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FOREWORD

Th e emergence of state, and the earliest history of statehood,
is a topic of research to which I have dedicated my entire
professional life. Th e fact is, nonetheless, that my eff orts have
long been concentrated on a quite diff erent aspect of the history
of humankind that of the emergence of cuneiform civilization in the
ancient Orient, specifi cally southwestern Asia.

Th ere is a Czech proverb which says that blood is not water. My
study of the beginnings of literate history led me to deliberate
upon what was happening at this time in my own homeland, now the
Czech Republic, comprising what was once the medieval duchy, and
then kingdom, of Bohemia. Th e temptation to publicly state my
views on the subject grew stronger and stronger as I heeded the
famous words of Martin Buber: If you have found out something, you
should fi nd the courage to say it aloud.

At this time, I was contacted by Messrs. Betislav Dank and Filip
Outrata, editors of the Vyehrad publishing house in Prague, who
asked me whether I would like to write a book about the emergence
of the state of Bohemia. Having enjoyed working with them during
the publi-cation of my earlier book on Duke Boleslav II, I
hesitated only briefl y. Th e decision to put my long-held thoughts
into writing was made.

Aft er the publication of my book in the Czech language, I had
the honor of meeting Florin Curta, of the University of North
Florida, when he visited this country on a research tour in 2007.
Although we had met before in the U. S. A. in 2005, it was during
his visit to the Czech Republic that we had more time to discuss
the problems involved in studying the early medieval history of
this part of Europe. I was greatly impressed by his breadth of
vision, his deep appreciation of historical problems, and
especially by his profound understanding of the role of archeology
in such undertakings.

It was Florin who suggested that the Brill publishing house be
approached with regard to translating my book into English. Th ere,
the matter fell into the capable hands of Mr. Julian Deahl and Ms.
Marcella Mulder, and so it was that this new edition of my earlier
book, incorpo-rating results of my work since 2007, came into
being.


	
viii foreword

Th is is the product that I now present to my esteemed readers,
and I sincerely hope that the time you spend perusing my work will
be con-sidered well-spent.

Works of this kind, evolving over decades of research and
delibera-tion, make it rather diffi cult to ascribe the origin of
particular ideas to defi nite moments in time, or even to people
who might have inspired them. I will thus acknowledge here all the
friends, colleagues and part-ners to whom I feel in any way
indebted in the writing of this book.

I conducted most of my research in two Institutes of the
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences, and, since 1993, the Academy of
Sciences of the Czech Republic Archeological and Oriental. I owe my
greatest debt of gratitude to my masters and tutors at the
Archeological Institute who instilled in me the essentials of the
discipline of archeology, and its rela-tion to history Messrs.
Zdenk Smetnka and Miroslav Richter. I prof-ited greatly from
discussions with my learned friends and colleagues Martin Tomek,
Jan Frolk, Nada Profantov, Kateina Tomkov, Petra Makov-Vlkov and
Jan Mak.

At the Oriental Institute, I acknowledge my debt of gratitude to
my learned friends and colleagues Ji Proseck, the late Blahoslav
Hruka, and Jan Filipsk. For technical assistance with the
preparation of the manuscript I am obliged to my learned friend and
colleague, Lubica Obuchov.

Th e years that I spent at my alma mater, Charles University in
Prague, are equally valued. I trained in its Philosophical Faculty,
and have long been active in its Faculty of Education. I am
grateful to my masters and tutors Ji Slma, Miroslav Buchvaldek, Jan
Filip, Lubor Matou, Vladimr Souek and Frantiek Graus, the greatest
infl uences of my student years. I greatly appreciate the continued
help and inspiration of my learned friends and colleagues Kateina
Charvtov, Jan Klpt, Petr ornej, Jana Kepartov, Alena Mkov, Lenka
Bobkov, Jan Zdichynec, Martin Bail and Petr Kubn.

I learned a lot from those who, like me, study Bohemian history,
whether at the Historical Institute of our Academy of Sciences, or
at the newly established Center for Medieval Studies (Academy of
Sciences of the Czech Republic and Charles University, Prague). I
am grateful to Petr Sommer, Frantiek mahel, the late Duan Tetk,
Josef emlika, David Kalhous and Dana Dvokov-Mal.

I have always profi ted greatly from my contacts, connections
and interactions with the Masaryk University at Brno, Moravia.


	
foreword ix

I acknowledge my debt of gratitude to Vladimr Podborsk, Zdenk
Mnsk, Ji Machek, Inna Mateiciucov and imon Ungermann from that
Institution.

I also acknowledge and appreciate the kindly help and
cooperation of my learned friends and colleagues abroad. Th ese
include the above mentioned Florin Curta of the University of North
Florida, and Touraj Daryayee of the University of California at
Irvine, California, U. S. A. Other colleagues who assisted in
various ways and should be thanked here are Patrick Prin of the
National Museum of Antiquities at St.-Germain-en-Laye in France,
Gabriel Martinez-Gros of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales in Paris, France, and Sophie Maka-riou of the Muse du
Louvre also in Paris, France.

A research undertaking of this type must necessarily depend on
the generous support of sponsoring bodies both at home and abroad.
In 20032004, I had the good fortune to be able to spend a year at
the University Museum of Archeology and Anthropology of the
University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, U. S. A., as a
Fulbright grantee (John William Fulbright Foundation, Prague offi
ce, grant no. 2003-28-02). In the following year, I could return to
this Institution (which, owing to the kindness and amiability of my
colleagues there, I came to adopt as mine) thanks to a research
grant from the American Philosophical Society at Philadelphia (2005
Franklin Grant). I also received assistance from the Grant Agency
of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic at Prague (grant
no. A8021401), and from the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic
(grant 404/08/J013). I am most grateful to these Institutions for
their support of my research.

In 2008, I could tackle a whole series of problems relating to
the top-ics included in this book thanks to a sojourn at the
Universit de Paris - Panton-Sorbonne (Paris IV), and also at the
Section des Sciences Historiques et Philologiques of the Ecole
Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris, France. I am most grateful to
my learned friend and colleague Ludvik Kalus of both the above
mentioned Institutions for his kind assistance in all matters
connected with my stay in Paris. Th e present work constitutes a
research output of a grant project of the Grant Agency of the
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in Prague No. IAA 8000
20804.

It goes without saying that in acknowledging my debts of
gratitude to all those who have helped me, I wish to point out that
all the errors and inconsistencies in this book are mine alone.


	
x foreword

Th ose who probably paid the highest price for this book are
members of my own family. I feel a great debt of gratitude towards
Kateina Charvtov, my wife, lifelong companion and colleague, to my
sons Jan and Ondej, and to my daughters-in-law Lenka and Eva.
Antonn (Anthony), our fi rst grandson, has recalled for us the long
forgotten joys of parenthood. To them all I give my heartfelt
thanks, and beg their forgive ness if, absorbed too much with early
medieval problems, I neglected any important message that they had
for me.

Prague, June 2009
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CHAPTER 1

THE SEVENTH-CENTURY: BEFORE THE GATES OF EUROPE

Look, you have cast out Love!What Gods are these

You bid me please?Th e Th ree in One, the One in Th ree? Not
so!

To my own gods I go.It may be they shall give me greater
ease

Th an your cold Christ and tangled Trinities.

