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The Book of Revelation: Is It Relevant Today? 3Corbis Digital Stock (left), © 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc., photo illustration by Shaun Venish/Corel Professional Photos (top)
 s the book of Revelation relevanttoday? Is it possible to understand it?Can we know to whom it was written—and why? What are the meanings
 of its mysterious symbols?The book has perplexed readers for
 almost 2,000 years. Over the centuriesit has been one of the world’s mostmisunderstood and misinterpretedbooks. Yet it need not be so.
 The fundamental message of thebook of Revelation is simple. It prom-ises that God will institute universalpeace, prosperity and cooperation overall the earth immediately after thereturn of Jesus Christ. It reveals howthis wonderful new world will beestablished and why it will never bedestroyed or superseded by any otherway of life or social order.
 Revelation, also called the Apoca-lypse, also describes an incrediblydeceptive alliance of internationallypowerful political and religious entitiesattempting to prevent Jesus’ reign fromever being established. Their opposition toHim and His saints will result in a time ofworldwide turmoil and suffering unlikeanything the world has ever seen.
 The terrifying weapons developed andmanufactured using modern technologyare an indication that the terrible time of
 trouble may be much nearer than we mightthink. Nations have already stockpiledmore than enough weapons to annihilateall human life from the face of the earth.Rogue nations increasingly gain the ability
 to produce and use horrifying weapons ofmass destruction.
 Even more frightful are terroristgroups, unable to attain their goals by conventional arms or diplomacy, that now have access to such deadly weapons.Respected international-security advisers
 warn that the danger of nuclear weaponsbeing used by terrorist nations or groupsgrows ever higher. Nuclear weapons are only one of several means of massdestruction available to amoral terrorists
 bent on achieving their ends by anymeans, including mass carnage.
 The book of Revelation presentsus with good news and bad newsabout the future. It gives us both ofthose aspects of the picture. On theone hand it describes the terrifyingtools of destruction our advancedtechnology will produce—and adeceived humanity will use—at theend of this age. But it also revealshow the living God, the Creator ofthe universe, will intervene to preventthe annihilation of humankind. Itreveals the wonderful time of peaceand a transformed world that will follow those horrible days.
 You need to understand God’sdescription of what lies ahead—andwhat it means to you. You need to
 understand how you can be a part of thegood news He reveals about the future.Once you grasp the message of Revela-tion, you too will see that it contains themost remarkable message of hope everwritten. Its fundamental message is plainand its conclusion certain.
 The Book of Revelation:Is It Relevant Today?
 Where is mankind’s race to develop ever-more-destructiveweapons taking us? The book of Revelation describes how we
 collectively will ultimately reap what we have sown, bringing onourselves unimaginable human suffering before God intervenes.
 Many people believe the book of Revelation is allabout bad news. Although it reveals where ouractions and decisions will take us, it also shows howmankind will finally experience a world of peace.
 I
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hy was the book of Reve-lation written? The book’s
 very name means to reveal—to unveil, to open to under-
 standing what otherwise could not becomprehended. Yet most people believethat this final book of the Bible cannot beunderstood at all—that its language andsymbols are too confusing to make sense.
 Revelation puts many of the earlierprophecies of the Bible into an under-standable context and reveals a much-needed framework for prophecies relating to the end of the age. It accom-plishes this partly through the use of sym-bols and figurative language that relatedirectly to some of the Bible’s otherprophetic writings.
 For example, the prophetic book ofDaniel uses similar language and symbols.Many of its visions and figures of speechare clearly explained. But God revealed toDaniel that the meanings of others were toremain mysteriously obscured until thetime of the end. Then they, too, would be understood.
 Revelation contains many fundamentalkeys to that understanding, and the bookof Daniel contains keys that help usunderstand the book of Revelation.
 Notice the prophet Daniel’s explanationof one of his visions: “Although I heard,I did not understand. Then I said, ‘My lord,what shall be the end of these things?’And he said, ‘Go your way, Daniel, for thewords are closed up and sealed till the timeof the end” (Daniel 12:8-9, emphasisadded throughout).
 Contrast this with God’s purpose forthe book of Revelation. God the Fathergave the prophecies contained in the bookof Revelation to His Son, Jesus Christ. He passed it to Christ in the form of ascroll sealed with seven seals (Revelation5:1). But, as John—who wrote the bookunder God’s inspiration—tells us in hisconcluding chapter, an angel specificallycommanded him: “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book . . .”(Revelation 22:10).
 John explains that God the Father gavemost of the book of Revelation to Christ in
 the form of a scroll sealed with seven seals.Jesus then broke those seals and openedthe scroll.
 “And I saw in the right hand of Himwho sat on the throne [God the Father] a scroll written inside and on the back,sealed with seven seals. Then I saw astrong angel proclaiming with a loudvoice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scrolland to loose its seals?’And no one inheaven or on the earth or under the earthwas able to open the scroll, or to look at it . . . But one of the elders said to me, ‘Donot weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe ofJudah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its sevenseals’” (Revelation 5:1-5).
 Here is the key to understanding thebook. Jesus alone can unlock the meaningof its symbols, visions and descriptions.The first verse of this book announces it is“the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which Godgave Him . . .” (Revelation 1:1). Christreveals its meaning. He unlocks its seals.But how does He do it?
 Two factors are crucial. First, the keysto unlocking the content of seven sealsmust be explained by Jesus Himself in His own words.
 Second, the Bible tells us that “allScripture is given by inspiration of God”(2 Timothy 3:16). Therefore we can expectto find clarification of some symbols in thebook of Revelation in other parts of God’sinspired Word.
 By relying on the Bible’s own consis-tent interpretations of its symbols and figu-rative language, we can have confidencethat our understanding is based on God’sinspired Word rather than on our ownopinions (2 Peter 1:20). After all, revealedknowledge is what the book of Revelationis all about.
 Remember, God told Daniel that someof the things revealed to him in visionswere sealed, hidden until the time of theend. But then He added: “Many shall bepurified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and noneof the wicked shall understand, but thewise shall understand” (Daniel 12:10). At the time of the end God intends that
 those He calls “the wise” will understandthese prophecies.
 Who are the wise in God’s sight?
 Those who scorn the concept that the Bible is divinely inspired choose tosee its symbols as contradictory and con-fusing. They perceive no value in them.Because they scoff at the idea of God’sinspiration, they are blind to propheticunderstanding. They choose to be igno-rant of what God reveals about the future(2 Peter 3:3-7).
 On the other hand, God tells us thosewho respect Him and keep His command-ments are the truly wise. As the Scripturesexplain: “The fear [respectful awe] of theLORD is the beginning of wisdom; a goodunderstanding have all those who do Hiscommandments” (Psalm 111:10). Scrip-ture also tells us that “the testimony of theLORD is sure, making wise the simple”(Psalm 19:7).
 The book of Revelation gives us manyof the keys that unlock prophetic under-standing because it faithfully follows theprinciple that the Bible interprets itself.Therefore, only those who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and trustwhat it says will be able to understand the significance of what is revealed in the book of Revelation.
 Some of the understanding began inthe days of the apostles. One of the statedpurposes for Revelation was to reveal tothe servants of God “things which mustshortly take place” (Revelation 1:1). Sosome aspects of Revelation apply directlyto Christians in the final days of the apostle John.
 Christ instructed John to record (verse19): (1) “the things which you haveseen”—his visions and their puzzling symbols; (2) “the things which are”—information concerning the Church at thattime; and (3) “the things which will takeplace after this”—prophecies extending farinto the future.
 Before we examine the keys to thefuture we need to understand the circum-stances under which this prophetic bookwas given to the apostle John.
 4 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
 Keys toUnderstanding Revelation
 W
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Religious and political setting of Revelation
 Within the confines of the ancientRoman Empire, Christianity began in anera of relative peace. The emperors of thetime generally followed a policy of liberalreligious toleration. This enabled earlyChristians to evangelize far and wide, bothin and beyond the territory of Rome.
 But the situation gradually changed.The Romans introduced and enforcedemperor worship in the empire. SuddenlyChristians found themselves in an intoler-able situation. Jesus, not the emperor,was their Lord. They understood that theScriptures prohibited the worship of any-thing or anyone besides the true God andHis Son, Jesus Christ. Soon incrediblepressures were brought to bear on them to participate in the holidays, games andceremonies honoring the reigningemperor as a god.
 Their refusal to participate in emperorworship put them into direct conflict withthe authorities at all levels of the Roman
 hierarchy. By the time Revelation waswritten some Christians had already beenexecuted because of their beliefs. Antipasis cited as a recent martyr (Revelation2:13). Christians everywhere, especially in Asia Minor, encountered wide-rangingridicule and persecution.
 Adding to Christians’ plight, Romanofficials, after Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70, ceased to view Christians asjust another sect of the Jews. The reli-gious tolerance Rome had extended tothem disappeared.
 Christians were now often regarded as a subversive and potentially dangerousreligious group. Rome saw their teachingsof a coming kingdom and a powerful new king as a threat to the stability of theempire. By this time Emperor Nero hadalready falsely branded Christians as theperpetrators of the great fire in Rome.Their future looked grim.
 The apostle John, imprisoned on theisland of Patmos near the coast of AsiaMinor during this time, explained that
 he too suffered persecution, that he wastheir “companion in the tribulation andkingdom and patience of Jesus Christ”(Revelation 1:9).
 John fully understood the stress theyendured. Yet he reminded them of theirgoal: the Kingdom of God. He emphasizedthe patience and faith they must exercise to endure opposition and abuse until thereturn of Jesus the Messiah to permanentlydeliver His servants from persecution andgrant them salvation.
 This is the context in which Jesusrevealed to John when and how thissatanic persecution, already responsiblefor the murder of loyal and faithful ser-vants, would be permanently stopped. Hepointed out that the roots of the problemgo back to the beginning of humankind—to the birthplace of this age of man sofilled with human sin and evil.
 The archdeceiver
 In the Garden of Eden man firstencountered “that serpent of old, called
 Keys to Understanding Revelation 5
 Story Flow of the Book of Revelation
 Seven seals1 Religious deception (Revelation 6:1-2; compare
 Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 23-25)
 2 War (Revelation 6:3-4; compare Matthew 24:6-7)
 3 Famine (Revelation 6:5-6; compare Matthew 24:7)
 4 Disease epidemics (Revelation 6:7-8; compare Matthew 24:7)
 5 Tribulation and persecution (Revelation 6:9-11; compare Matthew 24:8-12, 21-22)
 6 Heavenly signs (Revelation 6:12-17; compare Matthew 24:29)
 Seven trumpets1 Destruction of vegetation
 (Revelation 8:7)
 2 Devastation of oceans and sea life (Revelation 8:8-9)
 3 Devastation of rivers and fresh water (Revelation 8:10-11)
 7 Seven trumpets 4 Sun, moon and stars darkened (Revelation 8:12)
 5 Torturous human afflictions (Revelation 9:1-12)
 6 Enormous military destruction(Revelation 9:13-19)
 7 Seven last plagues (Revelation 15:1; 16:1-21)
 Armageddon and return of Jesus Christ
 Chapter Outline of the Book of Revelation
 Chapter Story Flow Insets*
 1 Introduction
 2-3 Message to the seven churches
 4-5 Prelude—setting
 6 First six seals
 7 144,000 and the great multitude
 8-10 The trumpet plagues
 11 The two witnesses
 12 The true Church
 13 The two beasts
 14 The three mes-sages
 15-16 The seven last plagues
 17-18 The false church
 19 The return of Jesus Christ
 20 The Millennium
 21-22 The new heaven and new earth
 *Several chapters in the book are insets. Although most of the book’s chap-ters flow in chronological order, these chapters describe background eventsand conditions that are not part of the story flow and may span centuries.
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the Devil and Satan, who deceives thewhole world” (Revelation 12:9; Genesis3:1). The evil being’s deception has beenso successful that most people scoff at theidea that a devil even exists. But the writersof the Holy Scriptures regarded his exis-tence and power as an unquestionable real-ity. They reveal him as the unseen drivinginfluence behind evil and suffering.
 The book of Revelation sums up theimpact the devil has, not just on Christiansbut on all mankind, from the time of Johnuntil the return of Christ. It reveals that theancient conflict between the forces of goodand evil will be resolved.
 As noted earlier in this chapter, Johntold early Christians the book of Revela-tion includes both “the things which are,and the things which will take place afterthis” (Revelation 1:19). Its prophetic ful-fillments began in the days of the apostlesand extend to our day and beyond.
 The Day of the Lord in prophecy
 Most of John’s visions focus on thattime mentioned by God’s prophetsthroughout the Scriptures as “the day ofthe Lord,” also known as “the day of theLord Jesus Christ,” “the day of Christ”and, here in Revelation, “the Lord’s Day”(Revelation 1:10; compare Isaiah 13:6;Joel 2:31; Zephaniah 1:14; Acts 2:20; 1 Corinthians 1:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:2).
 Paul plainly spoke of this prophesiedtime: “For you yourselves know perfectlythat the day of the Lord so comes as athief in the night. For when they say,‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruc-tion comes upon them, as labor painsupon a pregnant woman. And they shallnot escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3).
 Some people assume that when Johnused the phrase “the Lord’s day” in Reve-lation 1:10 he was referring to Sunday. But the context of Revelation clearlyshows that John was not referring to anyday of the week but to the prophetic Dayof the Lord mentioned directly or indi-rectly in more than 50 passages in the Old and New Testaments.
 As The Bible Knowledge Commentaryexplains: “John’s revelation occurred onthe Lord’s Day while he was in the Spirit.Some have indicated that ‘the Lord’s Day’refers to the first day of the week. How-ever, the word ‘Lord’s’ is an adjective andthis expression is never used in the Bible torefer to the first day of the week. ProbablyJohn was referring to the day of the Lord, afamiliar expression in both Testaments . . .
 He was projected forward in his inner selfin a vision, not bodily, to that future day ofthe Lord when God will pour out His judg-ments on the earth” (John Walvoord andRoy Zuck, 1983, 1985, electronic version,emphasis in original).
 The mistaken assumption that John wasreferring to the first day of the week has nobiblical support. The only day of the week,biblically speaking, that could possibly becalled “the Lord’s day” is the Sabbath orSaturday, the seventh day of the week.Jesus specifically referred to Himself as“lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28). And,through the prophet Isaiah, God also refersto the Sabbath as “the holy day of theLORD” (Isaiah 58:13).
