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PREFACE

HpHE following narrative of the Celtic earldoms*• of Atholl,
Strathearn, and Menteith, will be

read with interest by the public and by all students

of Scottish history. There is no reason to doubt

that of the seven Celtic earldoms created by Malcolm

Canmore, Atholl, Strathearn, and Menteith were in-

cluded, and thus were the first earldoms created in

Scotland. Nothing can exceed in historical interest

the thrilling record of the Atholl earldom. The

Atholl earls for centuries appeared on the political

platform of their country, and distinguished them-

selves by the accomplishment of many gallant andheroic, and not
unfrequently, unlawful deeds. The

earldom was subject to rapid changes, yet it was

always held by bold and heroic men, who in civil

and military matters were usually in the foreground.

The history of the earldom of Strathearn has

always been shrouded in mystery and seclusion,

and its historical record is on that account greatly

restricted as compared with that of Atholl.

The earldom of Menteith is in a different position.

We have, on the whole, a fairly good historical record7


	
8 PREFACE

of it, which will be found in the following pages.

The brief outline of the career of some of its more

prominent earls will be found most attractive, and

will delight and arrest the attention of antiquarian

readers and students and lovers of our national

history, to all of whom the record of these Celticearldoms will
be a congenial, albeit an edifying

subject.

S. C.

Edinburgh, March 1909.


	
CONTENTSPAGE

Earldom of Atholl . . . .11

Earldom of Strathearn . . . -53Foundation Charter, Inchaffray
Abbey . 65

Earldom of Menteith . . . .87


	
THE ANCIENT EARLDOM OFATHOLL

THE CELTIC EARLS

THE county of Perth in early times played aprominent part in the
history of Scotland. The

primitive old town of St Johnstoun, with its fortifiedcastle,
was a favourite residence of the early kings,while some of the most
powerful and most turbulentnobles of that age had their estates in
Perthshire aswell as a residence in Perth. No other county
couldboast of such vast earldoms as those of Atholl,Strathearn and
Menteith. Those of Ross, Morayand Fife were extensive, but the
Perthshire earldomscame more in contact with the king and the
royalfamily. The lands and territories of Atholl wouldbe thrice the
size of what they are now. Theyextended, it is said, to within a
short distance ofPerth, while the extensive territories of the
Strath-earn and Menteith earldoms occupied the greaterpart of West
Perthshire. The most famous earldomwas probably that of Atholl, as
it was more fre-quently in the hands and under the administrationof
the crown than any other. The Atholl countrywas so designated
centuries before the earldom wascreated. It is one of the most
ancient and mosthonourable titles in Scotland. The earldom datesas
far back as the close of the eleventh century, inthe reign of
Malcolm Canmore, and was one of thefirst created. Atholl was one of
the seven Celticearls who in the reign of Malcolm IV. invaded
that


	
12 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSmonarch in his castle of Perth. The
Earls of Athollhave always been closely identified with
Scottishhistory and with all the vicissitudes and thrillingevents
of pre-Reformation and post-Reformationtimes.

We are informed by a recognised authority 1 thatduring the reign
of the Pictish kings Talorgan, King ofthe Picts, son of Drostan, is
mentioned by Tighernac,an Irish writer, as flourishing from 713 to
739 A.D.,when his death is recorded as Rex Athfholta or King
ofAtholl. The title King of Atholl probably indicatesa territory
extending north as far as the Spey. Thedistrict from which he took
his title, and of which hemight almost be called the sovereign, was
in extentlarger than an ordinary county, and was more fer-tile,
more diligently cultivated, and more thicklypeopled than the
greater part of the Highlands. 2

It was evidently an independent province whichalong with other
states were eventually amalgamatedinto one kingdom named Scotland.
In this Athollcountry, or kingdom of Atholl, ruled by Pictish
kings,was founded in the seventh century, by the successorsof St
Columba, the little monastery or abbey ofDull. This monastery, with
its chapels of Foss andGlenlyon, belonged subsequently to the Earls
ofAtholl, and was granted by Malcolm, second Earl ofAtholl, of the
Celtic line, in 1176, to the prior of St

Andrews. This grant was confirmed by the Bishopof Dunkeld, he
reserving right to give the cleric(incumbent) to the extent of 10
marks to a vicar andan annual rent of 20s. to him and his clergy
from theAbthanerie of Dull.3

The early part of the thirteenth century, the reignofAlexander
II., witnessed the termination of the line

1 Chronicles of the Picts and Scots.2 Macaulay.3 Chartulary of
St Andrews.


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 13of the Celtic Earls of Atholl. These
earls were :

—

Malcolm, who comes into notice in 11 15 as a witnessto the
foundation charter of Scone ; Malcolm, hisson, the second earl, who
gave the teinds or tithes ofthe Church of Moulin to the Abbey of
Dunfermline,for the safety of his soul, and his predecessors,
kingsof Scotland. To this charter King William the Lionis a
witness, anno 1166. The third and last Celticearl was Henry, eldest
son of this Malcolm. Theseearls, it is said, were descended from a
son or brotherof Malcolm Canmore, and they succeeded the
Pictishkings of Atholl. The earldom by some writers issaid to have
been an appanage of the family fromwhom sprang the kings of the
race of Duncan, son ofCrinan, of Dunkeld, who flourished in the
eleventhcentury. Henry died about 121 5, and the earldomreverted to
the crown for want of male issue.

But while the earldom after this period passedinto the hands of
a succession of foreign earls afamily bearing the title of de
Atholia continued forlong to possess a great part of the lands, and
wereprobably the descendants of the Celtic earls. TheGaelic
population of the whole of the north-westernportion of Atholl,
bounded by the Garry and Tummel,remained intact under them, but the
possession ofthe Abthanerie of Dull by the crown, who acquired
itfrom the See of St Andrews, led, it is said, to theintroduction
of the foreign element into the earldom.Much of the land passed
gradually but permanentlyinto the old historic families of Menzies
andthe Stewarts, while the Celtic character of thewhole earldom
was, notwithstanding this, preserved.1

1 Skene.


	
14 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSThe following Kalendar will materially
aid the

reader :

—

Kalendar of the Earldom of Atholl

Suc-ceeded.

Died.

Earl Madach or Malcolm III5 IIS2Earl Malcolm, Second Earl II52 1
198Henry, Third Earl 1 198 I2II Born 1 1 38.Alan, Fourth Earl I2II
I220Thomas, Fifth Earl, and Countess Countess five

Isobel .... 1220 1234 years later.Patrick, son of Thomas, Sixth
Earl 1234 1242Sir David Hastings and the Countess

Fernelith .... 1242 I270John of Strathbogie and Countess Ada
I270 I300David of Strathbogie, Ninth Earl I300 I3OIJohn of
Strathbogie, Tenth Earl I30I I308David of Strathbogie, Eleventh
Earl . I308 1335David of Strathbogie, Twelfth Earl 1335
Confiscated.John Campbell of Lochow 1336 1 341 No issue.Sir William
Douglas of Liddesdale 1341 1357 No issue.Robert, High Steward of
Scotland 1357 1375Walter Stuart, son of Robert . 1375 1437
Confiscated,

twenty yearsdormant.

John Stewart of Lorn . 1457 1512John Stewart, Second Earl of
this line 1512 i5 J 3John Stewart, Third Earl ISI3 1542John
Stewart, Fourth Earl 1542 1579 Poisoned.John Stewart, Fifth Earl
1579 1595 No male issue.John Stewart, Lord Innermeath 1595
1603James Stewart, last Stewart Earl 1603 1625 Born 1585, no

issue, reverted

to crown.

John Moray, grandson of John, FifthStewart Earl 1629 1642

John Moray, Second Earl and FirstMarquis .... 1642 1703 Born
1631.

John Moray, Second Marquis and FirstDuke .... 1703 1724 Born
1660.

James Moray, Second Duke 1724 1764 Born 1690.John Moray, Third
Duke 1764 1774 Born 1729.John Moray, Fourth Duke 1774 1830 Born
1755.John Moray, Fifth Duke 1830 1846 Born 1778.George Augustus
Frederick John,

Sixth Duke 1846 1864 Born 1814.John James Hugh Henry
Stewart,

present Duke 1864


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 15The first Earl of Atholl who appears
on the record

is Earl Madach or Malcolm, son of Donald Bane andnephew of
Malcolm Canmore, who witnesses theFoundation Charter of the Canons
Regular at Sconeby Alexander I. in 11 15 as follows:— " I,
Madach,Courtier, Assent." He also witnesses a charter ofhis cousin
King David I. to the Church of Dunferm-line in 1 1 24- 1 127, also
two charters to the monks ofColdingham in 1 140, and another to the
monks ofMelrose in 1142. He married Marjory, daughterof Haco, Earl
of Orkney, and died before 1152,leaving issue :—Malcolm, who became
second Earlof Atholl ; and Harold, who became Earl of Orkneyin 1 1
39. Malcolm appears in a charter by David I.to the monks of Deer
before 1 153, and in 11 64 heappears as a witness to the famous
charter ofMalcolm IV. to the Abbey of Scone. He wastwice married
and a witness or grantor of variouscharters in the reign of William
the Lion, includingthe giving of the Church of Logierait to the
Abbeyof Scone. He died before the 24th August 1198,leaving issue by
x Kertilda his wife :—Henry, whosucceeded him, also Duncan and
Malcolm. Henry,who was born in 1198, was third Earl of Atholl,
anddied about 121 1. Earl Henry and his wife Margaretleft issue
:—three daughters, who became successivelyCountesses of Atholl—viz.
the eldest (name un-known) married Alan, an officer of the
King'sHousehold, who became fourth earl but left no issue

;

Isobel, and Fernelith. Isobel succeeded as Countessof Atholl in
her own right. She married Thomas,second son of Roland, Lord of
Galloway, and brotherof Alan (both Constables of Scotland), who
throughher was styled fifth Earl of Atholl. This earl had

1 In the " Lives of the Lindsays " this name is given as
Hestilda,daughter of Uchtred, son of Donald Bane, King of Scotland.
Her firsthusband was Richard Comyn of Badenoch.


