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Chapter III
 Personality development of Chhatrapati Shahu Mahara j 3.1 Introduction
 3.2 Birth,Childood of Chatrpati Shahu Maharaj
 3.3 House arrests of Chatrpati Shahu Maaraj and yeshubai
 3.4 Life activities of Chhatrpati Shau Maharaj in the prison of Badshah
 3.5 Attempts by Rajaram Maharaj to release Chatrpati Sahu Maharaj ( Death of
 Rajaram 1700 A.D.)
 3.6 Attempts by Badshah to preach muslim culture and coversion of Shahu
 Maharaj
 3.6.1 Attempts for conversion of Shahu Maharaj by Aurangjeb, Shahu opposed it
 3.6.2 Marriage of Shahu Maharaj
 3.7 Spiritual attitudes of Catrapati Shahu Maharaj
 3.8 Domination of Shahu Maharaj on political bigwigs ,mentors
 3.8.1 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
 3.8.2 Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj
 3.8.3 Maharani Yesubai
 3.8.4 Jyotyaji Kesarkar
 3.8.5 Raibhanji Bhosale
 3.8.6 Jinnat Unnisa (Badshahi Begum)
 3.8.7 Zulfikar Khan alias Itikad Khan
 3.8.8 Maharaj Tarabai
 3.9 Shahu Maharaj’s case presented before Aurangzeb, Death of Aurangzeb:
 3.10 Release of Shahu Maharaj from captivity
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3.1 Introduction :
 In the medieval history, the dynasty which gave stiff resistance to the dominance
 of the Muslim Kingdoms in Maharashtra was the ‘Bhosale’ dynasty.
 This dynasty not only restricted the domination of the Muslim Kingdoms, but also
 established their independence and expanded their empire.
 Shahji Raje Bhosale is considerd as the framer of the ‘Swaraj’. Later, his
 decedents transformed the Swaraj into a vast Samrajya (Empire).
 Chatrapati Shahu with his innovative schemes expanded the boundaries of this
 empire in his political tenure. Hence, Shahu Maharaj was been seen in the history of the
 Maratha Empire as the builder of this vast empire.
 In this further study stress has been laid on how this great soul Shahu Maharaj
 developed his leadership qualities, how he attained the education and was nurtured, his
 childhood and others facts.
 3.2 Birth and early childhood of Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj :
 Shahu Maharaj was son of Sambhaji Maharaj and Yesubai. Sambhaji Maharaj
 had an elder daughter named ‘Bhavani’. As he was not having a son, he sought advice
 from a Shiv Yogi. The Yogi advised him to initiate a ‘Putrakameshthi Yagnya’ for gaining
 a son. When Sambhaji Maharaj conducted this Yagnya, he was blessed by Mother Kali,
 who appeared before him and told him that she will herself take birth as a son to him.1
 In this regard Sardesai has presented some shloks (Rhymes) from Parmanand Kavyam
 Anupuran. It follows –
 Deueb pehew§e efJeefJeOew›e&lewjeÛeefjlewjefhe leheesefYeefJe&ØejefÛelewefve&Ùecewjhejwjefhe (73)
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oeveOece&oÙeeefYe§e ØeejyOewefJe&ØeYeewpevew : ØemeVe[defmce cenejepe meceeheÙe cen›eleced (74)
 heg¤<eb ØeefleheÅeeenb YeefJe<Ùeeefce meglemleJe YetYeejb mebnefj<Ùeeefce heeueefÙe<Ùeebefce Yetmegjeved (75)
 j#eefÙe<Ùeeefce Oesvetveeb ieCeeved ÙeJevenmlele: DeveeLeebmleejefÙe<Ùeeefce og:Ke heJeÌ[:efoJeeefveMeced (76)
 og̊ eved meceo&efÙe<Ùeeefce mLeeheefÙe<Ùeeefce osJelee: Oece& mebJeOe&efÙe<Ùeeefce n<e&efÙe<Ùeeefce megvojer: (78)
 vetleveeved keâuheefÙe<Ùeefce keâeÙe&YeejOegjvOeeved DeeuneoefJe<Ùeeefce Oevew«eewcÙeeved keâeskeä[:Ce peeVejeved (79)
 ceneje˚ ^esoYeJeeved ceOÙelejerlÙeeefJe<Ceeefce Yetleues DeevevoefÙe<Ùeeefce JeOetJe=vob ieesheefleÙe&Lee (80)
 mJecelesveeÛeefj<Ùeeefce jepeOecee&veveskeâMe: mJewefjCeerveeb peveheos ØeoemÙeefce ceneYeÙeced (81)
 DehejeOeb peveke=âleb #eefce<Ùeeefce ielemceÙee yengkeâeueb Oeefj<Ùeeefce meece leeceüoueeefOehew : (82)
 SkeâÛÚ$e keâefj<Ùeeefce meeceüepÙeb peieleerleues heeheefOo& meÛÛeefj<Ùeeefce meJe&keâeues efJeMes<ele: (83) Dele: megleeLe& jepesvõ efÛevleeb cee kegâ¤ keâefn&efÛeled mJeuhewjnesefYemleveÙeJeoveb õ#Ùeefme OegÇJeced (84)
 lele: keâefleheÙeenesefYece&nekeâeuees cece efØeÙe: DeekeâejefÙe<Ùeefle cegoe lJeeb mJekeâerÙe mLeueb Øeefle (85)
 FlLeb ceneJejb olJee JejeÙe efMeJemetveJes Devleefn&lee meceYeJevcenekeâeueer leoe #eCeeled (86)2
 V. S. Bendre says – “Chatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj tithi was January 16, 1681.
 Prior to that, He was remarried to Yesubai, as per the tradition and at the same time,
 the Putra Kameshti Yagnya washeld. After this, on January 15, 1682, he was blessed
 with a son. He was named as Shivaji. However, Aurangzeb continued to call him as
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‘Shahu’.3 Sardesai says – Yesubai had two sons. Daughter Bhavanibai was born on
 28/1/1679 at Shringarpur while son Shahu on 17/5/1682 at Gangawali. (It is seen that
 Yesubai was with Sambhaji Maharaj during the period of war).
 Shringarpur is near Samgameshwar where there is a Surve village. Here, she
 had gone to this village near Katrya of Shikrya for delivery. Gangavali village is near
 Mangaon near Raigadh.4
 Dr. Shivde – “Yesubai gave brith to the third heir of the Marathashahi throne.
 Yesubai gave birth in Shake 1604, Dudambhi Samvatsr in Vaishakh Vaidh Thursday 7
 on Shat Tarka Nakshatra Charan – 3, Ras Kumbh, tithi May 18, 1882. The boy was
 named ‘Shivaji’.5
 Herwadkar says – “Shivaji Maharaj had gained rebirth assuming the name of
 ‘Shiv’. This would be because he would have wanted to fulfil his ambition of the
 conquest of the Northern India. Sambhaji Raje had a son on Shake 1602 Raudra Nam
 Samvatsar shudh 10 (Shake 1604 Dudumbhi Samvastar Vaishakh Vadhya 7, Thursday,
 Tithi May 18, 1682). His name was Shivaji Raja – Jedhe Shakavali.6
 Shahu Maharaj was born on May 18, 1682 at Gangavali village situatuated at the
 footsteps of Raigadh. Majority of the historians have accepted this date as this was the
 period of turmoil and struggle in the Maratha Empire. The initial education of Shahu
 began under the able guidance of Jyotyaji Kesarkar and mother Yesubai.
