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Introduction

There has been very little written on the prospects of an
independent Mercia, and I very much doubt

at present there would be widespread support for such calls.
Therefore the reader might, quite

rightly ask Why write about it now, especially as England was
largely born out of the expansion of

Mercia as a Kingdom.

It is true, Mercia did expand its empire, long, long ago into
other Kingdoms of England, just as the

British Empire expanded to the four corners of the globe
centuries later. But here in the 21st century,

with talk of devolution to some soulless geographical regions
and City Assemblies is it wrong to

exclude all the options from the table and let Westminster carve
up and divide England for its own

benefit and that of the economic junta that clearly pulls its
strings?

It cannot be argued against, at the very least England needs
some form of regional devolution. A

centralised English Parliament will simply see power retained in
Westminster whilst the City

Assemblies and unitary authorities still find themselves
attached to Westminsters apron strings as

well as lacking in many ways cultural significance. Hence the
title of this publication isThe case for a

Mercia Peoples State. The object therefore is not to look upon
the situation in Mercia not from an

angle of reviving heptarchy, but as a region which does not
really benefit from being chained to

Westminster.

In this publication we look upon the historical aspects of
Mercia, our place in present day Britain,

how we can raise awareness to build support for greater autonomy
and finally touching upon the

Mercia Peoples State itself and what the future makeup of
England and an English Federation could

be like. It is far from an in depth investigation, rather a
guide or pathway. Its purpose is not to say

Give us independence and a peoples state but to ask the
question, What if?

To our knowledge the concept of promoting an independent Mercia
has been never been written

before and therefore I make no excuses for it to tread a muddy
path on this new ground. But when

we see an England of artificial decentralisation, of ideological
governments imposing hardship upon

people and a feeling of distance from politics amongst the
general populace, there has to be a better

way. Big is beautiful is not working and it only improves the
lives of those at the top of the ladder

and those at the centre. Smaller regional based democracies,
working for the mutual benefit of their

citizens and neighbours offers a better way forward. The way we
move forward however is the

question.

Mercia Rising


	
In the beginning

The Kingdom of Mercia (Old English: Miercnarce), usually
referred to as Mercia/mrsi, mr/, was one of the kingdoms of the
Anglo-SaxonHeptarchy. The name is a Latinisation of the Old
EnglishMierce or Myrce, meaning "border people" March

The kingdom was centred on the valley of the River Trent and its
tributaries, in the region now known as the English Midlands.[1]
The kingdom's "capital" was the town of Tamworth, which was the
seat of the Mercian Kings from at least around AD 584, when King
Creoda built a fortress at the town.

For 300 years (between AD 600 and 900), having annexed or gained
submissions from five of the other six kingdoms of the Heptarchy
(East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Wessex), Mercia dominated
England south of the River Humber: this period is known as the
Mercian Supremacy. The reign of King Offa, who is best remembered
for his Dyke which designated the boundary between Mercia and the
Welsh kingdoms, is sometimes known as the "Golden Age of Mercia".
Nicholas Brooks noted that "the Mercians stand out as by far the
most successful of the various early Anglo-Saxon peoples until the
later ninth century",[2] and some historians, such as Sir Frank
Stenton, believe the unification of England south of the Humber
estuary was achieved during the reign of Offa.[3]

Mercia was originally a pagan kingdom, but King Peada converted
to Christianity around 656, with Christianity firmly established in
the kingdom by the late 7th century. The Diocese of Mercia was
founded in 656, with the first bishop, Diuma, based at Repton.
After only 13 years at Repton, in 669 the fifth bishop, Saint Chad,
moved the bishopric to Lichfield, where it has been based ever
since. In 691 the Diocese of Mercia became the Diocese of
Lichfield. For a brief period between 787 to 799 the diocese was an
archbishopric, although it was officially dissolved in 803. The
current bishop, Jonathan Gledhill, is the 98th since the diocese
was established.

At the end of the 9th century, following the invasions of the
Vikings and their Great Heathen Army, much of the former Mercian
territory was absorbed into the Danelaw. At its height the Danelaw
included London, all of East Anglia and most of the North of
England.

