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U S H I S T O R Y
 S E E F E L D
 Urban America

Page 2
                        

Old & New Immigrants p. 215
 Large wave of immigration in late 1800s
 Before 1890s most immigrants came from north and western Europe
 After 1890s most immigrants came from south and eastern Europe.
 More than 70% were men, hoped to bring families
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North & Western South & Eastern
 Light hair
 Light eye color
 Protestant
 Dark hair
 Dark eyes
 Catholic
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Reasons for Immigrating p. 217
 Many available jobs
 Hoped for better jobs to get out of poverty
 Avoid military mandatory service
 Population pressure
 Religious persecution
 European nations made it easy to leave
 Allowed to leave
 Allowed to take savings
 Allowed skilled workers to leave
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0
 1,000,000
 2,000,000
 3,000,000
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 5,000,000
 6,000,000
 1871-
 1880
 1881-
 1890
 1891-
 1900
 1901-
 1910
 1911-
 1920
 Old
 New
 1,593,000
 181,1880
 2,753,00
 926,000
 1,110,000
 1,847,000
 1,069,000
 5,780,000
 540,000
 2,928,000
 Chart: Rise of Immigrants
 p. 40 RB
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Ellis Island was built in 1892 as the
 1st “Immigration Center”
 Later, closed in the 1940s
 Today it is a museum.
 •The goal was to “screen” immigrants coming from Europe.
 •Immigrants took physical examinations and were held at Ellis Island before they were released to the US mainland.
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Steerage = cheapest accommodations
 Ellis Island = processing center
 Medical examiner
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Steerage = cheapest accomodations
 Ellis Island = processing center
 Medical examiner
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Anti-immigrants quote
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American Citizens: What weight can my vote have against this flood of
 ignorance, stupidity and fraud?

Page 21
                        

Cleveland quote on Immigration
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•Old Immigrants resented the New Immigrants.
 •New Immigrants came to this country for the same reasons as the Old Immigrants.
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Immigrants being used
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Ethnic Cities
 Little Italy
 Germantown
 Chinatown
 Jewish – Lower Eastside
 Little Tokoyo
 Irishtown
 Why do these neighborhoods develop?
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Asian Immigration
 Many immigrated because of rebellion, poverty, famine, severe unemployment
 Settled mainly in Western cities
 Angel Island = barracks for Asian immigrants while they waited for the results of their immigration hearing

Page 26
                        

Nativism Resurges
 Nativism = extreme dislike of immigrants by native-born people
 1840s-1850s = Irish
 Asians, Jews, eastern Europeans
 Fear of: Catholics
 Cheap labor – strikebreakers
 Cultural Differences

Page 27
                        

Anti-immigration Associations
 American Protective Association – 1887
 Anti-Catholic
 Members pledged not to hire Catholics
 Especially Irish
 The dominant Protestant, British culture in the US considered Irish poverty to be a result of laziness, superstition and ignorance
 Law passed in 1882 which banned convicts, paupers, and mentally disabled from immigrating into the US

Page 28
                        

Chinese Exclusion Act
 Barred Chinese immigration for 10 years
 No citizenship for those already in the US
 Response from those already in the US
 Letter writing campaign
 Petition the president
 Lawsuit - unsuccessful

