
 brought Adilshahi and Kutubshahi to an end within one or two years, could not succeed
 in ending Maratha kingdom. The seeds of disintegration of Mughal Empire were soun
 within few years after Aurangzeb's death.Many regional governments started splitting
 from Mughal empire, and became powerful.
 However, Maratha could not establish their collective empire, like Mughals.
 Maratha could expand their rule wherever it was possible.
 We will study the expansion of Maratha kingdom during the period of Chhatrapati
 Shahu Maharaj through this chapter. We will have to study pre and post era Swaraj of
 shahu Maharaj for proper comprehension of the chapter.
 Ranade M.G. writes "Shahu was released from the captivity as a leader of
 Maratha he reached South. The reason is that he has to work forthe unity of
 Maharashtra where his grandfather (Shivaji) ruled."2
 There was lawlessness in Maharashtra due to war. It appeared difficult to create
 a peaceful situation. Every one fought in the war so that their fortune to change for the
 better. Marathas had common objective while fighting the war, but after Mughal's defeat,
 the objective disappeared. Every one wanted to have independent rule.
 Zulfiquar khan advised empire to release shown Maharaj to create conflict and
 split in Marathas.
 Most of the people who were supporters of Tarabai, did not welcome Shahu.
 Pant Amaya and Pant Sachiv were away from Shahu Dhanaji, the senior Maratha
 leader, who knew that Shahu was on right path joined hands with Shahu.But,
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Chandrasen Jadhav, the son of Dhanaji Jadhav, he rebelled against Shahu after his
 father's death. First, Chandrasen joined hands with Tarabai and later with Nizam. Like
 other leaders, Khanderao Dabhade was strengthening his power in Khandesh while
 Parsoji Bhosale was strengthening his hold in Varhad Gondwan however, both were
 supporters of Shahu. Kokan was in the control of Kanhoji Angre, who was with Tarabai
 at the beginning and later, became supported of Shahu.
 Thus, many prominent sardars and leaders joined Shahu, Tarabai and Nizam in
 equal numbers. It was seen that thorat chavan and Khatavkar troubled shahu more.
 Shahu had satara district and forts in hilly areas only in his rule. His first job was to keep
 floating the sinking ship of Maratha. He strengthened the empire and safauarded
 Swaraj. It is importants here to examines the expansion of empire during his period.
 4.1 Arrival of shahu in Maharashtra and Acquirement of the
 state :
 After his release Shahu startup proceeding towards Maharashtra from Malwa.
 We have studied this in earlier chapter. As he had no Army, Shahu was accompanied
 by his few servants.
 Savai Jaisingh and other Rajpouts, who were in south, were supporting Shahu
 fully. "Swami and Savai Jaisingh had close relationship for the post many years."3
 At the beginning shahu went to Mohansingh of vijagarh (Vadvadi) for the help.
 Mohansihgh assisted him by making available army and finance. Sardesai G.S. writers
 "Shahu reached khandesh by evading bandobast of Mughals through saatpuda,
 Vijagarh and Sultanpur. Jotyaji along with Azam Shah went to South to bring titles. He
 receive of titles from Bahadur shah on August 3 at Gwalior. This was mentioned in
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Akhber."4 These titles are not available though shahu he did not get support initially, yet
 had sympathy from people of Maharashtra. Not only Hindus but also Muslims supported
 Shahu.
 The reason is that the Empire, Aurangzeb had released him on condition and
 there was no wrath by Mughals. This benefitted Shahu a lot. So, landloards and leaders
 of the Army joining hands with Shahu. They also left the impression of their generosity.
 4.1.1 Stay of Shahu Maharaj in Lambkani :
 A landlord Ambu Bande alias Kadam Bande joined hands with shahu, who was
 in Kokarmudi fort near Sultanpur. Both oif them entred Lamkani by the end of May
 1707.5 They stayed at Lambkani for a month. Shahu sent letters every where, urging
 everyone to support and join hands with him. A Maratha sardar, Malhar Tukdev joined
 shahu, was first among all.
 Purandare Dafter B.T. Sent a letter to Malhar tukdev. In the letter, he says,
 "Swami has arrived at his own country. You met swami first among all you showed
 boyalty with swami".6 We have come to know through that Shahu praised him (Tukdev).
 Later, local landlord Sujansingh Raval helped shahu a lot. But, Shahu got main
 support from Parsoji Bhosale. Shahu wrote a letter to Kulkarni Bapuji Sonaji Dighe of
 Muthe basin, on June 26, 1708. Parsnis D.B. Gave this in Aitehasik Tipne, as "When
 swami returned from other country, you met Swami who was staying at Lambkani. You
 also brought Parsoji with you to meet swami and you also served Swami sincerely."7
 On the basis of this, we know that Parsoji and his, brother Sabaji joined hands
 with Shahu. Haibutrao, Nimbalkar and Nemaji Shinde met Shahu after confirming that
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he had established himself. Matalik of Peshwa, Chimnaji damodar also joined hands
 with Shahu.
 He had a body of people, including Parsoji, Kanhoji Bhosale, in Mansingh More,
 Kadam Bande, Nemaji Shinde, Heibatrao Nimbalkar, Rustarao Jadhav, Chimnaji
 Damodhar, Chamblikar Ganesh, Shankar Sarnaike, Keso Trimal Pingle, Ramchandra
 Tiimbak Waknis, Pantaji Shivedev, Hanmante, Raiji Prabhu, Krishnaji Naras, Prabhu,
 Anandrao Prabhu, Mahadji Yamji Bokil and Purandare Medshi.
 4.1.2 Arrival of Shahu in Ahmednagar : Apposition o f Tarabai :
 Shahu reached Ahmednagar in August from Lambkani. He stayed there for two
 months and did many works. Sardesai mentioned in his book 'Marathi Riyasat, Volume -
 3', tha there was a feeling that they were organising Maharashtra. This was on the basis
 of a letter of the era.
 The letter was given the borke as "You met swami of Godvari basin. You
 appeared to be worried about evelfore of Maharashtra".8
 Before going to Ahmednagar, Shahu sent a letter to Tarabai. In letter he says, "I
 have returned to our Maharashtra and I will rule here. It is also the order of the Empire.
 You are my mother. I will leave no stone unturned to help you (Tarabai). Your blessing
 and experience will help me for further aggrestion."9
 After reaching ahmednagar, Shahu started talks with Tarabai and waited for two
 months to bring out a solution. This shows that he tried to avoid war with Tarabai.
 When Tarabai was given this information, she opposed to shahu's becoming
 ruler. She spread a rumour that he is not a real Shahu, but a imposter. It did not work.
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The reason is that he had inhabited here for 25 years and was acquainted with top
 people of the state. Tarabai apposed Shahu openly and gave a reply blatantly.
 She issued a decree stating that Shahu had no right to be a ruler of the state and
 she will not give me power."10
 Another letter refusing power to Shahu as follows "Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
 wanted to make Rajaram his heir instead of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. So, you have no
 relation units / his state."
 The above point raffed by Tarabai was baseless. The reason is that the province
 protected by Rajaram, after the death of Sambhaji, was established by Chhatrapati
 Shivaji Maharaj himself. Even Rajaram while ruting the province, recognising Shahu a
 heir of Maratha dynasty. At that time Shahu was in the captivity of Aurangzeb. Refusing
 right of power, Tarabai started preparing for a battle with Shahu. The assumption of a
 civil war by Mughal states men, ofter the release of Shahu, proved right. The conflict
 between Tarabai and Shahu finally started. The ambitious Tarabai was not ready to give
 up power.11
 Shivaji – I, the son of Tarabai, was some what lunatic and she wanted to make
 him hier of the kingdom.
 This was known to everyone and affected the side of Tarabai.
 Some historians here says that Marathe shahi had to face a loss as Shahu had
 support of Mughal Empire. They felt that spirit of independence of Tarabai was fruit full
 for the state. However, at one time Tarabai showed readiness to work with the help of
 Mughals, on the line of Shahu.12 So, she did not have much base for her claim of
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independent rule. Infact, Tarabai should have maintained harmony to avoid civil was. If
 she had done so, rise of Nizam would not have happened.
 Tarabai issued decree that Shahu should be caught and, kille when he was in
 Ahmadnagar, "Says Bakharkar" Many to ok oath of loyalty so that no one would joined
 hands with Shahu.13
 Except when Shahu was staying in Ahmednagar, he did many things of politics.
 One of these things was that he visited motherland of Aurangzeb at Khuldabat."14 At the
 same time, he started gaining a foothold in adjoining regions.
 When Shahu's men went to Parad Gadi Patil of the village attacked on them with
 guns. Shahu's men repulsed the attack and took the village in their control. Patil of the
 village, Shahaji Lokhande was killed in the clash. Wife of the Patil, handed over son and
 said, "Save him".
 Those who were unjust are not more. It was not guilty of this child.
 The child was named a Fattesing Bhosale, who, later, became prince and was
 Jahagir of Akkalkot.15 This has brought fame to Shahu.
 4.1.3 Battle of Khed : Victory of Shahu : (October 12, 1707 ) :
 Sardesai G.S. writes, "Shahu Showed his qualities, including courage, spirit,
 determination and diplomacy, in a such way that,four to fie month of the beginning. The
 ambition of Tarabai could not be completed due to demonstration of these avalitig by
 shahu.16 If Shahu preferred to solve internal dispute with mutual
 understading,But,Tarabai sent Army to finish him.This foced Shahu to prepare for a
 battle.

Page 10
                        

The Army of Tarabi was led by Dhanaji jadhav and Parshuram Trimbak Shahu
 reached Khed (Rajgurunagar), which is in south of Pune from Ahemednagar. War like
 situation was spead at Khed. Despite this, Shahu asked Dhanaji jadhav to meet him to
 solve the matter mutally. Also, Khando Ballal, Balaji Vishwanth and Naro Ram
 convinced Dhanaji about how the side of Shahu is on right path. Suddenly,Dhanaji
 jadhav joined Shhu strengthening latter side.
 The descripation of the battle in Chitnis Bakhar is given as ‘Maharaj became
 rearly for the battle. Dhanaji jadhav and his men started attacking enemy. Parsoji
 Bhosle and Chimaji were also the member of cavalry.he got support and respect withi in
 5,000 to 10,000 cavalary members, all the soldiers of Tarabai field from battle field. The
 leader of the warriors left the battle field by saluting Shahu. Shahu staged at the
 battlefield and did the work of people. He also honaured people with gifts. He met his
 general of soldiers second day and gave attires of general and honours. Costumes of
 chitnisi were given to Khandoi Ballal."17
 On the basis of this, we came to know that Khando Ballal met shahu before the
 battle am also conviced Dhanaji Jadhav, Parshuram and his men had to face a defeat in
 the battle on October 12, 1707 and later, flied to Satara.
 Sardesai G.S. writes, "After the victory in the battled of Khed, he considered
 himself be ruler of the state and also issued decrees as Shri Raja Shahu Chhatrapati."18
 This shows that Tarabai lost the battle as she herself was not present at the
 battlefied and sudden withdrawal of Dhanaji Jadhav. Also, Ramchandrapant Amatya did
 not help Tarabai whole heartedly.
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Tarabai had no trust on Ramchandrapant. Parshurampant was the trusted men
 of Tarabai, So, Ramchandrapant was bearing a gradge about him. It was mentioned in
 the Bakhar that Parshurampant used to interested in the administration of
 Ramchandrapant. It was also found in the history of Bhor Sansthan. Shahu adopted
 aggressive policy after big guns joined him.
 4.1.4 Dominence of Shahu on Satara : (January 1, 17 08) :
 Taking into account further political move after the victory at khed, he reached at
 Chirval Via Alandi, Tuljapur, Pune Jejuri, Virwaleh.19 This was the important place of
 Sachiv. Strong Supporter of Tarabai, Shankarji Narayan used to live at Rohid.
 Deshpande P.N. writes, "Shankarji who was Sachiv and old diplomat, committed
 suicide as he could not bear the conflict between Tarabai and Shahu. Shahu consoted
 the family of Sachiv. He gave the post of Sachiv to Naro Shankar the son of Shankarji",
 this gives ideal aj generosity of shahu.20
 Shahu established his rule Maval region by conquering forts like Torna Rajgarh
 and Rohida.When Shahu reached Chandanvan near Satara, Tarabai assigned her
 generals to fight with him and proceeded toward Panhalgarth.21 Shahu asked the
 generals of Tarabai to hand over Satara to him. However, without bothering, the
 soldiers of Tarabai started fighting a battle. Sentry of the fort Shaikh Meera was fighting
 desperatly. Shaikh Meera surrendered to Shahu when his family was caught and
 brought there Shaikh Meera suddenly caught Parshuram and handed him over to
 Shahu. The fort music was played in the morning of Saturday as a part of celebration of
 victory.22
 4.1.5 Coronation of Shahu in Satara in January, 12, 1708 :
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In January, 12, 1708 Satara (Capital) came under the control of Shahu within
 eight months since leaving form Malwa. He become the ruler of Satara on January,
 1708. He got caronated himself on this date. Shahu made Satara his capital.23
 He also appointed his prime minister and other officers. Description of this can be
 found in books like 'Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaj (P.435),' 'Peshwe Dafter Vol-1
 (P.308-264)', Marathi Riyasat (P.513, Vol.3). First two books were written by V.S.
 Bendre while the last one was penned by Sardesai G.S.
 Sardesai G.S. writes, "One thing should be kept in mind about the appointments.
 Shivaji used two rules while make appointments, one was that not a single inch of land
 to be allowed to take while, another was that the jobs should be given on the basis of
 eligibility and not on the basis of heredity. Shahu changed both the rules due to existing
 situation."24
 4.2 Problems Before Chhatrapati Shahu : Wave of Op position:
 Chhatrapati Shahu started his administration from Satara, but, the challenge and
 other problems were not over. So, after coronation, Shahu had to pay attention towards
 these problems.
 4.2.1 Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj and Bahadur Shah :
 Historians had misunderstanding while studying the condition of Shahu, So, they
 presented his various roles.
 After his release from captivity, he was supposed to fight with his paternal aunt
 as he was unworried due to good relations with Empire. This was a common belief. But,
 this was totally wrong. Empire had not given any written assuarance or agreement
 except a power of subjection. The effect of Aurangzeb's death could be seen after 25 to
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30 years. All the three sons were brave and experienced and could conquer south, the
 ambition of their father. This was necessary to keep in mind while studying situation of
 Shahu.
 There was a struggle for power in Mughal royal family on the line of Maratha
 empire. Azamshah and Shah Alam fought a battle in 1707, near Agra. Azam Shah was
 killed in the battle. Shah Alam assumed the title of "Bahadur Shah" and declared him
 self the heir of Delhi throne.25
 Sardesai G.S. writes, "After assuming the power, he (Shah Alam) launched a
 campaign against Kambaksha in South. This gave sleepless nights to Shahu and his
 chiefs.26 Shah Alam was in Jaipur when the coronations of Shahu Maharaj was being
 held. The emperor entered Ahmednagar when shahu was fighting with Tarabai at
 battledfield in 1708.
 Emperor reached Bidar via Ahmednagar in October '1708' and sought help from
 Shahu. Shahu Maharaj sent Nemaji Shinde rather than going himself. Shahu expected
 that he would claim his right over Swaraj from Bahadur Shah. Kambaksh and Bahadur
 Shah fought a war at Hyderabad, on February, 1709. Kambaksh lost the war and was
 killed. Shahu had not established himself completely in Maharashtra. He sent his two
 representatives – Gadadhar Prahlad and Raibhanji to meet Bahadur Shah who was
 returning Ahmednagar in May 1709. The reason was that Zulfiquar Khan who was
 supporting Shahu, raised the issue of giving titles of Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi
 collections to Shahu.
 At the same time, the supporter of Tarabai reached Ahmednagar and made
 same demand. Munim Khan, who was rival of Zulfiquar Khan, was the supported of
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Tarabai. It was difficult for Emperor to take decision on awarding titles of Chauthai and
 Sardeshmukhi, So, Vazir asked both the parties to clear who was the heir of Maratha.
 Any one of them, who would have right, would be given titles. Bahadur Shah accepted
 the solution. Both the parties were upset over it. In fact, it was a conspiracy of Mughal to
 cause to fight and to weaken Maratha.
 The above solution was an obstacle for further political movements of Shahu. It
 was difficult for Shahu to fight with Bahadur Shah and Tarabai openly, therefore, he
 kept good relations with the emperor and started establishing himself.
 4.2.2 Opposition of Tarabai continues :
 Shahu Maharaj to launch a drive to conquer Panhala, but he made a last attempt
 to have good relations with Tarabai before it.He sent a one-sided pact for peace to
 Tarabai by giving her a separate part of the region.If he could succeed in this attempt,
 both of them could expand their dominance and empire.