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3.3 Maharani Yesubai and Shahu Maharaj under house arrest:
 Sambhaji Maharaj was arrested on February 1, 1689.7 Aurangzeb received the
 news of the arrest of Sambhaji, he uttered, “the god has relieved him from a very
 troublesome enemy”. Aurangzeb breathed a sigh of relief with the arrest of Sambhaji
 Maharaj. However, the trouble will continued until the heir of the Maratha Empire and its
 capital is not under the Mughal Empire. Hence, he sent his able general Itikad Khan
 with a large army towards Raigadh.8 This was a terrible period for the Maratha Empire
 when Sambhaji Maharaj was arrested and a huge Mughal army had surrounded the
 Raigadh Fort.
 Shahu Maharaj was just seven years old at this time while Rajaram Maharaj was
 just 19 years old.
 Yesubai could have easility mounted her son Shahu on the throne and would
 have taken the control of the empire in her hands. However, Yesubai selflessly decided
 to look after the administration and declared Rajaram Maharaj the king of the empire.9 A
 new administrative system was adopted at Raigadh. Rajaram Maharaj was kept under
 house arrest at Aahabkhana in the fort. He was later released by Killedar of Raigadh
 Changoji Katkar and Yesoji Kank in Magh Amavasya (February 9, 1689) and was
 coronated as the king. At the time of coronation of Rajaram Maharaj, Sambhaji was
 alive and was under the captivity of the Mughals. He was killed on March 11, 1689.
 Manaji More and Varkad who were earlier arrested by Sambhaji Maharaj were released
 and were reinstated at their previous services.10
 Zulfikar Khan Bahadur was assigned the task to capture Rayari (Raigadh).
 Emperor Aurangzeb had issued ordered that whatever assistance would be needed for
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the expedition should be taken from the Prince Shahzada Azam. Zulfikar Khan
 surrounded Raigadh on 25/3/1689.11 and established his camp at the footsteps of
 Raigadh. The fort had a natural security. It was 250 feet above the sea level. It had its
 boundaries as Torna in east, Kangora and Songadh in south, Gangala in North- East
 and Nalagad in North – West and Osalagadh in North. Raigadh was secured from all
 the sides with these forts and was standing to safeguard the empire between them.12
 Itikad Khan (Zulfikar Khan) setup his camp, two Kos away from Ramsi. The fort
 proved strong enough than his expectations. There was no other fort in the entire
 Konkan stronger than this fort. There was only one entrance to the fort. Hence, it was
 impossible to dugout a tunnel below the fort. Then Zulfikar Khan, Afaali Khan and others
 along with horsemen went very close to the fort and started firing guns on the fort.
 During this activity, Zulfikhar Khan lost several of his able men. Frustrated of huge
 losses, he burnt the Maratha localities at the foothills and returned from there. He setup
 his cap at Bujurg Badi Dargah, not far away from the fort. As soon as he reached the
 camp, Hambirrao of Satara attacked on the camp. Around 1500 Maratha soldiers fought
 bravely and laid down their lives. Similarly, around 900 Mughal soldiers were also killed.
 As Maratha army was less in number it left the battlefield. The teams established to cut
 the sources (Rasad) of the Mughal army also left.13
 It is clear from this letter, that the Raigadh district was in the position to fall into
 the hands of the Mughals. The sardars deployed at Raigadh came to know that the
 treasury was empty while the army was also deteriorated. The brave soilders and
 sardars were killed while fighting with the Mughals. The fractions of Mughal army were
 incurring huge losses to the Maratha Empire at various fronts. Under these
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circumstances it was much difficult to keep the Maratha Empire intact and retain the
 security of the forts. It was also impossible to directly attack the Mughal army. The
 experienced sardars on the fort acquainted Maharani Yesubai with this situation.
 Yesubai said, “You all experienced sardars should leave the fort with the convoy of
 Maharaja Rajaram. Myself and my son will remain at Raigadh. When of you when leave
 the fort, the attention of the enemy will be diverted and when you will reach to some
 secured place, you can make arrangements to rescue us from the fort.14
 The reference of this event is find in the Bakhars of the Bhakharkars in the own words
 of Maharani Yesubai. “The prince is young, the empire has gone from our hands, hence
 you all brave sardars should take Rajaram and leave the fort. There is no other place
 than Raigadh where we can remain secured. You all after getting out from here
 concentrate to re-establish the empire. Raigadh is a strong fort and the enemy could not
 acquire it easily. It will take around six months or a year for the enemy to get the control
 of the fort. After gaining stability outside, you can attempt to rescue us from the fort. If
 this step is not taken every member of the family will fall in the hands of the enemy”.15
 The history has witnessed that the Marathas were never defeated by any power.
 This fact was relevant with this episode of the history. It was very difficult for the
 Mughals to conquest the Raigadh fort in a front to front battle. A period of almost eight
 months had been passed when the Mughal army had surrounded the fort. Despite this,
 Itikad Khan could not move a step toward gaining his supremacy on the fort. On the
 other hand, pressure was constantly mounting on him from the Emperor to gain the fort.
 Aurangzeb provided all the possible resources including the food, army and ammunition
 to him to gain the success in the war.16
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At this crucial moment, Changoji Katkar took over the control of security of the
 Raigadh fort in his hand. It was a rainy season and had benefitted the Marathas to a
 certain extent to retain their independence. The Marathas were completely blocked and
 the assistance they would have received from outside could not reach them due to the
 clogged-up surrounding by the Mughal army. There was only assistance extended by
 Shankarji Narayan at that moment, but as he was removed from the post of secretary, it
 was not possible for him to do much to retain the independence of the fort.
 The struggle continued for nine month under such conditions. During this period,
 Zulfikar Khan, the Subhedar of Janjira, Khairiyat Khan Siddhi reached the battle field
 according to the orders of the Emperor. The Marathas had limited arms and
 ammunitions to combat the huge Mughal army. Zulfikar Khan surrounded the fort from
 all the sides and hence there was no way to provide assistance from the Marathas to
 the inmates. On the other hand, the Mughal were constantly bombarding on the fort.
 Under these conditions, there was no alternative for the Marathas than to surrender to
 the enemy. Suryaji Pisal made aware about the situation to Rani Yesubai. At the end,
 the Killedar started the talks for negotiation with Zulfikar Khan.17 Historian Dr Shivde
 says in this regard, “There was no alternative left with Yesubai than to accept the terms
 of the Mughals. It was necessary to come to an agreement with Zulfikar Khan through a
 confident mediator from the Maratha side. Hence, Zulfikar Khan selected Suryaji Pisal
 to carry forward the negotiations. Suryaji Pisal was the Patil (chief) of Ozarde village. He
 was accused of guiding Zulfikar Khan the way to Raigadh. The allegations levied on him
 were all false and he proved to be instrumental in commencing a pact of Raigadh
 between Marathas and the Mughals at that crucial period.18
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According to Bendre, “Suryaji Pisal acted as a mediator in the pact of Raigadh.