 John was not referring to any day ofthe week but to the prophetic time that isthe primary subject of the book of Reve-lation. John specifically tells us that whathe wrote is prophecy (Revelation 1:3;22:7, 10, 18-19). Therefore, John ismerely explaining that “in the Spirit”—in divinely inspired visions—he was mentally transported to the coming Dayof the Lord.
 The Day of the Lord is describedthroughout the Scriptures as a time of God’sdirect intervention in human affairs. It is atime of His judgment on His adversaries—on those who defy His correction and refuse His commandments. Jesus sternlyrebuked cities in Galilee that refused to hear His message even though they had witnessed His miracles: “But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you”(Matthew 11:22).
 Isaiah succinctly sums up the Day ofthe Lord: “Wail, for the day of the LORD isat hand! It will come as destruction fromthe Almighty” (Isaiah 13:6).
 Who is the object of the destruction?“Behold, the day of the LORD comes,cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, tolay the land desolate; and He will destroyits sinners from it” (verse 9). As Jeremiahexplained: “. . . This is the day of the LordGOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that Hemay avenge Himself on His adversaries”(Jeremiah 46:10).
 Notice the prophet Zephaniah’s descrip-tion of the time of God’s intervention:“The great day of the LORD is near; it isnear and hastens quickly. The noise of theday of the LORD is bitter; there the mightymen shall cry out. That day is a day ofwrath, a day of trouble and distress, a dayof devastation and desolation, a day of
 darkness and gloominess, a day of cloudsand thick darkness, a day of trumpet andalarm against the fortified cities andagainst the high towers.
 “I will bring distress upon men, andthey shall walk like blind men, becausethey have sinned against the LORD;their blood shall be poured out like dust,and their flesh like refuse” (Zephaniah1:14-17).
 Notice how John describes the awe-some events that follow the sixth seal of Revelation: “For the great day of Hiswrath has come, and who is able tostand?” (Revelation 6:17). Just beforethis, the martyred servants of God arerepresented as symbolically crying outfrom their graves: “How long, O Lord,holy and true, until You judge and avengeour blood on those who dwell on theearth?” (verse 10). Later in this book of prophecy an angel is sent with the message: “Fear God and give glory toHim, for the hour of His judgment hascome . . .” (Revelation 14:6-7).
 Then, near the end of the book, Johngives more details of Christ’s second coming. They begin: “Now I saw heavenopened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful andTrue, and in righteousness He judges andmakes war” (Revelation 19:11).
 Hundreds of years before John wrotethe book of Revelation, the prophetZechariah described Christ’s return:“Behold, the day of the LORD is coming. . . I will gather all the nations to battleagainst Jerusalem . . . Half of the cityshall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
 “Then the LORD [Jesus, the prophesiedMessiah] will go forth and fight againstthose nations, as He fights in the day ofbattle. And in that day His feet will standon the Mount of Olives, which facesJerusalem on the east. And the Mount ofOlives shall be split in two, from east towest, making a very large valley; half ofthe mountain shall move toward the northand half of it toward the south” (Zecha-riah 14:1-4). At the end of this battle “theLORD shall be King over all the earth”(verse 9).
 From these scriptures the main thrustof Revelation becomes clear. It portraysin vivid symbols the judgment of God inthe last days—at, and just before, thereturn of Christ. He will oversee the finaldestruction of the satanic system labeled
 6 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
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in Revelation as Babylon the Great.
 The real issue: Whom shall we worship?
 At the heart of the end-time conflict isa crucial question: Who will mankindworship—Satan or God? Notice the reli-gious orientation of most of humanity:“So they worshiped the dragon who gaveauthority to the beast; and they worshipedthe beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast?Who is able to make war with him?’”(Revelation 13:4).
 How extensive will this idolatrousworship be? “All who dwell on the earthwill worship him, whose names have notbeen written in the Book of Life . . .”(verse 8). Even now, almost everyone onearth is unwittingly “under the sway ofthe wicked one” (1 John 5:19)—“that ser-pent of old, called the Devil and Satanwho deceives the whole world” (Revela-tion 12:9). Satan’s direct control overhumanity will dramatically intensify atthe time of the end.
 Man is not left without a warning,however. John records his vision of anangel “having the everlasting gospel topreach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people;saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God andgive glory to Him, for the hour of Hisjudgment has come; and worship Himwho made heaven and earth . . .’”(Revelation 14:6-7).
 God sends a clear message through thebook of Revelation: The time draws nearwhen He will no longer tolerate human-ity’s rejection of Him or its worship of thedevil. Satan’s system of idolatrous wor-ship must be wiped from the face of theearth before Christ begins His rule asKing of Kings.
 Pleas of God’s people answered
 The temple in Jerusalem was the cen-ter of ancient Israel’s worship of God.God’s presence was manifested there (2 Chronicles 5:13-14).
 In the book of Revelation God is fre-quently portrayed as seated in a heavenlytemple on His throne (anciently repre-sented by the mercy seat above the Ark of the Covenant in the holiest part of theearthly temple). As he watches angels dis-pense some of the final punishments men-tioned in this book, the apostle John notesthat “a loud voice came out of the templeof heaven, from the throne, saying, ‘It isdone!’” (Revelation 16:17).
 At another time an angel tells John,“Rise and measure the temple of God, thealtar, and those who worship there” (Rev-elation 11:1). Inside this temple God ispictured receiving the prayers of His ser-vants. “Then another angel, having agolden censer, came and stood at the altar.He was given much incense, that he shouldoffer it with the prayers of all the saintsupon the golden altar which was before the throne” (Revelation 8:3).
 What prayer does God hear from Histrue servants over and over again? “Andthey cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘Howlong, O Lord, holy and true, until Youjudge and avenge our blood on those whodwell on the earth?’” (Revelation 6:10).Revelation reveals the circumstancesunder which those who are the true wor-shipers of God will finally have that prayerfor justice answered in full.
 John quotes Jesus promising His ser-vants: “He who overcomes, I will makehim a pillar in the temple of My God . . . I will write on him the name of My Godand the name of the city of My God, theNew Jerusalem . . .” (Revelation 3:12).The tables finally will turn. God’s faithfulservants will be the real winners. God will greatly reward them for their patienceand endurance while they waited for Him to fulfill His promises and answertheir prayers.
 As God intervenes in world affairs andmakes His great power visible to thenations, His true worshipers are repre-sented in Revelation as joyfully singing:“Great and marvelous are Your works,Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Yourways, O King of the saints! Who shall notfear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?For You alone are holy. For all nationsshall come and worship before You, forYour judgments have been manifested”(Revelation 15:3-4).
 Revelation’s patterns of sevens
 Another noticeable feature of the bookof Revelation is its organization accordingto patterns of sevens. The first chapteralone mentions seven churches, sevengolden lampstands, seven spirits, sevenstars and seven angels.
 The major events of the book are orga-nized under seven seals, seven trumpets,seven thunders and seven bowls containingthe seven last plagues. We also encounterseven lamps of fire and a Lamb with sevenhorns and seven eyes.
 Then there is a dragon dominating a
 beast having seven heads and 10 horns.Seven mountains and seven kings are asso-ciated with the heads of that beast. Whatdo the messages conveyed by the repeateduse of seven have in common?
 In the Bible the number seven reflectsthe idea of completeness. For example,seven days comprise a complete week.God introduced this concept immediatelyafter He finished creating our first humanparents: “And on the seventh day Godended His work which He had done, andHe rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then Godblessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all Hiswork which God had created and made”(Genesis 2:2-3).
 Revelation explains how God will bringHis master plan to completion. It outlines a framework on which the prophetic partof that plan is carried out, especially in thelast days.
 The representation of completeness is also important in understanding themessages to the seven churches in chapters 1-3. When we compare thesesymbolic expressions in Revelation toimagery in other parts of the Bible,a clear picture emerges.
 In Revelation God is revealing to hisservants a comprehensive overview of themost significant factors that will affecttheir lives—including their hardships andrewards—until His plan for humankind iscompleted. The concluding chapters (21-22) even give the righteous a brief glimpseinto the nature of their relationships withGod and each other for eternity. Godemphasizes the thoroughness and com-pleteness of this revealed prophetic sum-mary by presenting its most significantaspects in patterns of sevens.
 Although biblical patterns of sevensare symbolic in that they represent com-pleteness, they also usually have somereal, literal fulfillment. For example,God gave the Pharaoh of ancient Egypt adream in which seven lean cows ate sevenfat cows. Then God arranged for Josephto explain to Pharaoh that the dream signified that seven years of agriculturalplenty would be followed by seven yearsof devastating famine.
 By revealing this information toPharaoh in a dream, God inspired him to promote Joseph to a powerful role inEgypt. Joseph was then in a position toshelter and feed his father’s family—asmall clan destined to become the nation
 Keys to Understanding Revelation 7
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of Israel—during the terrible years offamine. God was in control of the dreamand its outcome.
 In the same way God can predict theresult of any aspect of history (Isaiah46:9-10). He can also control it, bringingit to pass as He desires (verse 10). He can reveal details about the future withunwavering accuracy and precision. Sowe should not carelessly assume, as somedo, that the patterns of sevens in Revela-tion have symbolic value only. They generally foretell real events and shouldbe taken seriously.
 The role of the saints
 When John wrote Revelation, Chris-tians were being persecuted, at times mar-tyred, with the approval of the Romanemperors. Revelation frequently contraststhe injustice of the age by emphasizing thefuture governing role of both the Messiahand the saints.
 This is another important aspect of Revelation. The identity of who will havefuture control of the world is one of the
 central features of its prophecies.At the return of Christ we learn:
 “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the seconddeath has no power, but they shall bepriests of God and of Christ, and shallreign with Him a thousand years” (Revela-tion 20:6). In the final chapter we read thatGod’s faithful servants, given eternal life in the resurrection, “shall reign forever andever” (Revelation 22:5).
 Also significant is where they will ini-tially assist Jesus in their governing role.“You have made them to be a kingdomand priests to serve our God, and they willreign on the earth” (Revelation 5:10, NewInternational Version).
 Even at the very beginning of Revela-tion John speaks of “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from thedead, and the ruler over the kings of theearth” (Revelation 1:5). Then John tellsChristians that Jesus “has made us kingsand priests to His God and Father, to Himbe glory and dominion forever and ever”(verse 6).
 Will servants of God who faithfullyendure trials and persecutions—past andfuture—be given real authority in theKingdom of God under Christ? Indeedthey will. As the apostle Paul remindedChristians in Corinth: “Do you not knowthat the saints will judge the world?” (1 Corinthians 6:2).
 Notice Christ’s revelation to John:“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,and judgment was committed to them.Then I saw the souls of those who hadbeen beheaded for their witness to Jesusand for the word of God, who had notworshiped the beast or his image, and hadnot received his mark on their foreheadsor on their hands. And they lived andreigned with Christ for a thousand years”(Revelation 20:4).
 This is part of the incredible futureJesus Christ has planned for His faithfulfollowers—to live and reign with Himforever! Now let’s learn what was proph-esied to happen to those true followers ofChrist down through the centuries untilHis return.
 or whom was the book of Reve-lation written? The first verse tellsus: It was inspired by Jesus Christ
 “to show His servants—thingswhich must shortly take place. And Hesent and signified it by His angel to Hisservant John” (Revelation 1:1).
 In other words, it is written for God’sservants, the Church of God. So it shouldcome as no surprise that the Church itselfis the primary topic of discussion in thefirst three chapters. (See “What Is theChurch?,” page 9.)
 Jesus commissioned His Church to bethe “light of the world” (Matthew 5:14-16). Here in Revelation He symbolicallyintroduces seven specific congregations of the Church as seven lampstands (Revelation 1:12, 20).
 This imagery reminds us of the lamp-stand, with its seven branches, in ancientIsrael’s tabernacle and later the temple(Exodus 25:37; Zechariah 4:2). Now, how-ever, God regards the Church itself as His
 spiritual temple (Ephesians 2:19-22).Since seven represents completeness,
 these seven lampstands seem to portray acomposite picture of the Church of God,the light of the world. Paul explains thatthe Church is one body (1 Corinthians12:12-13; Ephesians 4:4). However, it hasmultiple congregations and members scat-tered throughout the nations. Therefore,these seven specific assemblies of believ-ers appear to effectively represent thetotality of the Church.
 It appears likely that the prophecies ofthe Church in Revelation 2 and 3 have mul-tiple meanings and applications. As oneauthority on the book of Revelation writes:
 “There has been some debate con-cerning the theological significance ofthese seven churches. It is obvious, asthere were many churches located in thearea where these churches were found,that God divinely selected seven andseven only, and did not send messages toother churches that conceivably might
 have been more important . . .“There were from five hundred to one
 thousand townships in the province ofAsia in the first century, some of them far larger than the cities of Thyatira andPhiladelphia, and undoubtedly a numberof them had Christian churches . . . It is understandable that the number ofchurches should be limited to seven as this is the number of completeness or universality in the Scripture, but thereundoubtedly were other principles whichdetermined the selection.
 “First of all, each church needed a par-ticular message, and the spiritual state ofeach church corresponded precisely to the exhortation which was given. Theselection of the churches was also gov-erned by the fact that each church was insome way normative and illustrated con-ditions common in local churches at thattime as well as throughout later history.The messages to the seven churchestherefore embody admonition suitable for
 8 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
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churches in many types of spiritual need.“Along with the messages to the
 churches were exhortations which are per-sonal in character constituting instructionand warning to the individual Christian.Each of the messages as given to thechurches therefore ends in a personalexhortation beginning with the phrase ‘He that hath an ear, let him hear.’
 “Many expositors believe that in addi-tion to the obvious implication of thesemessages the seven churches represent the chronological development of churchhistory viewed spiritually. They note thatEphesus seems to be characteristic of theApostolic Period in general and that theprogression of evil climaxing in Laodiceaseems to indicate the final state of apostasyof the church . . . The order of the mes-sages to the churches seems to be divinelyselected to give prophetically the mainmovement of church history” (JohnWalvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ,1989, pp. 51-52).