	
16 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSestates in four English counties, and
received fromKing John extensive lands in Ireland. In 121 5 hewas
keeper of the castle of Antrim. He confirmedin 1220 a charter by
William Olifard to the monksof Cupar, and died in 1284. The
countess died fiveyears later. Patrick, sixth earl, son of Thomas
andthe Countess Isobel, succeeded his father in 1234, buthad a
brief career. He witnessed in 1237 an agree-ment between Henry III.
and Alexander II., whenAlexander surrendered his rights in
Northumberlandand the north of England in return for
considerablegrants and land.At a tournament held at Haddington in
1242

Walter Bisset, son of a powerful family in the north,was thrown
from his horse by Patrick, Earl of Atholl,described as an
accomplished youth of that period.This gave rise to a quarrel. A
day or two after thisthe young earl was found murdered in the
housewhere he lodged. For the purpose of concealing thecrime, the
house was set on fire by the assassin.Suspicion fell on Walter
Bisset and on his uncle,William Bisset, the head of the family. The
Bissetsdenied the charge, but sentence of excommunicationagainst
them was published in the various churchesof the realm. The king,
Alexander II., made effortsto protect Walter Bisset from the fury
of his enemies,and the queen offered to make oath that " Bisset
hadnever devised a crime so enormous," and was willingto be a
witness in his defence if the case went to trial.It was decided
that the estates of the Bissets shouldbe forfeited and that they
should swear upon theHoly Gospel that they would make a pilgrimage
toJerusalem and there for the remainder of their livespray for the
soul of the murdered earl. Bisset, how-ever, escaped to England.
Whether these Bissetswere of the same family as Thomas Bisset, Earl
ofFife in 1362, is not recorded, but this Walter Bisset


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 17was married to Ada, only daughter of
Roland, Lordof Galloway, the aunt of Earl Patrick, who inhis time
possessed considerable influence in theState.

Earl Patrick left no issue. The king then con-ferred the earldom
on Sir David Hastings, who hadmarried Fernelith, sister of Isobel,
who in right ofhis wife became seventh earl. In a treaty
betweenAlexander II. and Henry III. in 1244 the earl wasone of the
guarantors ; he enjoyed the earldom till1270, when he joined the
Crusaders in a pilgrimageto the Holy Land. It is recorded that he
died of theplague at Carthage on the 6th August of that year,and
was succeeded by his only daughter, Ada, asCountess of Atholl, who
married John of Strathbogie,of the house of Macduff, third son of
Duncan, sixthEarl of Fife. In right of his wife he became
eighthearl, and in 1284 was one of the Scottish nobles whoengaged
to receive and acknowledge Margaret,daughter of Eric, King of
Norway, grandchild ofAlexander III., as heir to the Scottish crown.
Thisearl was one of the judges chosen on the side ofRobert Bruce,
competitor for the crown, and wasconcerned in all the public
transactions of the time.His death took place in 1300, when he was
succeededby his son David, who became ninth earl. This earlresided
chiefly in England and married Isobel,daughter of Richard, natural
son of King John ofEngland, but he did not long survive his father.
Hewas succeeded by his only son, John, as tenth earl,who styled
himself John of Strathbogie. Earl Johnwas taken prisoner at the
battle of Dunbar in 1296and sent to the Tower of London, where he
wasconfined till 1 304, when he was liberated. Afterwardshe was
appointed Warden and Justiciar of Scotlandnorth of the Forth, and
held courts where writs formembers to be sent from Scotland to
Edward's parlia-


	
18 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSment passed through his hands. In 1306
he joinedBruce and fought at the battle of Methven, andshortly
after the siege of Kildrummy Castle hewas arrested and taken
prisoner, again sent tothe Tower of London, and his English
estatesforfeited. He had a curious interview with Malise,Earl of
Strathearn, when on one occasion Bruce andAtholl's men decoyed
Malise into the power ofBruce and forced him to do homage. It is
furtherrecorded that he was by Edward I. condemnedfor high treason
and executed in the flower of hisage, along with two of King
Robert's brothers, atWestminster, in 1308, and his head placed on
LondonBridge. There is a curious charter preserved of JohnEarl of
Atholl, dated 1301, as follows :

—

" Charter of John, Earl of Atholl, to Sir Alexanderde Meynes
(Menzies) for the lands of Weem

" I, John Earl of Atholl, etc. Give to Sir Alexanderde Meynes
son and heir of Sir Robert de Meynes(Menzies) for his homage and
service the whole of hislands of Weem and Aberfeldy in Atholl ;
namely twoand a half davachs of the lands of Weem, and a halfdavach
of the lands of Aberfeldy, with its pertinents,the Earl retaining
the patronage of the church atWeem. Sir Robert is to pay to the
Earl and his heirsyearly at Whitsunday one penny and one suit at
theEarls Court of Rait (Logierait) in Atholl. Wit-nesses

John de Inchmartin.John de Cambrun.Archibald de
Livingston.Robert de Cambrun de Balemely.Laurence de
Strathbogie.William Olifard.Henry de Inchmartin, knights, and
others."


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 19Another of the ancient Menzies
charters is the

following :

—

" Robert Bruce of Liddesdale to Sir RobertMenyers, Knight, for
his homage and service, thelands of Goulandie in the Abthanery of
Dull, withthe men of said lands, to be held by Sir Robert andheirs
male of his body for rendering service to ourlord the king so far
as pertained to so much land : andthree suits yearly in the court
of the Abthaneof Dull.Witnesses :

—

Thomas Rannulph, Earl of Moray.Lord of Annandale and man.Patrick
Dunbar, Earl of March.Walter, Steward of Scotland.James de
Douglas.John de Moray of Drumsargard.Andrew de Moray, Lord of
Bothwell.Archibald Douglas."

(Undated, but granted before 1326.)

John of Strathbogie, tenth earl, married a daughterof the Earl
of Mar and left issue :—David, who suc-ceeded him, and Isobel,
married to Edward, brother ofRobert Bruce. David, eleventh earl,
succeeded hisfather in 1308. He married Jean Comyn, daughter ofJohn
Comyn, Lord of Badenoch. Earl David was forsome years previously a
loyal subject of the King ofScots. For this he was seized by the
Englishgovernor in 1306 and sent prisoner to London. Hewas
afterwards released and returned to Scotland,and in 1311 was by
King Robert Bruce made HighConstable of Scotland. He had large
possessions inEngland, and in 1315, when the constableship
wasbestowed on Sir Gilbert Hay of Errol, Atholl hadrenounced his
allegiance to Bruce, joined Baliol, andwas made Governor of
Scotland under that feebleruler.


	
20 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSIn 1328 there was a treaty of peace
between

Scotland and England made at Northampton,providing that no one
could possess lands inScotland unless he resided there. Atholl
absolutelyrefused to return to his allegiance, was outlawed,and his
titles and Scottish estates forfeited to thecrown. He resented this
and was ever after anenemy of Scotland.

Earl David was at Roxburgh with Edward Baliolin 1332 and
witnessed a charter there; and heappears to have been present at
Baliol's parliamentin 1334; and in August of that year was at
Perth,when the discussion arose between the disinheritednobles and
the new king.

In the minority of David II. he accepted thecommand of a body of
English troops under Baliol.Anxious to distinguish himself in the
service of KingEdward, he began to slay or imprison the friends
ofBruce and to confiscate their estates with a rapacitywhich filled
the hearts of the people with aneager desire for revenge.The last
and crowning offence of Earl David was

the siege of Kildrummy Castle, where Bruce's sister,the wife of
Sir Andrew Moray, had taken refuge.Moray hearing of this
immediately arrived on thescene at the head of 1500 troops, and
encamped atthe forest of Kilblain, near Braemar. A fiercestruggle
ensued and eventually Atholl fell, sword inhand, covered with many
wounds.

This startling event, the death of Earl David, was agreat
surprise to the English king, who at the headof his troops
immediately set out for Scotland topunish those who had slain the
governor. Hereached Perth, where he made a short stay, and thenwent
north to Aberdeenshire in pursuit of Moray,wasting the country as
he went. Moray, however,was too cunning for him, and in place of
risking


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 21a battle he and his troops
disappeared in the forest.Atholl's second wife, a daughter of Henry
Beaumont,an officer under Edward, was shut up by Sir AndrewMoray in
the castle of Lochendorb in Morayshire,an ancient fortress situated
on the island in themiddle of the loch. This lady, beleaguered in
thiswild mountain fortress, implored her father and theEnglish king
to come to her rescue. The kinggallantly obeyed the request, and on
his approachMoray and his troops again retired into the woodsand
morasses. The lady was liberated, but asEdward was unable to pursue
Moray in the morasshe made his way back to England. The death
ofAtholl was followed by the election of Sir AndrewMoray as Regent
of Scotland by a meeting of theScots parliament at Dunfermline in
1335. Athollleft issue, David of Strathbogie, who was
nominallytwelfth earl, a child of three years of age. This
earlresided in England, was married in 1361, and diedin 1 369,
leaving two daughters.

In 1332 he granted a charter of the thanage ofCranach in Atholl
to Sir Robert Menzies for render-ing the earl and his heirs the
services of an archerin the army of the King of Scotland, and three
seatsannually at the earl's three head courts at Logie-rait. This
earl was interred at Ashford in Kent,and was the last of this
family who held the earldom ofAtholl. On the forfeiture of the
eleventh earl in 1335the earldom was by David II. bestowed on Sir
JohnCampbell, second son of Sir Niel Campbell ofLochow and Lady
Mary Bruce, sister of King RobertBruce. This earl appears in many
documents of thetime and took an active part in public affairs
duringhis short term of office. He married the widow ofMalise, Earl
of Strathearn, who was a daughter of SirJohn Menteith of Ruskie :
but at his death left noissue. The title and estates reverted to
the crown,


	
22 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSand were by David II. conferred on
William Douglas,Lord of Liddesdale, in 1341. Douglas married
Mar-garet, daughter of Sir John Graham of Abercorn, buthe also died
without issue, and the estates again re-verted to the crown.

THE STEWART LINEThe earldom then became vested in Robert the

High Steward of Scotland before he ascended thethrone, and he
granted a charter as Lord of Atholl,undated, to Eugenius, thane of
Glentilt, brother ofReginald, Lord of the Isles, for faithful
service, to beheld of him in fee and heritage for ever, for an
annualpayment of eleven marks. There was then a retourat Logierait
(an extract from Chancery of theservice of an heir to his ancestor)
in the court of theEarl of Atholl, when Andrew of Glentilt was
servedheir to his father, John, thane of Glentilt, in certainlands
and possessions.