All of us instinctively desire that we natives of our homelands,
what-ever name these may bear can claim to have lived in the
countries of our birth from time immemorial, from the moment when
it all began. Needless to say, such an assumption is
understandable, but its truth can-not be established. Of course,
the population of Europe, which has grown fi rst at a natural and
later at an industrial pace, has not experi-enced any serious
collapse or large-scale transformations since prehis-toric times.
On the other hand, it would be hard to claim that sheer weight of
numbers says very much. Th e key act in self-identifi cation by
social bodies in Europe was always those claims made by its elites,
what-ever their origins oft en they lay outside which the
non-elites viewed as most persuasive. It was men and women of
standing, respect and con-sequence who focused the hearts, minds
and consciences of whatever social group acknowledged them by
rallying behind those who gave them a new, ethnic, social, and
ultimately national, identity. Th is hap-pened regardless of
whether such elites were of domestic or foreign ori-gin. It was
social agents that built new nations; and linguistic affi liations,
biological kinship, a common gene pool did not. Indeed, even blood
ties wither, grow old and decrepit and lose vitality, if they are
not re-invigorated by other factors that frequently come from
outside.

It has been observed that areas that are culturally homogenous
fre-quently mask a surprising heterogeneity in the biological
substrate of their populations. Again, we should note that it is an
underlying cultural pattern, maintained above all by an (elite)
language and religion, which makes identities and nations survive.
Let us examine how an ethnic community and this, if we wish, can
include many nations is defi ned
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1 More on this cf. Romeny 2005.2 On the linguistic affi liation
of Slavic cf. now Rehder 1998.

by modern science1. Five criteria are of relevance here: a) a
common name; b) a shared myth of common origin; c) a shared
acknowledgment of a commonly experienced historical past; d) common
territory, and e) shared characteristics of a social body
displaying a particular and unique culture without parallels
elsewhere. In this way, the key factors that determine ethnicity
i.e. that answer the questions: who are we, who do we want to be,
and do not want to be? are not biological. We would do well to bear
this in mind.

What then, in practice, is Slavdom and Slavinity? Instinctively
we all know the answer, though the notions have been disputed
throughout the centuries. Yet any attempt at a defi nition must
necessarily fail. Slavinity cannot be defi ned by the tools of
physical anthropology, by geographical analysis, by material
features of the environment in which Slavs live, by social
structures or by any particular form of spirituality. Th e only
feature that Slavs do defi nitely have in common is language, or,
in later ages, a set of languages. Slavdom is thus defi ned by the
sharing of a common Indo-European language over a fairly long
histor-ical period, beginning perhaps somewhere in the murk of
prehistory, possibly in the fi rst centuries a.d., and probably
before the fourth- century a.d.2.

Let us start this historical investigation by borrowing a set of
terms from philosophy. Slavdom had been pouring forth from
somewhere in eastern Europe from (at least) the fourth
post-Christian century, like Aristotles notion of matter, an
unformed component of the human race. However, wherever they ended
up, Slavs adopted the very diff erent eco-nomic habits, social
norms, manners and customs of the local commu-nities they
encountered en route or in their new abodes. Th us the initially
undiff erentiated matter of the Slavic-speaking mass gradually
crystal-lized into a number of forms or confi gurations of social
life according to the conditions prevailing in their new homelands.
From the very begin-ning, Slav society showed a surprising degree
of adaptability, fl exibility, and an ability to adopt models from
their host communities, and to employ these to their own
advantage.

Th e primeval motherland of the Slavs, which they left to occupy
their present homes, is now thought to be in one of two regions of
eastern Europe. In both cases, one of the basic arguments for
thinking so is
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bibliography on the theme).

4 Cf. Trubaev 1982.

based on the names of waterways, which have usually survived
from very early times. Th e most ancient set of Slavic river names
has been documented northeast of the lower foothills of the
Carpathian moun-tains, where Byelorussia is now situated, in the
wetlands of the Pripyat marshes. Th is led specialists to assume
that this area was the cradle of the Slavs, from which they
migrated to occupy their present abodes3.

Th is theory was cast in doubt by a Russian philologist, Oleg
Trubachev. With perfect logic, he argued that if a group of people
gives linguistically coherent names to waterways, it is itself no
longer in statu nascendi, but constitutes a well-formed and mature
social group, with its own devel-oped language, manners and
customs. Slavs thus came to the Pripyat marshes as an already
established and structured body of people, and it is not necessary
to assume that they developed in this location. Instead, Trubachev
refers to reports by Greek and Roman authors which indi-cate a
fairly wide area somewhere along the middle or lower Danube, say
from southern Hungary across Serbia towards the Rumanian-Bulgarian
Danube basin, possibly as far as the northern Pontic region4.

Such an assumption fi nds support in the analysis of non-Slavic
loan-words in the earliest forms of Slavic language. Philologists
assert that the very earliest stage of Slavic that can be
reconstructed contains borrow-ings from the Baltic, Celtic,
Germanic (especially Gothic) languages, as well as from Iranian
dialects spoken by nomadic groups which inhab-ited an extensive
steppe area starting in the Pontic area and extending eastwards
through the Inner Asian steppes and deserts as far as Mongolia and
the western borderlands of China. Insofar as this data provides
evi-dence about the geographical range of the primitive Slavs, it
rather indi-cates that they emerged somewhere in the southeast
where contacts with Iranian-speaking nomads could be maintained.
Two aspects of the situation seem to be worth considering: fi rst,
it seems that the earliest borrowings from Slavic are to be found
in the language of the Dacians, who lived on the lower Danube in
present-day Rumania, in as early as the fi rst century a.d. Second,
links to Gothic point to an area of contact somewhere in the Pontic
area, where Goths dwelt from the fi rst centu-ries aft er
Christ.

Such questions are not only grist to the mill of stuff y
academics. Answering them can give us valuable evidence to indicate
the routes by
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579): Ferreiro 1995, and now also Charvt 2007.

6 Stadler 2003.7 Poleski 1997, esp. pp. 15016.

which Slavs came to Bohemia-Moravia. Hitherto, the northeast
seemed to be the Slav gateway to the Czech lands, if one assumes
that from their motherland in the Pripyat region Slavic groups
would have advanced northwest along the lower foothills of the
Carpathian mountains, trick-ling into central Europe by means of
accessible mountain passes. Trubachevs theory can, however, provide
an alternative solution by directing our attention towards the
southeast, to regions beyond the Danube and along this major river.
We could imagine the earliest ances-tors of the Czechs cautiously
advancing into southwestern Slovakia and southernmost Moravia, and
then penetrating across the Bohemian-Moravian highlands into the
plains and wooded hills of inner Bohemia.

How do we determine the date of arrival of the fi rst Slavs into
Bohemia and Moravia? Th is is one of the knottiest problems of
historical research, a stalking horse of many a theory which
ultimately proved to be false. Th e basic time frame does not raise
doubts. Longobard (Lombard) set-tlement of Moravia, Austria and
Slovakia is likely to have lasted until 568 a.d., when King Alboin
led his people to better fortune in Italy. As for Slavs, they
appeared in Pannonia before 550, where at least some of them
adopted Christianity5. At the end of the sixth-century, Bavarians
were having to confront the advancing Slavs in battle; meanwhile,
Austria seems to have remained empty, having been re-occupied by
Slav invaders, perhaps aft er the emergence of the early state of
Samo the Frankish merchant, only aft er 6306. Th e fi rst Slavic
establishments in southern Poland then date probably to the fi rst
half of the seventh-century7. (At least some) Slavs must then have
come to the Czech lands in the period from before 550 to, say, 650,
or rather 600 a.d. We can, however, say little more than this.