 S.M. Garge writes, "It was suggested in the pact that Tarabai should abandon the
 region in the South of Varna river. The fort of this region should be in the custody of
 Tarabai. The area from the convergence of Varna and Krishna rivers to Tungbhadra,
 should be brought in his control. The land from Panchamahal to Akole in Kokan region
 should be in the custody Tarabai."27
 The details of conditions of the pact was given in the book "Historical Resources
 of Karveer Chhatrapati Dynasty." You can find the details of conditions of p.64 of the
 book.
 There was no doubt that the efforts of Shahu Maharaj to settle the dispute of
 brotherhood was remarkable politically and from family point of view. But, due greed of
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power of Tarabai the peace deal could not be excuted. The political centre of Tarabai
 was 60 miles from Panhala in Satara. Shahu had to use weapons to crush the
 opposition of local. He laid a siege to Panhala in February, 1708. He also established
 posts at Vasantgrh, Pawangarh, Kolhapur while going towards Panhala.
 Shahu also conquered Vishalgarh. He took Panhala fort in his custody with
 valour. However, Tarabai had already left the fort. So, he could not achieve his goal, on
 the contrary, it benefitted Tarabai.Formulating a diplomatic strategy, Tarabai went to
 Sindhudurga fort in Malwan via Rangan.
 Piraji Ghorpade was entitled to fight to capture Rangna fort.
 Shahu tried to conquer the fort before Mansoon season, but, he could not
 succeed. The reason was that Tarabai gave the post of Amatya to Ramchandra and
 asked him to protect it. This became easy for Tarabai to stop Shahu from conquering.
 Garge S.M. writes, when Shahu Maharaj was climbing up a hill near Rangna, his
 horse got slipped. Khando Ballar resued him. After this incident, he decided to abandon
 the compaign to take this fort and marched back towards Panhalgarh. Thus, first time,
 Shahu had to face defeat while attacking Rangna fort. Encouraged by the incident,
 Tarabai conqured Panhala fort and established his domination again.28
 Another reason of Shahu Maharaj's diversion of mind was the arrival of Bahadur
 Shah in South. He imagined that he would weaken the side of Tarabai, on the support
 of Bahadur Shah.
 4.2.3 Death of Dhanaji Jadhav (26 th June, 1708) :
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Dhanaji Jadhav, an experienced and senior general and backbone of Shahu died
 on June 26, 1708, at Vadgaon near Varna river. In her, one of the letters, it was found
 that Tarabai praised for his bravery and loyalty to Shahu.
 As said by Riyasatkar Sardesai, "It was a great loss for Shahu, as Dhanaji Jadhav, who
 was experienced and did many big works and disciplined the state."29
 4.2.4 Revolt of Chandrasen Jadhav :
 The year 1709, A.D. was adverse for Shahu. He did not get response from
 Mughal Emperor. The side of Shahu was weakned following death of Dhanaji Jadhav.
 Chandrasen Jadhav was appointed commandar-in-chief after his father Dhanaji
 Jadhav's death. At one side Chandrasen was brave. But, on the other side, he was
 fickle. Shahu was dependent on Chandrasen after the death of Persoji Bhosale. Later,
 Shahu felt that depending, on Chandrasen will be a risk, so, he made Balaji Vishwanath
 as commander-in-chief. Both Tarabai and Mughal subhedar started attracting Jadhav
 towards them.
 Sardesai G.S. Writes, "After getting strong support from Khan Chandrasen
 started blackmailing Shahu."30
 Later, he hatched a plot to dethrone Shahu. Chandrasen wrote a letter to Tarabai
 on August 13, 1711. A.D. In the letter he Said, "Without considering greed from Shahu, I
 have allowed Rajaji Dhanaji Thorat, Shahaji Nimbalkar and Santaji Pandure, to join us.
 Please send Parshuram Pant and Khanderao Dabhade for our help."31 This indicates
 that he had hatched a conspiracy against Shahu.
 Jadhav could not succeed in his plan as Shahu had come to know about it. He
 was waiting for the opportunity to rebel openly. There was a dispute over the protection
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of deer. Shahu had sent Chandrasen and Balaji to take action against rebel chiefs.
 Balaji refused to hand over deer to Chandrasen. So, Chandrasen sent soldiers to kill
 Balaji. Balaji went to Satara with his army men. Chandrasen gave a threat to Shahu not
 to give shelter to Balaji.32
 Shahu decided to punish Chandrasen for his arrogant attitude. Shahu sent
 Haibatrao Nimbalkar to teach a lesson to Chandrasen.
 4.2.5 Revolt of Khatavkar and others :
 Many started doing rebelling against Shahu, seeing revolt of Chandrasen
 Jadhav. One of them was Khatavkar, who started rioting. The Khatavkar family was
 loyal to Mughals since beginning. We find the description of this incident in one of the
 Shahu's decrees. The description was written like, "The army was camping on the
 premises of the fort. Khatavkar did not meet Shahu and paid no respect to him. So,
 Kasbe along with army went to fight with Khatavkar on December 2, 1711.In the battle,
 Tukdoji Gaikwad, gave his life for Shahu."33 We also get the date of battle through the
 description.
 Shahu also sent Balaji to punish Khatavkar, when Parshuram Pant was in
 captivity. Parshuram Pant sent his son Shripantrao alongwith Balaji. Krishnarao
 Khatavkar was killed in the battle.
 Shahu Maharaj pardoned the children of Khatavkar and kept vatan with them.
 Delighted over the bravery of Shripantrao, Shahu Maharaj released his father
 'Parshurampant' from the captivity. He was given Peshwai and later, the post of
 representative.
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The agonies of Damoji Thorat, Hindurao Ghorpade,Sambhaji Nimbalkar and
 Udaji Chavan, who were the chiefs, were the same.The power of these chiefs started
 declining after Balaji brought titles from the Emperor. But, revolt was still out of control
 of Shahu. The reason is that Sambhaji of Kolhapur, Nizam and Peshwas used to give
 support to such kind of chiefs.
 Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj, Peshwe and Shinde got chance to strengthen
 Maratha empire for next 100 years through unstability and unrest in the rejoin and the
 country.
 Kanhoji Angre joined hands with Shahu.
 Balaji and Kanhoji met near Walwan in Lonavala in January, 1714.
 They signed a pact with each other on February 28, 1714 and fixed the
 boundaries of the region for control. The past of 'Sarkhel' was maintained. Later, Shahu
 and Kanhoji met at Jejuri. Shahu honoured Kanhoji.
 Vasantrao Khoja wrote letters in this regard.
 The letters show that "Shahu asked Abaji Waad that there was an occasion to
 meet Kanhoji Angre Shahu sent gift to Kanhoji".34
 Marathas could move forward after Shahu became unworried about western coastal
 area through Kanhoji.
 4.2.6 Challenge of Kanhoji Angre:
 The Naval fleet established by Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was further develoed
 by Kanhoji Angre in the western coast and established his superiority over it. He had
 played a vital role in the independence of the Marathas. Hence, Rajaram Maharaj
 conferred the title of 'Sarkhel' on him.35
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The naval fleet of Kanhoji Angre was so powerful that even the Siddhis,
 Portuguese and the British were afraid of his might. When Chandrasen had mutined,
 Kanhoji went to Tarabai. From the inspiration of Tarabai, he defeated the forces of
 Shahu Maharaj in Konkan and established his supremacy over Tajmachi, Tung, Tikona,
 Lohgadh and other important forts and created a challenge for Shahu Maharaj. Then,
 Shahu Maharaj sent Peshwa Bahiropant with the Pingle Sena to defeat Kanhoji.
 However, Kanhoji proved stronger than Bahiropant arrested him in 1713.36 This had
 worried Shahu Maharaj a lot because the challenged palced by Kanhoji was very
 severe and Shahu did not had any able and confident sardar with him. Hence, he
 assigned this task to Balaji Vishwanath.
 4.3 Rise and work of Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath:
 The tenure of Shahu Maharaj was under seveal controvercies owing to various
 event occured in this tenure. During this period, the able and confident persons who
 proved to the pillars of the Marath Empire emerged. It is very important to have such
 persons to run the efficient adminstration. Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj had the unique
 ability to understand the caliber of a person and to nurture them according to the
 situation. As a result, he spotted the able persons and took their help in the expansion
 of the empire. One of the most ablest of them was Balaji Vishwanath.
 Balaji Vishwanath Bhat was the native of Shrivardhan in the Konkan region. His
 dynasty had the control over Rajapuri and Shrivardhan Parganas and was the
 Deshmukhs of this Parganas. Bajaji Vishwanath left Konkan and went to the Ghat due
 to the opposing activities of the Siddhis of Janjira.In 1696, Balaji had the Deshmukh and
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the member position. In 1699 to 1702, he shouldered the responsibility as Subhedar
 during the tenure of Chatrapati Rajaram.37
 Later, he went into the service of Dhanaji Jadhav. He had tremendous respect for
 Shahu Maharaj. When, Shahu Maharaj was released from the captivity of the Mughals
 and reached in the state of Maharashtra, then Balaji was the person who had organised
 a meeting of Shahu Maharaj and Dhanaji Jadhav. During the revolt of Chandrasen
 Jadhav, Balaji had made a commendable assistance to Shahu Maharaj. He establshed
 and reorganised a new army. Shahu had granted the post of Senapati to him for this
 reason.38 Later, he curbed the revolts of Khataokar, Udaji, Chavan and Damaji Thorat
 and other sardars and elaborate the way for the expansion of the Maratha Empire.
 4.3.1 Negotiation with Kanhoji Angre:
 Peshwa Bahiropant Pingle was arrested by Angre. Hence, Shahu Maharaj
 assigned the task to contol Kanhoji to Parshuram Pant. However, Parshuram Pant was
 not willing to accomplish the task. Then, Balaji requested Shahu Maharaj to assign this
 task to him. He also demanded to give him the postition of Peshwa and other rights in
 the lieu of accomplishing this task. Hence, Shahu Maharaj on November 16, 1713,
 conferred the title of Peshwa on Balaji.39
 After gaining the position of the Peshwa, Balaji started activities against Kanhoji
 Angre. It was a very difficult task to gain control over Kanhoji through war, hence, he
 adopted the cordial and affectionate policies against Kanhoji and adopted the policy for
 brining Kanhoji in favour of Shahu Maharaj. Both were the residents of the same region
 and hence, this fact proved beneficial in accomplishing the task.

Page 21
                        

S.M. Garge writes – Balaji wrote letters in eulogy of Kanhoji Angre. He
 mentioned that the position of Peshwa has been actually conferred on the Angre
 dynasty as both are the residents of the same region. He also made Kanhoji understand
 that it is beneficial for him to get under the patronage of Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj. He
 told him that it is very important that the patronage of Shahu Maharaj is essential to
 maintain a control over Siddhis, British and the Portuguese. He also assured that the
 title of 'Sarkhel' will be retained on him.40
 Due to this meaneovaring policy, Kanhoji came to the side of Shahu Maharaj. A
 meeting between Kanjoji and Balaji was held at Walwan near Lonawala in January
 1714. A pact was accomplished in February 28, 1714 in which the area under this
 control was prescribed while the epithit of 'Sarkhel' was retained on him.
 Later, Shahu Maharaj and Kanhoji met at Jejuri and Maharaj gave him a grand
 welcome and felicitated him. The detailed information about this is available in the
 letters of Vasantrao Khoja, which mentions, "Swamiji (Shahu) had issued a decree to
 Abaji Wad in which the reference of the meeting with Rajashtree Kanhoji Angre is
 mentioned. "If anyone who would not have given the epithets, honour and robes should
 be given these and should made available for the services."41 The western coast was
 hence strenghten for the assistance of Chatrapati Shahu. As a result, the Marathas
 started wandering the various parts of the country for the expansion ov the empire.
 4.3.2 Politics of Syed brothers in Delhi : Partici pation of Shahu in Politics:
 Daud Khan Patri, nizam Unmulk, Syed Hussain Ali and Alam Ali were the
 governors of western province, appointed by the emperor.
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But, they had no mutual understanding. Shahu had directed his attentions
 towards court of Badshah (Emperor) and its happening. He got himself involved in Delhi
 politics to reduce split in Marathi state and to strengthen his grip over it.
 Emperor Bahadur Shah died in February 1712 and Zahand Shah ascended the
 throne. However, Farooque Shiyar ascended the, throne by assassignating Zahand
 Shah in 1713.42
 Syed Brothers helped Farooque Shiyar to snatch the throne. Their dominance
 increased such a way that, Syed brothers started taking the rule in their hands. Emperor
 felt it and decided to eliminate them. The emperor appointed Hussain Ali governor of
 southern province as a part of splitting Syed brothers. The governor of this province
 Nizam Unmulk was shifted to other place before appointing Hussain Ali.
 4.3.2.1 Arrival of Syed Hussain in Southern Provinc e:
 Syed Hussain was nursing ill will about Maratha as he had gathered army to wipe
 out them. But, he had to keep good relations with Marathas due to double policy of
 Faroaue Shiyar.His arrival in South was fruitful for Marathas as Shahu could use it with
 the diplomacy of Balaji.
 By appointing Syed Hussain governor of Southern province the emperor wanted
 to kill him (Hussain).The emperor secretly directed Daud Khan of Gujarat to kill Hussain,
 who started proceeding towards South.Daud Khan and Syed Hussain fought near
 Burhanpur on August 26, 1715. Daud Khan was defeated and killed in the battle.43Syed
 Hussain started taking efforts to bring peace in the province and was involved in
 resisting Marathas for two years.
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But, he wanted to maintain relations with Shahu Maharaj due to fame and
 political happenings. On the other side Shahu was also in need of friendship with Syed
 to strengthen his grip. Both showed political diplomacy in it.
 4.3.2.2 Treaty of Chauthai:
 Farooque Shiyar made a wing to make insecurity for Syed in Delhi.
 So, Syed Hassan asked his brother Syed Hussain to come to Delhi.
 This was a revolutionary decision of Syed Husain to face the Emperor. Emperor
 decided to take help of Marathas.In 1718 A.D., Hussain Ali signed a treaty with Shahu
 Maharaj through Shankarji Malhar.This agreement is known as treaty Chauthai."44
 The important points of the treaty are as follows :
 1. Handing over Swaraj and all forts of Chhattrapati Shivaji Maharaj's era Shahu
 Maharaj.
 2. The regions like Khandesh, Gondwan, Varhad, Hyderabad, Karnataka which
 were sold by Maratha chiefs to Mughals, should be attached to Maratha Swaraj.
 3. Maratha should be allowed to collect Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi in Southern
 part which was in the control of Mughals. Marathas should keep their army of
 15,000 soldiers to help Mughals and to put check on decoties and thefts in
 Southern part against the collection of Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi.
 4. Shahu should not trouble Sambhaji of Kolhapur.
 5. Marathas should give extortion of Rs.10 lakh every year to Mughal Emperor.
 6. Shahu Maharaj should send his mother, family, son of Sambhaji Madansingh etc
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Sardesai G.S. writes "Shahu could strengthen his grip after signing the treaty.
 People could see the duty of Shahu. It also brought fame to him. His chiefs started
 obeying his orders."44
 Emperor did not like the treaty of Hussain Ali with Maratha.The emperor
 suspected the treat between Hussain Ali and Maratha was a conspiracy against him.
 So, the emperor rejected the treaty and started preparations to wage a war against
 Syed Brothers.

Page 25
                        

4.3.3 Invasion of Balaji Vishwanath on Delhi :
 After discovering activities of the emperor, Syed Brothers took the helps of
 Maratha and marched towards Delhi in 1718. Farooque Siyar called Sarbuland Khan
 from Patna, Nizam from Marobaad and Ajit Singh from Gujarat in Delhi. However, when
 they reached near Delhi, the trio joined hands with Syed Brothers.Syed Hussain,
 accompanied by Balaji Vishwanath, Khandoba Ballal, Khanderao Dabhade, Udaji,
 Keroji, Tukdoji Pawar, Ramoji, Santaji Bhosale, Shaikh Meera and Naro Shankar
 started marching towards Delhi for invasion.