In connection with the Abthanerie of Dull thefollowing
interesting charter appears on the record :

—

" Johan by the Grace of God, queen of Scotland,etc. Wit ye that
notwithstanding my Lord theking with the assent of his Three
Estates has grantedto us the lands of the Abthanerie of Dull, lying
withinthe sheriffdom of Perth in our dowry ; of the whichas ye know
we have taken neither Estate nor sasine.Of the which lands my Lord
has infeft Sir DavidMenzies of Weem in the lands of Trelemor,
Forgir,Glassy and Rawer in free barony. The which infeft-ment in as
far as it belongs, or may belong to, us weratify and approve, and
will that the said lands withtheir pertinents, of which Sir David
Menzies is infeft,be not comprehended in our said dowry ; nor
thatthe estate or sasine we shall take thereof put SirDavid or his
heirs to any hurt or prejudice in any


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 23manner in all time coming. In
witness of whichthing to these presents we have put our seal at
Perththe 20th of the month of April in the year of grace1435 and of
the reign of my Lord the 30th year."(This lady was the queen of
James I. of Scotland.)

In 1375 King Robert II. bestowed the earldom onWalter Stuart,
his second son by Euphemia Ross, hissecond wife, a boy of ten years
of age. This was thefirst Stuart to possess the earldom. This earl,
wholived to a great age, was destined to make an ingloriousname in
history. He got from his nephew, KingJames I., a grant of the
earldom of Strathearn in 1427,or fifty-two years after he got the
earldom of Atholl.Notwithstanding this generous treatment he
joinedwith Graham and other conspirators in the assas-sination of
James I. at Perth in 1437, and was after-wards arrested and
executed at Stirling, and hisestates forfeited to the crown. He was
seventy-twoyears of age. It was not till 1457, in the reign ofJames
II., that the earldom, which had been twentyyears dormant, was
conferred on John Stewart ofLorn, son of Sir James, Black Knight of
Lorn, andJohan, widow of James I., consequently uterinebrother to
the king. John of Lorn, first Earl of Athollunder this line, was
twice married. By his first wifehe left two daughters ; by his
second two sons andeight daughters. This earl is said to have been
aman of extraordinary energy and great capacity,either for peace or
war, and was in favour with JamesII. In a truce concluded between
James and theEnglish in 1457, and again in 1459, the earl was
oneofthe guarantors. In 1463 he was Ambassador Extra-ordinary to
the court of England.King Edward and the Earl of Ross, Lord of
the

Isles, in 1462 executed a remarkable treaty of atreasonable
nature, by which the earl bound himself
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aid him insubduing the Western Isles. Ross raised an
army,proclaimed himself King of the Hebrides, tookpossession of the
castle of Inverness, invaded theAtholl country, issued a
proclamation that no oneshould obey the officers ofJames III., and
commandedall taxes to be paid to him. He stormed BlairCastle and,
it is said, dragged the earl and countessfrom the chapel and
sanctuary of St Bridget to aprison in Isla (Islay). The earl and
countess wereshortly liberated, but we have no record of
subsequentmovements.

Earl John lived at a very critical period in Scottishas well as
English history. The Wars of the Rosesand the struggles for
supremacy between EdwardIV., son of Richard, Duke of York, and
Henry VI.,the weak monarch, were in full swing, and the Scot-tish
nobles were interested onlookers. After thetragic affair of Lauder
Bridge in 148 1 the Earls ofAtholl and Buchan commanded Edinburgh
Castle,where James III. was a prisoner. The Duke ofAlbany laid
siege to the castle, which shortly aftersurrendered. On the king's
release Atholl, Angusand others were prohibited from coming within
sixmiles of the court, while the Earl of Buchan andLord Crichton
were banished for three years. Athollwas the principal agent in a
treaty between JamesIII. and the rebels in 1488, delivering himself
as ahostage for the king's performance of his part whenhe was
imprisoned in Dunbar Castle. He was shortlyafter liberated, and the
same year fought under thestandard of James III. at Sauchieburn,
where hecommanded the first division of the Royalists.

There are recorded two charters by John of Lorn,Earl of Atholl,
of the thanage of Glentilt, to JohnStewart, his son, whose lands
were voluntarily resignedby Finlay, thane of Glentilt.
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Sauchieburn,

gradually became reconciled to the rule of James IV.,and lived
peaceably under that monarch. It isrecorded that he died in 15 12,
and was succeeded byhis son John as second earl. Earl John married
adaughter of Archibald Campbell, Earl of Argyll, bywhom he had one
son and five daughters. He fell,along with James IV., at Flodden,
in 15 13, in theflower of his age, and was succeeded by his son
Johnas third earl, who was only six years of age. Hesubsequently
married Grizel, daughter of Sir JohnRattray of Rattray, and is
recorded as having been aman of great hospitality, having vast
estates, whichappear from charters under the great seal of James
V.,but like his father before him he does not appear tohave taken
any conspicuous part in public affairs.

Pitscottie, in his " History of Scotland," gives agraphic
account of the visit ofJames V. and his motherto the Earl of Atholl
(1529), of their costly entertain-

ment, of the chalet or shooting lodge that waserected for them
in the wilderness : and the burningof it as soon as it was vacated
by the royal party,much to the astonishment of the Nuncio of
thePope, who was of the party and was not aware that itwas the
practice of the Highlanders to burn suchtemporary erections. He
left issue :—two sons andseven daughters, and died prematurely in
1542.This earl was succeeded by his son John as fourthearl, who was
a man of great ability, loyalty andintelligence: a Privy Councillor
in 1561 andChancellor of Scotland in 1577. He voted for QueenMary's
divorce from Bothwell in 1569. This is theearl who died at
Kincardine Castle, Auchterarder,in 1579, under suspicious
circumstances.On 5th July 1565, when Moray attempted to seize

Queen Mary at Perth, she called on Atholl andRuthven to help her
: Atholl immediately assembled
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was out ofdanger and had reached Callender House, the seat ofLord
Livingston. At the banquet on 29th Julyfollowing, on the occasion
of the marriage of Maryand Darnley, Atholl was the minister in
charge whomanaged the feast and directed all details, and, it
isgenerally admitted, discharged that responsible dutyvery
creditably. This earl, along with Morton,Argyll, and Kirkaldy of
Grange, organised a partyfor the protection of the infant king
against thedesigns of Bothwell. Atholl, who was a Catholic,was
highly displeased at the seizure of the queen byBothwell, and he
resolved to go over to the con-federates, which he did, and took
part with them atCarberry Hill in 1567. The queen, who was
baselybetrayed on that occasion, was led on horseback intoEdinburgh
riding between Atholl and Morton.Atholl cannot be congratulated for
this behaviour.The warrant for her commitment to Lochleven
wassigned by Atholl and others. Atholl was one of theCouncil of
Regency when Mary's abdication wasforced upon her by Lindsay of the
Byers shortlyafter Carberry Hill. When James VI. was crownedat
Stirling immediately afterwards Atholl bore thecrown, Morton the
sceptre, and Glencairn the sword,and was prominent in that
coronation ceremonywhich was a disgrace to all concerned.On 15th
August following Atholl accompanied

the Regent Moray on a visit to the queen atLochleven and was
admitted to her presence, but hedid nothing for her liberation. He
evidentlyrepented of this antagonism to the queen, for in thefamous
petition of 16th April 1570 by the Scottishnobles to Queen
Elizabeth for the restoration ofMary, Atholl was one of the
signatories.

In 1575 Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, who shot theRegent Moray and
escaped to France, proposed to
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approved by theHamilton faction but disapproved by the majorityof
the nobles. Atholl joined the majority, as also

did Argyll. The Regent Morton endeavoured tobring both parties
to respect the laws, but his conductgradually became tyrannical.
This movement endedin Atholl and Argyll rising in rebellion against
theregent. They were very powerful, and had greatpossessions, and
could command nearly the whole ofthe north of Scotland. Atholl
hated the regent forhis conduct to Lethington, who died in 1 573,
supposedto have been poisoned by him. Argyll had marriedthe widow
of the Regent Moray, a lady whopossessed Queen Mary's jewels, and
Argyll andMorton had quarrelled over them. Atholl andArgyll in the
circumstances were dissatisfied withMorton having the custody of
the young king andthey were determined to put an end to this.
In1577 there was unfortunately a series of quarrelsbetween Atholl
and Argyll. Both earls at the headof their retainers prepared for
extremities, when theregent interposed his authority and induced
themto disband their followers. This quarrel was after-wards made
up, and Atholl and Argyll joinedtogether to resist the overbearing
conduct of Morton.Atholl at this crisis received a flattering
letter fromElizabeth recommending peace, but Morton followedthis up
by declaring Atholl a rebel.On 4th March 1578 these nobles and
their re-

tinues were in Morton's absence admitted intoStirling Castle to
the presence of the young king,when they urged him to take the
government intohis own hands. In the midst of the discussion
aletter arrived from Morton to the king, denouncingthe conduct of
these earls, and declaring he wouldresign the regency if their
conduct was overlooked.This was too good an opportunity to be lost,
and
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Glamis theChancellor and Lord Herries arrived at Dalkeith,Morton's
residence, with a message from the kingrequiring his immediate
resignation. Morton obeyedand his resignation was the same day
proclaimed atthe Mercat Cross of Edinburgh. Immediately
after,Glamis the Chancellor and the Earl of Crawfordquarrelled,
when Glamis was killed in the scufflewhich took place in the
Canongate of Edinburgh.Atholl was thereupon appointed Chancellor of
Scot-land and one of a council of twelve to assist theking in his
administration. A meeting wouldappear to have taken place shortly
after this atCraigmillar between Atholl, Argyll and Morton,
toadjust differences, after which all three, mattershaving been
arranged, dined at Dalkeith Palace.Next morning, 9th May 1578,
Morton, unknown tohis guests, got up before daybreak and with a
smallescort rode off to Stirling, entered the castle andresumed his
ascendancy over the king. Mortonthen assembled a parliament at
Stirling, but Atholland Argyll, enraged at his conduct, did not
attend.They mustered their forces, determined to maintaintheir
opposition to Morton by force of arms, and on thenth August
following marched from Edinburgh toFalkirk. There some skirmishing
took place betweenthem and Morton's troops, led by the Earl of
Angus.By the intervention of Sir Robert Bowes, the
Englishambassador, hostilities were avoided, and Argyll,Lindsay and
Morton were afterwards added to theKing's Privy .Council. During
this turbulent periodAtholl, the Chancellor and the great leader of
theconfederacy against Morton, died suddenly at Kin-cardine Castle
on 25th April 1579, under circum-stances of great suspicion. He had
just returnedfrom a banquet at Stirling given by Morton in honourof
himself and Argyll, but this statement is not
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might be expected,a surprise to his friends and followers, and
theyordered a post-mortem examination of the body totake place ;
this was done in presence of the kingand the Privy Council at
Stirling on 16th June 1579,and the medical officers, it would
appear, disagreed intheir verdict, but by some of them " the poison
was soplainly detected that they declared there was not adoubt on
the subject." It has generally been sup-posed, and with some
reason, that the deed wasinstigated by Morton (to get rid of an
enemy), whoin the course of his life had caused the death ofmany
public men. The statement that the youngEarl of Mar, son of the
Regent Mar, and his mother,Annabella Murray of Tullibardine, were
accused ofthe crime cannot, we think, be maintained. By aneminent
authority 1 Atholl had been an invalid for ayear, and at Blair
Castle there is preserved a permitfor him to go abroad for a time.
Atholl was one ofthe leading men of the time, and the unsettled
con-dition of the kingdom would not permit of his goingaway in
quest of health. He was interred by theking's authority in St
Giles, Edinburgh, beside theRegent Moray. Atholl married, first,
Elizabeth,daughter of the Earl of Huntly, and second,
Margaret,daughter of Lord Fleming, by^.whom he had one sonand five
daughters. His son, John, succeeded him asfifth earl and, it would
appear, married Lady MaryRuthven, daughter of William, first Earl
of Gowrie.