The final Mercian king, Ceolwulf II, died in 879; the kingdom
appears to have thereby lost its political independence. Initially
it was ruled by a lord or ealdorman under the overlordship of
Alfred The Great, who styled himself "King of the Anglo-Saxons".
The kingdom had a brief period of independence in the mid-10th
century, and again very briefly in 1016 however by this time it was
viewed as a province within the Kingdom of England, not an
independent kingdom

Therefore, the length of time since Mercia (albeit a Greater
Mercia region) was a political unit in its

own right pales into insignificance when put alongside that of
Englands. The fact is Mercia is part of

the fabric of these islands, something the state powers of
Westminster have seemed to subdue. But

things are changing and Mercia is Rising!


	
The Present

If we look at the case of regionalism nationally, the
Westminster elite favour geographical

assemblies based on EU constituencies as the only way forward.
Even the Cornish, who have

campaigned for generations, have failed to have calls for a
Cornish Assembly recognised by the

elected few in Westminster. In addition to this there is even
evidence that the authorities have

suppressed information which would support claims not only for a
Cornish Assembly, but

nationhood in their own right. Such suppression of the Cornish
cause must raise questions as to how

much the establishment has suppressed calls for the resurrecting
of Mercia as a political unit.

Following the Scottish referendum result, there has been much
discussion about devolution to cities

and geographical regions across England. More recently we have
seen the fudge of devolution made

even thicker by reforming the Commons so only English and Welsh
M.Ps vote on English laws.

If we examine the devolution settlement of the Blair
administration, we can see that both England

and Cornwall (if we recognise its right to nation status) were
excluded. This was undemocratic, just

as the new reforms for English votes on English laws are.

England as a whole is too large to have its own national
government, as the result would be its

power houses would remain in the hands of the same people in the
same areas. This would not be a

step towards greater democracy and decentralisation in any
sense. The reforms do not see the grip

of the Westminster establishment being loosened, but tightened,
further appeasing the Little

England mentality and strangling the rights for autonomy in
regions such as Mercia.

In the same way, devolution for cities only works to concentrate
power within large conurbations.

This can have a detrimental effect on neighbouring rural areas,
as their voice is lessened, whilst at

the same time the conurbation may suffer without the financial
contribution to assist funding social

services of perhaps wealthier rural areas. Its a situation where
there are no real winners, apart from

the Westminster establishment and no doubt the elected mayors
who will receive extravagant

salaries.

Although we areopposed to the ideas originating out of
Westminster for City Assemblies we do not

object to greater local autonomy. In the whole context of an
England with democratically elected

Regional Assemblies based on the traditional regions, this would
actually be a good thing. But what

is on offer with the City Assemblies is far from that. Would
there be real voices for the communities

within these City Assemblies? The answer is no. The assemblies
would simply represent a top down

diktat where the strings can ultimately be pulled still by
Westminster and where any true sense of

cultural and regional identity is denied.

We are certain what we are also seeing on the part of the
Westminster state is a sense of fear at any

form of cultural renaissance and identity. During the Scottish
referendum, the whole of the No

campaign was based upon implanting fear, and to a certain degree
a sense of Britishness in peoples

minds. Slogans such as Better off Together completely attempted
to wipe out any sense of national

or cultural identity or freedom.

In terms of regional identity, there are numerous businesses,
clubs and associations which have the

name Mercia in their title, keeping it alive albeit in name
only.


	
If we look at the real lack of regional identity we can see this
is the outcome of underhanded

attempts by Westminster to suppress a sense of Mercianess in
favour of Britishness. Its an attempt

of painting it from any real relevance so it is lost in the mist
of Englands medieval past. There is no

encouragement of regional identity and celebration of Pendas day
or St.Chads Day from M.Ps .

Westminster may say this is nothing to do with them, however we
strongly believe it is intentional,

as its a practice of ensuring something is forgotten for long
enough, so eventually it becomes

insignificant, isolating those that wish to maintain or revive
it.Hence why, when it comes to

preserving the past, we have organisations such as English
Heritage and not Mercia Heritage, to

promote Britishness and Englishness, and definitely not any form
of Mercianess.

If we read any of the works of John Angarrack when he puts
forward the case for Cornish

sovereignty, we can see to what large extent Westminster wishes
to suppress nationhood and

regional identity. Likewise the Westminster state fears mass
organisation of the working class as a

body, as this also represents serious challenges to the power
mongers of the centre. It is their

intention to cling on to the wheels of power for their benefit
and not those of ordinary people.

