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 Al-Qaida Low hundreds
 to low thousands
 Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula
 (AQAP)Between 300-1,000 fighters
 Al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI)
 Up to 2,500 fighters
 Al-ShababNon-Somali fighters are said to number 200-300
 Jemaah Islamiah (JI)Perhaps 5,000 o�cial members; several hundred believed active
 Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
 Several hundred fighters
 LEADERSHIPBACKGROUND RECENT TRENDS
 Al-Qaida(core group)
 Founder: Osama bin Laden; current leader Ayman al-Zawahiri.
 �e surviving members of the global jihadist group that carried out the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on New York and Washington. Founded in the late 1980s by Osama bin Laden, the group quickly became the world’s most feared terrorist organization but also the most fiercely hunted. A�er actions in Afghanistan in 2001, its leadership scattered, finding refuge in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
 Source: Sta� reports THE WASHINGTON POST
 Al-Qaida o�shoots emerge in chaotic environmentsAl-Qaida is taking advantage of political tumult in areas outside its traditional strongholds and beyond the reach of the U.S. military.
 Al-Qaida in Iraq
 (AQI)
 Led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian, until his death in a U.S. missile strike in 2006. Current leader: Abu Dua.
 A militant Islamist group that grew out of the anti-U.S. insurgency following the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. AQI sought to drive U.S. forces out of Iraq and establish an Islamic state, but its reputation for bloodthirstiness — including indiscriminate killings of Iraqi citizens — cost the group support among ordinary Muslims around the world.
 Al-Shabab
 Numerous clan-based leaders, including Sheikh Moktar Ali Zubey and Ahmed Abdi aw-Mohammed.
 Based in southern and central Somalia, al-Shabab, or “�e Youth” in Arabic, is a loosely organized force whose members hail from disparate East African clans as well as Somali immigrant communities in North America and Europe. Its leaders claim ties to al-Qaida. Some were trained in Afghanistan terrorist camps.
 JemaahIslamiah
 (JI)
 JI’s most senior leader is Aris Sumarsono, an operational commander known by his nom de guerre, Zulkarnaen, and the reputed mastermind of the 2002 attack on a Bali nightclub.
 An Indonesia-based terrorist group whose name means “Islamic Congregation” in Arabic. Al-Qaida’s main a�liate in Southeast Asia has been linked to numerous high-profile attacks against Western targets, most notably the 2002 bombing of a night club on Indonesia’s Bali island that killed more than 200 people. Many fighters trained at al-Qaida camps in Afghanistan before 2001.
 Al-Qaida in the
 Arabian Peninsula
 (AQAP)
 U.S. citizen Anwar al-Awlaki was the spiritual adviser and leader of AQAP until he was killed by a U.S. drone strike in September 2011. Current leaders are Nasir al-Wahishi and Qasim al-Rimi.
 Stepped-up attacks by U.S. drones and a more robust
 Yemeni army have put AQAP on the defensive. �e group’s senior leader, Said Al-Shahari, was killed in a drone strike last month (January 2013).
 Western intelligence o�cialsbelieve that AQI helped launch
 Jabhat al-Nusra, an al-Qaida-inspired militant group that is now leading Islamist forces in the Syrian civil war. Al-Nusra has claimed responsibility for numerous suicide attacks in Syria at a time when terrorist attacks inside Iraq are also on the rise.
 AQIM, long linked to smuggling and other criminal enterprises, is flush
 with cash and weapons from kidnappings and spillover from the Libyan civil war. Its operations against Mali and Algerian forces have brought an influx of foreign recruits as well as international renown.
 �e killing of founder bin Laden in 2011 capped a mostly successful,
 decade-long e�ort by U.S. and allied governments to eliminate the group’s leadership. A�er years of relentless targeting by CIA drones and surveillance networks, Zawahiri and other top leaders live in hiding, with limited ability to direct or organize terrorist operations.
 Al-Shabab has been underincreasing international pressure
 since being designated as a foreign terrorist organization by the U.S. government in 2008. �e group has lost much of its geographic base since 2011 a�er being driven out of Mogadishu and several provincial strongholds.
 �e 2002 bombing triggered a harsh crackdown on JI and its
 a�liates by counterterrorism forces in Indonesia as well as in neighboring states. Several major cells have been broken up, with top JI commanders killed or captured.
 A Sunni extremist group based in Yemen. A merger of al-Qaida factions in Saudi Arabia and Yemen, AQAP has fought to gain a geographical foothold in Yemen from which to launch attacks against the West. Its most notable operation against the United States was the Dec. 25, 2009, attempted bombing of a Detroit-bound passenger plane by Nigerian Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, the thwarted “underwear bomber.”
 Al-Qaida in the
 Islamic Maghreb
 (AQIM)
 Founded by Algerian terrorist Hassan Hattab; current leader Abu Musab Abdul Wadud. One-eyed Afghan war veteran Mokhtar Belmokhtar runs AQIM’s southern a�liate and reportedly planned the January attack on an Algerian natural gas facility.
 A militant group based in the North African country of Mali and consisting mainly of fighters from Algeria and Mali. Founded originally as the GSPC, a terrorist group opposed to the Algerian government, it changed its name in 2007 and adopted a platform of global jihad.
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