 Sardesai G.S. writes "Hussain Ali had signed an agreement about Rs.50,000
 daily for army expenses, till soldies return. It was also mentioned in the agreement that
 the emperor would give assurance of above agreement."45
 No chief of emperor could stand before syed. Syed Brothers, with the help of
 Maratha army, cordoned off the city and also claimed control over the palace. Farooque
 Siyer was caught. Santaji Bhosale and Balajipant Bhanu were killed in the clash.46
 Deshpande P.N. writes "Syed Brothers dethroned Farooque Siyers and made
 Rafi-Udrajat an emperor. However, afraid of death Rafi Udrajat gave title of 'Muhammed
 Shah' to great grand son of Auragzeb "Mohammed Akthar" and also enthroned him as
 an emperor in Delhi."47
 4.3.4 Awarding Swaraj, Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi t itles :
 Syed Brothers got sanctioned treaty of Shahu Hussain Ali on March, 13, 1719
 from the emperor when revolution was taking place in Delhi.Titles were prepared as
 Chhatrapati Shahu.Shahu got approved title of Chauthai, Swaraj and Sardeshmukhi
 from the emperor. The agreement of Chauthai was completed on March 2, 1719 while
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agreement of Sardeshmukhi on march 11, 1719. Besides these two agreements, there
 was another agreement, i.e. 'Swaraj' in the hands of Maratha.Balaji Vishwanath started
 his return journey on march 20, 1719. From Delhi after completing Kashiyatra Balaji
 Vishwanath was in Aurangabad in June ad he reached satara in July. Mother of Shahu
 Maharaj reached Satara.
 Shahu welcomed Balaji Vishwanath and other Maratha chiefs when they reached
 Satara.Malhar Ramrao chitins arites "Balaji and other Maratha chiefs met Shahu and
 showed honour to him. Around 1500 Maratha soleirs died in Delhi clashes, proment
 among them were Santaji Bhosale and Balaji Bhanu, who were top Maratha
 fighters.Balaji had collected the compensation of loss from Syed Brothers when he was
 in Delhi. However Shahu expressed gratitude to the families of deceased by giving
 vatan and loyalty certificates."
 Rajoji, the brother of Santaji bhosale, was awarded the title of 'Savai Santajirao'
 by emperor of Delhi.Shahu also gave 'Mauje Waksai' village to the son 'Janardhan' and
 brothers Santaji of Santaji Bhosale as a gift. Balaji was also given in gift.48
 The most important thing of the compaign was that bringing love and peace
 among princese of Marathas. This proved helpful for Marathas in coming years.
 4.3.5 Matoshri Yesubai release and Arrival in Maha rashtra
 The whole life of Maharani Yesubai was an example of struggle. She kept facing
 many problems and leading taugh life. After her release, she reached Maharashtra and
 started living with her son 'Shahu' till her last breath. The emperor held her in captivity
 since 1690.
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She passed days in the captivity by behaving well till 1706. Shivde S.S. write's
 "History will not forget the job of Balaji done for Yesubai Dhe credit of bringing Maratha
 Maharani back after the captivity of 29 years of Mughal, goes to Balaji."49The detail
 about correspondence between Shahu Raje and his mother Yesubai can be found in
 notes of Jasunda. The letters about the release of yesubai are available. These were
 given appendix.
 Sambhaji Raje (Second) of Kolhapur learnt about arrival of Yesubai in Satara. He
 wrote a letter to Shahu. He Says in the letter "matoshri has arrived in Satara.
 Just I have came to know about it."
 Yesubai arrived in Satara on July 8, 1719. A.D. the description about her
 participation in religious programmes during her stay at Satara can be found. She took
 lead in setting internal disputes of the family.
 Shivde S.S. writes "Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj and Chhatrapati Sambhaji
 Maharaj (II) signed a treaty at warna on April 13, 1731. Both of them set aside their
 differences and yesubai had alion's share is it.50
 Sambhaji Raje of Kolhapur wrote a letter to Shahu after the death of Yesubai. In
 his letters, Sambhaji Raje consoled Shahu.Shahu constructed 'Vrundavan Sangam' at
 Mahuli after the death of Yesubai."51
 4.3.6 Death of Peshwa balaji, Vishwanath on April 2 , 1720 :
 Balaji Vishwanath could not live long after establishing administration new
 state.He tried to control the activities of Sambhaji by invading Kolhapur in 1719 A.D.He
 died on April 2, 1720.52
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He was Peshwa for just seven years, But, during his brief tenure, he
 strengthened the foundation of Maratha empire freshly.Balaji Vishwanath provided a
 new platform to Marathas by helping Shahu during his difficult time. Maratha Mandal
 was established under the leadership of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj. It appeared that
 Chhatrapati Shahu honoured Balaji as a brave servant.
 4.4 Chhatrapati Maharaj and Foundation of Maratha Mandal :
 The most important political event during the era of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj
 was foundation of Maratha Mandal or united state.
 After taking power in his hands, Shahu did his coronation and appointed
 Ashtapradhan Mandal.Amatya, Pratinidhi and other Chiefs fought against Mughals, but,
 some of the Marathas took risk and faced Mughals at their own.
 Chhatrapati Rajaram encouraged Jahagiri system to inspire his chiefs Maratha
 chiefs had traditions to get 'Vatan'. Maratha chiefs had great importance due to struggle
 for power between Shahu and Tarabai, after former was released from the captivity.
 The situation became tense. After Coronation, Chhatrapati Shahu appointed new
 'Ashtapradhan, but failed to establish effective government due to tense situation.
 Member of Ashtapradhan proved inactive before big chiefs.
 4.5 Revolution at Kolhapur in 1714 :
 Tarabai received a blow when she was competing with Shahu Maharaj for the
 power. This was from royal family itself. On the incidents taking place, Garge S.M.
 writes "The incidents of upheavel may have been taking place on fast pace, but Tarabai
 was not aware about these happenings. It so happened that Rajasbai held Tarabai and
 his son Shivaji Raje in captivity. Sambhaji Raje, the son of Rajasbai, ascended the
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throne of Kolhapur and started new rule. But, its repercussions could not be seen in or
 outside the royal family. So, this incident was termed as, bloodless transfer of power."53
 In fact, this was a big political power transfer. It was not easy to fight with brave
 women like, Tarabai and snatch the power.
 4.6 Expansion of Maratha Empire under the leadersh ip of
 Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj and Peshwa Bajirao : 172 0 to 1740
 A.D. :
 Balaji Vishwanath united Maratha power and protected 'Swaraj'.He brought titles
 from Delhi with the approval of Emperor for Shahu. This helped a lot to Maratha.
 However it was necessary to appoint suitable person on the place of Balaji who died
 after revolution in Kolhapur. So, Shahu Maharaj started taking steps in that direction.

Page 30
                        

4.6.1 Awarding the post of Peshwar to Bajirao –I, 1 7 Apri, 1720 :
 It was a topic of discussion in Shahu's court as to who would get the post of
 Peshwa after the death of Balaji Vishwanath. The reason was that it was not attoted on
 herditory basis. Many diplomats had the opinions that Bajirao, the elder son of Balaji
 Vishwanath, would not be able to handle the responsibility of the post as he was just 21
 years old. Khando Ballal, Shrinivasrao Pratinidhi, Khanderao Dabhade, Anandrao
 Samant, Kanhoji Angre, Chimnaji Damodher and many others had good experience
 than Bajirao.Shahu gave the post of Peshwa to Bajirao by telling his chiefs that if he
 (Bajirao) fails, another person will be given the coveted past.
 He gave costumes of Peshwa to Bajirao at Masoor near Karhad, on April 17,
 1720. Bajirao was given the post of Peshwa, but the had many challenges before him,
 including collecting Chauthai from South province.54
 Despite receiving titles from the emperor, Subhedars and chiefs of emperor were
 creating hudles in collection of Chauthai.So, it was necessary to do something to solve
 the issue.Another thing is that Nizam took the benefit of Sambhaji Shahu disput and
 created a problem for Marathas.
 Sahastrabuddhe P.G., in the book "Culture of Maharashtra" writes "Muslim
 Subhedar and Nawab, who were ruling in different regions of the country, were against
 Maratha empire. This was the prime power against Maratha while second was those
 Marathas who wanted to rrin Chhatrapati Shahu and the last power against it, was
 internal and family dispute."55
 Taking into account, above challenges and opposition from senior chiefs, Bajirao
 kept people like Shinde, Holkar and Pawar around him.
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The expansion of Maratha Empire began under the leadership of Shahu Maharaj.
 Seeing objectives and policies of Bajirao altogether, the first historian Grant Duffe
 writes "Bajirao has the head to plan and hand to execute."56
 4.6.2 Relations between Chhatrapati Shahu and Nizam :
 Nizam, who was subhedar of South, knew language, traditions and previous
 history of that province.Keeping close watch in activities in Delhi, he had thought to start
 a separate sect in South, but he could not remain there for more than two years.
 He had decided since beginning that Marathas should not be allowed to collect
 chauthai during his two years tenure. So, he started creating problems in the collection
 of chauthai.
 He attracted Maratha chiefs like Chandrasen Jadhav, Sarjerao Ghatge and
 Sambhaji Nimbalkar towards him. He also started troubling Chhatrapati
 Shahu.Shejvalkar T.V. writes "Luckily Nizam was shifted to North from South in April
 1715. Nizam unwillngly went to North."57 Nizam used to live in Aurangabad with pomp
 and grandeur.
 4.6.2.1 Political Rise of Nizam :
 The politics in Delhi was changing after every movement. Syed Brothers had
 domination in Delhi Court. The relations between Nizam and Syed were not good Nizam
 wanted his administrations in South, but, Syeds appointed him for Bihar province.He did
 not go there. Later, he was appointed for Malwa province, So, he went to Ujjain on
 March 15, 1719.58
 Nizam gathered a big army. When Syed Brothers sought his answer, he avoided
 giving it.
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Syed Brothers decided to eliminate Nizam. They sent Dilwar Ali Khan, however
 during the battle that took place at Khandwa (June, 1720), he was defeated. Many big
 chiefs of Syed Brothers were killed in the battle.
 Syed Brothers frightened due to the defeat. Later, they sent Alam Ali Khan to
 fight with Nizam. Maratha also came forward to help him. The Army of 17000-18000, led
 by Santaji Shinde, Khanduji Dabhade, Shankarji Malhar, Kanhoji Bhosale sent for the
 help. The battle between Alam Khan and Nizam fought in Balapur. In the battle, Alam
 Ali Khan was defeated and Killed. Alam Ali Khan faught the battle impatiently without
 taking marathas with him. A total of 634 soldier of Maratha lost their lives in the battle.
 While Sankarji Malhar was injured.
 However, a big treasure of Nizam was looted by Marathas.
 Deshpande P.N. Writes "Syed Hussain who was going to eliminate Nizam in
 October 1720, was murdered by Turs. The Emperor held Abdullah in captivity in
 November, became free from the domination of Syed Brothers."57
 This also paved way for Nizam for Southern province.
 4.6.2.2 Meeting of Bajirao and Nizam :
 Nizam started hatching a conspiracy, against Chhatrapati Shahu after the hurdle
 for rulling in south was cleared.
 Deshpande P.N. writes, "After Balapur's battle, Nizam and Bajirao meet at
 Chikatthana in January 1721, for the first time. But, they did not reach to any
 conclusion."58
 The issue raised by Nizam against Shahu in the meeting was a challenge for
 Maratha empire.The issue was who was real Chhatrapti Shahu or Sambhaji.Nizam
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claimed that Marathas would not be allowed to collect Chauthai until they decide about
 real Chhatrapati. Chauthai was to be collected from South. However Shahu had rights
 to collect Chauthai as per the titles given by the emperor to him.
 Nizam who wanted to establish his domination took the benefit of dispute, in
 Maratha in real's sense.
 4.6.2.3 Nizam gets offer of Vazir's post at Delhi, 1721 :
 Amin Khan, the cousin of Nizam, was Vazir after Syeds downfull. However, he
 too died in February 1721. After consultation with many experienced chiefs, the
 emperor appointed Nizam his Vazir. But, Nizam did not want this past at that time
 because it was not useful for him, on the contrary, he had strengthened his grip in
 South.
 After much thinking, he appointed Mubariz Khan as his sub ordinate and left
 towards south on October 21, 1721 from Aurangabad.59 Chhatrapati Shahu and Bajirao
 were keeping watch on these activities. Chhatrapati Shahu sent Anandrao alongwith
 Nizam to Delhi.
 Mujib Khan started uprooting Marathas. So, Bajirao adopted the policy of battle
 everywhere and created terror. Moreover it benefitted him due to absence of Nizam.
 Chhatrapati Shahu was worried about it. In 1722, he wrote a strongly worded letter to
 Bajirao. In the letter, he writes "I have sent you a letter requesting to come here and
 meet me. I have also given you many meaning of loyalty. But, it seems that you are not
 ready to come here. What should I understand from it. I have sent you many letters to
 show your loyalty to Swami you should know that after directing you to come, I have
 waited for days. Another thing is that we should not support anyone and remain neutral.
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You should think about it. Many works about administration are pending. Swami has not
 tired due to make you aware about it. How many times you would tell us through the
 letters that you doing protection of the state. So, you should come here and meet
 Swami once.
 I hope you would not show any laziness to come here. It is your duty to meet
 Swami personally. If you do not come here to meet Swami.
 We will have to think about it and that day will be toughest for us. Therefore, I suggest
 you to meet us. Your father was loyal to us and you should think about it."60
 The further policy of Bajirao was depending on the activities of Nizam in
 Delhi.Differences were developed between the emperor and Nizam in Delhi. So, Nizam
 had no interest in the post of Vazir. Nizam started invasion from south to take control of
 Gujarat and Malwa. Bajirao went towards the border of Malwa from Khandesh in 1722.
 On the other side Shahu had instructed his chiefs to take revenge of Santaji death in
 July 1733. Santaji was killed in the battle with Chandrasen."61
 The seat of Nizam was shaking in Delhi court.Nizam decided to have friendship
 with the enemy of the emperor. So, he met Bajirao at Badakshah nearJhalwa for
 friendly relation.They had discussion from February 13 to 19, but could not reached to
 any conclusion. Both of them were hiding their agenda.
 Riyasatkar Sardesai writes "The temperor informed Shahu that this is the time of
 emergency and Marathas should help him in such a situation. Whatever demands,
 Maratha have, will be accepted."62Nizam also sought help from Shahu who was in
 confusion as to whom he should. Significantly both of them were opponents of Maratha.
 The documents of Shahu rule shows his confusion at that time."
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On February 27, 1724, Chhatrapati Shahu directed all his chiefs to proceed
 towards Bhaganagar along with armies. This shows that Shahu wanted to fight with
 Mubariz Khan Bajirao met Nizam near Dhar, on May 18, 1724 for third time.63 Nizam
 had sought help from Maratha, who wanted to get fullilled their demands following
 disputes between Nizam and Mubariz Khan.
 It seems that Shahu had used this idea after much thinking.
 After meeting Nizam, Bajirao started staying in Pune.Shahu Maharaj was
 unhappy with Bajirao who went to pune without meeting the former.The unhappiness of
 Shahu on be found through the following letter "You are staying in Pune. You have not
 met Swami in Satara. This is not good."63This shows that how Shahu Maharaj was
 paying attention toward the administration. Sometimes he had to sideline people who
 were in his favour.
 Bajirao decided to be neutraol in this situation of battle between Nizam and Mubariz
 Khan. Bajirao went to Satara and met Shahu Maharaj. Shahu informed Kanhoji Bhosale
 on July 29, 1724 that they should not take part in the war being fought between Nizam –
 Ul – Mulk and Shahmat Khan.64
 Taking opportunity of the situation, Bajirao took chief thana of Mughals of
 Burhanpur in South in his control.
 4.6.2.4 Battle of Sakhar- Kherde October 1724 :
 Bajirao was keeping watch on the differences rising between Nizam and Mubariz
 Khan. Nizam made preparation for the war by athering army of Maratha led by Bajirao.
 Taking army with him Nizam left Aurangabad on September 3.
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The armies of both Nizam and Mubariz Khan fought a battle at Sakher Khede in
 October, 1724. Mubariz Khan was killed in the battle and Nizam worn it. Nizam named
 Sakher Kherde as Fattekharda.65
 Sardesai G.S. writes "The important thing is that it was not cleared whether
 Maratha participatd in the war or not. The reason is that Shahu had ordered his chiefs
 not to support any one. The existence of Shahu was depending on the main condition of
 supporting the emperor. But, it was difficult for Bajirao to remain neutral."66
 Bajirao was tending towards supporting Nizam. The reason is that Mubariz Khan
 had troubled Maratha and was proudy in nature. In short, Army of Maratha surrounded
 Mubariz Khan and later, soldiers, of Nizam finished Mubariz Khan, who had to face
 defeat.Some soldiers of Maratha injured the battle. Ranoji Shinde and Ranoji Bhosale
 who were among injured, were given Rs10 and Rs.8 as expenses for the treatment.