To give an idea how such an event can occur, consider an account
of the advent of the Goths in Italy:

Goth at the outset denoted soldiers who arrived in Italy in 489.
Th e fi rst Italian Goths constituted an army. Th ey were probably
not very numer-ous, perhaps 20,000 people at most (although all fi
gures are guesses), and certainly a mere fraction of the population
of Italy. Th is army had picked up recruits in both the Pannonian
and Italian provinces. It absorbed the remnants of Odoacers army.
It contained groups with non-Gothic labels,
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8 Menghin 1985, 187, a map of place-names documenting North
Italian ethnonyms likely to be linked to the arrival of Longobards
to Italy, including the name Boemo. On Longobards see now Hegewisch
2008.

such as the Rugians and the Gepids. Wolframs assertion that the
army was polyethnic (that is, diverse) upon its arrival must stand.
It was a motley crew, and any study of Gothic ethnicity or
ethnogenesis in Italy must assume that the Goths did not arrive as
an army already cohering to a single, overwhelming ethnic identity.
We do not know how many civilians there were with Th eoderic: some
wives and families, as well as secretaries (such as Th eoderics
Greek-named secretary in the Balkans in the 470s, Phocas; it may be
signifi cant that no wives or families are attested by name in any
source), priests (Arian or Catholic), and slaves, just as in late
Roman regiments.(Amory 1997, 4041).

BOHEMI

Our search for the beginnings of the Bohemian nation must take
into account one crucial fact: upon their departure for Italy, the
Longobards were accompanied by a group or groups of people who
called them-selves Bohemi. Th is proves beyond all doubt that even
before the arrival of Slavs en masse, the territory of the western
province of the present-day Czech republic was host to an elite
group which referred to itself by a name apparently taken from the
land it inhabited8.

From now on I shall be writing the ethnic name BOHEMI in capital
letters. Specialists in philology resort to this when they know the
general meaning of a certain word, but do not know how exactly this
word was pronounced in a given period. Let me give you an example:
most Europeans will instantly recognize a word of Latin origin,
say, imper-ium. But an inhabitant of Finland would very likely
pronounce it in a very diff erent fashion than, for instance, a
person born in Greece. Or take numbers: all passing motorists will
understand what is meant by a white circular disc with red outer
rim and a big black number 60 stand-ing by the roadside, whatever
their nationality or language. But, of course, if you ask them to
explain its meaning in words, they would use very diff erent
idioms.

Th is is exactly the trouble with the ethnonym BOHEMI. We know
that throughout the early Middle Ages, it referred in sources
written in Latin to the inhabitants of a land called Bohemia in
central Europe. What the people who settled in the plains and
highlands of Bohemia
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9 References to the relevant literature, especially to works by
Herwig Wolfram and Reinhard Wenskus, may be found in Amory
1997.

called themselves in their own vernacular language is a mystery.
In short, one of the most diffi cult problems of historical
research is to iden-tify the moment when the BOHEMI became
Czechs.

In theory, we may imagine two scenarios for the emergence of the
BOHEMI. A most persuasive model for the emergence of early
medie-val ethnicities via non-Roman social groups serving in the
armed forces of the Roman empire was introduced some time ago9.

Th e other possible course for the entry of the BOHEMI into
history is the conscious and deliberate acceptance of a new
identity by segments and splinters of various tribal groups chiefl
y Germanic, but possibly of other stock - who may have settled in
the modern Czech territories in the fi ft h and sixth centuries. In
this case, members of almost any group-ing referred by contemporary
sources as being in that part of Europe might have participated in
the creation of a new anthropo-geographical body (Alamannus, Saxo,
Toringus, Pannonius, Rugus, Sclavus, Nara, Sarmata, Datus,
Ostrogothus, Francus, Burgundio, Dacus, Alanus). (Fig. 01)

BOHEMI and the Roman Army?

Such a connection does, indeed, seem absolutely out of place
here. But let us consider the essential features of a model for the
emergence of

Figure 01: A gold ring found at slav-Hrdek, Bohemia. Made in
Italy or the Rhineland sometime between the end of the sixth and
the end of the seventh-century, lost at Hrdek in the early
ninth-century (Charvt 1997a, 24 Fig. 1).
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early states, recently presented by various European and North
American scholars. Th is model envisages the social process in
question as consist-ing of four steps:

1) A leader demonstrating not only military prowess but also
stra-tegic talent and management ability, emerges in some organized
grouping using a Germanic language.

2) Entering into service with the Roman army, such a leader
becomes a high-ranking offi cer appointed to command his peo-ple.
Th e Roman army accepted non-Roman volunteers from the
fourth-century onwards, and from the fi ft h-century onwards, its
serving units were organized on an ethnic basis.

3) Th e leader in question uses his Roman military rank to
establish himself as the king of his people.

4) Finally, a nascent social body, composed of the king, his
retinue and his followers, provides and generally accepts a
narrative concerning its origins. Th is usually happened as a
consequence of the activities of thinkers and wise men accompanying
the king. In most cases, such ideological constructs relied heavily
on the legitimacy conferred on indigenous leaders by the Roman
army, and thereby by the Roman empire. In other cases the newcomers
borrowed Greek and Roman myths and built their identity, and
legitimacy, on them, as, for instance, the Britons on Brutus10.

Th ough it has been the object of some recent criticism, this
model can help us a long way to understanding what was happening in
early social groups whose leaders-in-being marshaled all available
resources to achieve positions of importance, to retain them and,
if possible, to pass them on to their successors in offi ce.

A case in point that almost instantly springs to mind is the
story of Fritigil, queen of the Marcomanni, then resident in
Bohemia, her unnamed husband and king, and their retinue. Th is was
documented by Paulinus, biographer of Saint Ambrose of Milan, the
other actor in the event11. Having heard news of Christianity,
Fritigil sent an envoy to St. Ambrose asking for instruction in
this new faith. Th e holy man answered favorably and requested the
queen either to come to him per-sonally, or to send another
messenger with whom a Christian priest, to
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expound the doctrine of Jesus Christ, could return to the
Marcomanni. Unfortunately, this second ambassador arrived in Milan
only to be informed that the saintly Bishop Ambrose had just died.
Th is fact puts the story at around 397 a.d., the year of St.
Ambroses death. Upon this, the king and queen of the Marcomanni
decided to enter Roman terri-tory and to accept service in the
army. Th ey were stationed on the Pannonian frontier of the
empire.

In this connection it seems logical to suppose that the
Marcomanni entered Roman military service as a coherent group,
presumably retain-ing their name in that of a unit of the Roman
army. If this was the case it may be possible to fi nd them in the
gazetteer of Roman military instal-lations, personnel and
facilities of the early fi ft h-century, known as Notitia
dignitatum12.

Upon inspection, we fi nd that the Marcomanni can be found in
the Notitia in several places. Section V of the text, referring to
units of the Western empire commanded by the magister peditum, has
Marcomanni seniores and Marcomanni iuniores, stationed in Italy and
wearing an emblem of a bifurcate, pitchfork-like object set on a
pole13. Section VI lists them, again in the West, also in Italy,
commanded by a magister equitum, and wearing an ouroboros emblem14.
Provincial units include detachments of Marcomanni as auxilia
palatina intra Italiam15, and equites Marcomanni as comitia intra
Africam16. Section XXXIV of the document refers then to a rank of
tribunus gentis Marcomannorum, sub-ordinated to the Dux Panonniae
primae et Norici ripensis17.

We even fi nd the Quadi, a sister tribe of the Marcomanni
settled pos-sibly to the east of them in central Europe. Section
XXXI of the Notitia shows them to have been stationed in the
Eastern empire, namely in Egypt, under the command of the dux Th
ebaides, and occupying an Oasis minor, holding it against the
Trimtheos or Terenutheos, a long way indeed from home18.