In 1585 the Regent Arran imprisoned Athollbecause he refused to
divorce his wife, Lady MaryRuthven, and entail his estates on him.
Atholl wasafterwards appointed a member of the King's PrivyCouncil.
At the murder, by Huntly, of the " bonnie "

Earl of Moray, in 1592, Atholl and the nobles tooksteps to have
it avenged, and loudly demanded

1 Hist MSS. Com.
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chiefs, invadedHuntly's territory, wasting the country whereverthey
went. Atholl was at the end of 1200 foot and900 horse, and was
appointed Lieutenant-Generalbeyond the Spey in order to reduce
those unquietregions and prevent their again falling into the
handsof the rebels. The Catholic earls were attainted, andtheir
estates seized by the crown. These rebelliousproceedings were due
to the weakness of the ad-ministration, Catholic intrigues, and
general discon-tent regarding Huntly's assassination of
Moray.Atholl was a leader in that well-known incident of1593, the
second attempt by Bothwell to capturethe king. The Countess of
Atholl enabled Bothwelland Colville to enter Holyrood by a private
passage,the countess conducting them into an anteroomopening into
the king's bedchamber, and hid thembehind the hangings. Bothwell
then knocked rudelyat the king's chamber door, which was opened
byAtholl. James, hearing the noise, rushed out, in astate of
deshabille and, seeing Bothwell and Colvillestanding before him
with drawn swords, attemptedto escape, but finding the door locked,
cried : "Treason,treason." Atholl and others entered the room,
butJames, seeing himself confronted by his enemies,threw himself
into a chair, when an altercation ensued,and Bothwell and Colville
eventually retired. Both-well was tried for this act of high
treason but wasacquitted. At the battle of Doune shortly after
thisevent the king's troops defeated those of Atholl,Gowrie and
Montrose. Atholl made his escape, butthe others were taken
prisoners. Atholl (JohnStewart, fifth earl) died in 1594.He left no
sons, but the following daughters :—

Dorothea, married to William, second Earl of Tulli-bardine, and
had issue, Mary, married to JamesStewart, Lord Innermeath, who
afterwards acquired
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; Jean, married to HenryStuart, Lord St Colme ; Anne, married to
AndrewStewart, Master of Ochiltree.

I n 1 595 John, sixth Lord Innermeath, was byJames VI. created
sixth Earl of Atholl, having gota grant of the estates and dignity.
He married, first,Margaret Lindsay, sister of the Earl of Crawford,
bywhom he had a son and heir, James ; secondly, MaryRuthven, widow
of John, fifth earl, but no issue.This earl died in 1603, and was
succeeded by hisson, James, as seventh earl. Earl James, who lived
aquiet life, married Mary, daughter of the fifth earl,and died, in
1625, without issue. The earldom againreverted to the crown.

THE MORAY OR MURRAY LINEThe family of Murray of Tullibardine now
come

to the front as the fortunate successors to the earldom,

and it will be desirable to give an outline of theirgenealogy
connecting them with the Atholl succes-sion. Gilbert de Moravia
(Moray) was Archdeaconof Moray, and afterwards Bishop of Caithness.
Hisbrother John is claimed as the ancestor of theMurrays of
Tullibardine, and in 12 19 is named asSheriff of Perth. He was
succeeded by his son, SirMalcolm Murray ; and Sir Malcolm's son,
Sir William,became in 1284 first Laird of Tullibardine. Heacquired
those lands by his wife, Ada, daughter ofMalise, seneschal of
Strathearn.

Sir Malcolm Murray, or Moray, witnesses a chartergranted by
Malise, Earl of Strathearn, 1251-1263,and is probably the Sir
Malcolm who appears between1250 and 1260 as owner of lands in
Roxburgh. Hewas designated Sheriff of Perth in a charter, dated
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between 1270 and 1282, by Malise, Earl of Strathearn,to Sir
Malise of Logy. In the Registrum de Dun-fermlyn there is a charter
by a Sir Malcolm deMoravia, 20th July 1274, by which he gave to
theChurch of Dunfermlyn the lands of Beath Wester,which grant was
confirmed by Sir Alexander Morayat Culbin on the 1st August of the
same year. In1260 Sir Malcolm gave the lands of Llanbryde
inMorayshire to his son William. He died in 1284,having, it is
said, married the heir of Sir Geoffrey ofGask, with whom he got the
lands of Gask. He leftissue, John, son and heir of Sir William ;
this Williamleft a son, Andrew Murray of Tullibardine, who gavean
annuity out of that estate to the abbot and con-vent of Inchaffray.
He supported Edward Baliol

;

was taken prisoner on 7th October 1332 at Perth,and executed for
high treason. He left a son, SirWilliam Murray of Tullibardine, who
on the resigna-tion of Ada, his grandmother, wife of the late
WilliamMurray, had a charter of the lands of Tullibardine in1 333
from Malise, Earl of Strathearn. His successor,Sir John Murray of
Tullibardine, had a donation ofthe lands of Pitcairlie from Sir
Alexander Abernethy.He was succeeded by Walter Murray of
Tullibardine,who had confirmation of the lands from David II. ;
hisgrandson, Sir David Murray, succeeded in 1380, andhad a charter
from Euphemia, Countess Palatine ofStrathearn, of lands in the east
of Strathearn. Sir

David Murray of Tullibardine was in 1432 servedheir to his
grandmother of the lands of Aldie. Hisson, Sir William, succeeded
him in 1452, and wasappointed in 1473 steward of Strathearn and
keeperof Doune Castle, with power to hold courts andpunish
offenders ; he was also owner of Tullibardineand Gask. Sir William
Murray was served heir tohis father in 1461, and died in 1524 ; he
was in 1483appointed for life steward of Strathearn, Keeper of
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within the bounds ofthe earldom ; his son, Sir William, was served
heir tohis grandfather in 1525, and left issue. Sir Williamwas
Controller of Scotland, 1 560-1 562, and wasknighted in 1565. He
left issue, Sir John, who suc-ceeded him as first Earl of
Tullibardine, and others

;

Sir John was second heir of his father and succeeded in1583. He
was married in 1576 to Catherine, fourthdaughter of David, Lord
Drummond, and left issue,ten children; he died in 161 5. William,
secondearl, was born in 1574, and married, in 1599,
Cecilia,daughter of Sir John Wemyss, but left no issue

;

secondly to Dorothy, eldest daughter and heiress ofJohn Stewart,
Earl of Atholl, and niece of the Earlof Gowrie, by whom he left
issue, John, afterwardsEarl of Atholl ; and Mary, married to Sir
John Mon-crieff. John, Earl of Atholl, was son and heir ofWilliam,
second Earl of Tullibardine. He marriedJean, daughter of Sir Duncan
Campbell of Glenorchy,and died in 1642, leaving issue, John Murray,
secondEarl of Atholl, created in 1676 first marquis.

In 1629 John Murray, only son of William, secondEarl of
Tullibardine and Dorothea Stewart, eldestdaughter of John, fifth
Earl of Atholl, was by Charles I.created eighth Earl of Atholl. It
is recorded thatWilliam, second Earl of Tullibardine, when a
youngman, together with his cousin, Viscount Stormont,aided James
VI. at the Gowrie conspiracy. Forthis service Tullibardine was made
Lord Lieutenantand Sheriff of Perthshire, an office which had
herit-ably belonged to the Ruthvens since their appointmentto it in
1487. His brother, Patrick Murray, becameby letters patent third
Earl of Tullibardine in 1628.Patrick was succeeded by his eldest
son, James, asfourth earl. He died without issue, and the
estateswent to Atholl. John Murray, the eighth Earl ofAtholl and
first of the line of Murray, is described as
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probity

;

when civil war broke out he attached himself to hismajesty's
interest. He raised 2000 men for the king'sservice, and declared he
would oppose every measurewhich was contrary to the honour and
dignity of thecrown.

His Conservative opinions led him to join in thefamous bond by
Montrose, called the CumbernauldBond, dated August 1640. During the
troubles of1640 he was apprehended by order of Argyll at theford of
the Lyon, together with Sir William Stewartof Grandtully and twelve
of the Atholl men. Athollwas imprisoned for a short time in
Stirling Castle.On 2nd March 1641 he received a summons fromthe
committee of Estates to explain his reasons forsubscribing the
bond, was requested to proceed toEdinburgh for the purpose, and not
neglect thenotice, " lest the same might produce furtherjealousy,
while his appearance might clear him andremove any scruples which
others might entertainagainst him." What the end of this was is
notrecorded.

It was to his kinsman and brother-in-law, the Earlof
Tullibardine, that the following letter was written

—

an appeal for help against Cromwell, who had takenprisoners the
Earl of Leven and other noblemen.

" The Earl of Loudon to the Earl of Tullibardine,from Comrie,
30th August, 165 1.