 Under this pact, he secured assurance that Rani Yesubai and others would be treated
 with dignity and self respect. The fort was to be handed over to the Mughals. This pact
 was made in Shake 1611 Kartik Mas (October 1689).19
 Emperor ordered Khan that he should bring Sambhaji’s wife, children in the
 court. He took Sambhaji’s son Shivaji (Shahu), Mansingh, Madansingh, Sambhaji’s wife
 and other people to the court. Two boxes containing valuable beads and gems were
 presented to the Emperor which he later handed over in the custody of Fazal Khan. The
 accomplice of Zulfikar Khan, Sar Afraz Khan and Khai Andesh Khan also presented
 gifts to the Emperor. However, the emperor did not accept it. Later, brought all the three
 children of Sambhaji Maharaj to the Emperor.20
 Emperor according to their capacities granted the title of Raja, Mansabi,
 elephants, horses and Saranjams to them. He also appointed the officers to administer
 the Saranjamis. He ordered to arrange for the education of these children. He gifted
 valuable gems and jewellery to Sambhaji’s mother, sister, wife and others. The able
 sardars of Sambhaji like Khandoji, Ramaji, Janoji and others had also came to the
 Mughal camps. They were also granted Mansabi and Saranjams by the Emperor
 according to their capacities. Sixteen men of Shahjada Akbar were captivated, of whom
 only two were granted the capital punishment while all the others were released. Abdul
 Qadar Khan and his wife who were captives of Sambhaji had also came to the Mughal
 camp. They were handed over to the concerned men of Abdul Qadar.21
 3.4 Life cycle of Catrpati Shahu Maaraj in prison of Badshah:
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As soon as Shahu, Yeshuybai and others reached Agra from Raigad Badshah ad
 made their residential arrangement near his residence at Lalvunati area independently.
 There tents were erected for residence and separate arrangement was made for
 security of women folk. With the arrangement for employees “Rani Ka Bazar” was also
 set up near the residences of viziers (Vajirs). As per the qualification, a particular sum
 was given for annual expenditure to every people. “Sapta Hazari Mansab” was also
 declared giving a title “King” to Shahu and his horse riders. The residing arrangement
 was made for Shahu, his mother and grandmother. No separate residential
 arrangement. There was no less arrangement for eatable at the beginning, but strong
 security was imposed there. 22 This is clear that it was decided to give full honors to
 Shahu, Yeshubai and others, but keet under tight security. Aurangajeb mightg have
 thought that Chhatrapati Rajaram and his Sardars would escape from there if they get a
 chance. Aurangjeb had given a title “King” with Sapta Hazari Mansab to Shahu. Apart
 from this, cloths, gem-studded dagger, horses, elephants, flag, drums, naval force, etc
 were given in honors. His brothers, Madansingh, Uddhavsingh, and others were also
 given “Mansab” accordi ng to their quality.
 The name of Sambhaji’s son (origin) was Shivaji. Badshah used to call him
 “Sav” which turned into “Shahu” in later course. In this regard, Rajwade stated that the
 real name of Shahu was Shahaji, which was corrupted to Shahu in the later course. In
 the Persian lkanguage Shahaji means Shahji which means Shah (King). Apart, Grand
 Duff and Bakharkars have mentioned that the real name of Shahu was Shivaji. The
 various seals found from the contemporary period mentioned his name as Shivaji and
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later he was called as Shahu.23 This implies that the real name of Shahu was Shivaji
 and it was continued as Shahu even afterwords.
 While leaving Raigadh, Yesubai called Khando Ballal to know the situation. At
 that time Shahu was also with Yesubai. She took assurance from Ballal who later
 proceeded towards Chandi with Shahu. 24
 Here, Aurangzeb was pleased with the conduct of Yesubai and Shahu. He
 granted five jahagirs to Shahu which included Akkalkot, Indaput, Supe, Baramati and
 Newasa. He also gave a gold sword, Shivaji’s Bhavani Sword and Afzal Khan’s sword.
 He was also awarded with the Sapta Hazari Mansab and awarded the right to adminster
 the provinces to Yesubai. A seal was given to her to conduct the administration. As
 Shahu was young, Yesubai used to issue orders with this seal. It was mentioned that
 ‘Yesubai Walida Shahu Raja San Ahad’ which means ‘Yesubai, mothe of Shahu Raja
 Year First.25 Able Maratha sardars including Jyotyaji Kesarkar, Moropant Sabnis and
 others were with Yesubai to assist her in administration.
 The Emperor had stationed at Galgale and Brahmapuri, it was the period when
 Yesubai and Shahu received his patronage. The Emperor the in 1699 started an
 expedition to conquest of the forts. From here the trouble started for Yesubai and
 Shahu. It is possible that during this period both of them stayed in a military camp.
 Stress was building on them due to the increase expenditure. The natural phenomenon
 like cold, wind and rain was also a matter of concern for them. This fact was clear from
 a letter written to Devas of Chincwad.26 Although, Shahu was granted the Sapta Hazari
 Mansab, his regime had to face several difficulties. As a captive, he was refrained from
 the developments and activities of the outside world.
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Shahu Maharaj’s life was inactive just like the life of his uncle Rajaram. Shahu
 was not permitted to wander in the jungles. He was allowed to move in the limited area
 of the military camp. There was no provision for his education. His life of full of
 loneliness and hardship.27
 On July 10, 1703, Emperor conducted Diwan-E-Khas co urt, Description:
 The details about the Mansabdari granted to Shahu is mentioned in the records
 of the Akhbari. The emperor today organised a Diwan-E-Khas. The Daroga (manager)
 of this court is Hamidoddin Khan Bahadur. The emperor asked him to give two agendas
 of the court.
 The agendas were as follows.
 1) Umdatulmutak – Aaamir Ul Umarah (Asad Khan, chief administrator)
 2) Bakshi Ul Mutak (Ruhalla Khan)
 3) Bakshi Ulmutuk – Sadruddin Musammad Khan
 4) Majtab Khan
 5) Jati Ali Mohammad Khan
 6) Mansoor Khan
 7) Raja Shahu
 8) Hamidadin Khan Bahadur
 9) Inayat Ullah Khan
 10) Abdul Rahim Khan
 11) Rashid Khan
 12) Shadi Khan
 13) Waqar Khan
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14) Mujib Khan 28
 To sum up, the life of Shahu Maharaj was like a captivated bird in a cage. He
 was not allowed to go anywhere at his will. It is true that Aurangzeb had granted several
 gifts to him, but it is also true that he was a captive.
 3.5 Rajaram Maharaj’s attempt to release Shahu Maha raj from
 captivity (Rajaram’s death, 1700) :
 Rajaram Maharaj had announced that Chatrapati Shahu is the real heir of the
 Maratha throne. He appealed to the Maratha sardars that it was their duty release their
 King. He never conducted his own coronation but acted as the custodian of the empire.
 He made an unsuccess attempt to release Shahu while coming from Jinji.
 Rajaram Maharaj directly attacked Aurangzeb’s camp at Aurangabad. The detailed
 information of this is obtained from the Bakhar composed by Chitnis. This makes clear
 that Rajaram Maharaj had immense love for his nephew and also had an intention to
 show the might of Marathas to Aurangzeb. Rajaram secretely attack the camp of
 Aurangzeb in night with some of his confident men. This was a very courageous attempt
 and would have even caused his life. But, he was determined to release Shahu from
 captivity of Badshah. Rajaram was not able to release Shahu.