It thus seems logical to suppose that at their original point of
entry to the empire, Pannonia, the Marcomanni received military
training, and,
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while some of them remained there, others were transferred to
garri-sons in Italy and even in Africa.

It is of some signifi cance for the subsequent history of the
Czech lands that the Notitia dignitatum contains no references to a
military corps called Bohemi. Th is name, denoting inhabitants of a
country called Bohemia, presumably did not thus emerge as a
designation of a unit of the Roman army, and its origins will have
to be sought elsewhere. Th eoretically, we could argue that even
then, they could have served as Roman soldiers. Insofar as we
possess more detailed evidence for the composition of Roman army
detachments, units bearing ethnic names invariably included
individuals designed by other ethnonyms. We notice Goths doing
service in Scythian battalions, or warriors of Germanic Herulian
origin commanded by offi cers with good Latin names. All this is
amply attested to in tombstone inscriptions from a Roman military
cemetery at Concordia in the present-day Veneto region, dating from
the end of the fourth-century a.d. Th is evidence eloquently
indicates how the Roman army in Late Antiquity may have served as a
seedbed for nationalities. Army units, held together by ethnic
names and cemented by a common language, a common code of conduct
and a common esprit de corps, formed focal points for the
transformation of originally heterogeneous and incoherent clusters
of people into discern-ibly structured social groups19.

Attractive as such a hypothesis may seem, however, we do not
have access to any evidence that proves it was the case. For the
time-being, therefore, we have to put aside such assumptions.

BOHEMI and the Population of the Czech Lands

What other possibilities do we have to explain the emergence of
the BOHEMI as an entity? Th is ethnonym could have been borne by a
group of Longobards, or, better still, by a conglomerate of
fragments and splin-ters of various social groups, who might have
sought refuge among the mountain ridges and valleys of Bohemia and
Moravia, which protected them, at least to some extent, from the
worst of the fi ft h-century Hunnic wars. Having very little in
common, these people could have decided to form a common identity
by calling themselves by the name of the land which they inhabited
BOHEMI from Bohemia.
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Two items of evidence argue in favor of this hypothesis. Th e fi
rst is given by the original name of the Bavarians, Baiovarii,
frequently taken to derive from a hypothetical ethnonym *Baia viri,
men from Baia, that is, Bohemia20. Th e second is provided by the
author of the History of the Longobards, Paul the Deacon, who
describes the wanderings of his peo-ple through several lands
including Bainaib, again usually interpreted as Bohemia21. An
argument from archeology may also point in the same direction:
grave equipment from the newly discovered fi ft h-century cemetery
at Praha-Zlin refl ects a surprising variety of cultural
inter-connections, shown by visual styles, that range from the
eastern Danube basin over the northern Elbe basin to as far as the
Rhineland22.

But such cases of a deliberately constructed ethnic affi liation
and con-sequent political identity turn up more oft en than one
would expect in early medieval history. By way of example, let us
consider the earliest source for the history of Kievan Rus, Nestors
annals23, which speak quite clearly. Th ey tell us how the founder
of this state, Prince Oleg, was accompanied by Varangians, and
Slavs, and they called themselves together Russians24. Here the
cementing agent was not a place but a new political entity. Members
of a new state chose a new name, to distin-guish themselves from
old ethnic labels which were felt to be insuffi cient descriptors
of a new social reality.

Similar cases are in evidence as early as in Late Antiquity. A
group of Sarmatian, (and thus most probably Pontic) origin,
consisting of vari-ous fragments of tribes, took up residence on
the Danube upon enter-ing Roman service. In local sources, these
people acquired the name of Limigantes, which probably derives from
their being stationed on the frontier, in Latin limes25.

Again, the material culture of the last Germanic groups in the
terri-tory of Bohemia and Moravia displays such a high degree of
heterogene-ity that it could well off er information about the
varied geographical (and/or ethnic?) origins of its members.
Alamannic, Bavarian, Frankish and Longobard parallels for fi nds on
Czech territory do imply a variety
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of cultural orientations, and thus presumably of regional
origins, within the last Germanic populations of the Czech
lands26.

If this was indeed the case, the synthetic identity of the
Germanic BOHEMI inhabiting the Czech lands could well have
accommodated the fi rst Slavic-speaking newcomers. Th ese would
have integrated them-selves into the ranks of the BOHEMI, and then
a process would have begun which is documented many times all over
early medieval Europe. Having fi rst supplied manpower as common
soldiers or as manual lab-orers, (as the Gastarbeiter of Late
Antiquity), speakers of Slavic would have subsequently intermarried
with the BOHEMI, have become their friends and allies, and,
ultimately, due to their gradually growing num-bers, have
interpenetrated and taken over the BOHEMI as their own social
group.

Something of this kind happened to the ancient southern
neighbors of the Czechs, the Carantanian Slavs. Upon their arrival
in the lee of the Alps, Slavic groups found the lands occupied by a
late Roman popula-tion and recently arrived Germanic settlers, some
of whom spoke (East) Gothic. Th e Slavs set themselves up as the
ruling elite of a new political grouping, taking its name from a
Latin-language toponym Caranta, and referred to all the local
inhabitants as Carantani. Th is allows one to assume that the
identity of the Carantanian Slavs does not stem from an original
component of the earliest Slav population, but that it emerged only
aft er they had settled down in their new homeland27. Was this the
case of the BOHEMI in Bohemia (and Moravia)?

We should also note that a similar process may have resulted in
the formation of the state of the Czechs southern friends and
allies, the Bavarians, of whom we heard earlier. Th eir polity is
supposed to have emerged as a result of the coalition and
interpenetration of eastern and western Germanic elements,
including Alamans, but also Longobards, on a foundation of Late
Roman populations. Here, however, we can fol-low the emergence of
their state in more detail. Th e Bavarians appear in written
sources for the fi rst time in 551. Sometime around 555, Chlothar
I, a king of the Merovingian dynasty and son of Clovis (Chlodowech
or Chlodwig), gave Walderad, a Longobard princess and his one-time
con-sort, in marriage to a gentleman named Garibald, uno ex suis,
who the
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As he is called by the most ancient author, Cosmas the Chronicler,
writing between

1119 and 1125; the modern rendering ech cannot be substantiated
in the earliest, Latin-language sources.

30 On all the relevant questions see most recently Tetk 2003,
and Plassmann 2006.31 Th e source of all wisdom is to discern
correctly the names of things.32 On the various origo gentis sagas
of early medieval Europe see now Plassmann
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Bavarians accepted as their duke. Th is moment is now
interpreted as being the constitutive act of Bavarian statehood.
Garibald was a mem-ber of the noble Agilolfi nga family, with
excellent connections to the nobility of the Visigoths, Suebi,
Franks, and Burgundians as well as to Latin-speaking elites. In
fact, the appointment of a paramount chief with good connections to
the Merovingian world to direct the aff airs of a people united in
will and faith appears as the fi nal step in the long his-tory of
the formation of the Bavarian body politic28.

Is there any particular reason why the BOHEMI were not
integrated into the Merovingian realms in the same manner? Was it
because the Czech lands were already a diff erent world a world
with another lan-guage, for instance?

BOHEMI and the Origo Gentis Saga of the Bohemians

Czechs are proud of the ancient sagas of their origins and their
arrival in Bohemia, as is evidenced by accounts dating back almost
a thousand years. Th ey have all heard of the nations ancestor
Bohemus29, who came to the country with his people and prophesied
well-being and bounty from the top of the p mountain. Every Czech
child knows of Libue, the wise prophetess, who foretold the glory
of the nation, and of Pemysl, a mythical ploughman chosen to be
Libues husband by an embassy of prominent ancient Bohemians, and
many others30. Do these tales tell us anything of signifi cance
about the BOHEMI?

