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Life without PrejudiceR I C H A R D M . W E A V E R

logically.enemies-traditional distinctions , es- I t is getting
to be a bore to bring com-sential to a workable society, come
munism into every article that deals with a.I topic of public
concern, but here the connec-under as founded O n prejudice tion is
so close that one finds no oDtion. For

WHE N ON E SETS OUT to discover howprejudicey7became a fighting
word, someinteresting political history comes to light.

the doctrines of Moscow are the Ions etorigo of the great
pressure to eradicateprejudice. A prime object of militantcommunism
is to produce a general socialskepticism. Not that the communists
areskeptics themselves. They are the worlds
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peculiar virulence with which communistsattack those
transcendental unifiers like re-ligion, patriotism, familial
relationship,and the like. I t will also explain, if one
pene-trates the matter shrewdly, why they are soinsistent upon
their own programs of con-formity, levelling, and
de-individualization.

However paradoxical it may appear atfirst sight, we find when we
examine actualcases that communities create a shared sen-timent, a
oneness, and a loyalty through se-lective differentiation of the
persons whomake them up. A society is a structure withmany levels,
offices, and roles, and the rea-son we feel grateful to the idea of
society isthat one mans filling his role makes it pos-sible for
another to fill his role, and so on.Because the policeman is doing
his police-mans job, the owner of the bakery cansleep well at
night. Because plumbers andelectricians are performing their
functions,doctors and lawyers are free to performtheirs, and the
reverse. This is a truistic ob-servation, no doubt, but too little
attentionis given to the fact that society exists in andthrough i
ts variegation and multiplicity,and when we speak of a societys
breakingdown, we mean exactly a confusing of

cally all traditional distinctions, whethereconomic, moral,
social, or aesthetic, are to-day under assault as founded on a
preju-dice. This shows itself in everything fromthe more absurd
theorems of democraticaction to the ideal of
%on-competitiveeducation, by which teachers who ought tobe on the
dunces stool themselves havebeen led half the distance to Moscow.
.

Although the aim is this general socialskepticism, the
communists and their help-ers are su5ciently experienced in
ideologi-cal warfare to know that it is often bad pol-icy to attack
everything at once. To do thismay cast doubt upon your own motives
andcause people to suspect that something iswrong with you. Often
the best tactic is tosingle out some special object and
concen-trate your force upon this, while feigninga benevolent att
itude toward the rest of theorder. This enables you to appear a
criticand a patriot at the same time. It is a guilt-less-looking
role because most of us objectto and would like to reform one or
more ofour countrys institutions, even though wehave profound
attachment to it as a whole.

The difference with the communist is thatthis is part of a plan
to discredit and do
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usually is that since these do not have per-fectly rationalized
bases, they have no rightto exist. You will find especially that
hepours his scorn-and this seems a mostimportant clue to his
mentality-upon thosethings for which people have a natural (andin
his sense irrational) affection. The mod-em communist, looking upon
this worldwith its interesting distinctions and its pro-lific
rewards and pleasures, may be com-pared to Satan peering into the
Garden. Mil-ton tells us that the arch-fiend

Saw undelighted all delight.The more he sees people attached to
theirtheoretically impossible happiness, the moredetermined he is
to bring on the fall.

Just as the marshals of the communistmovement have worked
politically withmore cleverness than many people give themcredit
for, so they have often been betterlogicians than those in the
opposite camp.

rally wicked. Therefore they are naturallygood, and the contrary
opinion is a preju-dice. You cannot prove-again by themethods of s
c ience tha t one culture ishigher than another. Therefore the
cultureof the Digger Indians is just as good as thatof Muncie,
Indiana, or thirteenth centuryFrance.Generally speaking, this type
of fallaciousreasoning seeks to take advantage of anopponent by
confusing what is abstractlypossible with what is really possible
or whatreally exists. Expressed in another way, itwould substitute
what is possible in theoryfor that which we have some grounds,
eventhough not decisive ones, for believing. Itis possible in some
abstract sense that allmen are equal. But according to the
Bible,Aristotle, and most considerate observers,men are not equal
in natural capacity, apti-tude for learning, moral education, and
soon. If you can get the first belief substituted
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therefore deserves priority. But after wehave seen the worst
that can be said againstthe type of ideas which they condemn
asprejudices, we ought to inquire whethersuch ideas are capable of
positive good.A number of years ago John Grier Hib-ben, a professor
of logic at Princeton andlater president of that university, wrote
atemperate essay entitled A Defense ofPrejudice. Professor Hibben
demonstratedin some detail why it is a mistake to classifyall those
notions which people denominateprejudices as illogical. A prejudice
may bean unreasoned judgment, he pointed out,but an unreasoned
judgment is not neces-sarily an illogical judgment. He went on
tolist three types of beliefs for which we can-not furnish
immediate logical proof, butwhich may nevertheless be quite in
linewith truth.