 According to the Bakharkar, “On this night, the Emperor had stayed in another
 tent than the regualar one. He was called by his Begum for dinner there. Shahu was
 also accompanied him. Hence, due to this reason, this courageous expedition was
 failed and Rajaram was very disappointed.29 After this Aurangzeb shifted his camp.
 Rajaram Maharaj after coming to Maharashtra, declared Shahu Maharaj as the
 real heir of the throne and attempted to release him from the captivity. Several
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historians are of the opinion that Rajaram made several attempts to release Shahu.
 After spending some time at Pune, Rajaram went to Sinhagadh. Rajaram was suffering
 from a cardiac disease. He was suffering from severe fever after reaching Sinhagadh.
 Due to the cardiac disease, there were clots in his blood and he died on Phalgun Mah
 March 2, 1700.
 His funeral was conducted by Jiwaji Raje Bhosale Wavikar, a descendant of
 Vithoji Raje Bhosale. He was in his 30s when he died.30
 It makes clear that Rajaram Maharaj had wholeheartedly took efforts to release
 Shahu. Even while breathing his last, he issued directives in this regard to his senior
 officials. Bendre in this regard opines that after the death of Rajaram, it was impossible
 that efforts would have been taken to release Shahu because Ramchandra Pant and
 Shankarraoji had confiscated the Inams and grants of Maratha Sardars who were in the
 service of Shahu.31
 3.6 Shahu Maharaj’s nurturing in the Mughal camp a nd attempt
 for his conversion:
 A struggled and problem filled life of any person is successful only withhis proper
 nurturing. With proper upbringing he can confront any struggle and problem in life.
 Chatrapati Shahu is the best example of this. The initial period of his life which was of
 around 18 years was under captivity. During this period he faced several hardships. It
 was necessary for him to have courage and coordinative vision to come out of such
 conditions. All these qualities can be acquired only through proper nurturing. The family
 upbringing and nurturing he received from his uncle Chatrapati Rajaram Maharaj and
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his ancestors proved very useful in his life. During captivity he faced several
 unavoidable events, which he confronted with courage. In 1700, Shahu was engulfed
 with severe fever. The impact of this fever was so severe that it continued on his mind
 and body throughout the life. The information mentioned in the Akhbarat regarding his
 fever is as follows, - On August 26, Shahu went to meet the Emperor and obliged before
 him, Emperor said to him, “Why your face paled and yellow. What is the reason behind
 it”. Khoja Hafiz Ambar told the emperor, “Raja Shahu do not eat the cooked food like
 grains, Dal, Chapati and rice. He only takes sweet things. In the Hindu jails, the cooked
 food is banned to the prisoners and Shahu considers himself as a prisoner”.32
 From ancient times, there was a tradition in Hindus that any person who is a
 prisoner does not intake cooked food. Shahu had also accepted this policy.
 Hence, despite receiving several expensive gifts from the emperor, it could not
 lured Shahu despite Shahu in his childhood. In this regard, Bendre says, “In 1700, when
 the Emperor came to know that the other Hindus who had been in the imprisonment of
 the Emperor, do not take the cooked food, similarly, Shahu also considered himself as a
 captive and do not take the cooked food and is alive only on the dry fruits and sweets.
 Hence, the Emperor, directed to Hamiduddin Khan, “Shahu, you are not a captive, you
 are in your own home, you did not have to refrain yourself form the cooked food”.33
 Shahu and his accomplice were aware of their responsibilities and used to follow the
 conduct according to the provisions prescribed for the prisoners.
 Shahu Maharaj was nurtured in way where he had inculcated the values. He
 never diverted from these values and acted according to the nurtures he received from
 his guardians.

Page 16
                        

3.6.1 Aurangzeb’s attempt to convert Shahu into Is lam and Shahu’s
 resistance:
 After the arrest of Sambhaji Maharaj, the Emperor had insisted him to convert in
 Islam. Sambhaji refused to the offer due to which he was sentenced to death. This was
 the similar situation with his son now. As Shahu was moving towards his teens, it was
 becoming difficult for Aurangzeb to get control him. He thought that if Shahu is
 converted into Islam, his problem would be sorted out to some extent. Accoringly, in
 1703 summer, he issued order to initiate Shahu into Islam during the Muharram festival
 to be held at Pune. After the orders of conversion were issued attempts were made to
 know the consent of Shahu Maharaj. The emperor sent Hamidoddin Khan to Shahu to
 know his opinion about conversion. When Shahu and his mother sought the situation
 that they would be forcibly converted, they disturbed the cordial atmosphere making hue
 and cry over the conversion.34
 On May 9, 1703, the history mentions, - “Badshah sent Hamidoddin to Shahu to
 convince him for conversion. Hamidoddin Khan went to Shahu and told him about the
 orders of Badshah. Shahu summarily rejected the offer of the Emperor. Khan then
 conveyed the reply of Shahu to the Emperor.
 After hearing Shahu’s reply, the emperor only said to keep a close watch on
 Shahu.35
 Opposing courageously, Shahu denied the order of Badshah. The major reason
 behind it was the nurtures he received from his ancestors Shivaji and Sambhaji
 Maharaj. Similarly, the guidance of Yesubai was also very important in this regard.
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It is a matter of study that from where Shahu Maharaj received the strength and
 capacity to take such a benevolent decision. It undoubtedly diverts our attention towards
 the guidance and nurture provided him by his mother Maharani Yesubai. The whole of
 the atmosphere in the Mughal military camp was inclined towards the Muslim way of
 life. It was obvious that it would have a deeper impact on the mind of young Shahu
 about Muslim religion while living in the close vicinity of Emperor Aurangzeb. The major
 reason behind it was the close vigilance of his mother on every development and
 activity in the camp. He was in the strict vigil of the Mughals for almost 18 years. During
 this period, Yesubai was with him and guided him on every occasion. It can be said that
 Yesubai was the person, who nurtured the notions of self-religion in the mind of Shahu
 and also protected it from violated.36In this context, Shahu and Yeshubai politely asked
 the Begam to talk her father to prevent him from implementing his decision. Begam
 listen them with a favour and apprised him of the situation making her father ready in
 this regard. Badshah send a message “I have alredy taken a decision and if the
 decision is taken back, it will have no value”. Howeve, if two prominent Maratha
 sardars are converted into muslim instead of one shahu,. the decision can be taken
 back. the issue of conversion of two prominent maratha sardars made Yeshubai much
 worried as a Hindi proverb “Jan per bani jo punch per aai”.37 At such critical situation,
 two Maratha sardars, Gujar brothers, Khanderao and Jagjivan made themselves ready
 to become muslim with a view to save the prestige of Shahu. On May 16, both were
 converted into muslim and they were christened as Abdurhim and Abdur. Shahu
 Maharaj had never forgetton the benefaction of Khanddrao in life. 38 Khandoji was
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given Salgaon as a gift. His descendants are still living at Parali (Satara).35 This means
 Shahu had not forgot the Kindness of Khanderao.