 According to the Historical collections of Peshwe Dafter, "Servent of the emperor
 Baba Khan was killed in the battle, So, Shahu honoured his son with a gift." This shows
 the political policy of Shahu supporting the emperor.67
 4.6.2.5 Invasion of Chhatrapati Shahu on Karnataka : Nizam's Anti-
 Maratha Policy :
 At that time Karnataka was divided in two parts. Vodiyar Dynasty was rulling
 Balaghat and Pineghat Shrirangpattam while mughals had rule on Bijapur and
 Golkunda areas.But, most of the part of Karnataka was under the control of Chhatrapati
 Shivaji and his brother Venkoji. Marathas had constructed strong Thanas at Gutti.
 Sadatullah Khan made his permanent stay a Akot and established Abli as the capital of
 Nawabs.
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In short, Akotkar Sadatullah Khan and other Nawabs of local were supporting
 Muslims. While Shrirang Pattankar Vodiyars, Tanajaver Bhosale, Raj Rane Sharfoji and
 Gulikar Ghorpade were supporters of Hindu rulers.
 Chhatrapati Shahu had planned an invasion on Karnataka so that Nizam should not
 have his domination over it. Sharfoji had also sought help from Chhatrapati Shahu.
 Sardesai G.S. writes about the objective of the drives "Spreading Maratha rule till
 south and to pander Hindupad Patsahi, the seeds sown by Shivaji Maharaj. Shahu
 decided to send army to Karnataka to accomplish the objective of his father. No incident
 takes place without army relevance."68
 Garge S.M., writes "Shahu Maharaj decided to sign a treaty with Sambhaji
 Maharaj to avoid latter's apposition for the drives,"69In references, it was mentioned that
 the treaty was signed on December 3, 1725.
 However, it was difficult to understand that it was just the draft of the treaty or
 both parties had signed it.
 Shahu Maharaj had maintained good relations with Nizam till this drive was
 completed. Due to this compaign, Army, specially Bajirao is strengthening the power.
 So, he started hatching a conspirary to reduce the domination of Maratha. Nizam made
 friendship with Karveer Chhatrapati Sambhaji. He also pulled Chandrasen Jadhav in his
 party to damage Marathas. Nizam started making Konhoji Bhosale, Sultanji Nimbalkar
 and Sarlashkar as defectors, in Karnataka.
 According to the information Peshwe Dafter, "Sultanji Nimbalkar with the son of
 Hybatrao, was on Sarlashkari since 1714.When Shahu realized his defection in 1726,
 he replaced Nimbalkar other person. Shahu called him to work closely with Swami.

Page 38
                        

When Nimbalkar joined hands, Shahu appointed his brother, Dighoji Nimbalkar as
 Sarlashkari.70
 As the estern part of Karnataka could not be involved, So, Shahu had apprension
 in his mind.
 Murarrao was present in both invasions of 1726 and 1727. This helped Shahu a
 lot. In 1730, Murarrao met Shahu in Satara where, he was honoured by Swami. His
 emissary used to meet Chhatrapati frequenthy. The domination of Marathas was
 increasing in Karnataka under the leadership of Bajirao. However, when Nizam started
 invasion in 1726, Shahu called Bajirao to come back to face the attack. The compaign
 of Karnataka remained incomplete. Shahu completed it in 1740 by insisting.
 4.6.2.6 Revoslt of Karveer Sambhaji -Conflict betwe en Shahu and Nizam
 Nizam was trying to weaken Marathas. Sardesai G.S. writes, "The attitude and
 vision of Shahu was strong and was for longtime. He did not want to hurt Nizam
 altogether. He tried to maintain good relations by keeping his head cool.
 But, Nizam had made a plan to uproot Shahu through Sambhaji." Who last his
 head over it. However, it's effects could be seen after three to four years."71
 The understanding of Sambhaji and his queen Rajasbai was like Tarabai. But,
 they were keeping quiet due to domination of Shahu Maharaj. They would trigh to rise
 against as and when they get apportunity. Nizam knew third internal dispute, so,
 supported Sambhaji. Taking into account the dangerous activities of Nizam, Shahu may
 have decided to come forward to sign a treaty with Sambhaji. The reason would be that
 Nizam should not get benefit of internal disputes.
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But, we learn that Nizam and Sambhaji had a grudge, through the following letter
 Sambhaji wrote to Nizam. Sambhaji says in the letter "I feel satisfied to seen you in
 south as ruler. I hope that my demand, which I made through Shankarji Pandi, would
 fullfiil."72
 Sambhaji thought that only correspondence would not help, so he expressed his
 defired to meet Nizam personally Sambhaji says "I have learnt from Rai Amarsingh that
 the emperor honoured you Nizam by issuing special decree."I feel that my demand
 should be fulfilled before me.73 It shows that the difference between Niwam and Shahu
 was increasing. So, Nizam started providing money to Sambhaji.
 It is also learnt that Sambhaji had trust on Chandrasen Jadhav.
 Nizam wrote a letter Nawab of Kadwa.
 In the letter, he says "Helping Sambhaji was necessary as it would weaken the
 condition of Shahu."74Nizam wanted that Sambhaji should attack on Shahu when
 Bajirao and his colleagues are present at Karnataka.
 Garge S.M. writes "Shahu Maharaj was trying in three direction. The first task
 was to convince. Sambhaji through Rajasbai while second was preparing army against
 Nizam and the last was compromise with Nizam."75
 Shahu wrote a letter to Rajasbai to convince Sambhaji. We come to know the
 broadmind of Shahu Maharaj through the letter. In the letter, he says "My brother Babaji
 (Sambhaji) wanted to meet Nizam through Chandrasen Jadhav. I have heard that he
 (Sambhaji) met Nizam. Mughal always wait for opportunities to dominate and achieve
 their own goal. I know them very well. This will end as it cunningness. I will bring
 cunningness to your notice. There is no doubt that you will be cheated. No one from our
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family trusted on Mughals. So, why Sambhaji met Nizam. Babaji had trust on
 Chandrasen who is a cheat. Without, obeying his father's order he joined hands with
 Mughals."76
 On the basis of this letter, we came to know the wisdom of Shahu to discover
 cunningness, diplomacy and vision of Mughals.
 However, the effect of emotional appeal could not be seen. Shahu decided to
 settle internal disputes and call Bajirao from Karnataka. Situation was getting tense.
 Nizam and Chandrasen were masters in hatching a conspirary, but not equal to Shahu
 and Bajirao. The assistance of Sambhaji to Nizam did not help him.
 Sambhaji was with Nizam from Dussehra of 1726 to March 1728. A battle of
 Palkhed took place in March 1726.
 4.6.2.7 Conspiracy of Nizam :
 Nizam wanted to weaken Marathas He sarted hatching a conspiracy to see that
 Army of Shahu was in Karnataka.
 First, he gave the job to Udaji Chavan with 30,000 'Mansales' and 'Jahagir' of
 Rs.10 lakh with a view to trouble Maratha, Nizam informed Shahu through Simant
 Pratinidhi that we want to have peaceful relations with you, but, your Peshwe is trying to
 harmus, keep him in your control." The show of Nizam appeared true to Sumant and
 Shahu, at the beginning. But, when Shahu and Sumant realized the truth, it took one
 year. Sambhaji and his son Janoji Nimbalkar were annihitating Shahu for Nizam. Shahu
 wrote a letter to Sambhaji stating that this not a good behaviour to damage and rain
 one's own village.77 But, it did not help to Shahu.
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Nizam tried to ture and split chiefs of Shahu to eliminate him. He succeeded in
 bringing sultanji Nimbalkar and Chimnaji Damodhar in his party.
 Sardesai G.S. writes "Shahu recruited Shambhu Singh (the brother of Chandrasen),
 Piraji Ghorpade and Dharras Nimbalkar to settle the old score."78
 Nizam took Sambhaji with him in Shahu's region to give a check to Shahu.Nizam
 honoured Sambhaji, and local officers and people after visiting the whole district.79 This
 was a direct attack on Shahu's nights. So, Shahu called Bajirao from Karnataka. Udaji
 Pawar, Kanthaji Kadam and Pilaji Gaikwad from North.
 Nizam played another game to take benefit of the situation. He spread rumour
 that Peshwe Bajirao and army chief Dabhade will cheat Shahu. Bajirao was also
 worried over the rumours. This shows had cunning in haching conspirates.
 Nizam wrote, a letter to Savai jaisinghrao in 1726, So, that Shahu should not get
 his help. Pagadi setu madhavrao gave this letter in a book entitled "Maharahtra and
 marathe."In the letter Nizam says "Many letters were went to Raja Shahu about their
 soldiers spreading their power in Malwa and Gujrat regions.
 This is illegal and the emperor does not like this. You should asked your sardars
 nt to cross Narmada. But it seems that our orders have not effect on them. The chiefs
 do not obey the orders of Shahu. We have taken a Measure to teach a lesson to these
 rebelling chiefs. We feel that Maharani of Udaipur and you should not help Maratha who
 are creating trouble for the emperor. If you do'not help Shahu, the emperor would like.
 We have brought Kolhapurkar Sambhajiraja and we should help him to take power and
 dethrone Shahu. Sarlashkar of Maratha Sultanji Nimbalkar had joined us. We have
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appointed Sultanji as the chief of army of Sambhaji.We hope that other chiefs of Shahu
 will join to us and it will, weaken Shahu' domination."80
 Nizam had decided to fight a battle with Shahu. Nizam wrote a letter to Shahu. In
 the letter, he says"Bajirao met me in Karnataka last year. He did not behave well with
 me. I have ignored this becaure of good relations with you.
 Bajirao had not realized it's importance. Nilo Pandit had conveyed you my
 message. It will not not be proper for Bajirao to entre Karnataka without our
 permission.When I informed you this, you had accepted it. The landlords of Karnataka
 has accepted us as their ruler. They are paying us extortion. Bajirao had created how
 there. Bajirao had damage many villages and collected much wealth.
 He started oppressing landlords and people. This created commotion. Bajirao
 had the region mandlik Maharaj who gives us extortion.It was decided that bajirao would
 not give beyond Panhalgarh. He had not listened to your. He behaved against us and
 also against you.81
 Thus, Nizam, Chandrasen Jadhav and Sambhaji joined together and made this
 fron stronger.
 Their armies reached Pune, on February 18, 1727.
 With a view to resist Nizam'a attack, Shahu Maharaj called all his chiefs
 togethers and also wrote letter at various places. One of the letters was sent to Parasnis
 D.B. In the letter he says, "Sambhaji Raje and Nizam-Un-Mulk are attacking jointly,
 So,Gadkaris should bring their teams on the fort. Gadkaris should bring theis gun
 powder without forgetting. Do vigilance with atmost care and not allowe any unknown
 man on the fort."82
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Many precausion here being take.
 4.6.2.8 Victory of Shahu at Palkhed and defeat of Nizam
 (February, 1728) :
 The luck of Maharashtra kept Chansing since 1727. "Many small and big fighters
 and leaders who saw Chhatrapati Shahu and Peshwa came forward to help the rulers.
 Nizam also made Preparatinos for the war."
 Sardesai G.S. writes "The most important thing of this compaign was that Nizam
 had artillery while Maratha had no such thing. So, Maratha decided gurilla method to
 defeat Nizam."83
 Bajirao defeated Nizam through gurilla system. Nizam had created havoc in
 Pune on the basis of artillery while Bajirao to its revenge in Godavari and Narmada
 area.
 Bajirao and his brother Chimaji divided their work with the orders of Chhatrapati
 Shahu. Bajirao took Northen side while Chimaji was handed over the responsibility from
 Nashik, Satara to Miraj region. Shinde, Holkar and Pawar appointed for their help.
 Tukoji Pawar attacked Aivaj Khan near sinner while fattesingh and Raghuji
 Bhosale defeated Chandrasent jadhav. When Nizam created dominations in Pune,
 Bajirao did looting of Nizams region near Godavari. Bajirao also devasted Jalna and
 Sindhkheda areas. He took control of Mahur, Mangrule and Washim tehsils in east and
 later, moved towards Gujrat.
 Sardesai G.S. writes "The above action was that Nizam should be surrounded by
 for sides so that he did not get any help from anyone.84 Finaly, Bajirao caught Nizam at
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Paalkhed near Vaijapur in February, 1728. Nizam was defeated and he surrendered to
 Maratha.
 Persion historians who gave descriptions against Maratha, had to write about the
 defeat of Nizam and victory of Maratha. In one of the descriptions, it was said that
 bajirao went down to Gangapur and Vaijapur through Kasari till. He created house and
 destroyed regions around the army of Nizam. He stopped food, fodder one drinking
 water. He did not fight face to faces he rather preferred gurilla war."85
 The talks for treaty through Aiwaj Khan was started by Nizam. Mungi Shevgaon
 Treaty was signed on March 6, 1922.There were 13 conditions in the treaty. Some of
 theirs were – Nizam should not give shelter to Sambhaji of Kolhapur the administrate of
 provinees of South should be done with suggestions of Maratha, Nizam should not
 create hurdles in the collection of Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi. Pune, baramati, Khed,
 Talegaon and other places won by Nizam, in Shahu's region, should be returned to
 Marathas and the amount collected illegally by Sambhaji, Should by returned to
 Maratha. Krishnaji, Udaji and Keroji was allotted Jahagir of 5 villages of Nimbhane
 Pethas per this treaty.
 The claim of Pilaji Gaikwad about the post of Patil of Shahgarh was approved.
 The threat at alliance between. Nizam and Sambhaji disappeared after the Palkheds
 victory.
 4.6.2.9 Nizam defeated again at Bhopal (December 17 37):
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In 1736, Bajirao moved towards North. Nizam also shifted his Cantonment
 (Chavni) from Aurangabad to Burhanpur where he remained till April 6, 1736. Here, a
 convoy (Vakil) of the Badshah brought a message for the Nizam that he had been
 called by the Badshah. On May 10, 1736, Nizam crossed the Narmada River and
 entered into the boundaries of Siroj. While returning from the North, he sent Pilaji
 Jadhav to meet the Nizam at Dhamuni. However, no war erupted between the Nizam
 and Bajirao, as Bajirao was not prepared for the war and the Nizam also averted the
 war at this moment. Both of them met on May 28, 1736 and initiated a peaceful talk
 between the two. Later, the Nizam reached Delhi on July 2, 1736 and met the Badshah.
 Here, Bajirao, Shinde, Holkar, Pilaji Jadhav went to Pune and started the preparations
 of the further strategies.
 In the same year Vyonkoji wrote on October 10, - “Nizam has compelled the
 Badshah to make an agreement. This included five Subhes and Rupees One Crore for
 himself. This means that, we the devotees of the Hari will not be allowed to cross the
 Revata and also the right of the chauth will be discontinued in the South”.86 This
 indicates that Bajirao was well informed about the activities of the Nizam at Delhi and
 always remained aware of the move of the Nizam.
 Here, Chatrapati Shahu taking the advantage of the absence of Nizam in the
 South sent Rahuji to take control of Karnataka. This informs us about the minute
 observation of Shahu Maharaj on every activity in the political arena.
 Nizam started from Delhi towards South for taking permanent measures and
 expelled the Marathas from Malwa. He made a planning to enter Malwa through
 Bundelkhand. While on the way he was accompanied by Datia, Wodsa, son of
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Chatrasal, Nasir and others. Nephew of Saadat Khan and son of Sawai Jai Singh also
 accompanied him along with Durjan Sal, the king of Koshi. However, all the Hindu kings
 were in the dilemma under such situation.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - “It was the situation when the glory of the Maratha
 Sardars earned with the severe struggle of around 30 to 40 years in Malwa was about
 to diminish. Hence, Shahu Maharaj and Bajirao started preparations in this regard.”87
 According to the information available in Volume 6 of Rajwade, Maraththyachya
 Itihasachi Sadhane, (Sources of the Maratha History), Chatrapati Shahu issued orders
 to all sardars that the forces in the south should not met the Nawab in any condition.
 Nawab has taken refuge in the Bhupale Gadh. The Pandit Pradhan has kept a close
 eye on his activities.88
 The Nawab has called his force for his assistance. This indicates that Shahu
 Maharaj had kept a close watch on every activity pertaining this war and had sent timely
 advice, suggestions and directive to his Sardars.
 The Southern force of the Nawab was restricted by Chimaji Appa while Dhajiya
 Shinde and Holkar proved a stiff barrier for the Nothern force. After expelling the
 northern forces, Shinde and Holkar came to assist Bajirao. Raghuji Bhosale killed
 Sujayat Khan and hence, Nizam was surrounded from all sides and was in a terrible
 position.