Page 29
                        

Segregated schools – Oriental Schools
 Japan felt insulted – international incident
 Teddy Roosevelt proposed a deal- Teddy Roosevelt’s Gentleman’s Agreement (not a formal treaty)
 Limit on Japanese immigration
 If
 San Francisco school board would rescind its segregation order.
 Literacy tests (1917)
 Restrict immigration
 Restrict voting
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New Architectural
 Style
 New Use of Space
 New Class
 Diversity
 New Energy
 New Culture (“Melting Pot”)
 New Form of Classic “Rugged Individualism”
 New Levels of Crime, Violence, & Corruption
 Make a New Start
 New Symbols of Change & Progress
 The City as a
 New “Frontier?”
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1900 76 million population 60% lived in rural areas
 1870 40 million population
 75% lived in rural areas
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Cities grew rapidly
 near raw materials
 industrial areas
 transportation routes.
 Opportunities in the job market.
 Terrible Conditions Poor sanitary and living conditions
 Tenement apartments
 Sweathouses
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Immigrants Settle in Cities
 Industrialization leads to urbanization, or growth of cities
 Most immigrants settle in cities; get cheap housing, factory jobs
 Americanization—assimilate people into main culture
 Schools, voluntary groups teach citizenship skills
 English, American history, cooking, etiquette
 Ethnic communities provide social support
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Migration from Country to City Farm technology decreases need for laborers; people
 move to cities
 Many African Americans in South lose their livelihood
 1890–1910, move to cities in North, West to escape racial violence
 Find segregation, discrimination in North too
 Competition for jobs between blacks, white immigrants causes tension
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Urbanization
 Most of the newest immigrants lacked resources to purchase farms, little education
 Stayed in the cities, worked in factories
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Skyscrapers – build up to accommodate population growth
 Louis Sullivan
 Thanks to steel
 Mass Transit – horse car, cable car, electric trolley, elevated rail, subways
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Louis Sullivan:
 Form follows function
 Bayard Bldg.NYC,1897
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High Society
 Large homes (castles) in the middle of the city
 Many servants
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Middle-Class Gentility
 Doctors, lawyers, engineers, managers, architects, teachers
 Streetcar suburbs – affordable
 1+ servants
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Working Class
 Tenements = poorly built apartment buildings
 Crowded with boarders
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Urban Problems
 Crime
 Pollution
 Disease
 Alcoholism
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Water 1860s cities have inadequate or no piped water, indoor
 plumbing rare Filtration introduced 1870s, chlorination in 1908
 Sanitation Streets: manure, open gutters, factory smoke, poor trash
 collection Contractors hired to sweep streets, collect garbage, clean
 outhouses-------often do not do job properly By 1900, cities develop sewer lines, create sanitation
 departments
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Crime As population grows, thieves flourish
 Early police forces too small to be effective
 Fire Fire hazards: limited water, wood houses, candles, kerosene heaters Most firefighters volunteers, not always available 1900, most cities have full-time, professional fire departments Fire sprinklers, non-flammable building materials make cities safer
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Housing Working-class families live in houses on outskirts or boardinghouses
 Later, row houses built for single families
 Immigrants take over row houses, 2–3 families per house
 Tenements—multifamily urban dwellings, are overcrowded, unsanitary
 Transportation Mass transit —move large numbers of people along fixed routes
 By 20th century, transit systems link city to suburbs
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Family Economy
 Often more than one person in a family worked
 Women
 Children
 Largest source of employment for women was domestic service
 If unable to work a person had to rely on charity – family or public, usually church
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Political machines = informal political group designed to gain and keep power
 Party bosses = provided for jobs, housing, food, heat in
 exchange for votes
 Controlled city services
 Graft = fraud, getting money through dishonesty
 Opportunity to make money
 No competition for contracts
 Kickbacks
 Friends and family benefitted
 Tammany Hall (NYC) – William “Boss” Tweed
 prison
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The Gilded Age
 Something is gilded if it is covered in gold on the outside but made of cheaper material on the inside.
 Appears to sparkle
 Inside corruption, poverty, crime, huge gap between the rich and the poor
 Time of tremendous cultural activity
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Individualism = American Dream
 Horatio Alger – “rags-to-riches” novels
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Social Darwinism
 Society progressed and became better because only the fittest people survived.
 Justification for the tremendous wealth of some people
 Herbert Spencer
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Gospel of Wealth
 Wealthy Americans should engage in philanthropy and use their power to help people help themselves.
 Schools
 Hospitals
 Libraries
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Changing Culture
 Realism
 Portray the world realistically
 Mark Twain
 Saloons
 Often outnumbered grocery and meat markets
 Key in the lives of men, politics
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Amusement Parks
 Waterslides
 Rides
 Sports
 Baseball –
 Cincinnati Red Sox
 Tennis, golf, croquet, basketball
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Vaudeville
 Hodgepodge of animal acts, acrobats, dancers
 Fast-paced, all day and all night
 Ragtime
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPmruHc4S9Q
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Very Laissez Faire Federal Govt.
 From 1870-1900 Govt. did very little domestically.
 Main duties of the federal govt.:
 Deliver the mail.
 Maintain a national military.
 Collect taxes & tariffs.
 Conduct a foreign policy.
 Exception administer the annual Civil War veterans’ pension.
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The Presidency as a Symbolic Office
 Party bosses ruled.