 According to the historians, Yesubai nurtured Shahu Maharaj in a way that he
 should never go away from the traditional Hindu culture assimilated in the Indian society
 for several centuries. The reverence for the Hindu Dharam which was enlightened in the
 minds of Chatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji, Yesubai in the similar way always kept this
 feeling enlightened in the mind of Shahu. The event of non-conversion of Shahu
 Maharaj has immense importance in the history of Marathas. The real architect behind it
 was Maharani Yesubai.
 3.6.2 Marraige of Shahu Maharaj :
 When Shahu attended the marriageable age, the subject of his marriage was
 kept before the Badshah. Herwadkar says in this regard, “When Shahu attended
 marriageable age, Begum appealed the Badshah to arrange his marriage. Then
 Badshah issued order to Uddhav Yogdev, Moropant Sabnis, Jyotyaji Kesarkar “We
 have several able sardars in our court. Many would have matrimonial relations with the
 family of the Raja earlier. You should chose one of the girl of these sardars and arrange
 for their marriage. Provision of one lakh rupees will be made for the grand marriage”.39
 Sardesai says, - “In 1703, Badshah conducted two marriages of Shahu Maharaj.
 Jyotyaji Kesarkar chose two daughters of the sardars who were in the service of the
 emperor and arrange their marriages. The brides were granddaughter of Rustumrao
 Jadhav and daughter of Mansingh Rajasbai and the second was Ambikabai, daughter
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of Shinde of Kaveherkhed. On Margashis Shukla 2 Shake 1625, November 29, 1703,
 Mansingh Jadhav was ordered to bring his daughter. This shows that two marriages
 were held.40
 3.7 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj’s spiritual behavious :
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj was a religious person. The spiritual and religious
 thought got more stronger under the guidance of his mother Maharani Yesubai. He had
 respect for all religions and adopted the policy of secularism. Still, he was more inclined
 for the defence of his own religion.
 D. K. Birasdar says, “He used to pay due respect to the saints, sadhus, Mahants,
 Goswami, Mulla, Maulavi, Fakir and other equally. He used to extend financial
 assistance to the temples, mosques, maths and churches. He has special reverence for
 Brahmendra Swami, Baba Thakurdas, Kachreshwar Swami, Gangadhar Swami and
 others. He used to discusses several issues with them. He considered Brahmendra
 Swami as his Guru. With all these aspects we can observe his spiritual and religious
 behaviour.
 3.8 Impact of shrewd politicians on the life of Ch atrapati Shahu :
 Chatrapti Shahu had deeper impact of the contemporary shrewd politicians on
 his life. His ancestors were able politicians and administrators. It is said that a man is
 made according to the surrounding and the impact of persons around him. There were
 several persons including the politicians, mahatmas and others who had directly or
 indirectly influenced his life.
 3.8.1 Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj :
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There was greater impact of life of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj on Chatrapati
 Shahu. He was brave, courageous and able administrator like his grandfather Shivaji.
 Although, he did not had all the abilities possessed by Shivaji, but he had the essential
 quality which was necessary for running the vast empire. He had the qualities like
 leadership, decision making power and understanding people instantly. He had the
 ability to spot the capacities of the persons and to accomplish the hardest tasks from
 them.
 While commencing the nation building task, he showed farsightedness while
 making decision and also handled the difficult situations with coolness and
 courageously. Shahu continued the policies of Shivaji of extension, defence and
 development of the empire, efficiently throughout his life. This could be done due to the
 greater impact of Shivaji Maharaj on his life.
 Describing the ambitions of Shahu Maharaj G.S. Sardesai writes, “The
 Hindupadpatshahi created by Chatrapati Shivaji was nurtured during the period of
 Shahu Maharaj. He used to think it as his greatest ambition in his life”41
 3.8.2 Chatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj :
 Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj had a sense of respect and pride for his father
 Sambhaji Maharaj. Like his father he was completely inclined towards the protection of
 the self-religion. During the period of Captivity, Aurangzeb tried to convert him to Islam.
 However, Shahu keeping the ideal of his father in front refused to convert to Islam. At
 this time, Shahu was merely a boy.
 In this regard, Bendre says, “Sambhaji Maharaj, who was aware of his
 responsibilities from his childhood, during his tenure as Chatrapati made his righteous
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conduct on the basis of excellent Rajdharma, yudha and judicial system. In his youth,
 keeping himself aloof from the pleasures worked on the message given in Bhagvad Gita
 ‘Karmanvadhikaraste’ and showed the strength of his soul. Never obliging before the
 Badshah, he shouldered his Rajdharma, Swadharma of Hindavi Swaraj despite being
 inflicted with severe torture and hardship. ‘Swadharma Nidhan Shreya’ was the basis of
 his conduct with satisfaction and firmness.42 All, these qualities of his father had a
 deeper impact on Shahu Maharaj. Keeping the ideal of his father in front of his life, he
 never consumed cooked food during captivity and firmly objected to his conversion.
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3.8.3 Maharani Yesubai :
 Shahu Maharaj has immense impact of Maharani Yesubai on his life. She has
 enormous contribution in the history of Marathas. Daughter-in-law of Shavaji and
 Maharani of Sambhaji lived a luxurious life at her home. Later, she had to live a life of
 the refugee under the captivity of the Mughals in Delhi. The first 18 years of the captivity
 Shahu and Yesubai were together. When Zulfikar Khan surrounded Raighad, her advice
 to the shrewed sardars to vacate the fort shows her commitment towards the Swaraj.
 She nurtured Shahu to live with self-respect even during the imprisonment of the
 enemy. She transformed his life with the training of strictness, indentity and
 positiveness. Yesubai always never allowed Shahu to divert from his religion despite
 living in the atmosphere of the other religion.
 When studying the life of Yesubai seriously, her qualities of tolerance, religious,
 serious and selflessness made her stand firm during the captivity of 30 years and her
 sacrifice as a prisoner. Her status in the history of Maratha Empire is in no respect
 inferior to Jijau Sahab, Tararani and others. Sane Guruji in his book “Bharatiya Nari’
 says, “Wife of Sambhaji Mharaj ‘Yesubai’ was great and courageous”. This means that
 Jijau was the perfect example of Saraswati (Knowledge, Culture), Tararani the example
 of bravery like Mahisasur Mardini, Kalika Mardini while Yesubai was the example of
 selflessness and tolerance. 43 This notion proposed by Dr Shivde perfectly fits the
 reference. The thoughts and conduct of Yesubai had a greater impact on the life of
 Shahu Maharaj. Several historians have accepted this fact.
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3.8.4 Jyotyaji Kesarkar :
 Jyotyaji Kesarkar was a sardar in the service of Sambhaji Maharaj. He had
 acquired an identity of a personal loyal of Sambhaji Maharaj. After the death of
 Sambhaji Maharaj, he continued his services for Shahu Maharaj. Jyotyaji had immense
 impact on the life of Shahu Maharaj.
 Bendre said, “Jyotyaji Kesarkar was the Patil of the Punjal village of the Karveer
 Province. Later he joined the service of Sambhaji Maharaj. He was one of the most
 eminent Maratha sardar during this period and attained the highest position due his
 lolayty and efficiency. He was the guardian of Shahu Maharaj, he nurtured him during
 the childhood, played with him and also provided necessary education. During the
 captivity period, he played a major role. He conducted the activities like negotiations
 with Begum, to convey messages to her, discussions with Badshah and to update him
 with the news etc.44 This means that Shahu grew up in the company of Jyotyaji
 Kesarkar and hence had a greater impact on him. The activities of correspondence to
 anyone were carried out personally byf Jyotyaji Kesarkar during the period of captivity.