 The overall message is, of course, thatChrist reveals the dominant strengths andweaknesses of the Church both in John’sday and through the ages. He plainly tellseach congregation, “He who has an ear,
 let him hear what the Spirit says to thechurches” (Revelation 2:7). He revealswhat appears to be a sweeping picture ofthe future of His Church. In the midst ofthe seven lampstands representing HisChurch until the end of this present age,He appears in all His glory as its Head andHigh Priest (Revelation 1:13; Ephesians4:15; Hebrews 8:1-2).
 Responding to the Church’s intense persecution of the time, Christ assures Hisfaithful servants their suffering is not invain. He, too, had suffered persecution anddeath. So He reminds them: “I was dead,and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades [the grave]” (Revelation 1:18, NewRevised Standard Version).
 Then He urges: “Do not fear any ofthose things which you are about to suffer.Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,and you will have tribulation ten days. Befaithful until death, and I will give you thecrown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
 At that moment in time Christ’s truefollowers were a persecuted and discour-aged body. They longed for Jesus to returnin power and glory to judge their adver-
 saries and establish the Kingdom of God.They desperately needed encouragementand desired a better understanding of whattheir future held.
 They also needed to be put back on thestraight and narrow spiritually. That wasexactly what Christ did for them throughthis book. During this time of extremeadversity, directly instigated by Satan,Christ was revealing to John the frame-work of future events and reminding Hisfaithful servants what He expects of them.
 Works and faithfulness evaluated
 Each congregation exhibits its own setof characteristics. But within these sevenassemblies are common virtues and prob-lems that Christians in all generationsshould either emulate or avoid. These mes-sages make it clear that some congrega-tions and individual members of theChurch were developing serious spiritualdeficiencies—some even allowing Satan to lead them away from their calling.Christ clearly distinguishes the spiritualworks of those acceptable to Him from theworks of those flirting with the “depths ofSatan” (Revelation 2:24).
 He begins with the congregation in the
 What Is the Church?
 Many people have misconceptions about what the wordchurch means. Most equate it with a building. But,
 throughout the Scriptures, church and congregation refer topeople, never to a building. The Church is made up of peoplecalled to follow Jesus Christ. That group of people collectivelyis called “the body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians4:12). It is a spiritually transformed body of believers not limited to a particular locale, organization or denomination.
 The Holman Bible Dictionary, in its article “Church,”explains the background of the word church:
 “Church is the English translation of the Greek word ekkle-sia. The use of the Greek term prior to the emergence of the Christian church is important as two streams of meaningflow from the history of its usage into the New Testamentunderstanding of church.
 “First, the Greek term which basically means ‘called out’was commonly used to indicate an assembly of citizens of aGreek city and is so used in Acts 19:32, 39. The citizens whowere quite conscious of their privileged status over againstslaves and noncitizens were called to the assembly by a heraldand dealt . . . with matters of common concern. When theearly Christians understood themselves as constituting achurch, no doubt exists that they perceived themselves ascalled out by God in Jesus Christ for a special purpose and thattheir status was a privileged one in Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:19).
 “Second, the Greek term was used more than one hundredtimes in the Greek translation of the Old Testament in com-
 mon use in the time of Jesus. The Hebrew term (qahal) meantsimply ‘assembly’ and could be used in a variety of ways, refer-ring for example to an assembling of prophets (1 Sam. 19:20),soldiers (Num. 22:4), or the people of God (Deut. 9:10). Theuse of the term in the Old Testament in referring to the peo-ple of God is important for understanding the term ‘church’in the New Testament.
 “The first Christians were Jews who used the Greek transla-tion of the Old Testament. For them to use a self-designationthat was common in the Old Testament for the people of Godreveals their understanding of the continuity that links the Oldand New Testaments. The early Christians, Jew and Gentile,understood themselves as the people of the God who hadrevealed Himself in the Old Testament (Heb. 1:1-2), as the truechildren of Israel (Rom. 2:28-29) with Abraham as their father(Rom. 4:1-25), and as the people of the New Covenant proph-esied in the Old Testament (Heb. 8:1-13).
 “As a consequence of this broad background of meaningin the Greek and Old Testament worlds, the term ‘church’ isused in the New Testament of a local congregation of called-out Christians, such as the ‘church of God which is at Corinth’(1 Cor. 1:2), and also of the entire people of God, such as in theaffirmation that Christ is ‘the head over all things to thechurch, Which is his body’ (Eph. 1:22-23)” (emphasis added).To better understand how the Bible defines and describes theChurch, please request your free copy of the booklet TheChurch Jesus Built.
 God’s Church in Prophecy 9
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city of Ephesus: “I know your works, yourlabor, your patience . . .” (verse 2). In thefollowing verses Jesus evaluates the worksand faithfulness of each congregation. He compliments the members for theirstrengths. But He also uses expressionslike “Nevertheless I have this against you . . .” (verses 4, 14, 20). He tempers His praise with words of warning.
 He is particularly complimentarytoward those who “have persevered andhave patience, and have labored for Myname’s sake and have not become weary”(verse 3). He makes the point: “. . . Thechurches shall know that I am He whosearches the minds and hearts. And I willgive to each one of you according to yourworks” (verse 23). He appreciates thosewho “cannot bear those who are evil” and“have tested those who say they are apos-tles and are not, and have found themliars” (verse 2).
 Notice Christ’s promises to the faithful:(1) They will “eat from the tree of life,which is in the midst of the Paradise of
 God.” (2) They will “not be hurt by thesecond death.” (3) They will receive “a new name.” (4) They will be given“power over the nations.” (5) They will“be clothed in white garments.” (6) Theywill be pillars “in the temple of My God.”(7) They will “sit with Me on My throne,as I also overcame and sat down with MyFather on His throne” (Revelation 2:7,11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21).
 These promises, along with similarassurances in the remainder of Revelation,must have greatly strengthened andencouraged those early Christians.
 Historian Will Durant writes: “Theinfluence of the Book of Revelation wasimmediate, enduring and profound. Itsprophecies of salvation for loyal believers,and of punishment for their enemies,became the sustenance of a persecutedChurch. Its theory of the millenniumsolaced those who mourned the long delayin the second coming of Christ. Its vividimages and brilliant phrases entered intoboth the popular and the literary speech of
 Christendom” (The Story of Civilization:Part III, Caesar and Christ, 1972, p. 594).
 The Church’s battle with Satan
 But there is an ominous side to Christ’sevaluation of His Church. He refers to the active influence of Satan in drawingChurch members back into the idolatrousand sinful society from which they hadjust escaped. To “the church in Perga-mos” He says, “I know . . . where youdwell, where Satan’s throne is” (Revela-tion 2:12-13). He also reveals that somein Thyatira had strayed into “the depths of Satan” (verse 24).
 False teachers posed another problem.The congregation in Thyatira is censuredfor allowing “that woman Jezebel, whocalls herself a prophetess, to teach andseduce My servants to commit sexualimmorality and eat things sacrificed toidols” (verse 20). The congregation inEphesus is also accosted by “those whosay they are apostles and are not,” but are“liars” (verse 2).
 10 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
 Duality in Bible Prophecy
 Prophetic statements sometimes apply to more than one ful-fillment, a principle we could call “duality.” A prime exam-
 ple of duality is Christ’s first coming to atone for our sins andHis second coming to rule as King of Kings.
 Such dual themes are common in Bible prophecy. Jesusspecifically alluded to the dual application of some propheciesin Matthew 17:11-12. Asked about the prophecy of “Elijah,”who would precede the coming of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5),Jesus responded: “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restoreall things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already . . .”(Matthew 17:11-12).
 The disciples understood that the “Elijah” who had comealready was John the Baptist (verse 13). Jesus Himself explainedthat John, already dead when Christ uttered these words, wasa first fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy.
 But Christ’s clear implication is that another Elijah will pre-cede His second coming, announcing His return just as John theBaptist preceded Christ’s first coming. John no longer could doanything in the future. He was dead! John himself had theunderstanding that he was not the final fulfillment of theprophecy (John 1:21). But, as a forerunner, John had fulfilled,at least in part, Malachi’s prophecy.
 Another prophecy with dual application is Jesus’ Olivetprophecy (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21), so named becauseHe gave it on the Mount of Olives, overlooking Jerusalem.Many conditions described in this prophecy existed in the daysleading up to the Romans’ siege and destruction of Jerusalemin 70. But Christ makes it clear that similar conditions wouldprevail shortly before His return.
 Another example of dual fulfillment is in references to the“Day of the Lord” such as in Isaiah 13:6: “Wail, for the day of the
 LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.”Verse 1 of that chapter identifies the time setting as when
 the Babylonian Empire threatened the kingdom of Judah(Babylon invaded Judah and captured Jerusalem in 587 B.C.),and it is in this setting that Isaiah wrote that “the day of theLORD is at hand!”
 However, he again mentioned the Day of the Lord in verse9: “Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with both wrathand fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and He will destroyits sinners from it.” His subsequent inspired words, though,show that he is writing about the time of the end:
 “For the stars of heaven and their constellations will notgive their light; the sun will be darkened in its going forth, andthe moon will not cause its light to shine.
 “I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for theiriniquity; I will halt the arrogance of the proud, and will lay lowthe haughtiness of the terrible. I will make a mortal more rarethan fine gold, a man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth will move outof her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts and in the day ofHis fierce anger” (verses 10-13).
 We must carefully examine the context of prophecies tounderstand their meaning and discern whether the prophecyseems incomplete after its first fulfillment. It is equally impor-tant to avoid reading duality into passages that do not supportsuch interpretation. We should take great care to properly discern whether duality is a factor in any particular prophecy.
 We should also understand that virtually all interpretationsof how prophecies may be fulfilled are speculative to somedegree. Often we may recognize a prophecy’s fulfillment onlyafter it is well under way or already has taken place.
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The Smyrna congregation experiencesproblems from “those who say they areJews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan” (verse 9). And Pergamos has“those who hold the doctrine of Balaam,who taught Balak to put a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to com-mit sexual immorality.” He adds, “Thusyou also have those who hold the doctrineof the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate”(verses 14-15).
 To most of the Chris-tians in the city of SardisChrist says, “I knowyour works, that youhave a name that you arealive, but you are dead”(Revelation 3:1). Headds: “You have a fewnames even in Sardiswho have not defiledtheir garments; and theyshall walk with Me inwhite, for they are wor-thy” (verse 4). Most ofthe people of this con-gregation are Christiansin name only.
 Those in Philadelphia“have little strength” butthey at least remain faith-ful (verse 8). But theLaodicean congregation isdescribed as lukewarm,“neither cold nor hot” (verse 16). Christtells Laodiceans: “. . . You say, ‘I am rich,have become wealthy, and have need ofnothing’—and do not know that you arewretched, miserable, poor, blind, andnaked” (verse 17).
 These many references and warningstell us that, both from external sources andfrom within the Church of God itself, acorrupted form of Christianity was devel-oping through the influence of the deviland some of those whom he had deceived.
 Peter had warned of this dangerousdevelopment some years earlier when hewrote: “But there were also false prophetsamong the people [of ancient Israel], evenas there will be false teachers among you,who will secretly bring in destructiveheresies, even denying the Lord whobought them, and bring on themselvesswift destruction. And many will followtheir destructive ways, because of whomthe way of truth will be blasphemed”(2 Peter 2:1-2).
 Satan controlled and manipulated an
 apostate religion that began to masqueradeas Christianity as far back as the days ofthe apostles. The messages to the sevencongregations in Asia Minor seem toimply that a counterfeit Christianity is des-tined to be one of Satan’s main instrumentsof deception in the last days.
 Warnings of a false Christianity
 The idea of an apostate religion mas-querading as Christianity may sound
 shocking. But Jesus Himself told His disciples this would happen. When theyasked Him, “And what will be the sign ofYour coming, and of the end of the age?”(Matthew 24:3), He stated that religiousimpostors would come in His name. “Take heed that no one deceives you,” He warned. “For many will come in Myname, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’and willdeceive many” (verses 4-5).
 This prophecy of Jesus has been—andwill be—fulfilled in two ways. First, reli-gious leaders claiming to be the Christ—the prophesied Messiah—rise and gainfollowings for themselves. Second, and far more widespread, are those who comein the name of Christ, claiming to be His spiritual representatives but whoseteachings in reality are contrary to Hisinstructions and so lead people astray.
 What, according to Christ, would be the consequences of this deception? “Thenthey will deliver you up to tribulation andkill you, and you will be hated by allnations for My name’s sake. And then
 many will be offended, will betray oneanother, and will hate one another. Thenmany false prophets will rise up anddeceive many” (verse 9-11).
 Faithful Christians were prophesied tobecome a distinct minority and, at the timeof the end, be intensely persecuted by amuch larger and far more powerful falsereligion claiming to worship Christ.
 Throughout the book of Revelationthis false religion, posing as the true
 religion, is presented as wielding incredibleinfluence at the time ofthe end. The almostunbelievable power thatwill be displayed by thegreat “false prophet”of Revelation will beone of the major signsthat the end of the age is imminent.
 Jesus explained that,at the time of the end,“there will be great dis-tress, unequalled fromthe beginning of theworld until now—andnever to be equalledagain . . . At that time if anyone says to you,‘Look, here is theChrist!’ or, ‘There heis!’ do not believe it.For false Christs and
 false prophets will appear and performgreat signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible”(Matthew 24:21-24, NIV).
 Christ reveals to His servants that, evenduring the lifetime of John, Satan wasalready developing a corrupted version of Christianity. He was already recruitinga following within the Church Jesus hadfounded. (You can read the history ofthese two entirely different forms ofChristianity, one faithful to Christ and the other deceived by Satan, when yourequest your free copy of the booklet The Church Jesus Built.)
 The prophecies given by Christ and His apostles concerning the developmentof a counterfeit Christianity came to passjust as they had predicted. This counterfeiteven now dominates the world’s religiousscene—but to nowhere near the extent itwill in the coming years.
 Now let’s examine why we shouldhave confidence in the other propheciescontained in the book of Revelation.
 The Book of Revelation’s Divine Authority 11
 The church in the city of Ephesus, in modern-day Turkey, was the first ofseven addressed in Revelation. Long since abandoned, Ephesus was a thriv-ing city in John’s day and is mentioned often in the New Testament,.