Th e fi rst ancestor, Bohemus, seems to have been a creation of
Cosmas the Chronicler. Remembering his lessons at the cathedral
school in what is now Liege in Belgium, he proceeded according to
the well-known medieval maxim of fons omnis sapientiae est, bene
discernere nomina rerum31. Presented with a nation who called
themselves Bohemians, and who, in Cosmass time, were undoubtedly
Czech, he reasoned that these people must originate from a single
ancestor who gave the nation its name32. As Bohemus is not
mentioned in an earlier account of the
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mythical origins of the Bohemian nation (written by an author
under the pseudonym Christianus, probably at the end of the
tenth-century), we may assume that Cosmas invented him.

But let us try to locate and identify some other components of
the Bohemian saga. Firstly, we cannot fail to notice a number of
similarities with the origo gentis saga of the Longobards. Th e
Longobards and the Bohemians were the only two nations of early
medieval Europe who had a founding mother rather than a founding
father. Princess Gambara, the mother of all Longobards, gave birth
to two sons who founded two branches of the Winnil people. Here we
may draw parallels with the tale of the two brothers ech and Lech,
supposed founding fathers of Bohemia and Poland, which, while not
known from the earliest existing sources, may possibly have ancient
origins. When King Alboin brought the Longobards to Italy in 568,
he also prophesied their well-being in their new homeland from the
top of a high mountain33.

Another link between the Bohemian origo gentis saga and the
Longo-bard world is the genealogy of the ancestry of the Pemyslid
dynasty, the eight mythical dukes who were said to have ruled the
Bohemians in illo tempore34. Th e repetition of the mysl35 element
in their names suggests a possible connection with one of the
mythical dynasties of the Longobard people (Lethingi or Lithingi),
in which the names of the kings all contain the element *hugu, with
the same meaning36.

An ancestor of considerable interest is Krok, successor of
Bohemus and father of the three mythical daughters, Kazi, Teta and
Libue, who were each endowed with magical powers. Unlike Bohemus,
Kroks his-torical existence is attested to by written sources.
Crocus, King of the Alemanni tribe, offi cer of the Roman army and
possibly a tribunus scholae (commander of the palace guard) played
a major role in an event which occurred at the then Roman Eboracum
(York) in 306, when Constantine, the future Constantine the Great,
assumed the dignity of a Roman emperor. Modern scholars even ponder
the possibility that this step was masterminded and orchestrated by
Crocus himself37. (Fig. 02)
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Th is is a most surprising development. In the Bohemian origo
gentis saga, Krok does not play any particularly signifi cant role.
A successor of Bohemus and an elected administrator (judge) of his
people, he earned his status among the mythical ancestors of the
Bohemian nation by fathering the three daughters, Kazi, Teta and
Libue, to whom he left the rule of the country in the absence of a
son. Th ere is, in fact, no reason at all for his place in the
saga, as the three daughters could very well have been brought into
the world by Bohemus himself. However, Kroks posi-tion must already
have been well established by the time of Cosmas the Chronicler,
who provided the fi rst complete account of the Bohemian origo
gentis saga. I believe that the fairly low key position accorded by
the learned canon of St. Guys cathedral to the father of Kazi, Teta
and Libue indicates that Cosmas did not know the historical truth
about Krok. If so, as a faithful son of the Church of Rome, he
would hardly have failed to exploit the opportunity to elevate a
personage, who had created the very fi rst Christian emperor of the
Western world, into an ancestor of his own people. Cosmas must
therefore have taken the refer-ence to Krok from some earlier
mythical account, which was, however,

Figure 02: Th e Emperor Constantine rewarded those who had
helped him to the throne by giving them rings with the inscription
FIDEM CONSTANTINO (fi delity to Constantine). Did the king of the
Alamanni, Crocus, possibly Krok of the ancient sagas of Bohemia,
also wear one? (Fuchs 1997, 119).
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38 A recent overview of the nations earliest history and
historiography may be found in Sommer-Tetk-emlika-Opai 2007.

39 I Samuel 28, 325; see Ruhe 1993, 74.40 Historia
Langobardorum: Foulke 1974, 321322.41 Simmons 2006 with ref.
(Epona, Rhiannon, Macha).42 On Longobard chronology see Pohl-Erhard
2005, as well as Stadler et al. 2003.

already suffi ciently removed from Kroks own times to have
dropped both his royal ancestry and his role in Constantine the
Greats assump-tion of the Roman throne.

We will now turn to the equally interesting and mysterious
character of another ancestor of the Bohemians, the prophetess and
duchess Libue. Th e tenth-century Christianus text, the very fi rst
narrative of the Bohemian origo gentis saga, describes the nation
leaving its homeland not led by a male ancestor, but by an
anonymous prophetess, undoubt-edly the earliest documented
incarnation of Libue38. Christianus denotes her offi ce by a most
unusual title phitonissa, a clear metathesis of the Latin
substantive pythonissa. Th is name reveals the writers high level
of Latin culture: the substantive denotes the mulier habens
pitho-nem, woman with a python of the Vulgata, the witch of En-Dor,
to whom King Saul turned, asking her to summon the prophet Samuels
ghost from the nether world to give him advice39. Th e anonymous
prophetess of Christianus fi nds a peculiar form of integration
into the world of Latin Christianity here. Another link with the
Longobard tra-dition may be seen in the fact that the same word,
phitonissa, denoting Gambara, the ancestor of the nation, may be
found in the Historia Langobardorum, where Paul the Deacon directly
refers to the serpentes parentes of the great mother40.

Libue, of course, took a decisive step in the nations mythical
history when she sent out an embassy of the most prominent
Bohemians to fi nd a man worthy to rule the people with her as
consort, instructing them to follow her horse which would lead them
to the candidate. It is here that we meet Libue in the role
familiar from Indo-European mythology, which is particularly
documented in old Welsh and Irish tales. Th is mythical suzerain,
frequently appearing with a horse, confers power over a land to a
male by entering into intimate relations with him41.

Th us we are presented with an anonymous ruler of the BOHEMI,
sponsor of a bard or poet who composed for him (or her) a mythical
tale to describe the origins of the nation. It is important to take
chronology into account here. Longobard infl uences are likely to
have played a sig-nifi cant role in the fi ft h and sixth
centuries, and hardly aft er 56842. As for the Alamanni, the BOHEMI
may have come into contact with them as
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43 On the Alamanni cf. Fuchs 1997; on Alamannic-Frankish
relations Rouche 1997.

early as the fi ft h-century, but they may have given shelter to
what remained of the Alamannic elite aft er their crushing defeat
by Chlo-dovech, King of the Franks, at Tolbiac on the Rhine in
49643. It is diffi cult to establish when the Alamannic elite
culture died out, but I believe we would not go far wrong to say it
ended in the eighth century.

So it seems that the essentials of the Bohemian origo gentis
saga prob-ably emerged somewhere at the juncture between Slav,
Longobard and Alamannic infl uences, perhaps between the fi ft h
and seventh centuries.