 G.S. Sardesai writes – “The army of Nizam was completely in a chaotic situation
 as Bajirao had made a sudden attack on the army. The results of the war are decided
 on the warfare strategies, The Nizam completely failed to the war strategies of Bajirao.89
 When Marathas surrounded Nizam, he took refuge in the Bhopal fort and remained in
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the security of his artillery there. However, the Marathas had surrounded him from all
 the sides. All his resources including food and water (Rasad) were blocked by the
 Marathas. The people inside the fort started feeling the scarcity of food and water.
 People and cattle were dying. The Rajput, Jat, Rajes lose their confidence and started
 leaving Nizam. After four days, Nizam made an unsuccessful attempt to escape from
 the fort. Finally, he sent his convoy Anandrao Sumant to Bajirao and pleaded for an
 agreement.
 Abdul Sher Khan Syed Lashkar Khan, Anwar on behalf of Nawab said, “The
 Dignity of the Nawab should not be disgraced, if his pride is retained all the demands
 will be accepted”.
 Under this policy, a pact was made on January 6, 1738, twenty miles away from
 Bhopal at Sarai. The major points of the pact were, Malwa province to be handed over
 the Marathas and also to give the Chambal area. The Nizam should seek a sanad from
 the Badshah as the compensation of the revolt with the Marathas. To pay Fifty Lakh
 Rupees from the Badshah as the expenses on war incurred to the Marathas.
 After the accomplishment of this pact, the area between the Narmada and the
 Chambal merged into the Swarajya and Marathas and Bajirao become the
 unchallenged authorities in the Northern India. At this moment it was not possible to
 completely perish the Nizam as he was the representative of the Badshah and many
 Hindu kings were on his side.
 4.7 Entry and Domination of the Marathas in Bundel khand
 under the guidance of Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj and the
 leadership of Bajirao :
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Malwa had immense importance in the polity of the North India. It was a link
 between the North and South India. From going from North India to the South India, one
 had to cross this province. The Maratha had tried to gain control over Malwa right from
 the period of Aurangzeb. However, Mughal had full control this province.
 Dr. Sahatrabuddhe writes, - “After establishing his rule, Chatrapati Shahu
 Maharaj started sending his sardars on expedition to these provinces.90 This clearly
 indicates that the annexation of Malwa in the Maratha Empire was the part of the
 planned strategies of Shahu Maharaj. This work was indeed according to the tradition
 initiated by his ancestors.
 Later in February 1723 and May 1724, Bajirao himself attacked Malwa and
 collected Chauthai from here. After defeating Nizam in the war of Palkhed, the Marathas
 completely diminished his domination in the Indian politics. The turmoil in the Mughal
 politics proved beneficial to the policy of expansion of the Marathas.
 B.G. Dige writes, “While the Marathas were attacking Malawa and Gujarat, the
 Imperial Court Occupied itself in right levels and excision to the Gardens”.91 This
 situation was established.
 In 1728, Bajirao with the aim to attack Bundelkhand proceeded with a huge army
 while another any started for Malawa under the leadership of Chimaji Appa.
 At this time, the Rajput Sardars were in the favour of Marathas. Sawai Jaisingh
 was also in the favour of Marathas. Under these circumstance, Madlai Anupsingh and
 other sardars personally met Chimaji Appa and helped him because the Ryot were fed
 up of the torture inflicted by the Mughal Amaldar Giridhar Bahadur, Daya Bahadur and
 others.
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4.7.1 Maratha domination over Malwa: Defeat of Day a Bahadur in the battle
 of Aamzera :
 The issues over Chauthai and Sardeshmukhi started in 1719 were finally sorted
 out in the last battle initiated by Chimaji Appa in 1728. In this battle, Baji Rethankar,
 Ranoji Shinde, Malharrao Holkar, Ganpatrao Mahendale and other sardars fought
 shoulder to shoulder with Bajirao. Similarly, Bhosale, Dhamdhere, Ghorpade, Pawar,
 Nikam, Chimalkar and other sardars also proved very useful in this situation. In the
 battle of Aamzera fought on November 29, 1728, Daya Bahadur was defeated. He was
 killed by Jagdev Pawar.92
 After this battle, Chimaji Appa left Mandasor, Sal, Jawada and other regions and
 entered into Gujarat with his force. In this manner, a vast area ranging 200 miles long
 and 200 miles wide was under the control of the Marathas. These division of these new
 areas were made as follows, ‘Half of the conqured area was included in the Swarajya
 under the authority of the Peshwa, half of the peshkashi (war booty) should be handed
 over to his majesty. This agreement was made with Shinde, Holkar and Pawar. The
 area which will come under the government will be divided according to the expenses of
 the army, was decided unanimously. The agreement was made that Rs 39 per cent will
 be given to the government, Rs 30 per cent to Shinde, Rs 30 per cent to Holkar and Rs
 9 per cent to Pawar. The original agreement was retained for many years with slight
 amendments in it.93 The entire country was astonished over this great success achieved
 by Chimaji Appa.
 Even after this attack, the Delhi Darban was not willing to leave its control over
 these provinces. In 1728 to 1736, the king of Amber, Raja Jaisingh Bangash had control
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over all these provinces. In 1730 to 1732, Bangash tried to expelled the Marathas from
 these provinces to certain extent. Later, when Jaisingh became Subhedar, he adopted a
 diplomatic policy, but could not achieved much in it.
 Due to the increased military activities of Marathas in the North, the Vazir of Delhi
 Darbar, Kamruddin initiated an attack on Marathas in 1735. However, Pilaji Gaikwad
 defeated him and left him only after receiving a ransom of Five Lakh Rupees. After this,
 Khandar Bakshi attacked Malwa. Ranoji and Malharrao made him captive. An
 agreement was made on March 24, 1735 between them in which Mir Bakshi accepted
 to pay Twenty Two Lakh Rupees as Chauth to the Marathas. In this way, a permanent
 supremacy of Marathas was established in Malwa which had to be accepted even by
 the Delhi Darbar.94
 4.7.2 Bajirao and Chatrasal:
 As the Marathas gaining control of most of the provinces, like Rajputs, the
 Bundels also joined Marathas. The Bundel king Chatrasal was the friend of Chatrapati
 Shivaji Maharaj. Chatrasal had taken inspiration from Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and
 established his independent kingdom at Panna. He efficiently administered and
 provided security to his state from the period of 1670 to 1731. During the period of
 emergency, the Delhi Emperor sent the Subhedar of Allahabad, Bangash to defeat Raja
 Chatrasal. Bangash attacked Raja Chatrasal in 1728 and defeated him near Jaitpur.
 Chatrasal confronted the attacked bravely even at the age of 78, but could not stand
 such a huge army. Hence, he requested Bajirao for assistance. Bajirao at this time was
 at Deogadh. Bajirao had a force of around 25,000 which included the able sardars like
 Pilaji Jadhav, Naro Shankar, Tukoji Pawar and others. On March 12, Chatrasal’s son
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met Bajirao near Mohba.95 Bajirao immediately made an attack on Bundelkhand to
 assist Raja Chatrasal. A severe battle was fought between Bajirao and son of Bangash,
 Kayamkhan at Jaitpur in 1729. Kayamkhan was defeated and Mohammad Bangash
 accepted the supremacy of Bajirao. Bangash promised Bajirao that he will not interfere
 in the Bundelkhand.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, “Two brothers after attaining greater achievement visited
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj at Satara where they received a grand welcome while a
 victory festival was organized in their honour.96
 4.8 Chatrapati Shahu and Sambhaji commenced Pact i n April 1731:
 The year 1730 was the period of difficulties and turmoil in the history of
 Marathas. This was the period when indifferences occurred amongst the Marathas.
 When Shahu Maharaj attained huge success in Malwa and Gujrat, Badshah, Nizam and
 even the relatives of Shahu Maharaj got restless. The Emperor of Delhi directed
 Jaisingh to send a convoy to Shahu Maharaj to know his further strategies in Malwa.
 Jaisingh immediately sent Deepsingh, Mansaram and Bagji to Satara. Here, all the
 three convoys meet everyone and get themselves acquainted with the situation. These
 three convoys also met the Nizam. Mansaram was so influenced by the nature of Shahu
 Maharaj that he then remained in the services of Shahu Maharaj. The Marathas were
 immensely benefitted with these convoys in the later period.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, “The intension of Shahu Maharaj and his Sardars was
 broad and righteous. They never wanted to hurt anyone without reasons. They were
 also intended to maintain cordial relations with Badshah, Nizam and other Rajputs. It
 was decided that Malwa and Gujrat provinces will pay Eleven Lakh Rupees and Fifteen
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Lakh Rupees respectively to the Marathas, in the lieu that Marathas will not attack these
 provinces and prove them security by maintaining an army there. As the convoys were
 convinced with this motive, they decided to make this agreement with the Emperor.97
 This created immense influence of Shahu Maharaj on these convoys. Deepsingh
 convince the Nizam that he should not create any trouble for the Marathas. The
 intension of the Nizam was also conveyed to Bajirao by Deepsingh.
 In a letter written by Shahu Maharaj to his senapati Trambakrao Dabhade on 08-
 03-1728 pertaining the torture inflicted by Udaji on the Ryot, he said, “Keep a watch on
 the activities of Udaji Chavan, teach him a lesson if his torturous activities get extreme”.
 After this caution, the activities of Udaji were mild. In 1729, when Shahu Maharaj and
 Chimaji Appa were in Malwa, Udaji Chavan started attacking the provinces in the
 possession of Shahu Maharaj. Udaji was the Senapati (commander –in-chief) of
 Sambhaji. Hence, Shahu Maharaj along with several sardars started for South to arrest
 Sambhaji and Udaji, in 1730. When Shahu went for hunting, he came to know that Udaji
 was in this area, he sent message to him to meet him. Although, Udaji meet Shahu
 there but later continued his opposing strategies against Shahu Maharaj. Once, some
 assassins came to kill Shahu Maharaj in the Jungle, but left without killing him. Since
 then, he is being looked upon by everyone as the ‘Ajatshatru’ (unbeaten by enemies).98
 When Shahu Maharaj came to know that these assassins were sent by Sambhaji and
 Udaji, he decided to get rid of these two.
 From 1729 to February 1730, Shahu Maharaj made preparations for this
 expedition for almost six months. He directed Trambakrao Dabhade to get the Wada
 (Palace) at Herale under his control and surround Kolhapur. He also directed that
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Chavan should be inflicted heavy losses and should not leave this place at any
 condition. He also ordered Bajirao, Shahusingh, Jadhav, Sindhojiro Nimbalkar, Shekhoji
 Angre, Pillaji Jadhav and other pratinidhis (representatives) to join in this expedition.
 Shahu Maharaj established his tent near Varana river.
 Sambhaji had also made preparations for war. Vyankatrao Ghorpade,
 Bhagwantrao Pant, Amatya and others also setup camps against Shahu Maharaj.99
 One more fact registered in the history regarding this war is, “The war began
 between Shahu Maharaj and Sambhaji. Shahu Maharaj was stationed at Umbraj. His
 sardars created a havoc in the boundaries of Kolhapur. Sambhaji and Udaji gathered
 forces to get rid of these sardars. Sambhaji along with a force of around 25,000 armed
 men proceeded towards Varna. Sambhaji Raje and Chavan had the intention to march
 till Satara after defeating Shahu Maharaj. As per the plan, the forces of Sambhaji
 surrounded the camp of Shahu Maharaj. Then, Udaji went into the tent and came back.
 Later, the forces of Shahu Maharaj surrounded the forces of Kolhapur. With the help of
 the pratinidhi, a tremendous attack was made on the inactive force of Kolhapur. As the
 attack was so sudden, the forces of Kolhapur did not get time to understand what has
 happened. Several people were arrested by the pratinidhi. Sambhaji Raje and Udajirao
 managed to flee away from the scene and reached Panhala. Tarabai, Rajasbai, Jijabai,
 Vyankatrao Ghorpade, Bhagwantrao Pant, Amatya and others get into the custody of
 Pratinidhi while a huge war booty was gained by the forces of Shahu Maharaj.100
 Rajasbai and wife of Sambhaji were sent to Panhala while the rest were taken to
 Satara by Shahu Maharaj. Shahu Maharaj wanted to send Tarabai to Panhala, but she
 told him that wherever I live, it will be a jail for me. Hence, she opted to remain with
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Shahu Maharaj. Later, Sambhaji paid a ransom and released Amatya. With the strong
 war strategy of Shahu Maharaj, Panhala was also under his control and Vishalgadh was
 on its way to surrender to him. Under these circumstances, Sambhaji decided to
 surrender to Shahu Maharaj. He ordered his pradhan Nilkanth Trimbak to make an pact
 with Shahu Maharaj on August 8, 1730.
 4.8.1 Meeting of Chatrapati Shahu and Pact :
 In 1730, in Ashwin Kartik, Fhatehsing Bhosale, Shripatrao Pratinidhi, Naroram
 Mantri, Balaji Bajirao, Bhavani Shankar, Moreshwar, Abaji Purandare and others
 proceeded from Satara to bring Sambhaji. They reached Panhala on 17-12-1730.101
 It was decided to hold a meeting in the ground of Jakhanwadi. Shripatrao
 Pratinidhi and Naroram Mantri reached the plateau to make arrangements of the
 meeting. Shahu Maharaj also started from Satara and reached Karhad.
 S.M. Garge writes about this meeting, - around 2 lakh people from both the sides
 were present in the area between Jakhanwadi to Wathara. The processions of both the
 kings were organized on the elephants. The present people obliged to the kings during
 the processions. Just before few distance away from the venue of the meeting, both of
 them got down from the elephants and mounted on the horses. When both came in
 front of each other, they get down from the horses. Sambhaji fell on the feet of Shahu
 Maharaj, who later hugged him affectionately. There was an atmosphere of happiness
 all over.102
 Modak has written regarding this meeting, - “The first meeting was held on
 February, 26, 1731. The next meeting was held between Karhad and Jakhanwadi. They
 stayed on the bank of Krishna River. Later, Shahu Maharaj and his brother Sambhaji
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mounted on a single elephant. They sat at the Khawaskhana with two other persons.
 They reached the camp while accepting the salutation from the people. Here, both of
 them discussed for several hours. Shahu Maharaj presented elephants, horses, articles,
 jewellery and other things to Sambhaji. Then both of them reached to Umbraj from
 Karhad. Here a grand bouffant was organized. Shahu Maharaj affectionately invited
 Sambhaji to Satara for participating in the grand bath on the occasion of the Simga
 (Holi) festival.103 People throng in thousand to see both the brothers. Sambhaji Maharaj
 stayed in Satara for two months. Shahu Maharaj personally walked till Charkos to
 farewell Sambhahi to Panhala.
 The famous pact between Shahu Maharaj and Sambhaji ‘Varana Pact’ was
 accomplished during this meeting on Chaitra Vaidya Dwitiya Shake 1653 (Date April 13,
 1731). This agreement had nine points. It was not the thing that all these points of the
 agreement were executed. Out of these point, point five and eight were executed under
 the general administration. The point three was also implemented. According to the
 point two, several attacked were made across Tungabhadra, in which Sambhaji had not
 participated. The area between Varna and Tungabhadra which was not under the
 dominance of Sambhaji was acquired by Shahu Maharaj and was not given to
 Sambhaji. Point seven of the pact was of the similar kind. Point 9 refers to the Miraj,
 which was under Udaji Chavan was not given to Shahu Maharaj. Still, there was no
 increase in the territories of Sambhaji.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - “The work of affectionate Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj
 seems to have flaws. Kindheartedness may be the right thing in the personal conduct,
 but it brings lethargy in the political administration. The rules of the king is always stern.
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Sambhaji although opposed him, but Shahu Maharaj never forgot his right on the
 Empire. He was never harsh with him. Similarly, Shahu Maharaj made provisions that
 no one should oppose the authority of Sambhaji.104 This shows that the state of
 Sambhaji was completely dependent upon the mercy of Shahu Maharaj.
 Shahu Maharaj never personally went to meet Sambhaji, but invited him with
 honour on several occasion. He also brought him to Satara. He had also accompanied
 with him for the pilgrimage and hunting at Mahabaleshwar, Pratapgadh, Jejuri,
 Shambhu Mahadev and other places. In 1731, we find the reference of the meeting of
 Shahu Maharaj with Sambhaji. This refers that the first meeting was held on November
 26, 1732, later on December 6, 1734 ( P.4, 18,13) the third meeting was held on April
 18, 1735, fourth on April 26, 1736 and fifth after six month. These meetings are
 considered very important. After the death of Shahu Maharaj, Nanasaheb tried to curtail
 the dispute of Chatrapati seat by offering the position of Chatrapati to Sambhaji. Shahu
 had always objected to make Sambhaji as the Chatrapati. Hence, Nanasaheb made a
 secrete agreement with Sambhaji, which could not be executed. The last meeting with
 Shahu was held in 1747. Sambhaji Raje died on December 20, 1760.