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12 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
 The Book of Revelation’sDivine Authority
 ver the years critics have chal-lenged the inspiration of thebook of Revelation because its literary form is similar to a
 controversial body of writings known asapocalyptic literature. This type of litera-ture was fairly common just before andduring the apostolic era. Well-meaningauthors, concerned about conditions inthat era (200 B.C. to A.D. 100), oftenemployed this dramatic form of writing to express their views on how the age-oldconflict between good and evil finallywould be resolved.
 Apocalyptic writers frequently bor-rowed symbols and other imagery fromthe Old Testament prophets. But far toooften they enhanced and embellished bibli-cal material to suit their own fantasies.Hoping to give their theories greaterweight and authority, they falsely attrib-uted their writings to notable prophets andfigures from the past. By using deceptivepseudonyms, the authors gave their writ-ings the appearance of having been writtenby well-known prophets of ancient timeswhile concealing their true identity.
 As a result, apocalyptic writing as aclass of literature is generally recognizedas unreliable, lacking credibility and hav-ing no legitimate claim to divine authority.Regrettably, far too many scholars and crit-ics place the book of Revelation, the Apoc-alypse of the Bible, in the same class.
 They don’t realize that the book ofRevelation is in a class of its own. Its dra-matic symbolism comes from the divineauthor of all the other books of the Bible,not from the imaginations of John. Johnsimply recorded what Jesus Christrevealed to him.
 The writings of John are of the samegenre as Old Testament prophecies. Hewas a faithful disciple of Jesus Himself.He makes it clear he received his propheticvisions directly from Christ, making him aprophet in his own right. Unlike the apoca-lyptic writers of his era who hid behinddeceptive pseudonyms, John clearly iden-tifies himself and explains in vivid detailhow he received the visions and messagesincluded in the book of Revelation.
 John’s vision of God’s throne
 In chapters 4 and 5 John describesbeing transported in vision into heaven tothe very throne of God. Here He sees Godthe Father holding a sealed scroll contain-ing the prophetic message He wantsrevealed to His people, the Church of God.
 As John is invited to appear beforeGod, a voice tells him: “Come up here,and I will show you things which musttake place after this” (Revelation 4:1). In chapters 1-3 John recorded revelationsprimarily about “the things which are”(Revelation 1:19)—conditions thatendangered, and would continue toendanger, the Church. But now Johnbegins receiving visions of “things whichmust take place after this”—propheciespertaining to the future.
 But, before John relates these prophe-cies to his readers, he establishes thesource and authenticity of his visions:“Immediately I was in the Spirit; andbehold, a throne set in heaven, and Onesat on the throne” (Revelation 4:2). Thenhe describes, awestruck, how he wastaken in a vision to the throne of God to witness a ceremony.
 Isaiah, Ezekiel and Daniel had similarexperiences. They received visions of Godappearing to them on His throne. Isaiahwrote: “In the year that King Uzziah died,I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, highand lifted up, and the train of His robefilled the temple” (Isaiah 6:1). Notice Isaiah’s reaction:
 “So I said: ‘Woe is me, for I amundone! Because I am a man of uncleanlips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen theKing, the LORD of hosts.’Then one of theseraphim flew to me, having in his hand alive coal which he had taken with the tongsfrom the altar. And he touched my mouthwith it, and said: ‘Behold, this has touchedyour lips; your iniquity is taken away, andyour sin purged.’
 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, say-ing: ‘Whom shall I send, and who will gofor Us?’Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’And He said, ‘Go, and tell this people . . .’”(verses 5-8; compare Ezekiel 1:26-28;
 2:1-5; 10:1, 4; Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14).God here identifies Himself as the
 author of the prophecies recorded by thesemen. Their visions came directly from Histhrone! They carried His divine authority.
 The source of John’s visions
 The book of Revelation carries thesame authority. God was equally careful in revealing to John the source of hisprophetic visions. God wanted him—andus—to understand that He, the SupremeRuler of the universe, personally revealsthe contents of the book of Revelation.
 John sees God’s throne surrounded byheavenly witnesses. During the ensuingceremony the elders bow in worshipbefore the living Creator God. Then theysing these words: “You are worthy, OLord, to receive glory and honor andpower; for You created all things, and byYour will they exist and were created”(Revelation 4:11).
 Notice what John saw next. “And I sawin the right hand of Him who sat on thethrone a scroll written inside and on theback, sealed with seven seals” (Revela-tion 5:1). Here is the real author of thebook of Revelation, the Supreme Ruler of the universe. In His right hand are theprophecies of the book of Revelation,sealed and unreadable.
 That, however, quickly changes. Christis authorized to open the seals and revealthe contents of the scroll. “But one of theelders said to me [John], ‘Do not weep.Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, theRoot of David, has prevailed to open thescroll and to loose its seven seals’” (Reve-lation 5:5). Verses 6-7 then describe howJesus, the Lamb slain for our sins, takesthe scroll from His Father’s hand. Theaudience then kneels before Christ,holding symbolic “golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of thesaints” (verse 8).
 The message is obvious. The scroll,now in Christ’s hands, contains the answerto the continuous prayers of God’s peoplefor justice and deliverance and for theestablishment of the Kingdom of God to rule on earth (Matthew 6:33).
 O
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Notice the audience’s reaction: “Theysing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, foryou were slaughtered and by your bloodyou ransomed for God saints from everytribe and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a
 kingdom and priests serving our God,and they will reign on earth’” (Revelation5:9-10, NRSV).
 Here is the heart of the prophecies inRevelation. They explain how and whenour faithful God will avenge the enemiesof the called, chosen and faithful servants
 of God. They explain His judgments on allevildoers and the victory He will achieveover them. They explain the reward theSon of God, Jesus the Messiah, will bringto His faithful saints.
 Now let’s examine just what thoseprophecies contain.
 evelation’s main prophetic message is unveiled primarilythrough seven sets of symbols
 sketched on a scroll fastenedwith seven successive seals. Jesus Christbreaks the seals and opens the scrollbefore John’s eyes (Revelation 6:1). John sees and describes the symbols of the vision, each having a specificprophetic significance.
 As we have already seen, Christ alone has the right to unveil the meaningof the seals. But He does not fully explain each seal in this context. In fact,He had already—before His death andresurrection—revealed the keys we needto understand the seals.
 This information is recorded in Mat-thew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. The writ-ers of each of these three Gospel accountsrecord Jesus’answer to the questions His disciples asked Him concerning whenHe would come again and what would bethe sign of His coming and the end of theage. “Now as He sat on the Mount ofOlives, the disciples came to Him pri-vately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will thesethings be? And what will be the sign ofYour coming, and of the end of the age?’”(Matthew 24:3).
 Jesus revealed to them the trends and conditions that would dominate theworld until His return. The seals of Reve-lation 6 symbolically portray the sameconditions in the same sequence Christhad earlier described.
 Most of Revelation—about two thirdsof its content—is devoted to the seventhseal. The contents of the first six seals arefound in chapter 6 alone.
 Chapter 7 interrupts the explanation of the seals to explain that 144,000 of thephysical descendants of Israel, after being
 spiritually converted, will be protectedfrom the seven plagues heralded by trum-pet blasts. It also explains that during thegreat tribulation a great multitude fromevery nation on earth will repent and turn to God.
 The events corresponding to the seventhseal dominate the remainder of the book.
 Why God’s judgment is needed
 The first five seals correspond to adver-sities that are to afflict vast portions ofhumanity, including some of God’s ser-vants, between the first and second appear-ances of Christ. These hardships, havingalready begun in the lifetime of John,extend to the time of the end. Concerningthese particular afflictions, Jesus had ear-lier warned that “all these are the begin-ning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:8). He alsosaid: “. . . Do not be terrified; for thesethings must come to pass first, but the endwill not come immediately” (Luke 21:9).
 We should remember that the primarytime frame for Revelation’s main prophe-cies is the Day of the Lord. It is the day ofGod’s judgment and wrath on the nations.The occurrences of that time are the specificsubject of the seventh seal.
 The first five seals describe conditionsthat predate the Day of the Lord. These arethe afflictions that make God’s interven-tion and judgment necessary and just.They describe the particular end-timeapplication of Satan’s enduring deceptionof humanity, his persecution of the saintsand the unending pattern of war—with itshorrible consequences—that are the fruitsof his deception.
 Under the sixth seal we see portrayed a stunning display of signs and wonders inthe heavens. This will transpire just beforethe Day of the Lord, announcing that
 God’s wrath and judgment are at hand.Now notice Jesus personally identifying
 the adversities associated with the seals:“Take heed that no one deceives you. Formany will come in My name, saying, ‘Iam the Christ,’and will deceive many. Andyou will hear of wars and rumors of wars . . . Nation will rise against nation, andkingdom against kingdom. And there willbe famines, pestilence, and earthquakes invarious places. All these are the beginningof sorrows. Then they will deliver you upto tribulation and kill you, and you will behated by all nations for My name’s sake”(Matthew 24:4-9).
 Let’s compare what Jesus told His dis-ciples in Matthew 24 to what John saw aseach seal was opened.
 The first seal: false religion
 John reports: “I watched as the Lambopened the first of the seven seals. Then. . . I looked, and there before me was awhite horse! Its rider held a bow, and hewas given a crown, and he rode out as aconqueror bent on conquest” (Revelation6:1-2, NIV).
 What is the meaning of this mysteriousrider? What is the object of his conquest?
 In Revelation 19:11, in a much latertime frame, Jesus Christ is pictured asreturning victoriously on a white horse.Does this seal picture the returning, con-quering Christ? Certainly this symbolichorseman bears much outward similarityto Christ at His return. But notice signifi-cant differences in the details. Christ iswearing many crowns (verse 12), not justthe one crown this rider wears, and Jesus is pictured with a sword as His weapon(verse 15) rather than a bow. The horse-man of the first seal appears similar to thereturning Christ, but different. Does he
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symbolize the real Christ or an impostor?Now let’s compare this symbolic horse-
 man to the first warning Jesus gave Hisdisciples in the Olivet prophecy. Hewarned them: “Take heed that no onedeceives you. For many will come in Myname, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’and willdeceive many” (Matthew 24:4-5).
 Jesus warned His disciples that the firstadversity they would face would comefrom deceivers. A few verses later Heexplained methods impostors would useas they usurped His name. He reveals thatthey would stamp His name on a religionthat is really a counterfeit Christianity:
 “Then if anyone says to you,‘Look, here is the Christ!’or‘There!’do not believe it. For falsechrists and false prophets will riseand show great signs and wonders todeceive, if possible, even the elect.See, I have told you beforehand.Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look,He is in the desert!’do not go out; or‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’donot believe it” (verses 23-26).
 To be consistent with Jesus’prophecies, this first rider can repre-sent only a deceptive power mas-querading as Christ. Outwardly itwill appear Christian, but in reality itwill be, like the three riders that fol-low, a force for evil and destruction.
 This deception began in the daysof the apostles. But it will reach itsgreatest fulfillment in the last days.For example, Paul says a “lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lordwill consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with thebrightness of His coming” (2 Thes-salonians 2:8). His influence overhumanity will be “according to theworking of Satan, with all power,signs, and lying wonders, and with allunrighteous deception . . .” (verses 9-10).
 At the time of the end the deception of humanity will be so great that most ofthe world will be under the sway of a cor-rupted, counterfeit and idolatrous religioussystem, one that has rejected the trueteachings of the Bible.
 The second seal: the horror of war
 “When the Lamb opened the secondseal . . . another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to takepeace from the earth and to make men slayeach other. To him was given a largesword” (Revelation 6:3-4, NIV).
 This horse, the color of blood, matchesChrist’s second warning. “And you willhear of wars and rumors of wars . . .Nation will rise against nation, and king-dom against kingdom” (Matthew 24:6-7).
 When Jesus founded the Church theRoman Empire was enjoying a briefperiod of peace. But this lasted only a fewdecades, then Rome was again at war. Thispattern was to continue until the time ofthe end when it would reach its climax in“the battle of that great day of GodAlmighty” (Revelation 16:14; 19:11-21).
 But, even before that final battle, thebook of Revelation indicates that global
 warfare already will be underway. Itdescribes massive armies engaged in mil-itary actions that will take hundreds ofmillions of lives.
 The third seal: war’s consequences
 “When the Lamb opened the third seal. . . I looked, and there before me was ablack horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Then I heard whatsounded like a voice among the four livingcreatures, saying, ‘A quart of wheat for aday’s wages, and three quarts of barley fora day’s wages, and do not damage the oiland the wine!’” (Revelation 6:5-6, NIV).
 This seal portrays an extreme scarcity
 of food and other basic necessities of life. It corresponds to Christ’s third warn-ing: “And there will be famines . . .”(Matthew 24:7).
 Scarcity of food and resulting faminesare the natural aftermath of war. At thetime of the end military conflicts amongnations will destroy property and disruptagricultural production, leading to wide-spread and severe scarcity of food andother necessities.
 The fourth seal: the mounting toll
 “When the Lamb opened the fourthseal . . . I looked, and there beforeme was a pale [sickly looking]horse! Its rider was named Death,and Hades [the grave] was follow-ing close behind him. They weregiven power over a fourth of theearth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth” (Revelation6:7-8, NIV).
 This seal describes the conse-quences of famines around theworld that will especially occur atthe time of the end just before theDay of the Lord. These conse-quences will include the breakdownof an orderly society and an incredi-ble number of deaths from the star-vation, plagues (disease epidemics)and violence that follow severefamines. This, of course, corre-sponds with the fourth conditionlisted by Jesus—“pestilence,” ordeadly epidemics of sickness anddisease (Matthew 24:7).
 At the time of the end we canexpect such conditions to impactvarious nations and regions of theworld—and the faithful people of
 God living among them. Conditions insome areas may be similar to the last daysof ancient Israel when God told JeremiahHe would “consume them by the sword,by the famine, and by the pestilence”(Jeremiah 14:12). God does not want Hisservants to be surprised by outbreaks ofsuch tragedies, but to look to Him for help and deliverance.