When you consider the number of centuries that have passed since
Mercia last existed as a separate

political unit, it makes you realise all we really have today is
a modern form of peasantry eating the

crumbs cast from the Lords table. A system the Westminster elite
wish to maintain. Calls for

sovereignty and regionalism would obviously raise arguments to
challenge this with the opportunity

to usher in a whole new and fairer system.

But what of present day Mercia as an economic and political
unit? Clearly there is no regional

structure economically or politically. This has either been
swallowed into south west and in the case

of parts of Hampshire the south east region. In simple terms
other regions imposed by Westminster.

Economically Mercia is a viable region. Obviously we have a
large Industrial economy, but we also

have one based on agriculture supplying many foods that are
shipped across other regions and into

Europe. Mercia has a successful tourist industry, from country
lanes to woodland footpaths, historic

towns and cities. Mercia has a lot to offer. Mercia also has the
potential to fully grasp the green

nettle in terms of greener technologies and energy production.
If we look at future generations,

Mercia has some of the best universities and places of learning
anywhere in the western world.

Wherever you look in present day Mercia, there are the
foundations of a very successful economy

and a very successful region in its own right. It does not have
to be tied to the chains of Westminster

to bow before Britishness or Englishness. Its future can rest in
its own hands.

The Key to the Future

Historically, economically and politically the case for Mercia
cannot be ignored. Yet calls for an

Assembly and regional identity remain suppressed by an over
powering state led from Westminster.

However, it does not have to be that way. Mercia does not have
to accept being cemented to the

rule of Westminster, with a sense of Englishness or Britishness
imposed upon it. Mercia can build a

case to exist in its own right.


	
So how could this happen, when politically, economically and
even in many ways culturally Mercia is

welded to England, Westminster and the British state? How can
this forgotten land deep in the

history books be resurrected?

Obviously it starts with the people, who largely are currently
unaware that an alternative exists. A

far greater case for regional devolution needs to be put
forward.

In promoting the Mercia cause initially we have a couple of
major stumbling blocks. The first being

calls for an English Parliament, imposing a sense of Englishness
and so called national pride which

snuffs out any sense of Mercianess. In reality its swapping one
flag for another,whilst autonomy is

retained by the same power brokers. Yet its wrapped in a Cross
of St.George and trumpeted in on

an orchestra of imperialism and a sense of patriotism.It is here
where the cultural revolution of

Mercia combines with the political revolution.

The building of any cultural revolution is based up creating
awareness. Being visible instantly creates

awareness, and a flag is instantly visible. Over recent years we
have seen increasing popularity of

county flags. Where once only a handful was aware of what these
flags meant, now they are seen

flying with pride in many counties. The flying of the Mercia
flag is unfortunately nowhere near as

popularand therefore has to be promoted.

But how can we promote a flag that very few people know of?

Explanatory literature needs to be produced by cultural
organisations which can be delivered to

houses, schools businesses and institutions with flag poles.
Effective fundraising and financial

contributions by members of such groups may see funds available
for flags that can be donated to

local clubs or institutions. This has the potential of a
photographic opportunity in the local press,

thus creating greater awareness of Mercia and its flag.

A great deal can also be achieved by stalls in town centres,
promoting activity and selling

merchandise such as flags. A simple but effective Fly a Flag for
Mercia campaign in town centres

would reach hundreds if not thousands of passers by. Admittedly,
only a few flags maybe sold but

Mercia would have reached others who may pick up a leaflet, buy
other merchandise or at least

become aware Mercia lives. As the old saying goes, If the
mountain wont come to Muhammad,

then Muhammad must go to the mountain. Therefore we need to
reach out and take Mercia to the

people and not simply wait for the people to come to Mercia.

Simple things such as a street stall, slogans such as Fly a Flag
for Mercia and flying of the Mercia

flag all increase a sense of Mercianess, and as I have already
mentioned,cultural organisations can

play a key part in this. Through local branches Mercia
festivities such as Pendas day or St.Chads Day

could be promoted. These activities need to be taken into the
parks, communities, schools and

public houses, taken to the local newspapers, radio and
television stations. In simple terms if the

people do not know they are part of Mercia, then Mercia can
never be a part of them!

Regarding the local media, the letters pages and local radio
phone-ins are an easy and often free

source of raising awareness. Almost every year there is always
something on the subject of

St.Georges Day debated or amongst the letters pages. Meanwhile
Pendas Day ( November 15th)

and St.Chadss Day on March 2nd goes unmentioned and
unrecognised. Yet here are days where we

can shout Mercia from the roof tops, send letters to the paper,
get on radio phone-ins, make social


	
media postings and really raise awareness of Mercia. In addition
to this, what a day it would be to

Fly a Flag for Mercia.