 He had also played a vital role in arranging the marriage of Shahu Maharaj. Shahu had
 appointed him to carry out the work of Sardeshmukhi. When Aurangzeb started the
 expedition of conquering the forts, Shahu Maharaj had to face several difficult
 situations. Once it was raining heavily and Jyotyaji Kesarkar prepared rise by dipping
 cloths in oil for Shahu Maharaj.45
 The life of Shahu Maharaj was mostly influenced by Jyotyaji Kesarkar. During the
 period of captivity of Yesubai and Shahu, Jyotyaji Kesarkar and Madansingh acted as
 the mediator between them and the Emperor Aurangzeb.
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3.8.5 Raibhanji Bhosale :
 When Shahu Maharaj was in the imprisonment of the Mughals, the Mughals
 needed a confident person who would act as a mediator between the Mughals and the
 Marathas. One such man was Raibhan Bhosale, son of Vyankoji, the kind of Tanjore.
 Raibhan was reffered to Mughals by the Nayab Fauzkar of Tamilnadu, Daudkhan.
 Raibhan Bhosale was from the dynasty of Shivaji Maharaj. Hence, Mughals believed
 that he would be useful for commencing negotiations and making pacts with the
 Marathas.46 After joining the service of Mughals, during the mediations with Marathas,
 Raibhanji Bhosale came into contact of Kambaksh. The Emperor sought the importance
 of the pact mediated by Raibhanji and granted him the Mansabdar of cheh hazari (July,
 10, 1703).47 The emperor granted the provision of the Daivat to his followers and
 supporters and also other facilities to Raibhanji.
 Raibhanji was granted the permission to maintain cantact wisth Shahu Maharaj.
 However, after the discussion Shahu had gone to Bulabbar. The emperor kept
 Raibhanji in his service with the intention that he would be instrumental in influencing
 the Maratha sardars and accomplish pact with them to release their king from the
 captivity. The contact and discussions with Raibhanji had enormous influence on the life
 of Shahu Maharaj. Shahu was not permitted to leave the Mughal camp, hence Raibhanji
 was the only sources for him to get updated with the developments and happenings of
 the outside.
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3.8.6 Zinat Unnisa (Badshahi Begum):
 When Shivaji Maharaj first visited Agra to meet the Emperor. Zinat Unnisa was
 one amongst those who had treated Shivaji Maharaj with due respect. When Sambhaji
 Maharaj was arrested and was being tortured, Zinat Unnisa attempted to save him from
 the unbearable torture. Later, when Shahu Maharaj was captivated, she nurtured him
 with love and affection. She was the daughter of Aurangzeb who always kept
 affectionate concern with Yesubai, Shahu Maharaj and the others who were in captivity.
 Zinath was born in Aurangabad on 5-10-1643. When Shivaji Maharaj was in Agra, she
 was also there. At the time of the death of Sambhaji, she was with the Badshah at
 Koregaon. Aurangzeb had immense faith in her and she was very benovalent and kind.
 Her behavious had been very helpful to Yesubai and Shahu during their period at Delhi.
 They did not have to face the warth and crealty of the Mughals due to patronage of the
 Begum. She looked after each of their necessity including the jewellery, cloth, sweets
 and other facilities.
 The Natakshala of Sambhaji, Dasiputri and others were also looked after by
 Begum.48 During Aurangzeb’s expedition to south, Begam was with him for around 25
 years until her death. She extended her affectionate support to Yesubai and Shahu.
 She had played an important role in the release of Shahu Maharaj.
 During the stay of Yesubai at Delhi, she looked after her with immense care. She
 was also instrumental to refrain Aurangzeb from his decision to convert Shahu to Islam.
 She died on May 7, 1721 and was buried at Zinath-Ul-Maszid at Delhi.49
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Shahu remained captivated for 18 years. During this period, Zinnat Unnisa had
 impacted his life enormously. Later, Chatrapati Shahu had built “Begum Masjid’ at
 Satara in the memory of Zinnat Unnisa.
 In this regard, the Bakharkar said, “Zinnat Unnisa used to consider Shahu
 Maharaj as his son and was very affectionate to him and looked after his nurturing with
 due care. It was her presence in the Mughal empire, which kept Shahu and Yesubai
 safe and secure.
 3.8.7 Zulfikar Khan alias Itikad Khan :
 Aurangzeb when came to Deccan, he had accompanied by several able Sardars.
 Itikad Khan, son of his wazir Asad Khan was also with him. Itikad Khan played a very
 important role in the Mughal – Maratha war. Aurangzeb had assigned the responsibility
 to conquer Raigadh to him. After the conqest of Raigadh, Badshah honoured him in a
 ceremony on November 3,1689 and was awarded the epithet of Zulfikar Khan. From the
 conquest of Raigadh to the release of Shahu, Zulfikar Khan had immense impact on the
 life of Shahu. In 1703, in the month of October, Zulfikar Khan met the Badshah, who
 later granted him the permission to meet Shahu. During this period, the Marathas had
 increased their military activities in the Aurangabad province. Hence, Zulfikar Khan
 proceeded towards Aurangabad in haste. During the meeting with Shahu, Zulfikar Khan
 was influenced and attracted by the conduct of Shahu and started developing faith in
 him. Zulfikar used to think that if Shahu would stay with him many of his difficulties
 would be solved. Acting upon his ideas, he kept Shahu with him and managed to get
 hold of Sinhagad within no time. He informed about this situation to the Emperor. At this
 time Shahu was under the strict vigilance of Aurangzeb. However, the emperor could
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not refuse the demand of Zulfikar Khan to keep Shahu with him. Hence, in 1703, Shahu
 left the Badshahi camp and started living with Zulfikar Khan.50 We came to know that
 during the death of Aurangzeb, Shahu was not with him, but with Zulfikar Khan. In this
 period, Zulfikar Khan developed affection and respect for Shahu Maharaj. Shahu could
 be released only due to the mediation of Zulfikar Khan. He discussed the issue with
 Shahzada Azam and planned the release of Shahu.
 3.8.8 Maharani Tarabai :-
 The work of Maharani Tarabai also had a greater influence on the life of Shahu
 Maharaj. Tarabai after the death of Rajaram Maharaj took the administration of the
 Maratha empire in her and hand and run it efficiently.
 No other woman ruler during this period had shown such a great courage and
 understanding. During the crisis situation after the death of Rararam, she conducted the
 affairs of the state with courage, farsightedness and shrewdness. Her policies to
 accomplish important tasks from the Maratha sardars efficiently can also seen in the
 policies initiated by Shahu Maharaj. Shahu when became king forget all the wrong done
 by Tarabai and kept her with him.
 3.9 Shahu’s matter in front of Aurangzeb, Death of Aurangzeb:
 When Aurangzeb started the expedition of the south, he thought that he would
 soon win over the Marathas and the other southern kings and return to Delhi
 immediately. However, he could not succeed in his intentions. The idea that it is
 completely impossible to beat the Marathas and their gurilla warface had always made
 him restless. After the death of Sambhaji, he decided to take advantage of the chaotic
 situation in the Maratha country and launched immediate attack on it. But, here also he
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had to face the defeat. During the period of Rajaram, the activities of Marathas were
 confined only to the Maharashtra, but Tarabai later extended the activities beyond the
 boundaries and launched military expiditions in Gujarat, Malawa, Telangana and
 Karnataka.