"In name of the Estates you are to attend ameeting at the Kirk
of Killin on 5th September toresolve what is fit to be done for the
safety of theKingdom against those who had invaded it, and hadtaken
a number of noble lords and other members ofCommittee ; also for
the service of the King whowas hazarding his life in the same
cause, and for the
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liberties, estates andlives, from perpetual slavery and ruin."
1

Atholl joined Glencairn's insurrection in 1653 in

behalf of the king against Cromwell. For this hesuffered great
hardships. In a letter of GeneralMonck of 4th May 1654 a reward of
^200 each wasoffered for the heads of Atholl and other
noblemen,because they were rebels against Cromwell. In 1679Atholl,
with the Duke of Hamilton and others, wentto London to put his
grievance before the king,when they were refused an audience, but
ultimatelywere heard in presence of the Cabinet. In 1684 hewas
appointed Lieutenant of Argyllshire, with powerof intromission over
the forfeited Argyll estates. In

June 1685 Atholl, with other nobles, marched success-fully
against Argyll. It was on this occasion thatArgyll was caught as he
was wading across the riverCart at Inshinnan, and afterwards taken
to Edinburghand executed.The unsuccessful attempts of Argyll to
vindicate

the liberties of his country were followed by dis-graceful
cruelties against his defenceless retainers.

Upwards of twenty of the leading chiefs of his clanwere put to
death by Atholl, while many of humblerrank were hanged without
trial. Atholl laid wastethe whole district with fire and sword,
burnt thehouses, destroyed the nets and fishing boats, anddid other
damage. More than 300 persons of bothsexes were transported to the
colonies and sold forslaves. Many of them were deprived of their
earsand branded on the cheek with a hot iron. In 1689,shortly
before the battle of Killicrankie, Claverhouseand Mackay were
engaged in mustering their forces.Atholl was in great straits as to
the course he shouldfollow, as he had already deserted both
parties. His

1 Atholl Collection.


	
36 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSeldest son, John, Lord Murray, who was
married to adaughter of the Duke of Hamilton, had declared forKing
William. Lord Murray in July summoned hisfather's retainers to
arms, and 1200 obeyed thecall, but their fidelity could not be
relied on. Bothparties felt the importance of securing Blair
Castleon account of its commanding position. It waseventually
secured by Claverhouse.The photograph of John, first Marquis of
Atholl,

drawn by Macaulay we do not agree with. Thedeposition of James
VII. and the accession ofWilliam and Mary were astounding events in
thehistory of the time. The Highland people were inreality
Jacobites, strongly attached to the house ofStuart

;yet they could not condone the wholesale

massacres which took place in the reign of James,and which led
to his downfall.The people rose in rebellion against these mas-

sacres of Protestants and Covenanters, and this move-ment took
shape in 1687. Atholl was Lieutenant-General for James in Scotland.
He had possessedthe unqualified confidence of Charles I. and
Charles II.James continued him in office, but Atholl, after
twoyears' service under James, retired from public life tohis
residence at Blair Castle, where he resolved tospend the remainder
of his days. Not to offend theking, Atholl took this way of
expressing his disap-proval of the king's policy. He was indebted
to theStuarts for his distinguished position in the State,

and it was natural that he should desire to liveand die a
Jacobite. His sympathies were withWilliam and Mary, and during
these fierce and bitterstruggles for Jacobite supremacy in 1687 and
the twofollowing years Atholl could conscientiously take

no part, and he therefore went for a short time toBath. He has
been taken to task for this by variouswriters., e.g. Macaulay, who
says : " He was the falsest,
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of mankind. Inthe short space of six months he had been a
Jacobiteand a Williamite and both regarded him with con-tempt and
distrust. After vowing fidelity to bothparties and repeatedly
betraying both he began tothink that he should best provide for his
safety byabducting his functions of a peer and chieftain,absenting
himself from parliament and from BlairCastle, by quitting the
country. While all Scotlandwas waiting in anxiety to see in which
army hisretainers would be arrayed, he stole away to
England,settled himself at Bath and pretended to drink thewaters.
The general leaning of the Atholl men wastowards King James. They
were called to arms bytwo leaders, Lord John Murray, the Marquis's
son,declared for King William ; Stewart of Ballechin, theMarquis's
commissioner, declared for King James."Atholl had no need to steal
away to Bath. He wasout of office before these troubles came on,
and he wentto Bath with the full knowledge of his people. Hisson,
Lord John Murray, who became one of theablest men of that period,
was afterwards createdfirst Duke of Atholl. He was well qualified
to doduty in his father's absence and has left us a splen-did
record of his official administration. It is thepurest invention of
Macaulay to say that the firstmarquis was either false or fickle.
We have no proofwhatever to warrant the statement which by
posteritywill undoubtedly be disregarded.

Atholl was a Member of the Privy Council, Captainof the Guards
in 1676, and Master of the Household ;got a charter under the Great
Seal making him heredi-tary Sheriff of Fife ; was Lord Privy Seal
in 1672 andLord Justice General of Scotland. By letters patentin
1676 he was for his eminent services to Charles I.and Charles II.
created first Marquis of Atholl.He married Lady Amelia Stanley,
daughter of the
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daughter andsix sons. In 1687 he retired from public life,
asalready stated, to his seat at Blair Castle, and diedin 1703. His
son, John Lord Murray, born in 1659,succeeded as second marquis and
became one ofScotland's most distinguished sons.

In the Atholl collection of MSS. have been found,says the report
of the Historical MSS. Commission,two letters which have a direct
bearing on the deathof Claverhouse at Killicrankie. The first is
fromLord James Murray of Dowally to his brother, LordJohn
afterwards Duke of Atholl, dated Tullymet,28th July 1689 :—That for
all the care taken tokeep the Atholl men from joining, they were
soengaged in blood and plunder that they wereready to join, and the
writer had written to Dun-dee about his father's papers when he
heard ofDundee being killed. This will lose them thevictory and he
will use it as an argument to theAtholl men.Lord James Murray, the
writer, took part in the

rising along with Dundee. The report adds : " LordJames had the
best means of information being incommunication with both parties
and his testimonyon the day following the evening of the battle,
ofDundee being killed disproves the story of his havingbeen carried
alive three miles to Blair Castle, andthere writing a letter to
King James boasting of hisvictory and treating his wounds as not
mortal." Theother letter is from Thomas Stewart of Stenton,
datedTullymet, 29th July, two days after the battle. Inthis letter
the writer says : " My Lord Dundee wasshot dead on the head of his
horse." These letterscorroborate previous evidence that Dundee
waskilled on the battlefield.There is in the Atholl collection a
letter, not

signed, addressed to Lord Murray

:
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Three in the

morning Dundee with about 80 or 90 horse enteredthe town and
surprised the Laird of Blair and allhis officers, and hath carried
them with him prisonersand taken all their horses and arms. Among
therest of the prisoners I was one myself and my armstaken from me
but I received them again. Thereare parties just now searching for
ammunition andhe is refreshing his horses on the Inch and it
isthought will call at Scone."

In a letter of Sir Patrick Murray of Ochtertyre toLord Murray,
3rd September 1689, describing thesituation, it is pointed out that
Mackay came toPerth, where Argyll, with all the rest of his
forces,were gathered, consisting of 5000 or 6000 foot andhorse. The
soldiers did great abuse there and inthe neighbourhood, pillaging
houses, seizing cattle,and carrying in vast quantities of shorn
corn. Not-withstanding there was abundance of forage andprovision
laid in to their commissary and offeredthem for pay. On receiving
Blair Castle fromthose who had been left in charge, General
Mackayissued orders for all the vassals and tenants to appearbefore
him, deliver up their arms, and swear allegi-ance, which was
done.There is also a letter in the Atholl collection in

the handwriting of John, Lord Murray, afterwardsfirst Duke of
Atholl, dated 29th May 1693, Edinburgh

:

" There is a Commission under the great Sealfrom the King to the
person in the note en-closed, empowering us to examine anything
thatconcerns the murder of Glencoe men, and to call forany we judge
can give information and examinethem on oath. We have examined the
Major-
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thought couldmake discoveries here. I have sent to acquaint
theLaird of Glencoe and any of his people who canbest give
information of matters of fact and who Ihope will get satisfaction
for their goods. Breadal-bane gives out that he is sure nothing
will be madeout against him because the orders and letters inthat
affair came from a friend of his, the Master ofStair. But it
concerns the whole nation to havethat barbarous action fully and
clearly made out andlaid on the true author and contriver of it
whoever hebe ; innocent blood is a crying sin which all havereason
to endeavour to bring the authors of to light.I know none who has
been more sensible of thisthan my father, and I doubt not but he
will assist tobring it above board. I know Barcaldine knows allthe
intrigues of the affair and of the capitulationBreadalbane made
with the Highlanders. It is tobe hoped he will not be ingenuous
where his masteris concerned. Keppach understands the businessand
the private transactions Breadalbane had withthe Clans, which is
desired by the Government hereto be discovered truly and will cause
the Glencoeaffair to be best understood. I have sent a permitto
Keppach that he may be in no hazzard. . . . Weare sworn not to
divulge the particulars of theGlencoe business until the
examination be ended.When it is, your Grace shall see that it has
been amore horrid business than was imagined."

The lawless condition of the time is indicated inthe following
letter :

—

" Patrick Murray of Dollerie to the Earl ofTullibardine, 27th
October 1697.

"The Earl of Seaforth hath committed greatcrimes and riots
whereof I believe your Lordship
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sent Carrya Priest who had disobeyed him, to an island andkept him
there all alone, without fire or clothes,these seven years past,
only he sent him some mealto keep him in life. This being
represented to theCouncil they ordered Seaforth to be cited that
hemight produce the man and he, getting notice thathe was to be
cited, it is said that the man is nowmurdered. If Seaforth takes
such a desperate courseas the Beauforts have done they may make
aconsiderable tumult in the North. Beaufort in oneof his letters to
Colonel Hill says he can have 1500men at his command. He tells me
besides thatFraser of Beaufort erected two gibbets, the one tohang
the Lords on, and the other for hanginggentlemen." 1

The Marquis of Atholl was appointed Secretaryof State for
Scotland by William III. in 1695; in1696, in his father's lifetime,
he was created Earl ofTullibardine and High Commissioner to
theScottish Parliament. The same year he conductedthe
correspondence with the Town Council of Perthrespecting the removal
of St Andrews University.In 1702 he was appointed a Member of
QueenAnne's Privy Council and Lord Privy Seal ; and in1703 Queen
Anne, in recognition of his services tothe State, created him first
Duke of Atholl.On 20th May 1704 the first duke received the

following letter from Rob Roy :

—

- My Lord in your Grace's absence Fonab pressedtwo of your men
and sent them to Edinburgh forrecruits. Your Grace was pleased to
protect thesetwo men formerly ; therefore I humbly beg that youmay
be pleased to cause to be liberated this poor

1 Atholl Collection.
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childrenbehind him. If not, Fonab may hereafter dispose ofyour
Grace's men as if they were his own. Beggingpardon for this I am
etc. Ro. Campbell."