 Sambhaji had stationed at Kasbe Vadgaon. Here his health deteriorated and he
 died near Top. A village was established here which was named as Sambhrapur. He
 was cremated at Kolhapur at the banks of River Panchganga.105 This ended a complete
 era. Sambhaji Raje ruled for 46 years.
 4.9 Dabhade – Peshwa struggle :
 A very severe internal disruption erupted during the period of Shahu Maharaj in
 1726. This was the dispute between Dabhade and Peshwa. This struggle was indirectly
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the struggle with the Nizam, who could not tolerated the increasing awesomeness of the
 Bajirao in the subcontinent. Hence, he abetted Dabhade against Bajirao taking the
 advantage of the disputes between the two.
 According to G S Sardesai, “Shahu on January 8, 1730, presented the robe of
 Senapati to Khanderao’s son Trambakrao and the robe of Senapati of Sarkhel to
 Yashwantrao.106 Trambakrao Dabhade now got the opportunity to expand the empire in
 Gujarat. His associates Pilaji Gaikwad and Kanthaji Kadam Bande started collecting the
 Chauthai in Gujarat. Then, the Subhedar of Gujarat was Sar Buland Khan.
 The task of recovering the Chauthai from Gujarat was a part of the special
 scheme of the political strategy of Shahu Maharaj. The empire was expanded on the
 orders of Shahu Maharaj in Karnataka, Malwa and Gujrat simultaneously. The orders
 released by Shahu Maharaj in this regard were full of enthusiasm and encouragement.
 Kanthaji Kadam, Krishnaji Dabhade, Raghuji Kadam, Pilaji Gaikwad and others wrote to
 Shahu Maharaj, - “Rajashree Senapati has informed us about the intentions of his
 majesty. We welcome your decision. The orders issued by his majesty are eternal and
 will be followed.107 The Subhedar of Sar Buland Khan accepted to pay the Chauthai to
 Marathas to secure him self from wrath of the Marathas.
 In 1726, Chimaji Appa on behalf of the Peshwa collected the Chauthai from
 Gujarat. This had proved a bone of contention between the Dabhades and the Peshwa.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - “Shahu Maharaj had assigned the Gujarat province to Dabhade
 and the Malwa to the Peshwa. Still, Bajirao told Senapati to give the half of the forts in
 Gujarat to him and half of the palaces in Malwa can be taken by the Senapati. On this
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the Senapati replied that he should do the work assigned to him while he will do his and
 we will not divide the province.108
 This dispute intensified and it was clear that the Peshwa was not satisfied with
 the division of the power made by Shahu Maharaj. He used to think that if the Maratha
 Sardars are given autonomy, they will establish their independent kingdoms and there
 will not be unity amongst the sardars. He thought that there should be the centralized
 administration run by the King and the Peshwa. In Gujarat, Bande and Pawar were on
 the side of Shahu Maharaj. Pilaji Gaikwad was on the side of the Senapati. A dispute
 erupted between Bande and Pilaji due to which a war broke between them. The dispute
 between the Peshwa and the Senapati could be seen in the wars amongst their
 supporters. Shahu Maharaj thought that this situation is due to the desperation and he
 continued to maintain co-ordination between the sardars.
 Mean while, Kanthaji and Pilaji got united and they expelled the Pratinidhi
 (Representative) of Peshwa Udaji Pawar. The the half of the territory of Gujarat was
 under the control of Chimaji Appa. This was assigned to Dabhade by Shahu Maharaj on
 the Begami provision. Still, Dabhade attacked the territory of Peshwa. Shahu Maharaj
 issued a caution for this conduct to Dabhade. Shahu Maharaj said, “Why have you
 interfered in the affairs of Malwa”.109 However, this caution could not sort out the
 dispute.
 In 1729, Chimaji Appa attacked Gujarat and defeated Gaikwad and Kadam
 Bande. He looted Parelda, Dholka, Hamdi and other city and compelled Sar Buland
 Khan to make a new agreement with him. The Chauthai and the Sardeshmukhi of
 Gujarat was assigned as per the agreement of the Shahu Maharaj. Dabhade felt that
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this agreement is the disgrace to him. Bajirao considered himself superior than the
 Senapati, this feeling hurt Trambakrao.
 Shahu Maharaj took efforts to resolve this internal dispute through negotiations
 and co-ordination. Shahu Maharaj directed Bajirao to handover the Gujarat province to
 Dabhade. On this Chimaji Appa wrote to Bajirao that if Dabhade attacks his territory he
 will look after it. If he goes to Nizam, his position will be sacked. After settling all these
 issues give the Gujarat Sanad to Dabhade.
 Due to this, Dabhade revolted against Peshwa. Gaikwad, Kadam Bande and
 Udaji Pawar were on the side of Dabhade. Pratinidhi also supported him. Dabhade
 made plans to gain support from the Nizam while Nizam was also waiting for such an
 opportunity. He assured Dabhade for help. When Bajirao received the news of this
 revolt, he at once informed about it to Shahu Maharaj and himself started for Gujarat.
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj conveyed a message to Bajirao to convince Senapati and
 bring him to Satara. However, Senapati refused to go to Satara and started the war.
 P.N. Deshpande writes, - “Dabhade was surprised to see Bajirao emerging
 suddenly at Baroda. Dabhade with around 10,000 soldiers restricted Bajirao near
 Dabhai village. A war broke between them on April 1, 1731. Dabhade was killed in the
 battle as a bullet had hit him. With the defeat of Dabhade, the awesomeness of Bajirao
 prevailed amongst the Sardars.110
 When Shahu Maharaj came to know about it, he said, “The war between the
 ourselves erupted due to the politics played with the Nawab, which is not a wisdom.
 This has borne adverse results.111 Even Bajirao had not benefitted with this war.
 Umabai cried in sorrow. Hence, Shahu Maharaj himself reached Talegaon and tried to
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console Umabai and brought her to Satara. He made Yeshwantrao Dabhade the
 Senapati and tried to co-ordinate between the Dabhades and the Peshwa. He
 conducted a meeting of Bajirao and Chimaji with Umabai and re-established their unity.
 This proves that Shahu Maharaj had immense respect and awesomeness amongst the
 Marathas. Similarly, Shahu Maharaj made a proposal in which the Senapati was
 directed to remained under the control of Peshwa.
 Gujarat was divided. The people who had supported in the revolt of the Senapati
 were pardoned. With the solving the dispute of Senapati, other issues were also solved
 automatically. Shahu Maharaj never pardoned those who used to disobey his authority
 and adopted every means to convert their minds. When this situation came to know to
 the other sardars they never dared to disobey Shahu Maharaj. This shows the
 awesomeness and respect of Shahu Maharaj amongst the Maratha Sardars.
 4.10 Janjira expedition and decline of Siddhi:
 The attack on Janjira was due to the initiation of Brahmendra Swami. Rajaram
 Maharaj had granted Dhamni village to him in Inam. Swami gained a lot of acclamation
 in the nearby areas due his spiritual conduct. He was later accompanied with Balaji
 Vishwanath. Balaji Vishwanath mediated in the dispute between the Abyssinians and
 Angres.
 Janjira was under the control of Siddhi who was the staunch enemy of the
 Marathas. The Supremacy of the Siddhis were accepted by the Marathas. After the
 death of Kanhoji Angre, there remained no challenge for the Siddhis. Swami had
 camped at Parshuram Kshetra (area) in Konkan. Siddhi Rasul Khan was the officer-in-
 charge of Janjira at this time. He was also a devotee of the Swami. He had given Pedhe
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and Ambadas village to Swami as Inam. However, there was a troublous Siddhi officer
 at Anjanvel Thana. He was given an elephant by the Nawab of Karnataka. He assigned
 the responsibility to bring this elephant to the Swami. While on his way, the people of
 Angre captured the elephant. Siddisat doubted that this was an evil plan of the Swami.
 Angry over it, he destroyed the Parshuram Kshetra. Swami also started the activities to
 perish Siddisat and to conquer Janjira.
 In 1733, Shahu Maharaj planed to conquer Janjira. After Kanhoji Angre, Shahu
 Maharaj assigned the administration of Sarkhel to Sekhoji Angre. On February 12,
 1732, Bajirao had gone to Kolaba. In this regard Sekhoji writes, “Bajirao and I met and
 had a complete co-ordination between us.112 During this meeting, discussions were
 made regarding the expedition of Janjira and it was decided to assist each other in the
 war against Siddhis. For this expedition, Bajirao, Pratinidhi, Sekhoji Angre and other
 Sardars were appointed.
 In 1733, a very mysterious event happened at Janjira. Siddhi chief Rasul Khan
 died in February 1733. However, the opponent of his son, Abdullaha plotted that he
 should not get the throne of Janjira. Hence, Abdullaha’s son Siddhi Rehman sought
 help of the Marathas. When, this news reached Shahu Maharaj, he at once called
 Bajirao to Satara and asked him to leave for Konkan with his army.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - Shahu Maharaj was well prepared for the war. Dabhade,
 Angre, Gaikwad and others were directed to assist Bajirao and provide him required
 Rasad (Articles).113 Dabhade was assigned the job to see that the Siddhi should not get
 any assistance from Surat. However, due to the dispute between the Dabhade and
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Bajirao, Dabhade just pretended to be active in the war activities and ignored his task.
 The siddhis received the assistance from Surat regularly.
 Taking advantage of the internal conflict between the Siddhis, Bajirao
 immediately attaked Rajapuri. After Rajapur he conqured Khokali, Tale, Chesathe,
 Birwadi and other places. Abdullaha Rehman and Sekhoji came and joined the Maratha
 army. The Maratha camp was set up near Balroja Masjid in Rajapuri from where the
 plans for attacking Janjira fort was made. Siddhi started preparation for the war from
 Pawa. Bajirao and Sekhoji Angre attacked the Siddhi camps. The Killedar of Suvarna
 Durga, Balaji Naik conquered Nankot and Mandangadh which was of immense
 geographical importance. The Killedar of Jamgadh got Vijaygadh under his control.
 To accomplish the Janjira expedition as early as possible, Shahu Maharaj sent
 Shrinivas Pratinidhi, Anandrao, Somwanshi, Sarlashkar Krishnaji Dabhade and other
 Sardars to Konkant. He also directed Udaji Chavan, Sambhusingh Singh Jadhav and
 Sachiv to send their forces to Konkan.114
 As per the orders of Chatrapati Shahu, Pratinidhi reached Konkant in the month
 of May. He adopted his separate war strategy without the knowledge of Bajirao and
 captured the ‘The seat of the Marathas’ on June 8. On one hand, the Pratinidhis
 received the laurel for his work in the Darbar, but the Peshwa remained dissatisfied with
 them. After this expedition, a severe conflict erupted between the Pratinidhi and the
 Peshwa. As a result, nothing much could be acquired from this expedition as was
 expected.
 G. S. Sardesai writes, - “Shahu Maharaj had the minute observation on the
 expedition and how he was providing timely guidance to the sardars can be proved from
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a letter written to Bajirao in this regard – “It is a good move that you have won six forts.
 You have attained your goal by accomplishing the given task. You have utilized all your
 potentials including co-ordination, money and punishment to achieve your goal. You
 should work with co-ordination with the others. The forces of Rajashree Shrinivas
 Pratinidhi and Sachiv are with you. You should maintain their forces and the other
 Marathas who have rendered their services in the war.115
 Shahu Maharaj was aware of the internal conflicts between the Marathas and he
 was aware that it would affect the results of the war, is proved from this letter.
 Siddhi had started his activities from all the directions. Angre was also successful
 on the war fronts. However, the British were worried about this situation. Angre had
 acquired Revas, Thal, Chaul and other harbours. With the acquisition of Khanderi
 island, the trade of Brishthers would be completely collapsed. Hence, the Britishers
 helped the Siddhis and got control of Khanderi. Hence, the Marathas made an attack
 from Khandere to Underi. Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj was not happy with the move of
 the British to help the Siddhis.116
 Bajirao’s expedition to Janjira was completely dependent on the assistance of
 Shekhoji Angre. However, he died in 1733. His brothers Sambhaji and Manaji were
 enemies due to which the expedition become mild. Chatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj had
 granted the post of Sarkhel to Sambhaji for which he proved incapable. At last, Bajirao
 expelled himself from the expedition. In 1733, Bajirao making an agreement with the
 Siddhis reached Satara. According to this agreement, Siddhi Abdullah Rehman was
 given the throne of Janjira and also handed over him the fort. Bajirao made the
 arrangement of the Varkad fort remaining with the Raigadh and Mahad Huzoor Rani.
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Varkar was included in the government appointing 550 Hahaldars for its arrangements.
 This agreement was accomplished at Navdare near Talibagh.117
 4.10.1 Decline of Siddhisat : April 19, 1736 :
 After heading back by Bajirao from the expedition, the movement against the
 Siddhis would have weakened. However, Shahu Maharaj directed Sambhaji Angre to
 continue the struggle against the Siddhis. He also ordered to all the sardars to be
 serious about the expedition and support in the war. He extended personal attention to
 gai Anjanvel and Govalkot. Meanwhile, attempts were also made to turn Siddhisat
 hostile towards the Marathas. Shahu Maharaj adopted stern policy to gain the victory
 and sent Chimaji Appa to Konkan. Chimaji and Siddhisat confronted each other near
 Shrigaon. In this battle, 1300 men of Siddhisat were killed while 800 Marathas were
 killed. Manaji Angre was hit by a bullet in his chest. In this battle, Siddhisat was killed by
 Manajirao Surve and he himself sustained 27 injuries. In lieu of his services he was
 given Kusgaon in Inam. In this battle, Siddhisat and the Siddhi of Underi Yakub were
 killed. Thus, Chimaji Appa received a huge success in this war. At the end, Siddhi
 Rehman made the pact of Siddhi permanent and the war was stopped. The Govalkot
 and Anjanvel remained in the possession of the Abyassinians.
 Later, Tulaji Angre o January 23, 1745 brought Anjanvel Nagar and Govalkol in
 the control of the Marathas. Although meager, the Marathas gained success in this war.
 This success can be attributed to the righteous and humanity aspects of Chatrapati
 Shahu Maharaj.
 4.11 Peshwa Bajirao’s attack on Delhi March 1736 ( Conquest of the North):
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Before the Advent of Bajirao to the North, his mother Radhabai visited the pilgrim
 places at Jaipur, Mathura, Vrundavan, Kurukshetra, Prayag, Kashi, Gaya and other
 places in the North. She received grand welcome at every place.
 In 1735, the monsoon period was the period of huge turmoil and discontent in
 both the Delhi Darbar and the Darbar of Shahu Maharaj. Badshah was restless due to
 the increasing dominance of the Marathas in the country. However, he had become
 very weak and there were two groups in the Darbar pertaining to the support of
 Marathas. The first group including Jaisingh, Khan and others and the other include
 Saadat Khan, Kamruddin Khan, Mohammad Khan Bangash and others. The first group
 was of the opinion that friendly relations should be maintained with the Marathas and
 they should be given the responsibilities of the security of the empire. The other group
 wanted to accumulate the power by calling back Nizam and then perish the Marathas.
 However, Badshah was in the dilemma and was not able to take any decision in this
 regard. The Muslim sardars doubted about the loyalty of Jaisingh. Meanwhile, Jaisingh
 called Bajirao to Delhi. As the power of Saadat Khan was diminished, Badshah ordered
 Jaisingh to meet Bajirao. Bajirao started towards North on the Day of Dhanatrayodashi
 in 1735.
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4.11.1 Meeting of Bajirao with Sawai Jaisingh:
 Sawai Jaisingh accepted the responsibility to negotiate with Bajirao. Bajirao while
 visiting Udaypur, Naidara reached Jaipur. During his journey, all the Rajput rullers on
 the way felicitated Bajirao.118
 Bajirao extended a hand of friendship to the ruler of Udaypur. Hence, a gold
 throne was prepared in his honour and he was requested to sit on it by the Rajputs.
 Bajirao said, “You Rajputs are Chakravarti Kings and hence it is not appropriate
 to sit along with you”. The words uttered by Bajirao gained confidence of all the Rajputs.
 The King of Udaypur assured Bajirao to pay one and half lakh rupees annually to him.
 G.S. Sardesai writes – “On March 4, Jaisingh met Bajirao at Kishangadh near
 Bebhola.119 During the meeting, Jaisingh accepted to give the Chauthai right of
 Nemalwa province and the area between Bundi to Badwar and also get previlidges from
 the Badshah. He also assured Bajirao that he will make arrangements to held a meeting
 with the Badshah.