BOHEMI and their Fortunes aft er 568

In review, I believe we may surmise that the BOHEMI who remained
on the territory of the present-day Czech Republic aft er 568 mixed
with the Slavic-speaking newcomers, employed them and gradually
united with them, to the point where Slavic became one of the
languages most oft en spoken in the land. Th e Slavs were quick
learners, and soon mastered the most important arts of the age fi
rst and foremost, the art of war-fare. We learn that as early as
the beginning of the seventh-century, Slav auxiliary troops sent
out by the khakan of the Avars helped the Longo-bard host lay siege
to fortifi ed cities. In many respects, Slav elites did not diff er
from those of other ethnic groups of early medieval Europe. Th ey
adopted the same strategy and more or less the same tactics. Albeit
few, coeval written sources conclude that very soon, Slav elites
were fully compatible with the economic and social structures of
the European world of Late Antiquity and the incipient Middle Ages.
We may also legitimately assume that the Slav segment of the BOHEMI
were no strangers to the benefi ts of the culture and civilization
of Late Antiquity, in aspects such as housing, interior furnishing,
dress, cookery and lei-sure time.

having left the city of Milan with his army in the month of
July, king Agilulf [in 602, pch] laid siege to the city of Cremona
with Slavs sent out in his aid by the khakan (cacanus) of the
Avars. He conquered the city on 18th September, and he razed it to
the ground.

Paulus Diaconus, Historia Langobardorum IV 28.

It may be that my readers will ask where can they fi nd evidence
for the BOHEMI that I propose, and also for the relationship
between this elite
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group and the culture of the Slav newcomers to the country, as
it has long been presented in archeological writing. (Fig. 03)

In actual fact, archeologists did, and still do, fi nd it diffi
cult to visual-ize the beginnings of medieval culture in the Czech
lands. Th e material culture of the so-called Prague type has
usually been interpreted as the archeological manifestation of the
fi rst Slav inhabitants of the country. Th e constituent features
of this culture were perceived in a specifi c type of sunken fl
oored hut, roughly square in plan, with a stone kiln in one corner
and oft en with traces of interior furnishing in the form of
post-holes in their fl oors, as well as in very simple pottery
products, mostly pots with rounded shoulders and lower parts
tapering conically towards the base. It has only recently been
observed that while these features of early medieval culture
represent the most visible signs of the arrival of medieval
civilization into the Czech lands, they are not necessarily the

Figure 03: Th e sixth to seventh-century settlement site of
Roztoky near Prague included this house, No. 926. A series of
curving post-hole lines in the corner opposite the stone-built kiln
may represent traces of an ancient sleeping plat-form
(Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005, 409 Fig. 159).
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44 Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005.45 Other bone products, like that
depicted in Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005, Fig. XXIV:

4, fi nd parallels in the Danube region and central Europe
dating from the second half of the sixth-century:
Ivanievi-Kazanski-Mastykova 2006, 27 Fig. 13, discussion on p.
27.

46 A presumably Mediterranean reliquary with decoration
providing a parallel for a silver casing or mount found at Roztoky
(Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005, Fig. XXIII: 5) is dated to the reign
of Emperor Heraclius (610641: Morello 1996).

most signifi cant. Important contributions have been made over
the last few decades by archeologists engaged in a major excavation
of a cluster of early medieval habitation sites at the community of
Roztoky, due north of Prague, at the bottom of the Vltava river
valley44.

Meticulous archeological excavation, and informed
interpretation, resulted in the establishment of a crucial fact:
while the material culture of the Roztoky sunken fl oored huts is
very simple, it also shows traces of interaction with coeval
European culture. Potters who supplied crock-ery to the inhabitants
of the Roztoky huts decorated some of their wares with stamped
patterns which were clearly modeled on pottery products of
Merovingian affi liation. Artisans working in bone produced combs,
unknown in this form in other eastern European regions presumably
inhabited by Slavs, but imitating such articles used by members of
the native Bohemian population, which most probably used a Germanic
language45. Local smiths delivered products which were diffi cult
to distinguish from Frankish, Bavarian, Alamannic or Longobard
wrought iron46. We must therefore acknowledge the fact that the
material culture of Europe west and south of Czech frontiers did
circulate in Bohemia in those times albeit that so little of it has
survived into the modern age, and even less can be documented by
archeological excavation and anal-ysis. In early medieval Bohemia,
the culture of the Merovingian, Bavarian and Longobard world has
been preserved literally in imprints, impres-sions and
inspirations. (Fig. 04 and 05)

Th is poses a diffi cult question, however. Who were the people
who slept in the Roztoky huts, cooked and baked their food on the
fi res and in furnaces, and heated their homes by the kilns? Th e
Roztoky settle-ment probably once housed ploughmen, shepherds and
artisans serving the the nearest residence of the BOHEMI elite.
Where such an establish-ment could be found is at present
impossible to say. It might have been situated in the Zmka
hill-fort in the present-day Prague quarter of Bohnice, on a rock
cliff above the Vltava river opposite the Roztoky set-tlement. Th e
Roztoky people may even have supplied products and


	
the seventh-century 19

services to other centers, the material traces of which have
long ago been obliterated by the growing municipal center of Prague
itself. History tends to keep some of its secrets. In fact, ongoing
archeological excava-tions throughout Europe have shown that the
quality of the Roztoky-type material culture, apparently rather
low, constitutes no exception in terms of rural settlements of both
adjacent regions and more distant areas inhabited by
Germanic-speaking people47. (Fig. 06 a 07)

Th us, aft er 568, Bohemian aff airs were directed and managed
by an elite calling themselves BOHEMI, of whom an increasing number
spoke, or at least understood, Slavic. Representatives of this
elite circle may have come to an agreement with the Merovingian
empire, and possibly even acknowledged its supremacy. We hear that
in 537, the Ostrogoths ceded supremacy over the lands north of the
Alps to Franks, and that

47 For similar huts in Bavaria see Fries-Knobloch 2006,
363364.

Figure 04: A bone handle found in feature 449 at Roztoky
(Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005, 469 Fig. 219: 8).
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48 See Bertram 2007 for evidence of coeval Frankish presence in
Bavaria.

Figure 05: Th e compositional principle of the Roztoky bone
handle decora-tion is the same as that of this gilt silver belt
chape (strap-end mount), dating to around 530. It was discovered in
the grave of an Alamannic lady of rank at the site of Schwenningen
in southwestern Germany. In this manner, the earli-est medieval
culture of Bohemia shows signs of the infl uences to which it was
exposed (Fuchs 1997, 299300).

the Franks did actually go on to assume power over those parts
of Europe48.

At this juncture we cross from the realm of history to that of
archeol-ogy. Among other items, the Franks brought a distinctive
type of weapon to Czech territory, which was supposed to be
symbolic of their military power. At least three examples of an
angon, a tip of a spear some fi ft y cm long, with a barbed,
wrought iron point, have been discovered on the present day
territory of the Czech Republic. One such object was depos-ited
centuries ago in a warriors grave at the aforementioned Roztoky
settlement, and the proximity of this undoubtedly elite burial site
to the
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Figure 06: A bone comb from Roztoky (Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005,
484 Fig. 234: 7).

Figure 07: Th is map shows the diff usion of bone combs
throughout sixth to seventh-century Bohemia. In their original
homeland, Slavs did not use such items; they became familiar with
them only aft er they had settled down in regions where bone combs
were used. Th e map thus exposes the particular zone of contact
between the newcomers and the resident population in other words,
it documents the region in which the earliest BOHEMI are to be
sought (Kuna-Profantov et al. 2005, 195 Fig. 80).
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cluster of early medieval habitations certainly merits our
attention49. According to the scale of social relevance of burial
equipment in use for early medieval burials in central Europe,
angons belong to group C, that is, to the second highest rank in
the social hierarchy of occupants of such cemeteries50. Th e
personage buried at Roztoky must therefore have belonged to the
upper echelon of Frankish society in Bohemia. (Fig. 08)

Th e angon is a stabbing weapon, neither too short, nor too
long. You can throw it as a javelin, or you can wield it by both
hands in face-to-face com-bat. Most of its surface is iron-clad, so
that very little wood is actually seen, hardly more than the lower
end. Two backward-turned and hooked barbs issue from the tip of the
weapon at its very top, from the spears tip, on every side, as well
as from the point where the shaft engages the staff .