 Now the emperor started thininking that if any agreement is made with the
 Marathas, the huge losses incurring in the Mughal provinces would be stopped. To
 commense this agreement, Shahu, the captive king of the Marathas was the major tool
 in the hands of the Badshah. He then decided to use Shahu as a tool to initiate an
 agreement with the Marathas and increase his power again. That means that,
 Aurangzeb did not hesitate to utilize Shahu for gaining power.
 Shahu had become a mojor issue for the emperor. He earlier decided to kill him.
 After when he thought that the death of Sambhaji had not benefitted him instead
 incurred heavy losses to him.
 After the death of Sambhaji, the Marathas got more alert and started toubling the
 Mughals. Badshah had kept Shahu alive with the intention to implement the policy of
 dividing the Marathas. The other alternative the Badshah had was to declare Shahu as
 the King of the Marathas and send him back to the Maratha Empire, but Badshah was
 not willing for it. Because, he was intended to destroy the Maratha Empire and extend
 his own. Another alternative he had was to convert Shahu to Islam, but this also could
 not work. Hence, the only way for Aurangzeb was to come on an agreement with the
 Marathas.51
 Prince Kambaksh mediated to commence an agreement with the Marathas.
 Under the agreement, provisions were made to held a meeting with the Marathas
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Sardars through Raibhanji Bhosale and turn their minds in favour of the Mughal empire,
 but it could not be succeed.52
 In this regard, Pagade informs, “With Raibhan’s mediation to held discussions
 between prince Kambaksh and the Maratha Sardars, Aurangzeb released Shahu and
 presented him a horse decorated with gold and gave him in the custody of Kambaksh.
 Kambaksh also presented jewellery to Shahu”53 Shahu Maharaj’s tent was adjacent to
 the tent of Aurangzeb. Shahu was taken from there to the residence of the Shahjada.
 This was all done to show that the Emperor is willing to release Shahu and make an
 agreement with the Marathas. The Vakils of the Marathas came and met Shahu in the
 camp of the Badshah. The Shahzada had also sent his vakils to Dhanaji Jadhav to
 conduct talks on several occasions. However, Tarabai and the Senapati were not ready
 to make any pact with the Badshah. When the Badshah got aware of the situation and
 saw that the Marathas are not willing to come to any agreement, he again make Shahu
 captive.
 Kafikhan says about the agreement, “Kambaksh and Shahu meet the Maratha
 Sardars some four-five kos away from the camp of the Badshah. On this basis issued
 orders to release letters in the name of 70 Marathi sardars,113, but later changed his
 decision. Aurangzeb was suspicious that the Marathas would attack the Badshahi camp
 with the huge army of around 50,000 and will take away Shahu and prince Kambaksh
 with them. He ended all the proceedings of the agreement.54
 This means the scheme made by the emperor to make an agreement with the
 Marathas utilizing Shahu as a tool, could not be fulfilled.
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After this one or two years passed, Badshah reached Ahmednagar. During his
 stay here, he made the attempt to release Shahu again. The reason proposed behind it
 was, - After adopting all the solutions, Aurangzeb finally handed over the provinces of
 Bijapur, Karnataka and others to Prince Kambaksh (Shahzada) and announced his
 return to Delhi. He released Shahu and granted him cheh (six) hazari mansab, robe and
 other gifts. Similarly, he separated some of the Mughal provinces and granted Shahu
 the right to collect Chauthai of some of the provinces. Shahu’s tent was in the area
 dominated by the Mughal force. On February 6, 1706, an independent tent was erected
 in the Chavni (camp) of Zulfikar Khan and sent Shahu to live in there. Later, the
 emperor appealed the Maratha sardars to come and meet Shahu there. However, no
 Maratha fallen prey to the double standarded policy of the Badshah. No one came to
 meet Shahu. Although, Shahu was made free, Aurangzeb directed Zulfikar Khan to
 keep Shahu under strict vigil.55 The Emperor was not willing to grant full autonomy to
 Shahu. His plans to utilize Shahu as the tool for making agreement with the Marathas
 proved futile.
 Later, he took the decision to use Shahu Maharaj for conquesting Shinhagadh.
 As a part of which, Shahu was sent with Zulfikar Khan on the expedition of Sinhagadh.
 Information in this regard is mentioned in the Shakavali – Magh Vadh Pratipada
 (January, 18, 1706).
 Rajashree Shahu was released and was sent with Nawab Zulfikar Khan to
 conquer Kondana fort.56
 During this period, The Badshah was engulfed with negation and was getting
 pale and weaker. The Begum was sympathetic towards Shahu, due to the hardship he

Page 31
                        

had to face during the execution of these policies. She complained about it to the
 Emperor. She told the emperor that She is unhappy as her father is heading towards
 death and her son (Shahu) is under captivity.
 The emperor said, “You should not worry about me, I will die after completing the
 centenary of my life and you need not have to worry about your son (Shahu) as he will
 become the next Shivaji. Shivaji and myself have made several sacrifices for expanding
 our empires. My responsibility was to establish Islam religion while Shivaji’s was to
 establish Hindu religion all over. Now, Shahu will continue this task, he will hoist his flag
 at Delhi. My sons will live under his patronage. I had been struggling to destroy the
 Hindus for the past 25 years, but I have not been sussessfull”, the Badshah said.
 Begum appealed to the Emperor – I do not understand your political dialogues. In
 real conduct, you are the sovern ruler of Delhi. In your empire, the Marathas are
 considered as the dacoits. Even if he receives autonomy after your death, still he will be
 called as a dacoit, this is an injustice towards Shahu.”
 Badshah replied, “There are six subhas in the sourth, I will make an arrangement
 that the horse named Shahu will run independently in one of these Subhas without
 being called as a ‘Dacoit’. I have three sons and one daughter (you), I will make
 arrangement that your Chauthai rights would be granted to your son (Shahu)” he said.
 But, the Begum said that her son does not have a Vatan.
 Badshah replied, “I will grant Shahu the Sardeshmukh and Vadari of 12 per cent
 out of the six and half Subhas”. The Badshah then called Shahu and granted him this
 right through a Sanad and blessed him to rule the state for several years.
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Begum said that there will be several hurdles to release Shahu, then the
 Badshah said that Shahu will be released after his death.57 This shows that the Begum
 before the death of Aurangzeb115, gained Sanads, epithets and rights to collect
 Chauthai for Shahu.
 Aurangzeb died in 1707. Out of his entire life, 26 years, he spent fighting with
 Marathas including Shivaji Maharaj, Sambhaji Maharaj, Rajaram Maharaj and Tarabai
 and others. Aurangzeb during this period was ambitious to conquer the Maratha forts.
 Although, he conquered various forts, could not maintain their security. The Marathas
 used to reconquer these forts. Earlier, the Marathas had confined their activities only in
 Maharashtra, but now they had extended in Gujrat and Malwa also. The regime of the
 Mughals had started to weakened. To avert the bloodshed, he granted the Subhedari of
 Kambaksh of Bijapur.