 When the news of the meeting spread every where, everyone was stunned with
 it. Even the Badshah was in the dilemma. Nizam suggested the Emperor not to meet
 with Bajirao. As a result, the Emperor did not accept some of the provisions of the
 agreement. Due to the opposition to the agreement in the Darbar by some of the
 umraos, a lot of time was passed. It was the month of May and hence, Bajirao had to
 return. On his way back, he directed his army to station at Malwa and then made plans
 to go to Delhi.
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4.11.2 Attack on Delhi :
 Delhi was well aware that there would be a war situation as per the aggressive
 polices of Bajirao. The Maratha forces had started gathering at the Chambal Valley.
 Badshah also started called the Sardars and issued orders to make arrangements for
 the war. Nizam was also called for the help.
 Bajirao had made his mind to wage a war on Delhi. This expedition was very
 difficult and tiresome. There was a war like situation in the northern territory spread in
 1000 feet long and 500 feet wide region. The war began at Bhopal, Bholsa, Bodsha,
 Datiya, Bhadavar, Aher, Duab and at last at Delhi. The Marathas proved superior at
 every places. Only Holkar had to face defeat at Doab. In this battle, Saadat Khan badly
 defeated Marathas. Hence, Badshah felicitated him and presented a robe to him.120
 G. S. Sardesai writes, - “On March 28, 1736, Bajirao suddenly attacked Delhi by
 dodging the Mughal forces at Fatehpur Sikri ad Dig. This has created a havoc at
 Delhi.121 Bajirao left Delhi as he did not wanted to terrorize the Badshah but to show the
 superiority of the Marathas to him. While returing, he had to face meager wars at one or
 two places. Bajirao managed to get back to South before the advent of the Monsoon. In
 this war, Nizam had also approached Delhi to tackle Bajirao. However, Bajirao defeated
 Nizam at Delhi which created the awe of Bajirao in the minds of the Mughal Sardars.
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj had paid all his attention on this expedition of Bajirao
 can be seen through his letters written during the period of expedition.
 Chatrapati Shahu writes, - “You should write about the daily happenings to me.
 You should let me know about your whereabouts and strategies and the ambition as to
 which extent you are willing to go. I have heard of a meeting with the Emperor. In this
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situation, the Mughals will use their shrewdness and will grant inams and hence, set up
 our objective and should not be lured by their assurances. As the meeting is at their
 place, it has not been cleared about their intensions yet. Hence, don’t held any meeting
 and come back by accomplishing our objectives. Nizam has also become active and
 has started towards North. Hence, every move should be made with complete
 awareness of the situation.122 Bajirao received such letters of encouragement and
 guidance from Shahu Maharaj during the expedition through which he was always
 made aware of the situations.
 4.12 Expedition of Wasai: Restrictions of Portugues e :
 The Sashthi province in the Konkan region was under the control of Portuguese.
 They used to torture the Hindus there. The Hindu Ryot had made a complaint against
 the Portuguese with Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj.
 Shahu Mararaj directed Bajirao – “The Sashthi, Wasai and other tehsils in the
 Konkan regions are under the Figangi (Portuguese). Go there with the army and with
 the negotiation bring these provinces under our control and free the Konkan region from
 their clutches. He also gave Shinde, Holkar, Baji Bhivsan, Tukoji, Bhikaji Pawar and
 other sardars for his assistance. As there was an agreement with the Siddhis, Shahu
 Maharaj could concentrate on this expedition.
 As Chimaji Appa was given the whole liberty during the Janjira expedition, he
 was made incharge of this expedition also. It was doubtful for everyone that the
 Marathas would defeat the foreign forces, but the Marathas proved far more superior.
 After the success of this expedition, the British also got alerted and understood the
 power of Marathas. P.G. Sahatrabuddhe writes, “British for securing themselves from
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the warth of Bajirao handed over ‘Chaul’ to him.123 They believed that the Marathas will
 be pleased with this move.
 In 1738, Chimaji Appa reached Konkan. Earlier, the Marathas had conqured the
 Thana fort and hence their position in Konkan had become very strong. As soon as
 Chimaji Appa appeared in the war arena, several wars were fought at Mahim, Tarapur,
 Vesave, Math and other places, which were all won by the Marathas. Vasai was
 surrounded for almost three months. Chimaji Appa sent Vyankatrao to cut the resources
 being supplied to the Portuguese from Goa. Here, Vyankatrao with immense bravery
 captured Goa. The Portuguese surrendered to Marathas. The reference of the Vasai
 expeditions is obtained in a letter written by Chimaji Appa to Parmhans Swami in May,
 1739. The letter refers, “The Topikars (Portuguese) are in a dilapidated condition. This
 is a proud thing for the Marathas. In the month of June, Chimaji Appa went to Satara to
 meet Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj. He was felicitated with honour. This expeditions has
 added one more feather in the cap of the Marathas.
 4.13 Rebellion of Kanhoji Bhosale and mediation of Chatrapati
 Shahu Maharaj
 When Shahu Maharaj was released from the captivity of the Badshah, he
 received maximum assistance from Parsoji Bhosale. With his help, Shahu Maharaj
 could made his own identity in the Maratha Empire. Parsoji Bhosale was the Sardar
 who was produced in the fleet of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. After his death, his rights
 were transferred to Kanhoji who administered efficiently till 1729. As Kanhoji was not
 having any issue, he adopted the son of his cousin, Raghuji. Later, when Kanhoji had a
 son, his attention towards Raghuji diminished.
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G.S. Sardesai writes, - “Once Raghuji while stationed at Satara had gone for
 hunting with Shahu Maharaj. He had saved Shahu Maharaj from an attack of a tiger.124
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj had given Varhad, Khandesh, Nemad, Henya, Malwa,
 Bhaganagar and other regions to Kanhoji on January 24, 1717. Kanhoji was living at
 Nagpur and was completely independent. When Bajirao came to fore, he started
 acquiring territories. This had upset Kanhoji very much. The half of the state of Chanda
 was conquered by Kanhoji. Chatrapati Shahu in May 1722 ordered that the state should
 be handed over to the King of Chanda after taking the ransom. However, Kanhoji
 ignored these orders. On the other hand, Shahu Maharaj also received information that
 he was in contact with the Nizam and was planning a plot against the empire.
 Shahu tried to co-ordinate with him, but the activities of Kanhoji started again.
 Then, Shahu himself made an attack on Kanhoji in 1729 and defeated him. Shahu then
 sent him to Karnataka with Bajirao.
 Earlier, due to the dispute arose between Kanhoji and Raghuji, Shahu Maharaj in
 1713 and later in 1726 distributed the area of the Saranjam in four parts, three were
 given to Kanhoji and one to Raghuji. Shahu Maharaj had directed Kanhoji to assist
 Bajirao, but he ignored it. Hence, Shahu Maharaj sent Raghuji against Kanhoji. In 1730,
 Raghuji arrested Kanhoji and brought him to Satara. He died in the fort of Satara.125
 4.14 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj’s attack on Miraj (1 736 – 39):
 When Shahu Maharaj never participated in any battle for some years after his
 release from the Mughal captivity. He accomplished the difficult task from his brave
 men. He was also aware that the people used to talk that their king is not going on any
 war. It was also not proper that he should let the army to curb the small rebellions. On
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the other hand, various military expeditions accomplished by the Peshwa was also
 diminishing the glory of the Chatrapati. Hence, in 1736, he decided to go on the battle
 field. He decided to curb the rebellion of Udaji Chavan and to gain the old Mughal
 Thana at Miraj. He camped at Umraj and stayed there for around two years. During his
 stay here he used to wander at various place. In 1739, he himself attacked Miraj and
 brought it under his control and reached Satara with the grand success.126
 According to the G.S. Sardesai, - (Marathi Riyasat part- 3, Page 565) has
 detailed information about the Miraj Expedition.
 This give clear idea of the prosperity and mentality of Shahu Maharaj. In this
 expedition, Shahu Maharaj showcased his bravery, influence, prosperity and mentality
 to the Maratha Mandal. The news of the success of this expedition reached to the
 extreme south. This expedition opened the path for the Karnataka expedition and the
 dispute arose in the Angre family could also be pacified.
 4.14.1 Death of Peshwa Bajirao : April 28, 1740:
 Bajirao after perishing Nasirjang also acquired some regions at the bank of River
 Narmada. He had gone to Khargosh Pargana to gain the control of these provinces.
 While coming back to Ravelkhadi on the banks of Narmada, he died on April 28, 1740.
 In his tenure of 20 year of Peshwa under the guidance of Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj, he
 gained prestige for the Maratha Empire in all of the country which is the most important
 work accomplished by Bajirao.
 Justice Ranade says, “When compared with the bravery and courage, Bajirao
 was the only person after Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.127
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4.15 Expansion of the Maratha Empire under Chatrap ati Shahu
 Maharaj and Peshwa Nanasaheb (1740 – 1749):
 When Bajirao died, his son Balaji and brother Chimaji Appa were at Kulaba
 assisting Angre. They received the news of the death of Bajirao at the beginning of May.
 They immediately settled the Angre issue and reached Pune on May 26.
 4.15.1 Nanasaheb gain the post of Peshwa (June 25, 1740) :
 There were several difficulties go grant the position of Peshwa to Nanasaheb.
 Babuji Naik was the main hurdle for this.
 G. S. Saresai writes, Raghuji Bhosale started the activities to grant the position of
 Peshwa to Babuji Naik of Baramati instead of Nanasaheb, after the death of Bajirao.128
 After the death of Bajirao, Raghuji was on the expedition of Karnataka, he left the
 expedition in half and returned to Pune. Tarabai was also willing to make Babuji the
 post of Peshwa. However, Shahu Maharaj was not willing for it. He after the two months
 of the death of Bajirao on June 25, he presented the robe of Peshwa to Balaji.129 He
 had sent his most confident men to bring Balaji to Satara from Pune.
 G. S. Sardesai says, - “Shahu Maharaj was aware of the mens and used to
 understand their caliber well. He had accomplished several tasks from them according
 to their potentials and capabilities.130Chatrapati Shahu granted 30 villages to the newly
 appointed Peshwa in various regions. While granting the robe to Balaji, he ordered him
 that after the death of Thorala Balaji Pant, Bajirao had accomplished several task and
 served the empire efficiently. At last, he was sent to defeat the Iranians and establish
 Badshahi. However, he could not accomplish the task due to his short life. You, his son
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should bring all of the country under the dominance of the Maratha Empire. He was
 later sent to Pune with honour.131
 This was the point when the Maratha Empire had spread far and wide. Hence,
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj had appointed Nanasaheb as the Peshwa. Six months later,
 Chimaji Appa died on December 14, 1740. With his demise the most confident man of
 Shahu Maharaj has gone.
 4.15.2 Attempts to merge Satara and Kolhapur togeth er :
 When Nanasaheb was appointed the Peshwa, Chatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj of
 Kolhapur came to meet Shahu Maharaj at Satara. Then, Nanasaheb taking opportunity
 of this situation took efforts to merge Satara and Kolhapur together.
 G. S. Sardesai writes, “A secrete agreement in which the seat of the Empire after
 the Shahu Maharaj and other 12 issues made between Sambhaji and Nanasaheb.132
 The disputes between the two families was not proving beneficial in the expansion of
 the state while there was a sense of rebellion amongst the loyal persons too. This
 agreement was done in the absence of Shahu Maharaj.
 If Shahu Maharaj would have been aware of this agreement, he would have
 never pardoned Nanasaheb because he was never in the favour to give the position of
 Chatrapati to Sambhaji. This agreement was made six years before the death of Shahu
 Maharaj, but could not be implemented even after his death.
 4. 15.3 Decline of Babuji Naik :
 There were two groups active against the Peshwa, one was at Pune and the
 other at Satara. Peshwa has managed to conquer many of the Maratha Sardars with his
 brilliance and bravery. These people had started working according to the orders of the

Page 74
                        

Peshwa. However, Mantri, Sumant, Pratinidhi were against Peshwa. Gaikwad,
 Dabhade, Bhosale and others were gaining acclamation through their own bravery.
 Babuji Naik was a person of lose character and full of pride and greediness. Raghuji
 had decided to use him as a puppet against the Peshwa. Babuji had tried to gain the
 post of Peshwa after the death of Bajirao. He was ambitious to gain a bigger territory
 like that of Shinde, Holkar, Raghuji and other able sardars. Peshwa had taken huge
 loan from him. He used to always create hurdle in the way of Peshwa in the name of
 recovering of his loans. Later, Mahadji Ambaji cleared the loans and freed Peshwa from
 the debt. Naik then took refuge of Shahu Maharaj. Earlier, Naik and his father had help
 Shahu Maharaj during the period of crisis and hence he had granted the Jahagiri of
 Baramati to Naik. He used to stay here constructing a Palace here from 1743. The
 sanad given to Naik on June 19, 1743 reads as follows, “Swami is very proud of you.
 The Bijapur of Karnataka, Bhaganagar of the south bank of the Tungbhadra,
 Rameshwar Hardu and other subhes have been granted to you on the annual basis for
 the next five years. Sal, recovery of the labours have been accepted by you. Execution
 of the agreement, to see that there is no malfunction, maintain the state and provide
 your service to the Swami have been accepted by you.133
 4.15.4 Nanasaheb and Nizam :
 When Nanasaheb became Peshva. The Malva region was under the rule of
 Maratha. With the defeat in Bhopal, Nizam’s activities minimized and and weightage
 was also less in Delhicourt. At the same time his son Nasir jung had revolted and so,
 Nizam approached to Nanasaheb for help. As he liked political relations maintained
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by Nizam in northern region, Nanasaheb met Nizam at the bank of purna river on 17
 January 1741 and promised to help.134
 4.15.5 : War Campaign by Nanasaheb to northern reg ion (1741-48):
 4.15.5.1: The first War campaign of Nanasaheb to N orth (1741):
 In the first four years, Naanashaeb had invaded for four times, of which the first
 invasion was from 1740 to 1741 . During this invasion he met Savai jaisingh of
 Dhavalpur and promised to give a charter of subhedari of Malva by accepting a
 ransom of Rs 15 lakh. Peshva would stay there with the 4,000 strong army men to
 serve the Badshah, He would not invade other regions axcept Malva. Such promises
 were accepted. As per the promises, ransom was sanctioned for charter of Subhedari
 of Malve in 1741 to Nanasaheb.135 but, the charter had not reached Gujrat from Malva.
 Meanwhile this ransom was not needed to Gujrat as Gujrat came under Maratha
 possession. After the death of Jaisingh, due to inaternal crisis Rajputs also
 surrendered to Maratha and domination of Maratha increased on Rajputs.
 4.15.5.2 Second campaign of Nanasaheb to North (174 1 to 1743):
 This campaign of Nanasaheb was a prolonged one. This was the occasion when
 the Peshwa wanted to firm his base at Malwa and Bundelkhand so that the Nizam
 would not get shelter in Delhi. A policy was formalized to attack the doab area which
 was very fertile and ranged from Malwa to Bengal. This was another bone of content
 between the Peshwa and Raghuji Bhosale. Raghuji Bhosale was not having cordial
 relation with Peshwa Bajirao. He had opposed to grant the post of Peshwa to Bajirao.
 Nanasaheb used to hate him due to this reason. In 1741, Raghuji reached Satara in the
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Monsoon and at the same time Nanasaheb came to Satara from the North. Raghuji was
 encouraged by Shahu Maharaj due to his success in South.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - Rajashree was very happy and felicitated the Senasaheb
 by granting him a robe.136 Both of them had an eye on the prosperous Bengal. With the
 permission of Shahu Maharaj, Raghuji and Peshwa adopted the policy of the expansion
 of the empire. Aliwardi Khan was the Subhedar of Bengal. He had treacherously
 acquired the Subhedari. Hence, there was an internal conflict in Bengal.
 In 1938, Chatrapati Shahu granted the Sanad of the Expansion of the Empire to
 Raghuji. This included the expansion in Subha, Lucknow, Bedar, Muksudabad,
 Bundelkhand, Illahabad, Patna and Dhakha.137 The might of Raghuji spread all over the
 subcontinent. Mir Habib had started secret activities against Alivardi Khan in Bengal. He
 sent a convoy to Raghuji for help. Raghuji was very pleased with it and he assured to
 extend his assistance.
 In 1741, Raghuji sent Bhaskar Mama to Bengal. Bhaskar Mama surrounded
 Alivardi Khan in the Odissa province and defeated him. The Marathas received heavy
 war booty from this expedition. On May 6, 1742, Murshidabad was also brought under
 control. This was possible due to the assistance of Mir Habib. The Baleshwar harbor in
 Odissa and Hugli city was under the control of Marathas.