 Presidents should avoid offending any factions within their own party.
 Patronage =The President just doled out federal jobs.
 1865 53,000 people worked for the federal govt.
 1890 166,000 “ “ “ “ “ “
 Senator Roscoe Conkling
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1880 Presidential Election: Republicans
 Half Breeds Stalwarts
 Sen. James G. Blaine Sen. Roscoe Conkling (Maine) (New York)
 James A. Garfield Chester A. Arthur (VP)
 compromise
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1880 Presidential Election
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1881: Garfield Assassinated!
 Charles Guiteau: I Am a Stalwart, and Arthur is President now!
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Pendleton Act (1883)
 Civil Service Act.
 The “Magna Carta” of civil service reform.
 1883 14,000 out of 117,000 federal govt. jobs became civil service exam positions.
 People hired based on merit - deserving
 1900 100,000 out of 200,000 civil service federal govt. jobs.
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1884 Presidential Election
 Grover Cleveland James Blaine * (DEM) (REP)
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The Mugwumps
 Republicans unhappy with Blaine
 Men may come and men may go, but the work of reform shall go on forever.
 Will support Cleveland in the 1884 election.
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Interstate Commerce Commission
 Large corporations were able to negotiate cheaper prices with railroads
 Small businesses at a disadvantage in competition
 Wabash v. Illinois = states couldn’t regulate rates for traffic between states, only federal government
 Established Interstate Commerce Commission – regulate commerce which occurs between states Prohibited rebates to High-volume users Prohibited charging higher rates for shorter hauls Meant to even the playing field No ability to enforce except through court rulings
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1888 Election
 Republican – Harrison
 Democrat – Cleveland
 Harrison lost the popular vote but won in the electoral college
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Tariffs
 High – protects American business from world competition, foreign countries do the same to us.
 McKinley Tariff Act
 Cut tobacco and raw sugar tariffs
 Raised tariffs higher on other goods
 Resulted in higher prices and consumer anger
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Sherman Anti-Trust Act
 Prohibited any combination or conspiracy in the restraint of trade or commerce
 Pools, holding companies, monopoly
 Vaguely worded
 Poorly enforced
 Weakened by the courts
 Both were important by the precedent they set
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The Rebirth of Reform
 Reform Darwinism – Lester Frank Ward
 Humans are different than animals because they have the ability to make plans to produce the future outcomes they desired
 Cooperation was more important than competition (wasteful)
 Government could regulate the economy, cure poverty and promote education
 Page 237
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Utopia
 Perfect society
 No crime, or poverty, or politics
 Government owns all industry and shares wealth equally with all Americans
 Socialism
 Naturalism
 Sometimes people failed in life due to circumstances beyond their control
 Jack London
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Helping the Urban Poor
 Social Gospel – improve conditions through charity and justice
 Inspired churches to take action in their communities
 Salvation Army and YMCA
 Faith and reform
 Practical aid – food shelter
 Religious counseling
 Organizing activities
 Libraries, gymnasiums, low cost rooms
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Settlement House – Jane Addams (Hull House)
 Established in poor , heavily immigrated neighborhoods
 Medical care
 Education
 Recreational programs
 Public Education
 Americanization
 English
 History
 Culture
 Work ethic - punctual, neatness, efficiency
 Skills training
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Populism
 “What you farmers need to do is raise less corn and more Hell!” Mary Elizabeth Lease (1890) Populist Organizer
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74
 Populism: What?
 •Political movement that tried to help out the nation’s struggling farmers
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75
 Populism Why?
 1. Mechanization - More machines = more debt
 2. New Farm Land More land (on credit) = more debt
 Farmers were in trouble because of...
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76
 Populism Why?
 3. Specialization of Crops - Farmers only raise one crop (leads to trouble if that crop has problems)
 4. Disasters - floods, boll-weevil, grasshoppers
 Farmers were in trouble because of...
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77
 Populism Why?
 5. Corporate Greed Barbed wire trust, Harvester Trust, Fertilizer Trust, Banks, and Railroads
 Farmers were in trouble because of...
 "The Iron Horse Which Eats Up The Farmers' Produce.” 1873
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78
 The Grange
 •Patrons of Husbandry (Grange) founded by Oliver Kelly (MN)
 What?
 •Cooperative movement - farmers pooled their money to make shared purchases of machinery, supplies, insurance, etc.
 •Worked for pro-farmer laws
 •Ex. Interstate Commerce Act - regulated rates of railroads
 How?
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79
 Populist Party & Free Silver
 Why?
 •Populists believed that this would solve nearly all of the farmer’s problems
 •They wanted to use both silver and gold coins, thus increasing the amount of money in the country
 What?
 •All money would be worth less, a situation that was bad for creditors (big banks) and good for debtors (farmers)
 •Federal ownership of the railroads
 •Graduated income tax
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Farmer’s Alliance – replaced the Grange
 Exchanges – large cooperatives, force prices up, make low-interest loans to farmers
 Small
 Businesses refused to cooperate
 Overextended with loans
 Sub-treasury
 Warehouses for farmers to store grain, hold until prices went up
 Government would give them low interest loans
 Free coinage of silver
 End protective tariffs
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81
 A Populist President? William Jennings Bryan
 •Ran as a Populist President in 1896 on platform of Free Silver
 “You shall not press down upon the brow of
 labor this crown of thorns. You shall not
 crucify mankind upon a cross of gold” --
 W.J. Bryan
 •Big business opposes his run
 • Republicans win the White House
 • Populists fade away
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82
 The Wizard of Oz
 • Written by Active Populist L. Frank Baum
 •Most things in the book
 represent something important to
 the populist movement