 The fifth seal: a religious persecution
 “When he opened the fifth seal, I sawunder the altar the souls of those who hadbeen slain because of the word of God andthe testimony they had maintained. Theycalled out in a loud voice, ‘How long,
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Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until youjudge the inhabitants of the earth andavenge our blood?’ Then each of themwas given a white robe, and they were toldto wait a little longer, until the number oftheir fellow-servants and brothers whowere to be killed as they had been wascompleted” (Revelation 6:9-11, NIV).
 Symbolically pictured at the altar inGod’s temple, those who have alreadygiven their lives as martyrs in His serviceare still waiting, on the eve of the Day ofthe Lord, for God’s judgment on thosewho hate Him, His ways and His ser-vants. But they will have to wait a littlelonger because another massivemartyrdom of God’s faithful mustfirst occur.
 Christ had already explained toHis disciples what must take place.“Then they will deliver you up totribulation and kill you, and you willbe hated by all nations for Myname’s sake. And then many will beoffended, will betray one another,and will hate one another. Thenmany false prophets will rise up anddeceive many. And because lawless-ness will abound, the love of manywill grow cold” (Matthew 24:9-12).
 The early Church had scarcelybeen established before persecutionset in. Several of the letters of theapostles refer to the suffering andmartyrdom of faithful members atthe hands of the enemies of theChurch. Most of the apostles met aviolent and early death. The epistlesof 2 Timothy and 2 Peter record thefinal encouraging thoughts of Pauland Peter as they awaited execution.Brutal persecution and harassmentcontinued in the following decadesand on into later centuries. And it willhappen again.
 Jesus explained that the worst persecu-tion and martyrdom would come at thetime of the end. “For then there will begreat tribulation, such as has not beensince the beginning of the world until thistime, no, nor ever shall be. And unlessthose days were shortened, no fleshwould be saved; but for the elect’s sakethose days will be shortened” (Matthew24:21-22).
 As we will see more clearly later, peo-ple who refuse to worship “the image ofthe beast” in the last days will face the pos-sibility of execution (Revelation 13:15).The primary targets of this carnage will be
 those “who keep the commandments ofGod and have the testimony of JesusChrist” (Revelation 12:17).
 Additional prophecies explain that thistime of great tribulation and persecutionwill also be visited upon God’s peoplewho are the modern physical descendantsof the 12 tribes of ancient Israel (see “The‘Time of Jacob’s Trouble,’” page 24).
 The sixth seal: signs in the skies
 “I watched as he opened the sixth seal.There was a great earthquake. The sunturned black like sackcloth made of goathair, the whole moon turned blood red, and
 the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figsdrop from a fig-tree when shaken by astrong wind. The sky receded like a scroll,rolling up, and every mountain and islandwas removed from its place” (Revelation6:12-14, NIV).
 Did Christ explain when, in thesequence of prophesied events, these awe-some and fearful heavenly signs wouldoccur? He certainly did: “Immediatelyafter the tribulation of those days the sunwill be darkened, and the moon will notgive its light; the stars will fall fromheaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken” (Matthew 24:29).
 Now notice, in the concluding descrip-
 tion of the sixth seal, what is to follow the heavenly signs: “And the kings of theearth, the great men, the rich men, thecommanders, the mighty men, everyslave and every free man, hid themselvesin the caves and in the rocks of the moun-tains, and said to the mountains androcks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from theface of Him who sits on the throne andfrom the wrath of the Lamb! For the greatday of His wrath has come, and who isable to stand?’” (Revelation 6:15-17; compare Zephaniah 1:14-17).
 Note the order of these three separateevents: First comes the tribulation, as
 described in the fifth seal. Next theheavenly signs, described in thesixth seal, occur. After the heav-enly signs is the Day of the Lord,the day of God’s wrath.
 The heavenly signs occur afterthe time of tribulation has begunbut before the Day of the Lordbegins. The prophet Joel confirmsthis: “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:blood and fire and pillars ofsmoke. The sun shall be turnedinto darkness, and the moon intoblood, before the coming of thegreat and awesome day of theLORD” (Joel 2:30-31).
 Why is this so significant?
 Satan lashes out
 The end-time persecution andmartyrdom of the saints (alsoencompassing the physicaldescendants of ancient Israel)begins before the heavenly signsand is both the product and theexpression of Satan’s wrath. Laterin Revelation John describes hearing a voice from heaven
 announcing: “Woe to the inhabitants ofthe earth and the sea! For the devil hascome down to you, having great wrath,because he knows that he has a shorttime” (Revelation 12:12).
 Knowing his time is short, what doesSatan do? “Now when the dragon saw thathe had been cast to the earth, he perse-cuted the woman who gave birth to themale Child” (verse 13).
 The woman represents the people ofGod. At the time of the end Satan will trigger many destructive events. Becausehis time is short, he will mobilize adeceived humanity into a frenzy of hatredand destruction against anything and
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anyone that represents the true God.This point is extremely important.
 Satan’s vindictive rampage of terror will belaunched against the natural descendants ofthe tribes of Israel as well as the convertedservants of Christ before the heavenly signsannounce the Day of the Lord.
 This means that Satan’s wrath—thetime when great tribulation will fall onGod’s people—will have been underwayfor some time before the beginning ofGod’s wrath. Even after the time of God’s wrath—the Day of the Lord—Satan’s destructive war on God’speople apparently will not ceaseuntil he is bound at Jesus’ return(Revelation 20:1-2).
 Notice that the woman ofchapter 12 will be “nourished fora time and times and half a time [ayear, years and half a year], fromthe presence of the serpent” (verse14). Even though God will nour-ish, strengthen and protect someof His people during that terribletime, many others, as we havealready seen, will be killed.
 Revelation 11:2 tells us thatJerusalem is to be trampled underfoot by gentiles for 42months (Revelation 11:2). Godalso promises to raise up twoprophets to be His witnesses for 1,260days (verse 3).
 That each of these periods equals 31⁄2years appears to be significant. These ref-erences indicate that a total of 31⁄2 yearselapses from the beginning of Satan’sattack on the people of God until his politi-cal and religious system is destroyed andhe is locked away at Christ’s return.
 The day of God’s wrath will be brief
 The length of God’s judgment isnowhere specified in Revelation, unless itis implied in the expression “the great dayof His wrath” (Revelation 6:17). In someother prophetic passages God specifies thata “day” represents a year of punishment(Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:4-6). If thatsame principle applies here in Revelation,the Day of the Lord (“the day of Hiswrath”) would be the final year beforeChrist returns.
 It would probably also correspond tothe last year of the 31⁄2 years of Satan’swrath. In other words, God’s punishmentson the Day of the Lord would overlapSatan’s vengeance on God’s people for a period of one year (Isaiah 34:8)—the
 final year of the last 31⁄2 years.This time frame seems to be what John,
 under the inspiration of Christ, was indi-cating for the major end-time eventsdescribed in Revelation. And it is entirelycompatible with Christ’s words. As Hesaid: “If those days had not been cut short,no one would survive, but for the sake ofthe elect those days will be shortened”(Matthew 24:22, NIV). He indicates thatall the events specifically related to the endtime will occur within a brief time.
 The description of the sixth seal in
 Revelation 6 ends with the words: “For the great day of His wrath has come, andwho is able to stand?” (verse 17). Thisannounces the Day of the Lord, the subjectof the seventh seal. Yet the opening of theseventh seal is not discussed until the begin-ning of chapter 8. John interrupts the storyflow of the seven seals to show that 144,000are sealed and a great innumerable multi-tude are converted from all nations in thistime of worldwide turmoil.
 The sealing of the 144,000
 First, an angel announces, “Do notharm the earth, the sea, or the trees [all arementioned as being devastated by the firstfour trumpet plagues in chapter 8] till wehave sealed the servants of our God ontheir foreheads” (Revelation 7:3).
 Why are the 144,000 sealed? One key isgiven later when another angel commandslocustlike implements of war “not to harmthe grass of the earth, or any green thing,or any tree, but only those men who do nothave the seal of God on their foreheads”(Revelation 9:4).
 In other words, those who are sealed are chosen by God and survive the great
 tribulation. And now the massive devasta-tion of the coming trumpet plagues thatGod will inflict on mankind during theDay of the Lord will not harm them. Theymay continue to experience some of theeffects of Satan’s vengeance, even duringthe Day of the Lord, but their sealing guar-antees that the punishments representingGod’s wrath will in no way affect them.
 Who are these 144,000? How are theyidentified?
 “And I heard the number of those whowere sealed. One hundred and forty-four
 thousand of all the tribes of thechildren of Israel were sealed”(Revelation 7:4). These are lit-eral, physical descendants of the tribes of Israel who are nowthe converted servants of JesusChrist—probably having beenconverted during the first part of the “great tribulation” period.Like the Church (James 1:18),the natural descendants ofancient Israel also are desig-nated in the Scriptures as God’s“firstfruits” (Jeremiah 2:3).
 The 144,000 of Revelation 7are mentioned again in Revela-tion 14, where it becomes clearthat these spiritual “firstfruits,”of the tribes of Israel, will have
 repented and been converted before thebeginning of the Day of the Lord. They aredescribed as being redeemed and withoutfault. They are represented as having arelationship both with God the Father andJesus Christ as the Lamb of God.
 “Then I looked, and behold, a Lambstanding on Mount Zion, and with Him onehundred and forty-four thousand, havingHis Father’s name written on their fore-heads. And I heard a voice from heaven,like the voice of many waters, and like thevoice of loud thunder. And I heard thesound of harpists playing their harps. They sang as it were a new song before thethrone, before the four living creatures, andthe elders; and no one could learn that songexcept the hundred and forty-four thousandwho were redeemed from the earth.
 “These are the ones who were notdefiled with women, for they are virgins.These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These wereredeemed from among men, being first-fruits to God and to the Lamb. And intheir mouth was found no deceit, for theyare without fault before the throne ofGod” (Revelation 14:1-5).
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The great innumerable multitude
 “After these things I looked, andbehold, a great multitude which no onecould number, of all nations, tribes, peo-ples, and tongues, standing before thethrone and before the Lamb, clothed withwhite robes, with palm branches in theirhands, and crying out with a loud voice,saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”(Revelation 7:9-10).
 In contrast to the 144,000 Israelites,this multitude is made up of people from the many nationalities and ethnicgroups on earth—from their tribes, clansand languages.
 Making them special is that they haveall “come out of the great tribulation, andwashed their robes and made them whitein the blood of the Lamb” (verses 13-14).They are converted servants of God,having already suffered from and, asseems to be implied, been converted pri-marily during the first 21⁄2 years of the greattribulation—before the beginning of theDay of the Lord.
 There is no firm agreement among biblical interpreters as to what the text ofRevelation 7 implies about the immediate
 future of this multitude. These people are, however, promised eternal life—salvation—with the rest of the saints atthe return of Christ.
 Some interpret the receiving of “whiterobes” by the great innumerable multitudeas an indication they may have alreadybeen martyred by the beginning of the Dayof the Lord. If so, they will be resurrectedat Christ’s coming—just as those martyrsgiven white robes in Revelation 6:11 must“wait” until their deaths are avenged (dur-ing the Day of the Lord) to be resurrectedto eternal life at Christ’s return.
 Another view is that the innumerablemultitude, like the 144,000, will survivethe great tribulation and will continue tolive and be sheltered by God during theDay of the Lord.
 The New Revised Standard Versionseems to advocate this meaning by theway it translates Revelation 7:15: “For thisreason they are before the throne of God,and worship him day and night within histemple, and the one who is seated on thethrone will shelter them.”
 Other translations, however, are lessspecific in their rendering of this verse.The reason for this is that the original
 Greek wording states only that God will“dwell” (or “tabernacle”) among them.The conclusion that they remain alive andare sheltered from further harm during the Day of the Lord is then deduced fromthis promise.
 Even though their specific application is somewhat ambiguous, the promisesgiven in the next two verses are generallyregarded as reinforcements of this deduc-tion: “They shall neither hunger anymorenor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strikethem, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherdthem and lead them to living fountains ofwaters. And God will wipe away every tearfrom their eyes” (verses 16-17).
 Unmistakably clear in Revelation 7 is that a great harvest of true and faithfulChristians will occur during the first yearsof the great-tribulation period. Thatimmense spiritual harvest will be reapednot only from the literal tribes of Israel but from the others nations and peoplesthroughout the earth. The powerful preach-ing of God’s two witnesses (chapter 11)will no doubt contribute greatly to the conversion of this vast number during that frightening and deadly time.
 he opening of the seventh seal isaccompanied by “silence in heavenfor about half an hour” (Revelation8:1). All creation is awed by what
 is about to happen. The Day of the Lord,the event angels and saints have antici-pated for thousands of years, has finallyarrived. Centuries of prayers from thesaints are symbolically compared to thefragrance of burning incense ascendingfrom the temple altar to the very presenceof God in heaven (verses 3-5). The answerto those prayers is now imminent.
 Once the seventh seal is broken, theentire scroll is finally opened. Much of theremainder of the book of Revelation issubdivided into seven major parts, eachsignified by the blast of a trumpet.
 In the ancient world trumpets oftenwere used to announce the approach orarrival of danger. They serve a similar
 purpose in Revelation. Here they announcethe main phases of God’s judgment on thispresent evil world—and on the devil, whohas deceived it.
 Combined, the seven trumpets (chapters8-11) provide us with a summary of whatwill happen during the time known as theDay of the Lord. Revelation explains anddescribes the type of punishment eachtrumpet blast represents.
 Most of the following chapters (12-20)fill in details concerning the Day of theLord, particularly about the persecutingworldly powers led and controlled bySatan and Jesus’victory over those pow-ers. Chapters 21-22 give us a brief glimpseof the saints’eternal reward.
 The first four trumpets
 The targets of the first four trumpetsare “the earth and the sea” (Revelation
 7:2). Though some deaths will result from these plagues, they are primarilydirected toward the earth’s life-supportsystem. They devastate a third of theearth’s environment. God, our Creator,will provide ample evidence to everyhuman being that He has full control overour life-sustaining environment.
 Notice exactly what is affected by thefirst four trumpet plagues. First “a third ofthe trees” and “all green grass” are burnedup. Next “a third of the sea” turns to blood.Then “a third of the rivers and . . . springsof waters” are poisoned, bringing manymore deaths.
 Finally, light from the sun, the moonand the stars is obscured. A plague ofdarkness similar to what happened inEgypt during the days of Moses engulfs at least a third, possibly all, of the earth(Revelation 8:7-12).