 Pagadi says, “On February 9, 1707, Badshah started preparations for a visit to
 Bijapur. After six days on February 13, he sent Shahzada Azam to the Subhedari of
 Malwa. After four days, the Emperor was severely ill, after an ill-health for almost three
 days, Aurangzeb died on February 20, 1707.58
 3.10 Release of Shahu from captivity:
 After the death of Aurangzeb, the superiority of the Mughal Empire started
 deteriorated as the time passed. During the death of Aurangzeb, Shahu and Matoshree
 Yeshubai were in Ahmednagar. He was ambitious, but was responsible for the decline
 of the Mughal Empire during his life time due to his regoreous religious policies. No
 sooner he died than his sons Bahadur Shah, Azam Shah and Kambaksh indulged in the
 war of succession.
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Aurangzeb in his dying bed asked Begum Zinat that Shahu should be released
 after his death. Now, Azam Shah was very worried that what had to be done to Shahu.
 Kanetkar says, - “Badshah had the intention to nurture Shahu under Muslim
 religious atmosphere and make his a noble in the Mughal empire. He wanted that the
 king of Marathas should act as an Subhedar under the patronage of the Mughals and
 represent the Mughals in South. Shahu fulfilled the will of the emperor failthfully. Shahu
 considered himself as the ‘Banda of Aurangzeb’ and continued the administration of the
 Maratha Empire”.59
 The analysis made by Kanetkar does not seems to be appropriate and relevant.
 If Shahu Maharaj would have been the Banda of Aurangzeb, then he would have been
 easily converted to Islam. Yesubai and Shahu would not seek the help of the Begum
 and would not send her to Aurangzeb for advocacy. As a Hindu prisioner, Shahu
 denounced the cooked food and never consumed it during the period of captivity. As a
 part of his political policy, Shahu always tried to please the Emperor and waited for the
 right opportunity to rescue self from the imprisonment. He stayed in the Mughal
 surroundings for almost 18 years, but was never influenced by its greandeur and the
 religious atmosphere. He never separated his culture, tradition, thoughts and religion
 from him. Hence, it will not be appropriate to call Shahu as the Banda of Aurangzeb.
 Zulfikar Khan, in regard of the freedom of Shahu believed that with his release,
 there would be a war of succession amongst the Marathas. There would be a
 continuous struggle amonst them which would weaken the power of Marathas. Hence
 Shahu was released but Azam Shah did not released Yesubai.60
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Historians are of the opinion that after the death of Aurangzeb, Azam Shah
 started towards Delhi. At this very situation, Shahu leaving the the Mughal camp
 proceeded for Deccan. Shahu deliberately ignored Shahu at this moment.61
 It is believed that after the death of Aurangzeb, Ahmed Bahadar (Azam Shah),
 started for Delhi taking along Shahzada Sahhu with him. When he reached the upper
 area of the Narmada, he granted him epithets and Sanads and released and kept
 Maharani Yesubai and others with him as the security for his loyalty. He brought them
 with him to Delhi.62
 Azam Shah released Shahu when he was on his way to Delhi. In haste, there
 was no agreement or grants made in writing during his release. There was no
 assusrences given to either party.63
 After the death of Aurangzeb, Shahu was released in haste on the insistence of
 Zulfikar Khan. It was also assured that if the Marathas consider Shahu as their king,
 then he will be given the provinces near Bijapur, which were conqured by his
 grandfather Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.
 Apart, the area between the rivers Bhima and Godavari will also be given to
 him.64
 Zinat Ulnissa had also accompanied her brother Azam Shah on his journey
 towards north. Shahu Maharaj had tried for his release through her mediation.
 Azam Shah was not at all willing to release Shahu. But, he was adviced that he
 will have to face the prolonged struggle with his brothers for the war of succession and
 hence it will not be beneficial to invite the wrath of the Marathas in Deccan under such
 circumstances.
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On March 13, during the stay at Burhanpur, Zulfikar Khan held a meeting of
 Azam Shah with Shahu. Shah granted Shahu a royal robe. This was an initial
 proceedings for the release of Shahu. However, Shahu continued his journey towards
 North with the Mughal military camp. Later, the Rajputs and other sardars proposed to
 the Shahzada for several conditions for his release. However, they could not convince
 him for a longer period. After crossing Narmada, they reached Siroje on May 4. Shahu
 was worried and restless with the thought of his release.
 Sardesai says, “During the stay at Daroha village 20 miles away and in the
 northwest of Bhopal, Shahu started his journey towards the Deccan. Some Muslim
 historians are of the opinion that Shahu had ran from the camp while the Hindu
 historians propose that he was released after making an agreement. 66
 The agreement stated that, -“Shahu will accept the patronage of the Mughals and
 will adminster the provinces in the south. He will obliged his services to the Mughal
 emperor whenever necessary and needed. Matoshree, companies, Madansingh and
 others will remain in the custody of the Muhal emperor as a security of his loyalty. The
 sanads for collecting Chauthai, Sardeshmukh rights and collection from the six subhas
 in the south will be prepared and will be sent to him later. It was decided that 200
 cavalry will be sent with him with the immediate effect. After accomplishing the
 agreement, Begum with affection and grieved heart departed Shahu. She also
 understood the urgency of the situation and did not wanted that his release would be
 further delayed. Hence, she showed urgency in sending Shahu towards Deccan. But,
 the Shah did not send him traditional attire need during the release. Begum told him to
 leave the camp at once before the Shah would change his mind, next day.
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Shahu immediately started his journey towards South. No one followed him. This
 implies that Shah had not objected his release.67
 Shahu was released due to the mediation of Zulfikar Khan and the Begum.
 Shahzada Azam affirmed to the release of Shahu only because he did not wanted that
 any discontent in the south once he proceeded towards the north. The emperor thought
 that after the release of Shahu, there will be a prolonged struggle between Tarabai and
 Shahu for the succession of the throne while the situation of turmoil in the Maratha
 Empire will be beneficial to the Mughal Empire.
 Shahu Maharaj attained freedom from the Mughal captivity at Doraha on the
 banks of River Narmada on May 8, 1707. But, Yesubai and Madansingh were still the
 captives of the Mughal Emperors.
 Khafi Khan on the release of Shahu summed up that, “Alimgir Badshah was ill
 while a farsighted person would never nurture a youngone of a snake nor he will
 preserve fire for a longer period but estingush it. Although, a youngone of a fox is kept
 in the company of the humans, he will always remain a fox forever”.68
 In this study, we have studied Shahu Maharaj’s birth, childhood, initial years,
 captivity, contemporary situations, changing political activities, their effects and other
 apects of his life.
 Similarly, the impact on the life of Shahu Maharaj of the persons coming in his
 contact, to nurture him with the traditional and cultural values, his mother, his self-
 transformation for the experiences he received from his early life, his political, social,
 economical and religious development were all analysed in this chapter.
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These aspects helped the Maratha Empire expand in the later period and helped
 the later Marathas to sustain it for a longer period.
 In this chapter, the study had been made on the basis of the available sources on
 Shahu and in the Maratha history. Unitil now, we have studied the freedom of Shahu
 from the captivity and his involvement in the routine affairs and political policies.
 ***
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