Figure 08: Finds from a Migration-period grave at Roztoky
(possibly sixth-century). Point of a Frankish angon on the left (P
1909, 38).

49 P 1909, p. 38, on left .50 A convenient summary of this
classifi cation is presented in Sasse 1990, 47 Abb. 2,

and now in Wunsch 2006. On angons in the Merovingian armoury see
also Prin 2006.
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51 Th e case is cited in Amory 1997, pp. 149152, and 321323.

In the assault, Franks throw angons when necessary, and if their
adversar-ies are hit by them, the points sink into the fl esh and
may be wrung out only with greatest diffi culty, as the back-turned
barbs tear the wounds open and cause intense pain. Th us, even if
the wounds infl icted may not be lethal, those who are thus hit die
of the excessive damage to their bod-ies. If the tips transfi x
shields, they remain stuck in them and have to be carried around,
with the angons lower end hitting the soil. Th e shield-bearer can
neither wring the protruding tip free, because of the back barbs,
nor can he cut it off with his sword because of the iron revetment
of the staff . As soon as the Franks see their enemies thus
encumbered, they stamp on the lower ends of the angons and jerk
them towards themselves, thereby depriving their opponents of the
protection of their shields. Th en the Frankish warriors proceed to
infl ict fatal wounds on their hapless ene-mies, either hitting
them on the head with their axes, or running their necks through
with other spears.

Th e Frankish angon Manual of Instruction (text by the Byzantine
histo-rian Agathias, Historiae, II 56, cited by Prin-Feff er 1987,
II, p. 119).

But Why Stay in Bohemia (and Moravia)?

Vulnerable to any passing brigands, why did the BOHEMI choose to
stay at home rather than proceed towards regions around the
Mediterranean sea? Let us try to answer this question by briefl y
relating a story which, according to our sources, refl ects life
and its adversities in sixth-century Italy51. We will see how
pillaging and marauding the now almost defunct western Roman empire
could have had unforeseen and complicated consequences.

Th e story concerns a Goth warrior named Gundila, presumably of
the Arian faith, who lived in Italy sometime around 539 and had
served under King Witigis. Gundilas property was confi scated by
the Byzantine Emperor Justinians expeditionary force during a long
and bloody cam-paign in Italy between 534 and 535. In order to
recover what had belonged to him, Gundila appealed to the Byzantine
General Belisarius, and hav-ing approached Pope Vigilius around the
year 540, took the Roman way and converted to Catholicism.
Ultimately, upon receipt of a confi r-mation that he no longer fell
under the jurisdiction of the Arian bishop of Rome, he recovered
his lost landholdings, a part of which he subse-quently donated to
the church of the Virgin Mary at Nepi in Umbria.
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Th is is, however, just the beginning of a whole merry-go-round
of events. Shortly aft er 540, the Goth army took Nepi in the
course of a counter-off ensive and Gundilas property was confi
scated again by the Goth commander Totila, who gave it to one of
his offi cers (comes) named Tzalico. Th en in 544 or 545,
Belisariuss troops re-took Nepi, and Gundila launched another
appeal to Belisarius. However, Belisarius had already donated the
land in question to the Santa Aelia monastery at Nepi. Seeing no
alternative, Gundila again approached Pope Vigilius. Th e pontiff
sent word to the Santa Aelia monks, and ordered them to give the
estate back to the veteran soldier, who had already, by his
donation, proved his munifi cence to the Catholic Church beyond all
doubt. Having thus successfully pursued his cause, Gundila
proceeded to give one part of the relevant landholdings to the
Santa Aelia monastery, and another to a regular house of Saint
Stephen.

But it didnt stop there either. Goth troops re-conquered Umbria
at the end of the 540s and the notorious Tzalico appropriated
Gundilas property yet again.

Th e story stops here until the end of the war in 557. Groups of
inheri-tors then addressed the Roman municipal administration to
enquire about the destiny of the inheritance of the now deceased
Gundila. Th is might have happened in consequence of the pragmatic
sanction of Emperor Justinian, by which he suspended all the landed
property transactions of the tyrant Totila, and reconciled Arian
landholdings with the Catholic Church. At this juncture, Gundilas
and Tzalicos inheritors went to court, disputing the property of
two monasteries and a church. Th e Tzalico party based their claim
on Totilas donation, and Catholic institutions doubtless presented
their rights as well.

Unfortunately, the sources are not clear about the conclusion of
the whole aff air, but the fact that the documents survived in the
archiepis-copal archive of Ravenna implies that the eternal
institutions probably defended their rights successfully.

In fact, all this could have happened to anyone; we know that as
early as 537, auxiliary units of the Hun, Slav and Antae cavalry
served in the Byzantine army fi ghting the Goths in Italy.

Th is story clearly demonstrates that the integration of
newcomers into the world of Late Antiquity was by no means an easy
process, and that it might have entailed all sorts of unforeseen
diffi culties. Life in the Mediterranean area undoubtedly tempted
many to go there; but many others might have preferred to steer
clear of this entanglement of public, private, economic, political,
social, spiritual and ecclesiastical interests.
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52 Speech of an unknown Greek recorded by Priscus, the Byzantine
ambassador to the court of Attila in the year 448, see
http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/texts/priscus.html
(translation by J.B. Bury (Priscus, fr. 8 in Fragmenta Historicorum
Graecorum) ).

Far from the Madding Crowd: Romans go Barbarian

Th e Romans, on the other hand, are in the fi rst place very
liable to perish in war, as they have to rest their hopes of safety
on others, and are not allowed, on account of their tyrants to use
arms. And those who use them are injured by the cowardice of their
generals, who cannot support the conduct of war. But the condition
of the subjects in time of peace is far more grievous than the
evils of war, for the exaction of the taxes is very severe, and
unprincipled men infl ict injuries on others, because the laws are
practically not valid against all classes. A transgressor who
belongs to the wealthy classes is not punished for his injustice,
while a poor man, who does not understand business, undergoes the
legal penalty, that is if he does not depart this life before the
trial, so long is the course of lawsuits protracted, and so much
money is expended on them. Th e climax of the misery is to have to
pay in order to obtain justice. For no one will give a court to the
injured man unless he pay a sum of money to the judge and the
judges clerks.

Speech of an unknown Greek recorded by Priscus, the Byzantine
ambas-sador to the court of Attila, see
http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/texts/priscus.html
(translation by J.B. Bury (Priscus, fr. 8 in Fragmenta Historicorum
Graecorum)).

Our sources give eloquent testimonies of Roman subjects who, for
one reason or another, decided to leave the safety and security of
civilized life under imperial protection to fi nd a new home on the
range instead. We thus hear of a gentleman born in Constantinople,
who, parading in Attilas camp wearing an exemplary Hun outfi t,
surprised a Byzantine imperial envoy by his perfect command of
Greek. Asked why he, a descendant of the noble race of Homer and
Hesiod, had decided to join the roaming barbarians, he cited the
general insecurity, high taxes and corrupt justice in Byzantium52.
Samo, the Frankish merchant who made his fortune among the Slavs,
and of whom we shall hear more later, con-stitutes another such
example.