I briefly gave reference to schools in a previous paragraph. We
cannot deny the future of Mercia is in

the hands of future generations; therefore its of utmost
importance the case for regional identity is

taken into the classrooms of schools and colleges.A school is
also an ideal recipient of a Mercia flag,

especially if something such as a Mercia History Week can be
launched as part of a wider cultural

campaign.

In taking the cause to the young generation, we should not shy
away from the present day truth by

concentrating entirely on the past. We should give reference to
the fact Westminster is denying the

right of Mercia to exist as a region and refuses to allow the
people a democratic right to decide

whether they want a Regional Assembly. This is not political
indoctrination, this is a fact, and

discussion can be generated on the future of Mercia amongst
young people.

Culture can also touch upon aspects of military heritage
inMercia.Over many decades, each county

of Mercia has gradually seen its regiments confined to the
history books, just as the Mercia Brigade

fell into insignificance. In doing this any form of attachment
to a county or region is lost.

Remembrance Day, VE Day and D-Day celebrations are ideal
opportunities for cultural groups to

raise awareness of our regions lost county regiments.

The one thing we need to avoid in building a greater Mercia
cultural identity is being isolated in

outlook and acceptance. We need to take onboard the many
changing social and cultural currents

within present day Mercia society. This is why in building a
cultural revolution for Mercia we have to

ensure it is inclusive and relevant to the Mercia of today.
Failure to do this from the outset could see

forms of Anglo-Saxon ethnic extremism develop as well as making
the whole campaign irrelevant to

the majority of people. Therefore Mercia cultural activity needs
to welcome the culture of those that

have made this region their home as part of a modernMercia
identity. At the same time we need to

encourage other cultures to embrace Mercianess and be part of
the cultural revolution. They should

be proud of the fact that their own cultures have influenced
Mercia over many years, having their

own history and tradition within it, which can be celebrated as
part of a new, inclusive Mercia. We

must work hard for the Mercia cause to reflect the wider, modern
day Mercia society, and for those

of other cultures to embrace Mercianess.

In a similar vein to this, some form of gender balance is
important. In the beginning its very easy for

small organisations to be white, male dominated movements out of
necessity, as in some

circumstance these are the main people that seem to come
forward. This is not a problem providing

they do not view this as their right and preserve. The object of
a cultural revolution is to be one that

can be endorsed by all sections of society, and therefore where
necessary we must work to bring

women and those from other backgrounds to the Mercia cause.

Here once again we can see where a cultural revolution can
overlap with a political revolution in

possibly bringing women to the cause. A local school or
playgroup may face cuts or closure, and it

can be pointed out in all likelihood this may not have been the
case if there was a Regional

government. Therefore this represents an opportunity to
immediately bring a group of people to the

cause and possibly have a representative for the Mercia cause
within any campaign group. This does

not simply have to be focussed on young mothers, as we are
seeing many womens refuges closed or


	
face serious cutbacks as a result of the present governments
policy. The Mercia cause has to be

about equality and work to awards making it as truly
representative of society as possible.

Sport is another area where we need to promote a sense of
regional sporting identity as much as

cultural identity.Although there is nothing wrong in supporting
an England team, the massive hype

involved around sporting fixtures, mass sales of Cross of
St.George flags and bunting etc, does

impose a far, far greater sense of Englishness over Mercianess.
If we are to install any sense of

Mercia pride in the future this is a situation we should not
ignore.

There is definitely a case for those involved in the Mercia
cause to establish a designated sports

committee. The purpose of the committee would be to contact
various county sporting

organisations within the region to encourage the formation of
Merciaregional teams. If similar

efforts were carried out by organisations in other regions,
competitions could be organised. Once

more, awareness of this campaign and the prospect of regional
competitions need to be raised in

the media.

The political fight takes the Mercia cause on many fronts, in
the ballot box, in the workplace and

even challenging the monarchy and the might of the European
Union.