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Although these events are terrifying,God remains merciful. He has always pre-ferred to impose lesser punishments firstso people could see the need to repent. As He told Ezekiel: “Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no plea-sure in the death of the wicked, but thatthe wicked turn from his way and live’”(Ezekiel 33:11).
 Rarely have whole nations repented andchanged because of God’s warning pun-ishments. Most people tend to become bit-ter toward God rather than admitting theirown callous behavior and evil thoughts.Though the first four trumpets may cause a few to abandon their evil ways, most of humanity will not repent, evenwhen later afflicted by far greaterpunishments (Revelation 9:20-21;16:9-11).
 When mankind stubbornlyrefuses to repent, God increasesthe severity of His punishments.“And I looked, and I heard anangel flying through the midst ofheaven, saying with a loud voice,‘Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitantsof the earth, because of theremaining blasts of the trumpet ofthe three angels who are about tosound!’” (Revelation 8:13).
 Specifying the next three trumpetblasts as woes aptly describes thepunishments they represent. Now the targets are “the inhabitants of theearth.” The people themselves will be thedirect recipients of God’s punishments.
 The fifth trumpet plague
 Like the second and fourth trumpets,the fifth blast is reminiscent of the plaguesthat fell on ancient Egypt. This afflictionemerges out of a darkened atmosphere,possibly polluted with smoke, dust and ash from the preceding plagues. Locustlikedevices with “breastplates of iron, and thesound of their wings . . . like the sound of chariots”—possibly deadly military aircraft similar to modern helicopters—torture people like the sting of a scorpion(Revelation 9:1-10).
 Though the sources of the afflictions are not specified, their effects are strikinglysimilar to the effects of modern chemicalor biological warfare. The director or“king” of this wave of affliction isdescribed as “the angel of the Abyss,whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon” (verse 11, NIV).
 These titles, in Hebrew and Greek,
 mean “destruction” and “destroyer,”respectively. As noted earlier, as the end ofhis reign approaches, Satan is filled with“great wrath, because he knows that he hasa short time” (Revelation 12:12). He is theguiding force as massive armies gather fortheir brutal mission. But God remains incontrol. Notice the limitations He puts onthe locustlike conduits of human suffering.“They were commanded not to harm thegrass of the earth, or any green thing, orany tree, but only those men who do nothave the seal of God on their foreheads”(Revelation 9:4).
 Notice they are not sent to kill people(verse 5), only to torment them. So far
 these punishments have been directedtoward the environment. But now God’sanger is directed toward those who stillrefuse to repent. The agony caused by thisplague will be so intense that many willprefer to die. “In those days men will seekdeath and will not find it; they will desireto die, and death will flee from them”(verse 6). God is still giving the world’sinhabitants an opportunity to recognizejust how angry He is with their rebelliousbehavior so they can understand that Hewill no longer tolerate their sins.
 Notice that God’s timetable for thispunishment is precise. This particularplague will affect humans for five months(verse 10). God is in control of what willhappen and the length of time it will last.
 After five months of terrible afflictions,an angel announces: “One woe is past.Behold, still two more woes are comingafter these things” (verse 12).
 The sixth trumpet plague
 A voice tells the angel who holds the
 sixth trumpet: “Release the four angelswho are bound at the great river Euphrates”(Revelation 9:14).
 The Euphrates was the easternmostboundary of the Roman Empire at the timeof the writing of Revelation. Except for abrief period later during the reign of theemperors Trajan and Hadrian, whenMesopotamia and Assyria becameprovinces of Rome, the Euphrates wasgenerally considered the dividing linebetween the Roman provinces and territo-ries controlled by other kings to the east.
 It is not clear whether this river willplay a similar role at the time of the end.But this could be implied in the wording
 of Revelation 16:12, where“kings from the east” are againspecifically associated with theEuphrates River.
 Now to the next event. “And the four angels who hadbeen kept ready for this veryhour and day and month andyear were released to kill a third of mankind” (Revelation9:15, NIV).
 By this time in John’s visionsall nations have refused torepent. They have refused torespond to God’s warningsthrough famine, pestilence andenvironmental disasters, or theagony of the fifth trumpet.Therefore God will no longer
 restrain the beginning of an all-out worldwar—a global conflict that will soon climax at Christ’s return.
 The time has arrived for God to allowman to slaughter his fellow human beingswithout restraint (except for those righ-teous few whom He has already sealed).An unimaginable carnage is about tobegin. One third of the earth’s populationwill die in this conflagration. Apparentlythis will be in addition to the deaths fromfamines, disease epidemics and other catastrophes mentioned earlier—such asthose over “a fourth of the earth” that werespecified under the fourth seal.
 John vividly describes this terrifyingend-of-the-age conflict in the only way he can—in the language of the first cen-tury: “The number of the mounted troopswas two hundred million. I heard theirnumber. The horses and riders I saw in myvision looked like this: Their breastplateswere fiery red, dark blue, and yellow assulphur. The heads of the horses resem-bled the heads of lions, and out of their
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mouths came fire, smoke and sulphur.“A third of mankind was killed by the
 three plagues of fire, smoke and sulphurthat came out of their mouths. The powerof the horses was in their mouths and intheir tails; for their tails were like snakes,having heads with which they inflictinjury” (verses 16-19, NIV).
 John could portray a terrifying array of modern weapons only with the vocab-ulary available to him at that time. Tanksand missiles and aircraft with machineguns, smart bombs and laser-guided mis-siles did not exist, so he could not beginto describe such weapons in a way wewould immediately recognize. When we get into chapters 13-18 we will learnmore details about Satan’s role in thesedestructive events.
 The international warfare that begins at the sounding of the sixth trumpet is thebackground of all the remaining punish-ments in Revelation. Keep this in mind aswe continue. Chapter 10 and the first partof chapter 11 in particular must be viewedagainst this setting. Revelation shows thatthe final battle at the end of this conflictwill be directed against Christ at His return(Revelation 19:19).
 As the return of Christ draws near, thebook of Revelation describes the stubborn,unyielding attitude of most of mankind.“But the rest of mankind, who were notkilled by these plagues, did not repent ofthe works of their hands, that they shouldnot worship demons, and idols of gold, sil-ver, brass, stone, and wood, which can nei-ther see nor hear nor walk. And they didnot repent of their murders or their sor-ceries or their sexual immorality or theirthefts” (Revelation 9:20).
 The seven thunders
 In chapter 10 John sees an angel hold-ing “a little book open in his hand” (verse2). The angel’s voice is compared with theroar of a lion. As the angel speaks Johnhears seven thunderous utterances. ThenJohn says: “. . . I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,‘Seal up the things which the seven thun-ders uttered, and do not write them’”(verses 3-4). Notice that God revealedmore prophecy to John than He allowedhim to record (Revelation 10:1-4).
 Next the angel emphasizes the impor-tance of the imminent seventh trumpet.“The angel . . . swore by Him who livesforever . . . that there should be delay nolonger, but in the days of the sounding of
 the seventh angel, when he is about tosound, the mystery of God would be fin-ished, as He declared to His servants theprophets” (verses 5-7). The climax of thefulfillment of all the prophecies of theBible will occur when Christ returns at the sounding of the seventh trumpet.
 John then receives specific instructions:“‘Go, take the little book . . . and eat it; andit will make your stomach bitter, but it willbe as sweet as honey in your mouth.’ThenI took the little book out of the angel’shand and ate it, and it was as sweet ashoney in my mouth. But when I had eatenit, my stomach became bitter. And he saidto me, ‘You must prophesy again aboutmany peoples, nations, tongues, andkings’” (verses 8-11).
 The prophecies John recorded in Reve-lation will be explained and proclaimed to the nations at the time of the end. Godplans to ensure that the final proclamationof His prophecies, and no doubt the gospelitself, grab the attention of all people!
 God’s two witnesses
 When the time of the end arrives Godwill raise up, in Jerusalem, two prophetsto complete this phase of His work beforeChrist’s return. As His chosen witnesses,these two will carry out a spectacularmission on God’s behalf. They will per-form dramatic miracles as they proclaimGod’s plagues and judgments (Revelation11:1-12).
 They will exercise some of the samesupernatural powers that God ancientlygranted to Elijah and Moses, two of thegreatest prophets of old. “And if anyonewants to harm them, fire proceeds fromtheir mouth and devours their enemies[reminiscent of Elijah]. And if anyonewants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. These have power to shutheaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy [as did Elijah], and theyhave power over waters to turn them toblood, and to strike the earth with allplagues [as did Moses], as often as theydesire” (verses 5-6).
 Their work lasts for 31⁄2 years, the samelength of time Jerusalem will be occupiedby the gentiles (Revelation 11:2-3). Inaddition to their activities described here,they appear to be directly associated withcertain prophecies of Zechariah (verse 4;compare Zechariah 4:3, 11-14).
 We are introduced to the two witnessesat the temple site in Jerusalem. This, too,is significant. Throughout Revelation the
 temple is consistently associated with wor-ship of God. We are told that “the courtwhich is outside the temple . . . has beengiven to the Gentiles”—along with “theholy city” of Jerusalem (Revelation 11:2).
 Jesus had earlier warned that a specificevent will trigger many of the eventsdescribed in the book of Revelation: “Sowhen you see standing in the holy place‘the abomination that causes desolation,’spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let thosewho are in Judea flee to the mountains.”He continued: “For then there will begreat distress, unequalled from the beginning of the world until now—andnever to be equalled again” (Matthew24:15-16, 21, NIV).
 Christ’s words indicate that the devilwill enable the prophetic beast and falseprophet to commandeer the temple area,temporarily making it the center of theirown satanically inspired system of wor-ship. Opposing the beast and false prophetwill be God’s two witnesses. Jerusalemwill find itself in the vortex of a great spiritual battle as prophesied events reachtheir climax.
 But how will the two witnesses andtheir message be received? People willloathe it. Like no other prophets in the history of God’s people, the witnesses andtheir message will truly be “hated by allnations” (Matthew 24:9).
 Yet God is consistent. The effect of His witnesses’ work will be similar to that of other great prophets. For example,God encouraged Ezekiel concerning theeffect of his prophecies: “And when thiscomes to pass—surely it will come—thenthey will know that a prophet has beenamong them” (Ezekiel 33:33). We canexpect no less from these two dynamicend-time prophets.
 They will gain worldwide attention,giving them an unprecedented opportunityto warn the nations that they should repentof their sins and rebellion against God.Then, when God has seen that their mes-sage and warning has been delivered, Hewill allow the beast to execute them. This,too, is part of God’s plan.
 By that time the people of every nationwill have seen and heard frequent reports on the activities of the two prophets throughworldwide communications systems. Thisbecomes clear from John’s statement that“peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies three-and-a-halfdays, and not allow their dead bodies to
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be put into graves” (Revelation 11:7-9).Notice mankind’s reaction to the
 murder of God’s prophets: “And thosewho dwell on the earth will rejoice overthem, make merry, and send gifts to oneanother, because these two prophets tor-mented those who dwell on the earth”(verse 10). The whole world, having hated the two men’s rebukes and calls for repentance, celebrates their deaths.
 But their rejoicing will be short-lived.Three and a half days after their execution,the two prophets will be resurrected—possibly at the very time the seventh trum-pet announces the return of Christ (verses11-13). A startled world will have irrefut-able proof of who is the true God andwhich is His religion!
 What comes next will occur withastounding speed.
 The last trumpet announces Christ’s return
 “The second woe is past. Behold, thethird woe is coming quickly. Then the sev-enth angel sounded: And there were loudvoices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdomsof this world have become the kingdomsof our Lord and of His Christ, and He shallreign forever and ever!’” (Revelation11:14-15).
 We reach the long-awaited return ofJesus, the Son of God, to establish theKingdom of God. “And the twenty-fourelders who sat before God on their thronesfell on their faces and worshiped God,saying: ‘We give You thanks, O Lord GodAlmighty, the One who is and who wasand who is to come, because You have
 taken Your great power and reigned”(verses 16-17).
 For God’s faithful servants this occasioncalls for unrestrained joy and celebration.This is the time when those in the gravereceive victory over death, when their faithin God is totally vindicated. The 24 elders’special prayer of thanksgiving reflects theexuberant gratitude and excitement both theangels and the saints are certain to experi-ence at that time (Revelation 11:16-18).
 Paul explains the importance of thisoccasion for those in the grave awaitingChrist’s return: “Behold, I tell you a mys-tery: We shall not all sleep, but we shallall be changed—in a moment, in thetwinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.For the trumpet will sound, and the deadwill be raised incorruptible, and we shallbe changed.
 “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put onimmortality. So when this corruptible hasput on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be broughtto pass the saying that is written: ‘Death isswallowed up in victory’” (1 Corinthians15:51-54).
 Daniel anticipated and wrote of thiswonderful occasion. He prophesied: “Andmany of those who sleep in the dust of theearth shall awake, some to everlasting life. . .” (Daniel 12:2). He explained: “Thosewho are wise shall shine like the bright-ness of the firmament, and those who turnmany to righteousness like the stars foreverand ever” (verse 3). (For a fuller explana-tion of the tremendous importance to youpersonally of the resurrection at Christ’s
 return, be sure to request your free copy ofthe booklet What Is Your Destiny?)
 We should note, however, that Christ’sreturn does not immediately bring universaljoy. The final “woe” on the inhabitants ofearth commences with the sounding of thelast—the seventh—trumpet. John notes:“The nations were angry; and your wrathhas come. The time has come for judgingthe dead, and for rewarding your servantsthe prophets and your saints and those whoreverence your name, both small andgreat—and for destroying those whodestroy the earth” (Revelation 11:18, NIV).
 The remainder of the book of Revela-tion specifies which worldly entities mustnow quickly be destroyed before the King-dom of God can be established in all itsfullness under Christ’s rule.
 Jesus also emphasizes the Father’sfaithfulness and commitment to fulfillevery promise and prophecy He has evermade by showing John, as the conclusionof this particular vision in Revelation 11,“the ark of His covenant . . . within Histemple” in heaven (verse 19). He remindsus that God will never forget His covenantpromises, which were recorded by Hisprophets (Daniel 9:4).