Lord George Murray writes to his father, the firstduke
(1709):

" I received your Grace's letter and am verywilling to be as
good a soldier as lies in my powerbecause it is your Grace's will
which I am bound toobey and also think it my great happiness to
do.My class has got a new book named Horace whichyour Grace will be
pleased to send down if in theLibrary otherwise it must be bought
in Edinburgh.Cornet Murray brought my sword from Edinburghbut I
want a sword belt which are sold in this town ifyour Grace will
allow it to be bought. The moneyI received from your Grace is
almost done. I shallsend an account in next letter and how it was
spent.The copy of your Grace's letter shall be sent pernext, and
you will be pleased to excuse me for notsending it now because I
will lose my lesson."

Then we have the following characteristic letter :

" Rob Roy to the Duke of Atholl.

"Portnellan 27 January 1713. — I am hopefulyour Grace has heard
how the Duke of Montrose isoffering to ruin me upon the account of
cautionriethat I engaged to his Grace. I have offered him thewhole
principal sum with a year's rent which hepositively refuses. The
reason is he sent me aprotection and in the meantime when I had
theprotection he thought fit to procure an order fromthe Queen's
advocate to Fonab to secure me and hada party of men to put this
order in excution against
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nobleman totreat any man after this manner. Fonab is stillpromising
to put this order in execution but if I canhis Grace and he will
not do it. God knows there isvast difference between Dukes. Blessed
be Godfor it that it's not the Atholl men that are after me
:although it were, if your Grace would send to me theleast footboy,
I would come without any protection.Your Grace was always
charitable and kind to mebeyond my deservings. If you would speak
to theadvocate to countermand his order since it iscontrary to law,
it would ease me very much of mytroubles. I am etc. Rob Roy."

The freebooter was seized and imprisoned by theDuke of Atholl in
1717, but shortly after escaped bythe connivance of his captors,
the Atholl men, whilethe military were on the way to receive his
person.During the lively debates in 1706 which preceded

the Union, Atholl, like many other Scotsmen,warmly opposed that
measure. His Grace was oneof the sixteen representative peers in
the third andfourth parliaments of the new kingdom of GreatBritain.
His Grace was unquestionably the most dis-tinguished man of his
time, and while there were manyconspicuously able men in the
British parliament thefirst Duke of Atholl will maintain his place
at thehead of that eminent list of British statesmen whodid honour
to the reign of Queen Anne and George I.He married Catherine,
eldest daughter of the Dukeof Hamilton, by whom he had six sons and
onedaughter. His eldest son fell at the battle ofMons in 1709; his
second son, William Murray,Marquis of Tullibardine, for joining the
rebellion of171 5, was attainted for high treason, and died in
1747,in the Tower of London. He left no issue.The troubles of the
time it would be difficult to
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Sherififmuir wasin the foreground, and a few weeks after the battle
theEarl of Nottingham considered it his duty to sendthe following
letter :

—

"To the Duke of Atholl ; London 13th September1715."

(Acknowledging on behalf of the King the re-peated assurances
the Duke had given of his fidelitythe earl proceeds

:)

" The King is so far from imputing to yourGrace the criminal
indiscretion of your son theMarquis of Tullibardine that he would
gladly showhis mercy toward him if he would yet render him-self a
proper object of it by his returning fromthose who are no less
enemies of their country thanof his Majesty. Your Grace seems to
have hopes ofprevailing with him to return to his duty if he
couldbe secure from a prison, and his Majesty gives meleave to
assure you of it provided that he immediatelyquits the party in
which he is engaged and comes toLondon, which would be the best
evidence he cangive of his future fidelity, and the best and
mosteffectual means of obtaining his pardon. If heneglects this
opportunity I am confident His Majestyand everybody else will have
reason to concludethat Lord Tullibardine's submission would be
ofnecessity rather than of choice ; and consequentlyhe will lose
the grace of the action which mightrecommend him to His Majesty's
favour."

The Duke of Atholl was a Royalist, but his son,Lord
Tullibardine, went with Mar, who championedthe Pretender. In very
urgent terms the duke wrotethe Earl of Sutherland :


	
ANCIENT EARLDOM OF ATHOLL 45" Blaircastle, 9th October 171
5.—The Earl of Mar

is still at Perth and Master of all the country hereabout,
benorth the Forth, except this house and mycountry about it, and he
and Lord Tullibardine havegot a great many of my men to join them
which itwas impossible to prevent since there is not onewell
affected to be King on this side of the Forthwho could give me any
assistance. It will be of thegreatest service to his Majesty and
the Protestantinterests, that you come with what men you canraise
to Perthshire, and I shall join you with whatmen I can raise in
Atholl. If your Lordship bringbetween two and three thousand men,
with whatyou can have of the Laird of Grant's, we will soonrecover
the North side of the Forth and disperse therebels. All depends
upon the quickness of yourmarch and I shall continue in this place
till I hearfrom you. Atholl."

The Duke of Atholl writes, under date 15thNovember 1715, after
the battle:

" Blair Castle.—Mar has been defeated on Sheriff-muir. I have as
yet no particular account of thisaction but by some deserters who
came to thisdistrict last night who say that Mar's horse fled atthe
beginning of the action and that their left wingwas entirely
routed. There were about 300 Athollmen with Seaforth's,
Strathmore's, and StruanRobertson's. The Earl Marischal and Lord
Drum-mond were killed and Lord Tullibardine made hisescape to Perth
with a few horse. I propose tomarch on Perth and recover that Town
from therebels. I beg as soon as this comes to your handthat you
will march with what number of Grant'smen you think proper towards
this place to join mein dispersing any of the rebels who may
gather
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the country Ishall have a letter for you what place to come to."(It
does not appear who this letter was sent to.)

The Duke of Atholl to his son, Lord James Murray,afterwards
second duke.

" Huntingtower, 23 June 1716.— I received yourletter of the 16th
in which you acquaint me youwere informed I was to have ^1000
instead of £2000which I sent up in an account of expenses
andparticular losses for my adherence to the Govern-ment. This is
treating my account like a tailor orapothecary's bill which I did
not expect after theservices I have done the Crown. It is very
wellknown that if I had not kept possession of BlairCastle the Earl
of Mar had crossed the Forth withhis army at the same time when
that part of themdid who advanced to Preston. If the whole
rebelshad gone into England at that time it may easily bejudged
what the consequences would have been.You will let Lord Ross, the
Justice Clerk, andGeneral Cadogan know that I expect at least
^1000for plundering my house of Tullibardine andparticularly my
Library, by his Majesty's forces. Ican hardly believe what is
contained in the EdinburghCourant that Simon Fraser who is there
called LordLovat to which he has no manner of right, has gotan
independent company. I have heard that theDuke of Argyll has
countenanced that person whichI hope is not true. General Ross is
the fittestperson to enquire at Argyll about this and to let
himknow that I don't believe it. His Grace cannot butvery well know
the villainous plot Fraser wasconnected with to raise a rebellion
in the Highlands,

take the life of the Duke of Hamilton, my life andfortune and
several others. I hope you will have as
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possible forthere cannot be a worse woman. I impute the ruinof my
three sons to her artifices. Give my servicesto my brother Nairne
and tell him I received hisletter."

On 4th June 1717 the duke informed General Car-penter that "
yesterday Robert Campbell commonlycalled Rob Roy surrendered
himself to me who Isent prisoner to Logierait where he is kept
incustody. He says he has not lain three nightstogether in a house
these twelve months. I havewritten the Court that he is now my
prisoner ; severalwho have been concerned in the late rebellion
andother disaffected persons in this country have grownvery
insolent of late ; whether it is in expectation ofa general
indemnity or encouragement from abroad,I know not, although there
is ground by this behaviourand information. I have heard that they
are stillexpecting a descent."The duke's third son, Lord James
Murray, suc-

ceeded to the dukedom on the death of his father in1724. The
Lord James was Member of Parliamentfor the County of Perth. In 1733
Atholl was chosenone of the representative peers of Scotland, and
wasappointed Lord Privy Seal and one of the King'sPrivy Council. In
1735 he inherited the lordshipof the Isle of Man, being heir of
line to John, firstmarquis, whose wife was of the Derby
family,proprietors of Man. The Derby family acquired itin 1406 from
Henry IV. This duke was a man ofconspicuous honour and integrity,
while throughouthis life he manifested great hospitality and
benevo-lence. It is recorded that in 1745, when the High-landers
reached Blair, the duke having fled, LordTullibardine, his brother,
took possession of the castle,

of which, but for his attachment to the Pretender, he
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owner.Here he gave a magnificent banquet to CharlesEdward, who
remained two days enjoying this hos-pitality. In 1762 he was
appointed Keeper of theGreat Seal of Scotland, and Lord Justice
Generalon the resignation of Lord Queensberry. He wastwice married,
and left one daughter. On hisdeath in 1764 the succession fell to
his nephew, JohnMurray, eldest son ofLord George, the duke's
brother,who was born in 1729, and he became third duke.He married
Charlotte, Baroness Strange, thedaughter of the second duke, and
left issue, four sonsand two daughters.John Murray, fourth Duke of
Atholl, was born in

1755, and married, in 1774, Jane, eldest daughter ofGeorge,
ninth Lord Cathcart. This duke, it is re-corded, sold his interests
in the Isle of Man for,£400,000 to the British Government. He
married,secondly, in 1794, the eldest daughter of James,sixteenth
Lord Forbes and widow of John, LordMacleod. The duke was created a
peer of GreatBritain in the dignities of Baron Murray of Stanleyand
Earl Strange (Gloucestershire) in 1786. Heinherited the barony of
Strange from his mother in1805. The duke was a Fellow of the Royal
Society,and his death took place in 1830, when he wassucceeded by
his son, Lord John Murray, as fifthduke, who was born in 1778. This
duke lived to theage of sixty-eight years, and died in 1846,
unmarried.He took no part in public affairs, and was succeededby
his nephew, George Augustus Frederick, as sixthduke, who was born
in 18 14, and married Anne, onlydaughter of Henry Home Drummond of
BlairDrummond. His Grace was one ofthe most popularand agreeable
noblemen in Scotland, and greatlybeloved by clansmen and tenants on
his exten-sive estates. Between 1850 and i860 he gave
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cheesemakingaccording to the Cheddar system. During thatperiod he
went regularly to the exhibitions of theAyrshire Agricultural
Association and acquired athorough practical and technical
knowledge of theCheddar system. The duke, who was an early riserand
a man ofgreat energy, got up early in the morningand witnessed the
whole process, from the milking ofthe cows to the production ofthe
cheese. He presidedregularly during that period at the annual
meetingsand banquets of the Association at Ayr, and becamean
immense favourite among the farmers of thatcounty. When the Empress
Eugenie at that periodpaid her first visit to Scotland the duke
escorted herduring the visit, and was most attentive, kind
andhospitable to the distinguished lady. The duke'sdeath in 1864,
at the early age of fifty, was deeplymourned, all over the
Highlands and elsewhere, andhis memory was long cherished. He was
succeededin 1864 by his son, the present duke.