Similar cases may be found in sources from other Mediterranean
countries, and we shall cite at least some of them to illustrate
this social phenomenon. At the beginning of the seventh-century, a
Byzantine ship carrying building materials (such as marble, wood
and iron) to one of the Christian churches in Ethiopia was
shipwrecked on the east coast of
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53 For the relevant data see Osman 2005.54 On the Eurasian
nomads see now Dschingis Khan und seine Erben, and

Klyashtornyi-Sultanov 2006, Comparetti-de la Vaissire 2006, and
Golden 2006.

the Red sea. Some lords of Mecca, members of the Quraysh family,
took the ships wood to their city and induced one of the ships
passengers, a carpenter or builder named Baqum, to build a roof
over the Kaaba shrine. Th ey gave him explicit instructions to
build in the manner of Syrian buildings. Having settled in Mecca
and embraced Islam, Baqum is subsequently recorded to have built a
three-tiered reading pulpit for Prophet Muhammad. Another
ex-Byzantine in Arab service was Suhayb ibn Sinan. Born in Sasanian
Mesopotamia around the year 590, he was captured and enslaved by
the Byzantines. Th e Arab gentleman who bought him later re-sold
him to one of the citizens of Mecca and until his master restored
his freedom, Suhayb would sit beside Kaaba in the company of the
Prophet Muhammad and listen to his teachings. On reaching maturity,
Suhayb went into business and gradually amassed a considerable
fortune. He died around 660 at the venerable age of sev-enty years,
and was thus to some extent, in terms of age and lifestyle, a peer
of Samo the Frankish merchant53.

Avars and Other Easterners

Having discussed the West, let us now turn our attention to the
East, where events not entirely without impact on the history of
Bohemia and Moravia were to occur. Impelled towards the Eurasian
steppes (a vast belt which begins in the Pontic region and ends in
Inner Mongolia and western China) by the general desiccation of the
climate that took place aft er 400 a.d., most of the nomadic groups
spoke various Iranian or Turkic languages and dialects.

Among these nomadic groups, the founding fathers of the fi rst
kaga-nate of the Turks occupied a prominent position. Th is
Turkic-speaking elite, who formed the Ashina clan, initially
acknowledged the superior-ity of the rulers of the Ruran
(Zhuan-Zhuan) empire of the northern borderlands of China, and
settled with their people in Altai mountain regions assigned to
them by the Ruran54. It was there that the clan con-federation of
the Turkic-speaking groups, which assumed the name Turks (Trk), fi
rst emerged. Th ey proceeded not only to defeat the Ruran empire,
but, in 552, to succeed in establishing the fi rst Turkish
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55 de la Vaissire 2002, 206.56 See most recently de la Vaissire
2002.57 See Dschingis Khan und seine Erben, and Jisl 1997.

kaganate, an empire stretching from the Volga river to the Altai
moun-tains. Th e kaganate consisted of two parts. Th e eastern
part, populated by the Orkhon Turks, was ruled by the founders of
the confederation, the Ashina clan. Th e western part, that of the
Oghuz Turks, assumed the form of a confederation named n ok, Ten
arrows, according to the number of member groups. Albeit scant,
Chinese written sources do supply some information about Turkish
courtly culture: on offi cial occa-sions, the kagan dressed in a
cloak of green satin, and wore a head-cloth of silk. Th e fi rst
Turkish kaganate established relations with Byzantium as early as
567568, when a Turkish embassy, headed by a gentleman of Sogdian
descent named Maniakh, presented their credentials to Emperor
Justinian55.

Aft er 600 a. d., a powerful opponent confronted the kaganate in
the south and southeast, where the Chinese empire renewed its unity
under the sway of the Sui (581618) and especially Tang (618907)
dynasties. Th e Tang dynastys Emperor Tai-zong (618649) even
assumed the title of the ruler of the steppe clans. In 659, the fi
rst Turkish kaganate collapsed under the onslaught of armies of the
Heavenly Empire, and the Chinese emperors brought the whole of
Inner Asia as far as Bukhara and Samarkand under their
suzerainty.

Let us note en passant that as early as this, Turkic-speaking
tribes were trading along the Eurasian overland channel known as
the Silk Road56. In the sixth-century, the border regions of China
paid the nomads as much as 100,000 pieces (rolls?) of silk every
year. It is of relevance here that the Proto-Slavic word trh,
meaning market, or fair, probably has connections with the Turkish
and Mongol name for silk, torga or torgo57. (Fig. 09)

Th e emergence of the fi rst Turkish kaganate brought about a
re-structuring of the political order in the Eurasian steppe
regions. Unwilling to bow to Turkish supremacy, a number of
organized groups left both east and west, and one of these, the
(presumably) Turkic-speaking Avars, was to make a lasting
impression on Slav history. In 552, the Avars still occupied
regions in the south of the Ural mountains. From there, they took
the road due west to the Pontic area, where a treaty with the
Byzantine emperor in 558 or 559 allowed them to settle in Roman,
that is, Byzantine territory. Th is angered the Turkish kagan
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Figure 09: Th is carving of a horseman comes from a rock relief
showing the enthronement of the Sasanian ruler Khusrau II Aparviz
(590628) at Taq-i Bostan by present-day Kermanshah, Iran. Th e
dignitary wears a robe of luxury cloth, displaying medallions
depicting animals, and a nomad-type waist-belt with hanging straps,
set with their own chapes (strap-end mounts). Th is is how the Avar
kaganate elite probably dressed.
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58 See Cavallari 2005, 153154 for Italy; also, the evidence
gathered in Menghin 2007 (for Bavaria, Bertram 2007). For Far
Eastern parallels see Fahr-Becker 2007, 683.

Tardu (575603) who considered the Avars to be fugitives. Some
skir-mishes between Byzantine and Turkish groups ensued, but in the
560s the Avars established cordial relations to the Longobards,
then resident in Pannonia in the Carpathian mountain range. Th is
alliance united them against a common enemy, the Germanic Gepid
tribe, who at that time inhabited the northeastern territory of
present-day Romania. Together, Longobard and Avar troops defeated
the Gepids, and when the Longobards left the Danube basin for Italy
in 568, the Avars became rulers of Pannonia. Here, on the fertile
plains of modern southern Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia and perhaps
also parts of Romania, they pro-ceeded to set up a kaganate of
their own.

Relations between the Avar kaganate and Byzantium underwent a
profound change aft er the death of Emperor Justinian (+ 565). In
league with Slav contingents, Avar troops proceeded to not only
harass the imperial borderlands, but to undertake a full-scale
invasion of the Byzantian empire. Initially content to pillage and
plunder Byzantine ter-ritories, they later went so far as to settle
within the imperial borders. Th e horrors of this war reached a
climax in 626 when Avar and Slav armies laid siege to the empires
capital, Constantinople. Stretching their powers to the limit,
Byzantine troops (among whom warriors of Germanic, nomadic or even
Slavic stock fi gured prominently) managed to repel the
invaders.

At this juncture, the Avars laid down their arms and were
content to collect yearly payments in gold and other luxury wares,
which the Byzantine empire engaged itself to deliver. Th is
development exerted a lasting infl uence on the material culture of
the Avar kaganate, inspired the creativity of its artists, and
helped to integrate the originally nomadic nobility into the
(eastern) European milieu. We should also note that in turn, the
Avar milieu, and especially nomadic fashion, left its impres-sion
on the dress of western ladies and gentlemen, particularly in the
form of nomadic waist-belts. Th ese distinctive items had short
hanging straps which oft en bore their own decorative eleme
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