Page 83
                        

83
 The Wizard of Oz
 Basic Symbols:
 Ruby Slippers In the book, were actually “Silver Slippers” (magic of Free Silver)
 Yellow Brick
 Road “Gold” many dangers for regular people (like Dorothy)
 Oz Abbreviation for Ounce (way gold is measured)
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84
 The Wizard of Oz
 Characters:
 Dorothy Everyman
 Scarecrow Farmers
 Tin Man Industrial Workers
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85
 The Wizard of Oz
 Characters:
 Lion William Jennings Byran (a pacifist)
 Toto Temperance Activists (allies of the Populists)
 Wizard President of the
 United States
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86
 The Wizard of Oz
 Places:
 Emerald City - Washington D.C. (in the book, the color came from Green Glasses that everyone wore, a trick)
 Good Witches
 of North &
 South
 - Directions where Populists had friends (Midwest and South)
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Segregation
 After the Civil War many African-Americans remained living in the South as landless tenant farmers.
 Only real skill
 Horrific poverty
 Exodusters
 “Pap” Singelton
 Move to (primarily) Kansas and homestead
 Colored Farmer’s Alliance & Populist Party
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15th Amendment – prohibits states from denying citizens the right to vote based on “race, color, or previous conditions of servitude”
 Problem – How to prevent African-Americans from voting?
 Poll tax – costs money
 Literacy test – need an education (reading)
 Issue = these things also prevented poor whites from voting
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Solution
 Grandfather Clause – Allowed any man to vote if he had an ancestor who could vote in 1867
 Segregation = separation of races
 Jim Crow Laws = laws which legalized discrimination

Page 90
                        

1883 Supreme Court decision ruled the 14th Amendment did not prevent segregation
 Plessey v. Ferguson – ruling which set out a new doctrine “separate but equal”
 Ida B. Wells – crusade against lynchings (hangings by vigilante groups without court procedures)

Page 91
                        

Mary Church Terrell – battled lynching, racism and sexism
 Booker T. Washington – African Americans should focus on achieving economic goals rather than political ones through education and learning marketable skills – Atlanta Compromise Tuskegee Institute
 W.E.B. Du Bois – Push for civil rights (political goals) “color discrimination is barbarism”
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