 One such promise concerns the over-throw of Satan’s system. That is now about to occur. The full measure of God’s judgments is about to be expressedthrough the seven last plagues (Revelation15:1). Babylon the Great, the ruling city in Satan’s end-time empire, will bedestroyed. But, before it is annihilated,Christ reveals to us what it is and why itmust be annihilated.
 evelation 12 first takes us back tothe birth of Jesus to show that theMessiah and God’s chosen peo-
 ple are the focus of Satan’shatred and wrath. It then moves us forwardto the time of Christ’s second coming.
 Satan’s warfare against God’s people—including Christ, the natural descendantsof ancient Israel and all true Christians—is the primary subject of chapters 12 and13. They explain His motivation and intro-duce the worldly powers he will employ
 in his end-time battle against Christ andHis servants.
 John begins: “Now a great signappeared in heaven: a woman clothed withthe sun, with the moon under her feet, andon her head a garland of twelve stars. Thenbeing with child, she cried out in labor andin pain to give birth” (Revelation 12:1-2).This woman symbolizes the people ofGod, chosen to be the light of the world—in contrast with the woman of Revelation17 who is the mother of harlots.
 If you are familiar with the ancestralhistory of ancient Israel, you may remember that Joseph described one ofhis revelatory dreams to his family:“Then he . . . said, ‘Look, I have dreamedanother dream. And this time, the sun,the moon, and the eleven stars boweddown to me.’ So he told it to his fatherand his brothers; and his father rebukedhim and said to him, ‘What is this dreamthat you have dreamed? Shall yourmother and I and your brothers indeed
 Satan’s War Against the People of God
 20 The Book of Revelation Unveiled
 R

Page 21
                        

come to bow down to the earth beforeyou?’” (Genesis 37:9-10).
 Nevertheless, after Joseph becamePharaoh’s chief deputy in Egypt, his fam-ily did bow before him. His dream provedto be a revelation from God.
 Jacob, Joseph’s father, quickly graspedthe symbolism in Joseph’s dream. The sunrepresented Jacob, the moon his wife andthe stars his sons—12 in all, countingJoseph. In other words, the symbolism inJoseph’s dream referred to Jacob’s family,from which the ancient nation of Israeldeveloped. The woman in Revelation 12,clothed with these same symbols, also represents Jacob’s family, after it hasexpanded into a nation—God’s chosenpeople Israel.
 Many hundreds of years after the timeof Joseph, the Jews (descendants of thetribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi) and afew remnants of the other tribes were theonly descendants of ancient Israel remain-ing in Palestine. The mighty RomanEmpire dominated them when the timecame for Jesus, the Messiah, to be born inthe Jewish nation. “She bore a male Childwho was to rule all nations with a rod ofiron. And her Child was caught up to Godand His throne” (Revelation 12:5).
 But notice what happened immediatelyafter Christ’s birth. Satan, symbolized bythe dragon, “stood before the woman whowas ready to give birth, to devour herChild as soon as it was born” (verse 4).The Gospels record how Satan influencedHerod, the Jews’Roman-appointed king,
 to murder all male children 2 years old andyounger in and around Bethlehem in anattempt to eliminate the potential threat tohis throne (Matthew 2:16). He didn’t knowGod had already spared Jesus by havinghis human parents whisk Him off to Egyptuntil Herod died (verses 13-14).
 Because of God’s loving care, Satanwas prevented from destroying the favoredwoman (Revelation 12:6). Nevertheless,Satan will again relentlessly persecute andkill God’s people at the time of the end.
 Satan’s all-out war
 Notice the next event. “And war brokeout in heaven: Michael and his angelsfought with the dragon; and the dragon andhis angels fought, but they did not prevail,nor was a place found for them in heavenany longer. So the great dragon was castout, that serpent of old, called the Devil andSatan, who deceives the whole world; hewas cast to the earth, and his angels werecast out with him” (verses 7-9).
 This event comes shortly before Christreturns to bring “salvation, and strength,and the kingdom of our God” (verse 10).So God’s angel announces: “Thereforerejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of theearth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath,because he knows that he has a shorttime” (verse 12).
 When Satan loses his battle with God’sangels, he directs his fury at the people of God, symbolically represented by a
 woman (verses 13). God promises thisfavored woman a place “where she is nour-ished for a time and times and half a time[31⁄2 years], from the presence of the ser-pent” (verse 14). God will intervene to helpthe woman survive during this time ofunbelievable affliction (verses 15-16).
 Satan’s war will be directed not onlyagainst the natural, physical offspring ofIsrael, as at the birth of Christ, but evenmore specifically against “the rest of heroffspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of JesusChrist” (verse 17).
 Notice that Satan will especially rageagainst commandment-keeping saintswho have remained faithful and obedientto the teachings of Christ in more thanname only. All of them are destined to be hated. Though some are prophesied tosurvive the Satan-inspired onslaught, theScriptures reveal that many others will be martyred. As Christ has alreadywarned: “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will behated by all nations for My name’s sake”(Matthew 24:9).
 The persecuting empire
 The alliance of nations—an end-timerevival of the Roman Empire, as we willsoon see—most actively involved in thispersecution of God’s people is introducedin Revelation 13 as “a beast rising out ofthe sea, having seven heads and ten horns,and on his horns ten crowns, and on hisheads a blasphemous name” (verse 1).
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 The Mark and Number of the Beast
 The second beast of Revelation 13 will cause “all, both smalland great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
 their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buyor sell except one who has the markor the nameof the beast, orthe number of his name” (verses 16-17).
 What is behind this strange-sounding practice? How will itaffect people as the time of the end draws near?
 There is historical evidence that, in the ancient Babylonianculture, slaves “were identified . . . [by] some kind of mark, eithertattooed or branded on the face or the back of the hand . . .”(H.W.H. Saggs, The Greatness That Was Babylon, 1962, p. 173).There may be parallels between this ancient practice and whatGod reveals will happen in the end time.
 Many have speculated about the meaning of this puzzlingprophecy. Some interpret it in terms of supercomputers, uniquepersonal identity numbers and even microchips embeddedunder the skin. Considering the rapid pace of scientific change,it may well involve technologies that haven’t yet been invented.
 Many Bible students believe that forced observance of
 Sunday—a day originally dedicated to the worship of the sun as a god instead of the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath—will be a likely identifying sign of the beast. This viewis strengthened by the fact that other prophecies in the book ofRevelation show a great counterfeit religious figure and systemwill play major roles in leading people away from the true Godand play into Satan’s hands at this time.
 The Bible does not explicitly define the specific methods thatthe beast will use to identify those free to participate in com-merce at the time of the end. Revelation, however, does explainwhich parts of their bodies—their hands and heads—will beused in identifying them.
 However this prophecy is fulfilled, it is clear that it will involvecompromising and contradicting God’s commands. Havingproof that one is officially associated in some way with the beastwill be necessary for one to be allowed to engage in commerce.Exactly how the end-time number of the beast, 666, will be usedand applied is not yet clear. But in some way it will be associatedwith his name and applied to his evil activities.
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This “beast” receives “his power, histhrone, and great authority” from thedragon, Satan (verse 2). Its characteristicsare those of a leopard, a bear and a lion(verse 2).
 Centuries earlier Daniel had describedthese same beasts to symbolize the succes-sive empires of Babylon, Persia and Greece(Daniel 7:4-6; compare with Daniel 8:19-22), each of which would rule the HolyLand. Later that territory would be cap-tured and controlled by Rome. John writesabout the revival of this ancient system:“And I saw one of his heads as if it had
 been mortally wounded, and his deadlywound was healed” (Revelation 13:3).
 At the time of the end all these ancientempires will seem, from a historical perspective, to have been permanentlydestroyed. But much of their ancient cul-tural and religious heritage has been care-fully preserved. From this heritage theend-time revival of the Roman Empire, apowerful alliance of 10 “kings” or rulers—in our day having titles such as president,prime minister and chancellor—will ariseshortly before Christ returns.
 In Daniel 2 the heritage of this powerful
 end-time kingdom or empire is depicted asa statue of a human figure comprised offour metals (verses 31-33). Its head repre-sented Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonianempire (verses 37-38), which conqueredand destroyed Jerusalem in 587 B.C. Thedominant powers after Babylon, repre-sented by other parts of the image, werethe Medo-Persian empire, the Greekempire established by Alexander the Greatand the Roman empire (verses 39-40).
 God calls Daniel’s attention to the feetof the statue: “As the toes were partly ironand partly clay, so this kingdom will be
 The Two Women of Revelation
 The events described in the second half of the book of Rev-elation are directly related to the past and future of two
 symbolic women who are diametrical opposites. The first(Revelation 12) represents those who have been God’scovenant people—the “Church of God”—both Old Testa-ment Israel and the New Testament called-out servants ofChrist. The particular identity of this woman (national Israelor the New Testament Church) in the prophecies of Revela-tion is determined by the context and other scriptures.Jerusalem, the holy city, is portrayed as their spiritual home(Revelation 11:2).
 In the future Christ’s faithful followers will become theeternally righteous community of the saved in the city ofNew Jerusalem. They are those who “keep the command-ments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Reve-lation 12:17; compare 14:12; 22:14). Yet, by most in thispresent age they are despised, rejected and persecuted.
 But this woman, the true Church of God, is cherished byChrist. For a long time she has prepared herself to become Hisbride (Ephesians 5:27, 29; Revelation 19:7-9). She will sit withHim on His throne and share in reigning over those who inthis age have rejected and despised her (Revelation 3:21). She will assist Christ in teaching God’s ways to all nations(Revelation 20:6; Micah 4:2).
 The second woman, represented as a faithless harlot, isanother great city. “And on her forehead a name was writ-ten: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OFTHE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH . . . [She is] drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs ofJesus” (Revelation 17:5-6).
 What does she symbolize? “And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth” (verse 18). She will be the pride of this world. Butshe will also have been the relentless persecutor of trueChristians. God accuses her of being “drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus”(verse 6).
 Her influential relationships reach into the highest politi-cal and social circles—“the kings of the earth have commit-ted fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth havebecome rich through the abundance of her luxury” (Revela-tion 18:3). “. . . Her sins have reached to heaven, and God hasremembered her iniquities” (verse 5).
 Symbolically, God calls this harlot city—with her intimatebut corrupt entanglements in international affairs—Babylonthe Great. Her cultural and religious roots go back to ancientBabylon, the city where mankind rebelled against God soonafter the great Flood in the time of Noah (Genesis 11:4, 9). Itwas in ancient Babylon that Satan reestablished his controlover mankind for “this present evil age” (Galatians 1:4), theage that followed the days of Noah.
 The Encyclopaedia Britannica describes ancient Babyloniaas a “cultural region occupying southeastern Mesopotamiabetween the Tigris and Euphrates rivers (modern southernIraq from around Baghdad to the Persian Gulf). Because thecity of Babylon was the capital of this area for so many cen-turies, the term Babylonia has come to refer to the entire culture that developed in the area from the time it was first settled, about 4000 BC” (1999 Multimedia Edition,“Babylonia,” emphasis added).
 A modern city labeled Babylon the Great will, like ancientBabylon, set the cultural and religious standards for the end-time political-religious empire of the beast of Revelation.
 The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible explains the biblical implications of this Babylonian heritage: “As therealm of the devil . . . Babylon is . . . understood as the arche-typical head of all entrenched worldly resistance to God.Babylon is an agelong reality including idolatrous kingdomsas diverse as Sodom, Gomorrah, Egypt, Tyre, Nineveh, andRome . . . Babylon, the mother of all harlots, is the greatsource and reservoir of enmity to God, as well as the objecti-fied product of the ‘one mind’ [Revelation 17:13, 17] whichgives power and authority to false gods. As such, she is theantithesis of the virgin bride of Christ, the holy city, the newJerusalem, the kingdom of God” (p. 338; “Babylon (NT),”emphasis added).
 The primary affairs of ancient Babylon were managedprincipally by a hierarchy of priests who cleverly blended illicitsexual practices into their idolatrous religious system. Tracesof their traditions still exist in today’s religious cultures. At thetime of the end many ancient idolatrous concepts will againbe elevated to international acclaim through the efforts of amodern city that has ardently preserved many elements ofancient Babylon’s idolatry.
 How much influence will this great apostate city, this second woman, exert in our modern era?
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partly strong and partly brittle. And just as you saw iron mixed with baked clay, sothe people will be a mixture and will notremain united, any more than iron mixeswith clay. ‘In the time of those kings, theGod of heaven will set up a kingdom thatwill never be destroyed . . .’” (verse 42-44,NIV). In other words the 10 toes of thisimage will exist at the time of the end andwill be smashed by the returning JesusChrist (verses 34, 44-45).
 The 10 toes on the statue of Daniel 2apparently correspond to 10 horns on thebeast described in Revelation 17. What,
 then, do those 10 horns signify?“The ten horns which you saw are ten
 kings who have received no kingdom asyet, but they receive authority for onehour as kings with the beast. These are ofone mind, and they will give their powerand authority to the beast. These willmake war with the Lamb, and the Lambwill overcome them . . .” (Revelation17:12-14).
 The “beast” they collectively form willbe a short-lived, end-time empire ruled by Satan. As we will see later it will be acommercially driven political, religious
 and military entity similar to the empireruled by ancient Babylon.
 In Revelation 13 the beast that will ariseat the time of the end appears to John as acomposite of the empires represented bythe image described in Daniel 2 and thefour beasts of Daniel 7. The fourth beast in Daniel 7 was the Roman Empire,described as different from those that pre-ceded it. The composite beast of Revela-tion 13 is a resurrection of that RomanEmpire, incorporating the characteristicsof the three earlier empires.
 John clearly refers to the other empires
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 “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowlscame and talked with me, saying to me, ‘Come, I will showyou the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, withwhom the kings of the earth committedfornication, and theinhabitants of theearth were madedrunk with the wineof her fornication’”(Revelation 17:1-2).An angel explains toJohn that “the waterswhich you saw, wherethe harlot sits, arepeoples, multitudes,nations, and tongues”(verse 15).