 G.S. Sardesai writes, - “When Marathas surrounded Hugli city, the awe of
 Marathas also spread amongs the British. Hence, the established a fort around their
 factory and also dug a deep trench which was named as ‘Maratha Ditch’.138 Thus,
 Bhaskarrao established his supremacy in the Bengal province. However, his force was
 spread across the Bengal province. Taking advantage of this situation, Nawab during
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the Navdurga Puja Utsav attacked the Chavni of the Pant. Pant courageously fought the
 war and restricted the Nawab for a longer period. In between, Raghu also reached
 Bengal with a huge army.
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4.15.5.3 Enmity between Peshwa and Raghuji Bhosale and the mediation of
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj :
 Peshwa was also willing to go to Bengal. He made a plan as per his aggressive
 policy. He arrived at Bundelkhand and made a strong monsoon camp here. Later, he
 sent Shinde and Holkar to collect the Chauthai.
 Before leaving for Bengal, Raghuji to know the activities of the Peshwa wrote a
 letter to Peshwa on September 30. He wrote that we are planning to go to Devgadh
 province through Underi and later will go to Bhaskar Mama. What are your plans,
 please let us inform.139 This is no reference of the reply of Peshwa in the history.
 In the meanwhile, Alivardi Khan was restless, he gathered army and also
 appealed to the Badshah for help. At this time, Peshwa was demanding for the chaut at
 Malwa, Illahabad and other provinces to the Badshah. Badshah accepted his demands
 and assigned the task to provide security to Alivardi Khan to Peshwa. Alivardi Khan was
 aware of the enmity between the Peshwa and Raghuji. Hence, he demanded to perish
 Rahuji. Accepting it, Nanasaheb proceeded towards Bengal.
 G. S. Sardesai writes, “Both the parties were aware that the increased animocity
 between them is not beneficial for the Maratha Empire. Hence, attempts were taken to
 resolve the issue mutually.140 Raghuji had went to meet the Peshwa alone at Gaya, but
 returned after four day as no solution was sorted out.141
 The issue remained unsolved. A meeting between Alivardi Khan and Nanasaheb
 was held at Plassey. On March 31, Alivardi Khan accepted to grant Chauthai to Shahu
 Maharaj and Twenty Two Lakh Rupees to Peshwa as Ramsom.142
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After this meeting, Nawab and Peshwa attacked Raghuji. Peshwa and Raghuji
 fought at Dwirpur. Ranoji wrote on June 26, - “Our army fought a battle with Raghuji
 Bhosale at Maksudabad and defeated him, later we returned to Malwa.143
 We get the reference of this account in Shahu Maharaj’s Chitnis Charitra.
 Raghuji Bhosale attacks on Kattuck, Jagganath and Ayoudhya and recovers ramsom
 from here. Peshwa thought that Shahu Maharaj has assigned these provinces to him
 and he proceeded towards these provinces. Bhosale was of the opinion that Peshwa
 should gain the provinces as far as he could and I will gain as far as I can. Both of them
 proceed towards their own missions. However, both were engulfed with disputes and
 struggles. Both were aware that the animocity is now good for either of them. Hence,
 both of them wrote letters separately to Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj.
 Shahu Maharaj replied, - Both of you are increasing animocity between
 yourselves, this not beneficial for the empire. Both of you meet me personally and the
 provinces will be divided amongst you after discussion and accordingly you collect the
 ransom as per the division.144
 When Chatrapati Shahu called them, Nanasaheb returned and Raghuji also
 understood that it is not beneficial of either of them. Rahuji accepted the supremacy of
 the Peshwa. Both of them were given separate provinces and either of them were not
 permitted to interfere in each others regions.
 Ajmer, Agra, Prayag, Malwa were given to Peshwa while Barhad to Kuttuck were
 given to Raghuji which had the prospereous areas like Bengal, Bihar, Lucknow and
 other provinces. Peshwa was directed not to interfere in his province. Hence, Raghuji
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obtained the permission to attack Bengal from the Peshwa. The co-ordination between
 the two was accomplished on August 31, 1743.
 In the meanwhile, Raghuji under the leadership of Bhaskar Pant attacked Bengal
 again. Alivardi Khan treacherously called Bhaskar Pant to his place to make an
 agreement and killed him.145
 To take the revenge of the death of Bhaskar Mama, Raghuji with all his might
 attacked Bengal. In 1745, took Kuttuck in his control and whole of the area till
 Mushidabad by December 1745. In 1751, Alivardi Khan made an agreement and
 accepted the supremacy of the Bhosales on Odissa. He also accepted a chauthai of
 Twelve Lakh Rupees from Bengal. This was the greatest attribution of Raghuji towards
 the Maratha Empire.
 4.15.5.4 Nanasaheb third campaign to North (Novembe r 20, 1744 to 1745)
 Nanasaheb Peshwa had to go to North in 1744 as the rulers of Bundelkhand
 refused to pay the ransom. They had rebelled against the Marathas. To curb this
 rebellion, Nanasaheb established his camps in Zhansi and Sagar. In 1745, he got
 control over ‘Bhelsa’, the important center in the north.146 Later in 1746, he returned
 back after destroying Jaipur the centre of Bundelas.
 4.15.5.5 Nanasaheb’s fourth campaign or the campaig n of Newai (1748):
 Nanasaheb made his final attack on North on 1748. During this period, Abdali
 had attacked Punjab. The war of succession had began between the sons of the king of
 Jaipur, Raja Jaisingh, after his death. Jaisingh was the friend of Marathas. However,
 Nanasaheb was not able to gain the confidence of the Rajputs.
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After the death of Sawai Jaisingh, his elder son gained the throne as per the
 tradition. However, his brother with the help of the Udaypur Empire rebelled and
 attacked Jaipur and become the king. Then Ishwarsingh with the help of Shinde and
 Holkar attacked Madhavsingh. However, Mahavsingh gave bribe to Holkar and made
 him to his side. Jayaappa had supported Ishwarsingh. This erupted a conflict between
 Holkar and Shinde. Nanasaheb Peshwa himself came to Rajputana to solve the conflict
 between the two. He stayed at Newai area for almost six months. Due to this expedition
 is known as the ‘Nevai campaign’.147
 Nanasaheb decided to meet both the Sardars. He demanded a ramsom of Fifty
 Thousand Rupees and divided the Jaipur state. Ishwarsingh accepted the demand.
 However, the Rajputs were not happy with this agreement and their distrust developed
 against the Marathas.
 4.15.6 Politics in Karnataka:
 During the period of Bajirao, Fatehsingh Bhosale and Raghuji had attacked
 Karnataka in 1739.
 Later, the Nawab of Arcot Dost Ali and his son-in-law Chandasaheb started
 interfearing in the politics of Karnataka.
 In 1740, the Marathas gained success in the battle of Dalchery. The Nawab of
 Arcot was killed in this battle. However, due to the dispute between the Nawab’s son
 Safdarjung an Chandasaheb, Safdarjund with the help of Marathas gained control over
 Trichanapalli in 1740. The Marathas were given the reward of One Crore Rupees.
 Murarrao Ghorpade got the Gutti Thana.
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In 1742, Safdarjung was killed and Murtuja Ali became the Nawab of Arcot.
 Taking advantage of this opportunity, the Nizam snatched Trichanapalli from Murarrao
 Ghorpade.148 Raghuji and Peshwa had gone to the North due to which Ghorpade could
 not do much struggle with the Nizam.
 Meanwhile, Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj sent Baba Naik to Karnataka. However,
 Naik’s scheme proved futile in Karnataka. Hence, Shahu Maharaj sent Sadashiv Bhau
 to Karnatak. Sadashivrao gained the region upto Tungbhadra under his control and also
 established his control over 36 Parganas of Arkot. However, Trichanapalli had not come
 under their control.
 During this period, the health of Chatrapati Shahu deteriorated and hence all the
 campaigns of the Marathas had become mild and everyone was worried about the
 health of Shahu Maharaj. Hence, no commendable campaign was conducted during
 this period. There were several difficulties including the internal conflict, to decide heir
 after Shahu Maharaj, to adopt the heir, autonomy to Balaji Peshwa and other political
 issues can be counted. These difficulties will be discussed in details during further
 studies.
 4.16 Chatrapati Shahu on the death bed – the issue of adoption:
 In 1763, the health of Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj started deteriotion. He was 61
 years old at that time. After some time he was benefitted with the medication and he
 started attending the court proceedings. He was not having any male issue and hence
 there was worry amongst everyone regarding the heir of the Empire. Hence, his
 attention was diverted from the outside politics to the internal politics. During this period,
 the expansion policy would not be executed. In 1746, Nanasaheb spent whole year in
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Satara. His mind concentrated at internal affairs which was explained cearly in a letter
 written to Ramchandra Baba on 21 October, 1746. He writes “ Due to huge debts on
 R. Swamy government, we are deeply concentrating on the court’s internal affairs.
 With increasing expenditure of state, their irregular entries Rajashree warned officers,
 servant and ministers. Rajashree swamy was busy in his home affairs. He ordered us to
 come over here and he himself was busy in his home affairs . It was very difficult to
 say how many days would be taken to overcome these problem.”149 This letter made it
 clear that Nanasaheb Peshwa remained in Satara following indifferent health of
 Shahu Maharaj and his internal affairs. Shahu Maharaj was much worried about the
 internal crisis, debt, etc of Rane.
 4.16.1 Chhatrapati’s apathetic tendency :
 Shahu Maharaj’s mind was constantly getting depressed due to internal affairs in
 family and this depression was at high level day by day. The demise of Shripatrao
 Pratinidhi on 25 november, 1746 in Satara had added to more depression in his lives.
 He was pained much due to the death of his old and a member of the family. Shahu
 maharaj loved him very much. He feared for his own death and this suspicion made a
 room in his mind.
 Shahu Maharaj appointed Shripati’s younger brother Jagjivanraom on Shripati’s
 post. Yamaji, Shivdeo were nominated his confdents. Yamaji was opposed to the
 Peshwa. Jiwji Khanderao had also died on 6 January,1743.150 His wife Virubai (queen)
 had died on 24 December, 1740 due to severe body pains. After the death of Virubai,
 crisis erupted among other queens in the court which made Shahu maharaj more
 depressed. His lovely elephant Madari also fell into a well and died in these days.
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How the crisis of two wives made Shahu maharaj depressed in his life was explalined
 with details in a letter written by Mahadoba purandare to Peshwa . he writes “ Samprat
 Rajashree was not well, his whole body was pained in the eveniong and flowers of
 “Biba” were kept on the stomach. In this condition, there was a shadow of sorrow
 surrounded both the “wadas” , the situation was such that a cruel man too would wish
 leave the spot. In such situation , it would be better if God takes his life to relieve him
 from pains.”151 One of the two queen, elder Sakawarbai belonged to Shirke clan and
 other Sagunabai belonged to Bande clan. Sakawarbai dominated Shahu Maharaj.
 There was a competition between two queen for the properties during the last days of
 Shahu Maharaj. Meanwhile, on 25 August, 1742, Sagunabai died and and Shahu
 Maharaj plunged into further sorrow. He preferred to be out for most of the time and
 near the river he built a house “Trungriha”(Grass house) and started living there. This
 place was later known as the Vanwaswadi. He started living on the bank of the
 Shrikrishna and decided not to go Satara again. This is the reason this place is being
 known as Vanvaswadi.152
 4.16.2 Chatrapati Shahu removed Nanasaheb from the post of Peshwa:
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj’s situation has created a sense of concern in the mind
 of the Maratha Mandal. There were several political activities going on. A group was
 establishin the court to diminish the influence of the Peshwa from the mind of Shahu
 Maharaj. This include Raghuji Bhosale, Rani Sakwarbai, Mutalik of Pratinidhi, Yamaji,
 Shivdev, Dabhade, Gaikwad and other sardars. All these people were against Peshwa.
 G.S.Sardesai writes, - “Nanasaheb had himself referred to the suspicious attitude
 of Raghuji. From August 1745, Nanasaheb stayed at Satara.153 This implies that
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Nanasaheb was aware that there is a danger for his position. Chatrapati Shahu
 conducted the accusitions levied on Peshwa and finally removed him from the position
 of the Peshwa.
 In the mediaval period, it was being considered that anyother persons is capable
 of shouldering the responsibility of the prime minister. Raghuji Bhosale was called to
 Satara from Nagpur. However, he refused to accept this post. Later, he went to Satara
 agin with his son Mudhoji in 1747, but the post of Peshwas was given to Nanasaheb by
 that time. There was no one who was willing to accept this post. On the other hand, it
 was very dangerous to keep the post of Peshwa vacant due to the activities of Angre in
 Konkan, activities of Nizam against Marathas and the challenges accepted by Shinde
 and Holkar in Rajputana.154 Hence, Chatrapati reappointed Nanasaheb as the Peshwa
 of the Maratha Empire.
 4.16.3 Attempt to seek the heir of Chatrapati Shahu :
 Issue of Adoption :
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj was very worried about the issue of the security of the
 such a vast empire. He had no male issue while Sambhaji of Kolhapur had also become
 old and even he did not had a male child. Hence, Shahu Maharaj decided to adopt a
 son. Several discussion were made in the Darbar and even outside to whom should be
 adopted.
 S.M. Garge writes, “The elder Rani Sakwarbai was in the favour that the state
 administration should be run by gaining the confidence of the Bhosales of Nagpur.
 Sambhaji of Kolhapur thought that the throne was his due to the secrete agreement
 made between him and the Peshwa in 1940. Peshwa was also willing to unite the two
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seats. Later, Sakwarbai was also in the favour to give the throne to Sambhahi.155
 Everyone was taking every effort so that the state would get heir. However, Tarabai,
 sanctioned a heir of her favour from Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj. At that time, she was
 under the house arrest in the fort. She told Shahu Maharaj, why to seek any other heir,
 one of the son of her son Shivaji Raje has been kept in secrecy. Make him the king.156
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj made several attempts to seek heir for the Kingdom.
 He also sought to get heir from any Rajput ruler, but all his efforts proved in vein.
 Why did Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj sought the other alternative than to give the
 kingdom to Sambhaji can be clear from this Bakhar. – “Sambhaji Raje was not
 intelligent and did not had the organizational skills. Hence, it was necessary to adopt a
 son. One has to seeked like this. If anyone from outside the family is made the king, he
 would face several difficulties in the later periods. Tarabai had kept her grandson in
 secrecy, he should be found.157 To confirm it, Bhagwantrao Amatya of Chawade was
 brought and was asked on the oath about the truth on the bank of River Shrikrishna.
 Yashvantrao Potnis and Govinrao Chitni were sent to take the news of Bhagwantrao.
 He told on the oath and then it was cleared that there was a son of the family. Shahu
 Maharaj told that after his demise, he should be made king and the administration
 should be run according to his will. However, Sakwarbai objected to it. She told that the
 grandson of Tarabai is fake. Still, Shahu Maharaj sent his confident clerk to Pangaon
 which had badly condemned by Sakwarbai. She started collecting the force. As the
 situation was going out of hand, Shahu Maharaj handed over a list to Govindrao and
 asked him to make a proposal.
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Here, the Peshwa was also very alert. He called Shinde and Holkar and reached
 Satara. Peshwa was favourable in giving the throne to Ramraja. However, Shahu
 Maharaj also knew the thoughts of the opponents of the Peshwa. He got the idea of the
 thoughts of the opponents through Govindrao Chitnis. He also not opposed to it, but
 Sakwarbai maintained her objection to it. He invited Sambhaji Raje along with the army.
 Sambhaji proceeded towards Satara. Peshwa then sent his army and restricted him
 near Varna. Hence, Sambhaji returned back to Kolhapur. At the end, Chatrapati Shahu
 Maharaj with the intension to resolve this dispute, give two lists to the Peshwa. These
 lists were very important. It has been written approximately in 1749, during the Navratri
 Utsav means on October 1. These two lists were the sanads granted to Peshwa
 regarding the heir of the Marathashahi. These two lists remained disputed in the history
 of the Marathas. These lists had the orders to adopt Ramraja and the Peshwa was
 given the rights to take over all the state administration and the control over the army.
 Althought, the Chatrapati would be anyone, Peshwa had the right to run the
 administration to take decisions regarding the army and no one was to interfere in it.
 More importantly, Peshwa was directed not to bring the King of Kolhapur to Satara. This
 was the Sanad which transferred the whole power to the Peshwa.
 With this Sanad, the seat of Chatrapati remained nominal and the real power was
 transferred from Satara to Pune. After this, no Chatrapati was able to bring back this
 power from Pune to Satara. On the other hand, after the death of Shahu Maharaj, the
 dispute between Tarabai and Ramraje diminished the glory of the Maratha Empire.
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj died on December 15, 1749.
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