First, there are those judgments whoseverification has simply
dropped out of mem-

tion grows, the smaller this proportion mustbecome. If every man
found it necessary toverify each judgment he proceeds on , wewould
all be virtual paupers in knowledge.It is well for everyone to know
somethingconcerning the methods of verification, butthis indeed
differs from having to verify allover again the hard-won and
accumulatedwisdom of our society. Happily there is sucha thing as
authority.

The third class of judgments in Profes-sor Hibbens list
comprises those whichhave subconscious origin. The material
thatfurnishes their support does not reach thefocal point of
consciousness, but psychologyinsists upon its existence. The
intuitions,innuendoes, and shadowy suggestions whichcombine to form
our opinion about say, acharacter, could never be made public
andformal in any convincing way. Yet only themost absurd
doctrinaire would hold thatthey are therefore founded upon error.
In
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often the authors of persecutions, massa-cres, and liquidations.
Theman who franklyconfesses to his prejudices is usually morehuman
and more humane. He adjustsamicably to the idea of his limitations.
Alimitation once admitted is a kind of moni-tion not to try acting
like something super-human. The person who admits his preju-dices,
which is to say his unreasoned judg-ments, has a perspective on
himself.

Let me instance two cases in support ofthis point. When H. L.
Mencken wrote hisbrilliant series of essays on men, life,
andletters, he gave them a title as illuminatingas it was
honest-Prejudices. What hemeant, if such a dull addition as a gloss
maybe permitted with Mencken, was that thesewere views based on
such part of experienceas had passed under his observation.
Therewas no apology because some figures werepraised and others
were roundly damned,

as a sign of character; it is a kind of signa-ture. The
heartiness of his likes and dislikesconstitutes an ethical proof of
all he putsforward. And so it is with any formed per-sonality. A
hundred popinjays can be foundto discuss brilliantly; but you will
not findon every corner a man whose opinions beara kind of witness
to the man himself.Mencken, like Johnson, is, in his moreabstract
political thinking, a Tory. But bothmen-and this is a continuation
of thestory-proved kind in their personal rela-tions, and both of
them were essentiallymodest. Upon one occasion when
Boswellconfessed to Johnson that he feared somethings he was
entering in his journal weretoo small, the latter advised him that
noth-ing is too small fo r so small a creature asman. This is good
evidence that Johnsonhad achieved what I referred to as
per-spective, which carries with it a necessary
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fessed his prejudices in the manner of con-fessing sins and has
decided to start nextmorning with a fresh mind as the sinnerwould
start a new soul. The analogy is false.Inevitably he would be in a
state of paral-ysis. He could not get up in the morning,or choose
his necktie, or make his way tothe office, or conduct his business
affairs,or, to come right down to the essence of thething, even
maintain his identity. Whathe does in actuality is arise a t his
arbitrary7:15, select the necktie which he is preju-diced in favor
of, set off relatively happywith his head full of unreasoned
judgments,conduct a successful days business and re-turn home the
same man he was, with per-haps a mite or two added to his store
ofwisdom.

When Mark Twain wrote, I know that Iam prejudiced in this
matter, but I wouldbe ashamed of myself if I were notYy7e wasgiving
a therapeutic insight into the phe-nomenon of prejudice. There is a
kind ofwillful narrowness which should be calledpresumption and
rebuked. But prejudicein the sense I have tried to outline here
is

often necessary to our personal rectitude, t oour loyalty to our
whole vision. It is time,then, for the whole matter of prejudice
inrelation to society and conduct to be reex-amined and revalued.
When this is done, itwill be seen that the cry of prejudicewhich
has been used to frighten so manypeople in recent years is often no
more thancaterwauling. It has a scary sound, and ithas been
employed by the illiberal to ter-rify the liberal. And since the
liberal, orthe man who has not made up his mindabout much of
anything, is today perhapsthe majority type, it has added a great
dealto the worlds trepidation and confusion.The conservative
realizes that many ortho-dox positions, once abandoned in panic
be-cause they were thought to be indefensible,are quite defensible
if only one gives a littlethought to basic issues. Surely one of
thesepositions is the right of an individual or asociety to hold a
belief which, though un-reasoned, is uncontradicted. When
thatposition is secured, we shall be in bettershape to fight the
battle against the forcesof planned disintegration.
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