Electorally we need to challenge the Westminster parties at all
levels, but initially choose the

battlefields on which we fight. Local elections provide the
basis to work areas, produce local

newsletters,become involved in local issues and gradually build
a local branch to seriously challenge

the reign of the Westminster parties. Parliamentary elections
initially offer an opportunity to secure

a reasonable percentage of the vote if candidates have worked an
area prior to this and built a

foundation of support at local election level. European
elections at present I feel would be best

fought by a Regionalist Alliance of parties with a manifesto
built on social, economic and

environmental justice, decentralisation and regionalism. Across
England many regionalist parties

now exist so this represents an opportunity for dialogue and
consensus for the regionalist cause to

be taken into Europe and an alternative put forward.

So does this entirely rule out the parties of Westminster?
No.

The Scottish National Party would never have achieved a Scottish
Parliament without the support of

Labour and the Liberal Democrats and the same thing can be said
of Plaid Cymru in Wales.

MebyonKernow even recognises that to finally win support for a
Cornish Assembly they will need

support of members in the parties of Westminster. Therefore the
fights we pick are important, as we

do not wish to step on the toes of those sympathetic to the
establishment of a Mercia Assembly. I

would even go as far as stressing its just as important to
target any campaign for a Mercia Assembly

at those who are members of progressive Westminster parties as
it is the wider electorate in

general.

Over many years numerous campaign groups have become established
to oppose the policies of the

Westminster government. Today we see many anti austerity
alliances, groups to save the NHS etc.

Although the focus of these campaigns is very much on a national
scale, in fighting for the Mercia

cause we can deliver a picture of opportunity that government
policies do not have to be the way in

Mercia. We can point to the success of the SNP in Scotland on
this, stating a Mercia Assembly, with

the same powers as the Scottish government would not have to
implement the severity of


	
Westminster policy. At the very least, being involved in such
campaigns can only benefit the Mercia

cause.

In the workplace there are literally countless numbers of people
across Mercia that are members of

a Trade Union. Yet when you look at the regional structure of
the Trade Union movement, it is once

again based on geographical regions. A sense of true regional
identity needs to be instigated within

the Trade Union movement, especially if they are to become
partners in building a radical, modern

vision for the economy.

There is also a case for strong monitoring of overseas
investment and ownership of Mercia

businesses to ensure they truly represent the interests of
Mercia workers. This should be in addition

to calling for a wider ownership of the industries of Mercia via
co-operative businesses. This will

result in a Mercia voice which speaks out for the workers of
Mercia will eventually win their support

and respect.

Today with increasing calls for an elected head of state,
Merciacan call for an elected head of state

for a Mercia Assembly. This may deter some more traditional
minded patriots from supporting the

Mercia cause, but it would win support of republicans throughout
the region and an increasingly

radical younger generation.

In Europe, Mercia is even more lost than it is under the cloak
of the Westminster state. This is why I

mentioned previously that politically as long as the UK is part
of the European Union, it makes sense

for regionalist parties to use their resources wisely and
contest elections to the European Parliament

as some form of Progressive Regionalist Alliance. In addition to
this, campaigners within

Mercianeed to be calling for the region to be formally
recognised as a European region in its own

right. If we are to challenge any present or future alliance
within Europe being centralised, we need

to campaign for regional sovereignty ensuring responsibility for
decision-making is at the most local

level possible.

There is of course one campaign which must run, and that is for
a Mercia Assembly. I have touched

upon street stalls, letters to the press, social media etc and
these are the areas we need to take the

campaign and a petition for a Mercia Assembly, in addition to
local shops etc. Specific days such as

Pendas and St.Chads Days need to be a focus for gathering
signatures or highlighting the campaign.

The Mercia Peoples State

What has been written so far, to a large extent justifies the
creation of a Mercia Assembly with

similar powers to that of Scotland and Wales. The question is
what if these calls continue to fall on

deaf ears?

At the time of writing, the UK is governed by the most
idealistic Conservative Party in living memory.

Its austerity agenda is directed as much at dismantling a
welfare state people have fought for over

the years, than tackling any deficit crisis. Its idea of
devolution is for its MPs in England to have

greater powers, whilst it dissects the fabric of England by
ignoring calls for real regional devolution,


	
instead favouring City Assemblies where the strings are still
ultimately pulled by those supportive

of the Westminster agenda.

The more progressive Labour leadership of Jeremy Corbyn,
although supportive of a Cornish

Assembly, still abides by geographical and city Assemblies,
still very much tied to the Westminster

agenda and still ignoring calls for real regionalism.