This remarkable earldom presents to the studentof history a
wonderful record. From the beginning ofthe twelfth century onwards
the narrative is full ofstartling events, and forms an interesting
chapterof Scottish history. The Earls of Atholl, with
fewexceptions, were all prominent men in their time, andtook an
active part in the administration of the State.The first, or Celtic
earls, we know very little about ; nordo we know much about their
immediate successors,who got the earldom through their wives. After
thedeath of the seventh earl, Sir David Hastings, whodied of the
plague at Carthage, the recorded narrativebecomes fuller and more
intelligible. The Strath-bogie family succeeded him : the heir
having marriedthe only daughter of Sir David Hastings. Underthis
line there were five earls, all more or less distin-guished, but
David, the last earl, was evidently a


	
50 THREE CELTIC EARLDOMSstrong-minded, violent man, who joined
Baliol andthe English king and, in a foolish attack on
KildrummyCastle, the property of Sir Andrew Moray,
afterwardsregent, he was slain by the Royalist troops com-manded by
Moray, and his estates confiscated to thecrown. This closed the
Strathbogie succession, andthe earldom was thereafter conferred on
John Camp-bell, and afterwards on Sir William Douglas, but bothof
these earls died without issue, and the earldom againreverted to
the crown. It was then conferred on thestrongest man under King
David II., and that wasRobert, the High Steward of Scotland, who,
after hissuccession to the crown, gave it to his son, Walter

—

the earl who many years afterwards led the conspiracyagainst
James I.The character of Walter is very imperfectly re-

corded, and no adequate reason is given for his brutalconduct to
the king. In addition to this earldom,with its princely revenues,
he in the course of hislife received from James I. the earldom of
Strath-earn ; and he should have been the very last man inthe realm
to conspire against his sovereign. For thisconduct he was executed,
as a just punishment forhis crime. The condition of Scotland at
that period,after the assassination of the king, was
practicallyanarchy, a time of unqualified lawlessness, whenevery
man was a law unto himself. The young king,James II., was a child,
and during his reign many ofthe most startling events in Scottish
history occurred.Lords Crichton and Livingstone assumed
administra-tive power, and the Douglases carried on open
warfareagainst them. The earldom of Atholl had fallen tothe crown,
and for the long period of twenty yearsremained dormant. The young
king in 1457 be-stowed it on his uterine brother, John Stewart
ofLorn. The Stewarts of Lorn were a powerful familyat that period,
and five successive earls of the house
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occupied the earl-dom. The most distinguished of these was John,the
fourth earl, who took an active part in publicaffairs in the reign
of Queen Mary. The recordshows many heroic deeds done by this earl,
the mostnotable being the expulsion of Morton from theregency, an
ingenious and very proper act broughtabout mainly by the ingenuity
of Atholl. Whetherthe death of this earl, by poisoning, which
tookplace in Kincardine Castle, was due to this very boldproceeding
is not recorded. His antagonism toQueen Mary at Carberry Hill, and
his taking partwith the confederate lords against her cannot be
de-fended, but he lived to repent of this unfortunateepisode in his
life. He was, a year before his death,appointed Lord Chancellor of
Scotland. His son, thefifth Stewart earl, died without issue, and
the Stewartsof Innermeath succeeded to the earldom. But thesecond
Stewart under this line also died withoutmale issue, and again the
earldom reverted to thecrown. It lay dormant for three years, at
which timeSir John Murray of Tullibardine, grandson of JohnStewart,
fifth Stewart earl, succeeded to the revenuesand dignities.The
Murrays have been the most eminent of all

the occupants of the earldom. The son of Sir Johnbecame first
marquis, and the son of the firstmarquis became first duke,
receiving these honoursin return for the great political services
rendered bythem to the State.


	
THE ANCIENT EARLDOM OFSTRATHEARN

IT would be impossible, from the material at ourdisposal, to
make up a satisfactory record of

this earldom, which is so much shrouded in antiquity.Strathearn,
Menteith and Atholl formed in earlytimes the western half of the
little independentkingdom of Scotia which was a possession of
theSouthern Picts. This earldom, it is said, was createdby Malcolm
Canmore, King of Scots ; and the firstearl was Mallus, or Malise,
who flourished early in thetwelfth century. The earls were all men
who wereprominent in the history of their time—may be saidto have
been the first nobles of the period in whichthey lived—and during
their term of office con-tributed much to the development and
generalprogress of civilisation at that early period of

Scottish history. It was an earldom that in its laterdays was
prized by the reigning family, being onceheld by Robert the High
Steward, afterwards RobertII., and the first Stuart king. After him
it was heldby two of his sons. David, the king's son, was
afortunate man, for his father in giving him theearldom made it by
royal warrant a county pala-tine, thus conferring on the earl all
the power andjurisdiction of a sovereign over the lands
comprisingthe earldom.

If the word palatine be used to denote a quasisovereign fief of
which the lord is autocrat in respectof all internal jurisdiction
it would be difficult to

53
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Strathearn.Afterwards, when the word was adopted, we findStrathearn
forfeited or resigned and the new granteewho received the earldom "
to hold as Malise held "

at once styled Earl Palatine.1

Of the original or Celtic line Gilbert, the third earl,was
probably the most distinguished. He and hiscountess were the
founders of the ancient Abbey ofInchaffray, whose interesting
original library stillremains, a relic of antiquity, accessible at
all times

to the public. The foundation charter of Inchaffrayhas recently
been discovered, and is a remarkabledocument, considering its great
age. Earl Gilbertwas a man possessing great influence under
hissovereign, William the Lion. Malise was a favouritename of the
Earls of Strathearn, probably becausethe earliest known earl bore
that name.King James I. bestowed the earldom of Strathearn

on his uncle, Walter Stuart, Earl of Atholl, sonof Robert II.
The whole race of the Grahams,who were at that time numerous and
formidable,rose in arms against this arrogant and indefen-sible
proceeding, and gave the king no peace untilin 1436 they effected
his assassination. It is acurious fact, and one not to be lost
sight of, thatWalter Stuart, the new earl, who had received
suchwealth from the king and such unlimited possessions,was one of
the most active conspirators against hisroyal master. He turned out
to be a man of greatduplicity of character, in illustration of
which it willbe found that on the night of the assassination hewas
actually a guest at the royal table and partookof the king's
hospitality ; and when supper was over,and the evening's enjoyment
finished, he was re-sponsible for opening the gates and giving the
con-spirators access to the premises. It would be difficult

1 Scot. Hist. Socy.
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a more deliberate actof duplicity. He paid the penalty, however.
Withina month of the commission of the crime he was" hanged, drawn
and quartered " on the Castlehill ofStirling. The earldom then
reverted to the crown,and the title from that period became
extinct.

Before this famous earldom became extinct agreat calamity befell
the last but one of the earls.On the return of James I. from
captivity thatmonarch, judging from his own cruel experience
ofbeing detained so many years a prisoner in England,had formed the
idea that the Scottish nobility hadgrown so powerful and
independent that they coulddo without a king, seeing they had taken
no steps forhis liberation.

At Drummond Castle there are charters whichestablish beyond
doubt that Maurice, ancestor of theDrummonds of Concraig, was made
Coroner andForester of Strathearn by the High Steward ofScotland
and thereafter hereditary Steward. Thesecharters show that,
notwithstanding counter claimsby the Murrays of Tullibardine, the
Drummonds ofConcraig and their assignees, the elder Drummondsof
Cargill, always retained the office which has beenhereditary in the
Drummond family since thefourteenth century. 1

As already stated, the first known Earl of Strath-earn was
Malise, or Mallus, who was mormaer ofthe lands comprising the
earldom. This Malise,along with other earls, in 1 1 1 5 signed the
foundationcharter of Scone as a witness, and he witnessed
thecharter of King David I. to Dunfermline in 1128.The following
Kalendar of the Earls of Strathearnwill enable the reader to form
some estimate of thisonce noble and princely possession, which
affordedits respective occupiers power, wealth, and
royaljurisdiction :

—

1 Scot. Hist. Socy.
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Suc-ceeded.

Died.

Mallus or Malise, First Earl of Strath-

1«5 1 138Ferteth or Ferquhard, Second Earl, his

113S II71Gilbert, Third Earl, son of Ferteth 1171 I220Robert,
Fourth Earl .... 1220 I24OMalise, Fifth Earl, grandson of Gilbert
1240 1265Malise, Sixth Earl .... 1271 1312 Born 1240.Malise,
Seventh Earl.... 1312 1333 Born 1260.Malise, Eighth and last Celtic
Earl of

1333Sir Maurice Moray, Ninth Earl,nephew of Malise .... 1344
1346 Earldom dor-

mant elevenyears.

Robert, High Steward, Tenth Earl 1357 I370David Stuart, Eleventh
Earl 1370 1390Euphemia, Countess Palatine of Strath-

1390 I406Sir Patrick Graham, Twelfth Earl 1406 1413Malise, son
of Sir Patrick Graham,

Thirteenth Earl .... 1413 I428 Confiscated

;

Earl diedWalter Stuart, brother of David, Four- 1492.

1427 1437 Confiscated.

In 1 138 Malise, the first earl, fought and signalisedhimself at
the battle of the Standard, where in allprobability he was slain,
as we find in 1149 thatFerquhard, his son, was that year
administering theearldom as second earl. In 1160 Ferquhard, withsix
other Celtic earls, rebelled against Malcolm IV.and besieged him in
the Castle of Perth, becausehe accompanied King Henry II. to
Toulouse. Theseprobably were : Strathearn, Mar, Fife, Atholl,
March,Lennox, and Angus. Ferquhard, or Ferteth, secondearl, had
issue as follows :—(1) Gilbert, his heir, after-
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Malise, who took aconspicuous place in the settlement of the
canonsand was a witness to royal charters as a tenant-in-chief of
the crown, and held various estates, some ofwhich descended or
passed to the Grahams andMurrays. This Malise in 1308 granted the
lands ofRathengothen to the Abbey of Lindores for thesouls of
himself, Ada his wife, daughter of EarlDavid, and others. The Lady
Ada granted a caru-cate of land to the Abbey of Lindores that
shemight be interred there. 1 Malise left no issueso far as can be
discovered. (3) Christian, whobecame wife of Walter Olifard on the
authorityof a charter quoted by Lord Strathallan. In 1171,on the
death of Ferquhard, we find Gilbert, Earl ofStrathearn, son of
Ferquhard, administering theearldom as third earl. He and his wife,
Matilda,daughter of William D'Aubigny, Earl of Albermarle,founded
the monastery of Inchaffray in 1198. EarlGilbert, who had one
brother, named Malise, died in1223, and had issue, eight sons and
three daughtersHis sister married Sir Walter Oliphant, ancestor
ofLord Oliphant, and in 1200 got with her the landsof Strageath in
Strathearn. His second daughter, itis said, was married to Sir
William Hamilton, ancestorof the Duke of Hamilton. Robert, the
fourth earl,son of Gilbert, succeeded in 1220, and was one ofthe
witnesses of the treaty between Alexander II.and Henry III. at
York, where that important con-ference took place in 1227. He was
one of the mostprominent men in the reign of Alexander and was
in1237 a guarantor for peace between these two kings.Earl Robert
was in 1240 succeeded by Malise, hisson and heir. He also was one
of the guarantorsof a treaty between Scotland and England which
wasnegotiated in 1244. He was also one of the guar-

1 Chartulary of Lindores.
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minority. WhenAlexander III. changed his ministry Malise, Earl
ofStrathearn, by the advice and consent of the nobility,was in 1225
chosen one of the Privy Council.

In 1266 the Earl of Gloucester set out for Scotlandand along
with the Earls of Strathearn, Dunbar andCarrick surprised Edinburgh
Castle and relieved theroyal couple, Alexander III. and his queen,
childrenof fourteen years, from the pretended captivity inwhich
they were held. The young queen was thedaughter of Henry III. of
England, and jealousyarose in the minds of the Scottish nobles as
to themenacing attitude of Henry and English predomin-ance in
Scotland. Malise is recorded as having beena man of great ability
and concerned in most of thepublic transactions of the time. He
married thewidow of the King of Man and had by her one son,Malise,
his heir. Malise, the sixth earl, who was bornin 1240, succeeded to
the earldom in 1265, on the deathof his father, and was one of the
guarantors for thealliance with Norway in 1281, and approved of
themarriage of the Princess Margaret, daughter ofAlexander III.,
with Eric, King of Norway. In 1284he entered into a solemn
engagement to maintainand defend the Princess Margaret's right to
thecrown of Scotland if Alexander died without maleissue. As a
proof of his ability he was one of thearbiters chosen on the part
of Robert Bruce in hiscompetition for the crown with John Baliol.
Hemarried Mary, daughter of John Comyn ofBadenoch,by whom he had a
son and a daughter. This earldied in 1294, and Malise, his son and
heir, born in1260, succeeded him in 1295.The Catholic hierarchy in
Scotland was at the

beginning of the thirteenth century rapidly ap-

proaching the zenith of its power. Whatever mayhave been the
state of civilisation, the Catholic
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great power in therealm. It was then that the ancient abbey
andmonastery of Inchaffray, situated in the parish ofMadderty, was
founded by Gilbert, third Earl ofStrathearn. It was built on an
island surrounded bythe waters of the river Pow. Inchaffray rose to
bea wealthy mortification, and at the Reformation of1560 is said to
have had no less than the tithes oftwelve parishes forming part of
its revenues. Afterthat period it gradually fell into decay. Its
library,

as just stated, is still preserved and is of interest to
allstudents of history. The abbots of Inchaffray were,many of them,
men of mark in their time. AtBannockburn, on 24th June 13 14, the
Scottish armyheard Mass. This solemn service was performed
byMaurice, Abbot of Inchaffray, upon an eminence infront of the
lines where he could be seen by all thetroops. In the course of the
battle the abbot, bare-

headed and barefooted, walked along the Scottishlines and,
holding a crucifix aloft, exhorted thesoldiers to fight bravely for
their rights and liberties.The troops then knelt down, and he
offered up prayerfor their success. At Flodden in 15 13 the abbot
ofInchaffray was among the slain. 1

In giving a description of the abbey in 1789 toGeneral Hutton,
John Dow, the tenant of the lands,says : "The whole buildings were
formerly surroundedwith water. Around the building was a wall of
ashlarwork to keep off the water. To the north on a risinghill was
a place called Scar Law Knowe where theytried their criminals ; and
on the south side was alittle mound called Tillie Chandu on which
theywere executed and where the executioner's lodgestands to this
day. The seal of the abbey belongingto Lord Madderty is still in
the Library o





						
LOAD MORE                    

                                    


                
                    
                    
                                        
                

                

                        


                    

                                                    
                                Atholl Palace Christmas brochure

                            

                                                    
                                ASSAFUIR FARM ORT OF MENTEITH TIRLINGSHIRE

                            

                                                    
                                Stirling Council Schools, Learning and Education Port of Menteith …btckstorage.blob.core.windows.net/site1884/portofmenteit... · 2016-12-01 · Port of Menteith Primary School

                            

                                                    
                                MEET OUR FABRICS - coricraft.co.za · OVER 50 FABRIC AND 20 LEATHER OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM Atholl Asphalt Atholl Cashmere Annabelle Denim Annabelle Granite Annabelle Linen Annabelle

                            

                                                    
                                Atholl Experience Name Index

                            

                                                    
                                Reconsidering precolumbian human colonization in the ...eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/159894/1/RECONSIDERING PRECOLUMBIAN … · ISLANDS, REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR Atholl Anderson, Karen Stothert,

                            

                                                    
                                Atholl John Anderson: No ordinary archaeologistpress-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p26551/pdf/ch0118.pdf · Atholl John Anderson: No ordinary archaeologist Foss Leach Honorary

                            

                                                    
                                ICAWC 2014 - Puppy Love - Sarah De Cesare & Carolyn Menteith

                            

                                                    
                                ICAWC 2012: Carolyn Menteith The Puppy Plan

                            

                                                    
                                relating to Atholl House Site, Guild Street, Aberdeen...With regard to the Aberdeen Guild Street station Aberdeen Atholl House – LC7 land disposal evaluation form Feb 2016 I can

                            

                                                    
                                Bonnie Doon, Cloverdale and Strathearn Walking Map › transportation › BonnieDoon... · Bonnie Doon, Cloverdale and Strathearn Local Contacts Bonnie Doon Community League 9240

                            

                                                    
                                 · Walter William Ægedia, or Giles Marie Robert Thomas, killed at Flodden CHRISTIAN MENTEITH ... William Henry, 18th Laird, d. 1870 Millicent, d. unmar. Marjory

                            

                                                    
                                2015 status Cape Atholl Muskoxen - Grønlands … status Cape Atholl Muskoxen ... Resume (Danish ... Nuna 200 meterinit pukkinnerusoq ivigartorfigissuuvoq, kisiannili tamanna

                            

                                                    
                                Strathearn and Strathallan - PKAVS Carers Hub...Strathearn and Strathallan COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP NOTICE BOARD Please send any items for inclusion in the Noticeboard to [email protected]

                            

                                                    
                                Lang Atholl two day tour Edinburgh

                            

                                                    
                                Lang Atholl 3 Day Tour for 11 guests

                            

                                                    
                                1 Strathearn School Belfast U6 UCAS Information Evening 2014

                            

                                                    
                                ICAWC 2015 - I Second that Emotion - Carolyn Menteith

                            

                                                    
                                9525041 Rock Art in the Menteith Hills

                            

                                                    
                                Atholl Palace Hotel Wedding Brochure

                            

                                                    
                                Provincial Gazette Provinsiale Koerant · 6/3/2020  · (7) Atholl Place Boutique - 250m, Atholl Place Hotel & Villa - 250m, Charming - 250m, Willowstream - 1 km, Golden Pond - 950m,

                            

                                                    
                                Atholl Palace Hotel brochure

                            

                                                    
                                Crieff High School Strathearn Community Campus

                            

                                                    
                                Corporate Track Day Experiences with Lang Atholl

                            

                                                    
                                1 Strathearn School Belfast Form 4 Information Evening 2014

                            

                                                    
                                Waymarked Trails from Blair Atholl · from Blair Atholl £1.20. Welcome to Atholl Estates Woodland, rivers and heather-clad hills make up the 145,000 acres that is Atholl Estates

                            

                                                    
                                STRATHEARN SCHOOL UNIFORM REGULATIONS

                            

                                                    
                                ALW Estates, New Atholl Towers Phase 2alwestates.co.za/doc/CONSTRUCTION INSIGHT MAGAZINE.pdf · with its latest property – Atholl Towers at 129 Patricia Road ... Otis GeN2 regen

                            

                                                    
                                11 Strathearn School Belfast Form 3 Information Evening 2014

                            

                                                    
                                Lang Atholl - Corporate Experiences

                            

                                                    
                                · Web viewAngus —Nobleman of Scotland and supporter against Macbeth Menteith and Caithness —Noblemen of Scotland in Malcolm’s English Army Porter —servant at Macbeth’s castle

                            

                                                    
                                ICAWC 2011: Carolyn Menteith - Clicker Training

                            

                                                    
                                Kastle Kurrents - Blair Atholl · The group uses several ice breaking activities ... The onslaught starts ever so innocently as an origami exercise ... Kastle Kurrents Atholl Experience

                            

                                                    
                                Paul Hardy's Session Tunebook 2015 Jul, 2016 Atholl Highlanders, The 8 Paul Hardy’s Session Tunebook 2015 © 2015−2016 cc by−nc−sa March = 100 The Atholl Highlanders Trad

                            

                                                    
                                Paul Hardy's Session Tunebook 2019 · 01 Aug, 2019 Atholl Highlanders, The 8 Paul Hardy’s Session Tunebook 2019 © 2004-2019 cc by-nc-sa March = 100 The Atholl Highlanders Trad

                            

                        
                    

                                    

            

        

    

















    
        
            
                	About us
	Contact us
	Term
	DMCA
	Privacy Policy



                	English
	Français
	Español
	Deutsch


            

        

        
            
                Copyright © 2022 VDOCUMENTS

            

                    

    








    