All this paints a picture of a Mercia very much being ignored by
Westminster. Despite the creation of

the Mercia Constitutional Convention , we cannot think of one MP
who has really put forward a case

for the region at Westminster. Although we strongly believe in
approaching members of the

Westminster parties and trying to win them over to the Mercia
cause, we think ultimately we need

to paint a vision of the type of Mercia we wish to see created.
MerciaRising in our own publication

Platform for a New, RadicalMercia touches upon this
perfectly.

So what we basically have is a Westminster elite and British
state that is ignoring, and to a large

degree, suppressing Mercia, whilst imposing hardship upon the
people of Mercia. This is happening

despite Mercia having a cultural identity which can be promoted
and the economic capability to

ensure its survival. Nevertheless, the Westminster elite
continue to push Mercia further and further

into the corner. What they have failed to consider however is in
nature, when even the most timid

of animals is cornered, it turns to face its aggressor.

We would be foolish to think that breaking the chains of
Westminster will solve the entire crisis that

rests upon Mercia. Many of those on the left of the political
spectrum that campaigned against

Scottish independence did so because they recognised it was the
same economic junta that would

continue to rule Scotland after independence. Their argument was
that it was far better to fight as

one in a sense of class consciousness and unity instead of
independently as we would all still be

fighting the same enemy.

Although we can see the point of their argument, surely a
progressive regional government would

offer a better challenge to the economic junta than one with
strings still being pulled by their

servants in Westminster? Whether its Edinburgh or Cardiff surely
the same argument applies and a

better challenge can undoubtedly be fought through regional
government.

Therefore if arguments for a Regional Assembly are completely
ignored, then there is no reason why

we should not demand the chains to Westminster to be severed
entirely, enabling a strong challenge

to the economic junta and the beginnings of a Mercia Peoples
State. Such demands are not

outlandish, as the SNP and Plaid Cymru have called for
independence for years, as have certain

Mercian groups, some Cornish nationalists and more recently
political movements in the north of

England. It is a living and growing trend as the arrogance of
Westminster becomes ever more

apparent.

Prior to the existence of a Mercia Peoples State, one question
needs to be put to the public, that

being Is it right that some businesses operate with little
interest in the wellbeing of the people and

the region, but only of their boardrooms and shareholders? After
all the true meaning of a peoples

state would be for one where all contribute fairly, where all
work for the benefit of each other,

where all share the benefits and where there is opportunity for
all. This may sound communistic, but

its not totalitarian and in reality its basically a foundation
of fairness and a principle of social and


	
economic justice? Communistic, socialistic, liberal call it what
you wish, but what you cannot deny

is such a principle is one of fairness.

If these principles are accepted one of the first aims of a
Mercia Peoples State must be to command

the means of production in the interests of the people of
Mercia. This may sound like a sub-

continent communist rebellion or mass uprising in workplaces
across Mercia, but in reality it is

ensuring business isthe servant of Mercia instead of Mercia
being the servant of business. In this

way, in no uncertain terms and circumstances,Mercia would
challenge the economic junta which has

pulled the strings of Westminster and indirectly our region.

Some may argue this is a risky affair, and that such
interference would drive large businesses out of

Mercia and deter others. Although I believe this is a low risk,
if such businesses choose these acts of

economic blackmail, then good riddance to them. They will leave
behind the staff, the expertise and

the facilities to produce the items Mercia needs and help drive
its economy. Within Mercia there are

people with the know-how to get onboard new co-operatives built
from the remains of their

departure and make them successful. Being the commander of the
means of production also works

both ways, as it ensures there is not over competition driving
companies (especially smaller ones)

into economic ruin, and it allows the new Mercia state to act as
a safety net to ensure survival and

employment. This is hardly the act of a totalitarian regime.

When it comes to finance, we should also not be afraid of
severing the chains of Westminster, if we

have to.

We arenot claiming to be advocates of Mercia independence, yet,
but what can be gathered is, if the

chains to Westminster are severed, Mercia would be able to able
to take care of its own financial

and banking matters when the Westminster imposed laws and
restrictions are removed. In addition

to this we have the economy and infrastructure to survive.
Therefore the more we dig into the rule

of the elite from Westminster, the more we see disadvantages of
Mercia continuing to be concreted

to its side.

If we read the words of Tolpuddle Martyr and one of the great
forefathers of Wessex radicalism,

George Loveless, we not only can picture in our minds the
conditions faced by the agricultural

labourers of the day, but inspiration on the fight for Mercia
today.

God is our guide! No swords we draw.

We kindle not wars battle fires:

By reason, union, justice, law,

We claim the birthright of our sires:

We raise the watchword Liberty:

We will, we will, we will be free!

God is our guide! from field, from wave,

From plough, from anvil, and from loom;

We come, our country's rights to save,

And speak a tyrant faction's doom:

We raise the watch-word liberty;

We will, we will, we will be free!


	
Mercia is being continuously poked into a corner. The people
have the right to decide their own

destiny and take control of their lives from the economic junta
and Westminster. We cannot accept

some flag swapping autonomy with the strings still being pulled
from the centre. If we win

campaigns for a Mercia Assembly, and the strings of Westminster
are still pulling those in

Winchester, we seriously need to ask the question Should the
Assembly only be regarded as the first

step to greater freedom. A region with a population that can
match and in some circumstances

exceed many small EU countries and one that has the economy to
survive is hardly likely to falter,

especially if it is internationalist in outlook. A Mercia of the
future should be one with the people at

its core, and that is what we should work towards.

A future England

What many people may ask is What would a future England be like
if regions such as Mercia became

independent?Many may also worry at the prospect of this because
of what happened in the Balkans

after the separation of Yugoslavia.

To begin with Yugoslavia was a completely different case as it
was a cultural powder keg waiting to

explode. There is no way England can be compared to the
Balkans.What we would see if each region

operated as a peoples state is co-operation and not competition.
It would see local decision making

not Westminster diktat. It would probably see the formation of
an English Federation, as part of an

Anglo-Celtic Confederation involving all the nations and regions
of Britain, and possibly Britain and

Ireland.

So would this still be possible in a united England? Yes,
providing the power of Westminster was

really broken and in effect any English Parliament was an
English National Council made up of

representatives from the Regional Assemblies. This would ensure
England is run from the regions

and top down diktat from Westminster is abolished. But can you
really see Westminster releasing

the regions and relinquishing its central influence? Just as it
has hung on and maintained a large

degree of control in Scotland and Wales and virtually all
control of Kernow, it is likely to cling on to

control of the regions and offer as little autonomy as is
possible.

An example of how much power Westminster has over the presently
devolved governments can be

seen in the wars that took place in Iraq and Afghanistan. Could
Edinburgh or Cardiff haverefused to

allow forces from their respective countries to fight in these
wars? Yes they could have, but

Westminster would have still ignored their democratically
elected governments, as all the forces are

still tied to the Westminster apron!

Some say those of us that hang on to regions such as Mercia are
romanticists. But what has been put

forward in these few pages is a viable alternative for the
make-up of a future England. One could

argue those that simply hang on to England as a nation that has
not really existed since 1272 are the

real romanticists. They may not like England as a federation of
autonomous or independent regions,

but what they fail to realise is in doing this they are simply
abiding by the will of Westminster.


	
So what would an English Federation

look like?

Pictured left is what the makeup of a

future English Federation could be.

Areas of disputed territory, such as

Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire would

be decided by a referendum.

Those that campaign for a completely

separate Northern Parliament, could

still allow Assemblies in Northumbria,

Yorkshire and Rheged.

Rather than breaking up England, this

offers a fresh, new beginning for what

already is a broken, if not wrecked

nation.

About Us

Mercia Rising believes in the benefits regional devolution and
what a

Mercia Assembly can bring.

But we stand for more than just a Mercia Assembly.

Mercia Rising is a collective of Mercia Regionalists, we believe
in bringing

power back to the people and promoting Mercian heritage, culture
and

Identity.

We want a Green Mercia, one built on real ecology, which puts
the interest of the planet and people

together, creating a world which is good for all of us.

Inspired by some great thinkers, we count the levellers and the
chartist movement as well as people

such as Keir Hardie, William Morris, R.H Tawney, Richard Hunt,
Carlo Roselli, Hilaire Belloc and G.D.H

Cole as some of those who have inspired us to fight for a New
Mercia.

Looking forward we understand the path is long and hard, but we
ask you to Join Us in building a

Peoples Mercia.

Formed in 2015, we have a vision, but we need your help to
achieve it.

If you agree with what we have had to say, join us and get
involved, simply log onto www.mercia.tk


	
The Case for a Mercia Peoples State is an adaptation of a
publication produced by Wessex Regionalists with

authorisation.

For more details please contact- [email protected]
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