 Citizens of manylands, speaking manylanguages, will cheer-fully embrace hersatanic approach to-ward personal andspiritual relationships—her spiritual har-lotry. They will wel-come, with approvingfascination, her influ-ence and power overthem. She will boast,“I sit as queen, and amno widow, and willnot see sorrow” (Rev-elation 18:7). God,however, labels herthe mother of harlots,a city full of abomina-tions. He condemnsher practices and will destroy her alongwith every corrupt tradition she has preserved.
 In contrast, the first woman, “the church of the livingGod” (1 Timothy 3:15), will become the bride of Christ
 at His return (Revelation 19:7-9). Revelation ends with the people of God, after receiving eternal life,dwelling with Christ and the Father forever. “Then one
 of the seven angelswho had the sevenbowls filled with theseven last plaguescame to me andtalked with me, say-ing, ‘Come, I willshow you the bride,the Lamb’s wife.’
 “And he carriedme away in the Spir-it to a great and high mountain, andshowed me the greatcity, the holy Jeru-salem, descending outof heaven from God,having the glory ofGod. Her light waslike a most preciousstone, like a jasperstone, clear as crystal”(Revelation 21:9-11).Here is the womanwho forever will radi-ate the light and truthof God.
 She will expandinto an immense cityof faithful and obedi-ent servants of God—the everlasting holycity of New Jerusalem.Notice God’s finalwarning in Revelation:“And if anyone takesaway from the wordsof the book of thisprophecy, God shall
 take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city,and from the things which are written in this book” (Revelation 22:19).
 The apostle John saw a vision of a woman clad in scarlet and riding abeast with seven heads and 10 horns. This woman represents a false reli-gious system responsible for the persecution and murder of God’s saints.It will play a major role in world events just before Christ’s return.
 Winston Taylor
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when he says: “Now the beast which I sawwas like a leopard [the Greek empire], hisfeet were like the feet of a bear [the PersianEmpire], and his mouth like the mouth of a lion [ancient Babylon]. The dragon gavehim his power, his throne, and greatauthority” (verse 2).
 Notice how powerful this beast, pos-sessing many key characteristics of thepersecuting empires preceding it, will be in its end-time manifestation: “And all theworld marveled and followed the beast.
 So they worshiped the dragon who gaveauthority to the beast; and they worshipedthe beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast?Who is able to make war with him?’
 “And he was given a mouth speakinggreat things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blasphemeHis name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. It was granted tohim to make war with the saints and to
 overcome them. And authority was givenhim over every tribe, tongue, and nation”(Revelation 13:3-7).
 The book of Revelation reveals, frommore than one perspective, the emergenceof a vast end-time empire governed from agreat city God labels “Babylon the great”(Revelation 17:5, 18). The empire is des-tined to become the world’s dominantsuperpower. Satan will use it as his princi-pal weapon against Christ and His peopleat the end of the age.
 The ‘Time of Jacob’s Trouble’
 Shortly after the return of Christ, all of the descendants ofancient Israel—including the descendants of the so-called
 lost 10 tribes—will again gather and resettle in Palestine.Jerusalem will once more be the capital city of the restored 12tribes of Israel, as well as the capital of the world.
 This reunion of all 12 tribes is described in some detail inEzekiel 37:15-28. God also explained it to the prophet Jeremiah:“For behold, the days are coming . . . that I will bring back fromcaptivity My people Israel and Judah . . . And I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shallpossess it” (Jeremiah 30:3).
 But God also indicated to Jeremiah that, while Hewould allow the futuredescendants of the ancientkingdoms of Israel and Judahto fall into captivity, He wouldalso rescue some of themfrom it. He calls this end-timecatastrophe—especially onthe descendants of ancientIsrael’s northern kingdom,now known only as the lost10 tribes—the time of Jacob’strouble: “Alas! For that day isgreat, so that none is like it;and it is the time of Jacob’strouble, but he shall be savedout of it” (Jeremiah 30:7).
 God revealed to Danielthat such a time of troublewould occur at the time of the end: “At that timeMichael shall stand up, thegreat prince who standswatch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time oftrouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to thattime” (Daniel 12:1).
 This and other prophecies indicate that Satan’s wrath duringthe last days will be directed not only toward faithful Christiansbut also toward the ethnic descendants of all of Israel—the Jewsas well as the descendants of the lost 10 tribes whose identitySatan has never forgotten. It apparently will be especiallydirected toward the modern-day descendants of Ephraim andManasseh, the English-speaking peoples that sprang fromdescendants of the British Isles.
 Notice the reassurances God gives to the beleaguered peopleof Israel in the last days:
 “‘So then, the days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when peo-ple will no longer say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who broughtthe Israelites up out of Egypt,’ but they will say, ‘As surely as theLORD lives, who brought the descendants of Israel up out of theland of the north and out of all the countries where he had ban-ished them.’ Then they will live in their own land’” (Jeremiah23:7-8, NIV).
 “‘Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says the LORD,‘nor be dismayed, O Israel;for behold, I will save youfrom afar, and your seedfrom the land of their captiv-ity. Jacob shall return, haverest and be quiet, and noone shall make him afraid’”(Jeremiah 30:10).
 “See, I will bring themfrom the land of the northand gather them from theends of the earth. Amongthem will be the blind andthe lame, expectant mothersand women in labor; a greatthrong will return. They willcome with weeping; theywill pray as I bring them back. . . I will lead them . . .because I am Israel’s father,and Ephraim is my firstbornson’” (Jeremiah 31:8-9, NIV).
 “On that day you will notbe put to shame for all thewrongs you have done to
 me . . . But I will leave within you the meek and humble, whotrust in the name of the LORD. The remnant of Israel will do nowrong; they will speak no lies, nor will deceit be found in theirmouths. They will eat and lie down and no one will make themafraid” (Zephaniah 3:11-13, NIV).
 Once Christ rescues the ethnic descendants of ancient Israelfrom this “time of Jacob’s trouble” in the last days, He will usethem to fulfill the role their forefathers agreed to carry out inthe time of Moses. He will make them the world’s model people,a nation of teachers, a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:6; compareDeuteronomy 4:5-8; Zechariah 8:23).
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 As the time of Jesus Christ’s return draws near, Satan willdirect his wrath not only toward faithful Christians, buttoward the physical descendants of all Israel. The Biblerefers to this as the “time of Jacob’s trouble.”
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Satan will cause the human dictator ofthe end-time beastlike empire—who alsois referred to as “the beast”—to be wor-shiped worldwide. Satan will give thiscoming dictator the power to transform his(and Satan’s) political and military objec-tives into a worldwide religious crusade.
 John explains: “All who dwell on theearth will worship him, whose names havenot been written in the Book of Life of theLamb slain from the foundation of theworld” (Revelation 13:8).
 The religious factor
 Next John says: “Then I saw anotherbeast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like adragon. He exercised all the authority ofthe first beast on his behalf, and made theearth and its inhabitants worship the firstbeast, whose fatal wound had been healed”(Revelation 13:11-12, NIV).
 Who is the second beast? He is a toolof Satan who uses his position and author-ity to influence humankind to worship thefirst beast.
 How will he persuade the masses toaccept such arrogance? He will be a skill-ful deceiver directly manipulated andempowered by Satan. “He performs greatsigns, so that he even makes fire comedown from heaven on the earth in the sightof men. And he deceives those who dwellon the earth by those signs which he wasgranted to do in the sight of the beast,telling those who dwell on the earth tomake an image to the beast who waswounded by the sword and lived. He wasgranted power to give breath to the imageof the beast, that the image of the beastshould both speak and cause as many aswould not worship the image of the beastto be killed” (verses 13-15).
 John later describes the powerful reli-gious leader as “the false prophet who hadperformed the miraculous signs on his [thebeast’s] behalf” (Revelation 19:20, NIV).
 Paul also predicted the coming of asuperpowerful deceiver: “And then thelawless one will be revealed, whom theLord will consume with the breath of Hismouth and destroy with the brightness ofHis coming. The coming of the lawlessone is according to the working of Satan,with all power, signs, and lying wonders,and with all unrighteous deceptionamong those who perish, because theydid not receive the love of the truth, thatthey might be saved” (2 Thessalonians2:8-10). Tragically, most people will be
 hoodwinked into believing him.
 Is emperor worship again possible?
 To most of us the prophesied scenarioof the coming worldwide worship of thebeast—much like the worship of theRoman emperors of old—may appear too incredible ever to recur in this modernera. But as recently as World War II theJapanese people were required to worshipthe emperor of Japan. Their soldiersenthusiastically waged war on his behalf.
 We should also remember that in ourlifetime many religious leaders have arisenwho have represented themselves as divinebeings in the flesh. Some have successfullyseduced many thousands of followersfrom all walks of life. At times theirdeluded disciples have willingly forfeitedtheir lives at such leaders’whim.
 The idea that the modern masses couldnever be deluded by a fanatical leader—especially one with a powerfully charis-matic personality—is simply not true.History proves it is all too possible.
 The second beast described in Revela-tion 13 represents himself as a lamb (likeChrist) but speaks like a dragon (the devil).He will seduce the world into worshipingthe first beast (verse 12). He will eveninfluence and seduce the merchants ofinternational commerce to such an extent“that no one may buy or sell except onewho has the mark or the name of the beast,or the number of his name” (verse 17).(For additional information about the markand number of the beast, see “The Markand Number of the Beast,” page 23).
 Winners and losers
 The inevitable outcome of Satan’s waragainst the servants of God is the subjectof chapter 14 and the first four verses ofchapter 15. Here the real winners andlosers are clearly delineated in divine discourse delivered by angels.
 Christ, represented as a Lamb, is pic-tured standing on Mount Zion in Jeru-salem in the midst of the 144,000 whohave “His Father’s name written on theirforeheads” (Revelation 14:1). These aredescribed as those who have faithfully followed Christ, the Lamb, instead of the beast even during this time of greattribulation (verse 4).
 John describes these loyal and worthyservants of Christ as “without fault beforethe throne of God” (verses 4-5). He contin-ues: “And I saw what looked like a sea ofglass mixed with fire and, standing beside
 the sea, those who had been victoriousover the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harpsgiven them by God and sang the song ofMoses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb . . .” (Revelation 15:2-3, NIV;compare 14:3).
 John sees them, in his vision, singingand rejoicing. He sees them confident andfilled with faith that they will emergefrom this great spiritual conflict as thereal winners.
 John also sees that before this war isover “every nation, tribe, language andpeople” will have this “eternal gospel”message proclaimed to them: “Fear Godand give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him whomade the heavens, the earth . . .” (Revela-tion 14:6-7, NIV). During this time theimpending fall and destruction of thatgreat city Babylon the Great is announcedby another angel (verse 8).
 John also plainly identifies the losers inthe war for the spiritual control of human-ity: “If anyone worships the beast and hisimage, and receives his mark on his fore-head or on his hand, he himself shall alsodrink of the wine of the wrath of God,which is poured out full strength into thecup of His indignation” (verse 9-10).
 The judgment of people who follow theways of Satan, a judgment God’s servantshave long anticipated, is at hand. Thesaints have every reason to be confident inthe outcome. But their trials are not over:“This calls for patient endurance on thepart of the saints who obey God’s com-mandments and remain faithful to Jesus.Then I heard a voice from heaven say,‘Write: Blessed are the dead who die in theLord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit,‘they will rest from their labour, for theirdeeds will follow them’” (verses 12-13,NIV). Apparently, to the very end Satanwill send his deceived human instrumentsto pursue and murder those who truly tryto obey and serve God.
 Then follows a description of Christ andan angel removing the wicked and theirwickedness from the earth like a farmerwould remove grain from a field with asickle or “gather the clusters of grapesfrom the earth’s vine” (verses 14-18, NIV).Those who are gathered are thrown “intothe great winepress of God’s wrath”(verses 19-20, NIV). God will express Hiswrath through “the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath iscompleted” (Revelation 15:1, NIV).
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own through the ages God’s ser-vants have asked certain ques-tions again and again: Whenwill God put an end to wicked-
 ness? When will He eliminate Satan’s influ-ence? When will man’s inhumanity to hisfellowman cease?
 Read on for the answers to these questions!
 John writes: “Then I saw another por-tent in heaven, great and amazing: sevenangels with seven plagues, which are thelast, for with them the wrath of God isended . . . Then one of the four living creatures gave the seven angels sevengolden bowls full of the wrath of God . . .”(Revelation 15:1, 7, NRSV).
 Before we examine the nature of thisfinal phase of God’s punishments on humanbeings who have refused to repent (Revela-tion 16:9, 11), we need to get our bearingsregarding the setting of these plagues.
 As we have already seen, those whoworship the beast and his image will be therecipients of the “full strength” of God’s“indignation” that these seven last plaguesrepresent. Also, these things will be com-pleted “in the presence of the Lamb”(Revelation 14:9-10). These words indi-cate that all of the seven last plagues willoccur within a brief time. As Christdescends through the clouds “every eyewill see Him” (Revelation 1:7; compareActs 1:9-11). These verses imply that, asthese punishments occur, Christ’s directinvolvement with them will be visible tothe whole world.
 It is important to remember that theseseven last plagues represent final aspectsof the seventh trumpet or the “third woe,”including the return of Christ (Revelation11:14-15). One purpose for His return is to “destroy those who destroy the earth”(verse 18). In other words, Jesus plans topersonally oversee the final phase of thedestruction of Satan’s kingdom.
 The seven last plagues will completeGod’s punishment and destruction of theevil and satanic system of government,culture and religion that began in ancientBabylon. How will God bring this phase of His plan to a close? What impact will
 its completion have on the nations?God’s plan in destroying Satan’s king-
 dom—with special focus on its leadingcity, Babylon the Great—is designed tochange the worship patterns and practicesof the whole world. After He completesthat destruction “all nations shall come andworship before” God (Revelation 15:4).
 That will be an incredible reversal.Why? Because at the beginning of theplagues those nations are engrossed in the“worship [of] the beast and his image”(Revelation 14:11). This includes the “wor-ship [of] demons, and idols of gold, silver,brass, stone, and wood, which can neithersee nor hear nor walk” (Revelation 9:20).
 Not only must Satan’s kingdom bedestroyed, but the citizens of every nationmust understand that God, who gave the Ten Commandments to ancient Israel,is the source of the destruction. Theymust see that the gods and idols theyserve are utterly defenseless and power-less before God, whom they have refusedto obey. Chapters 16-20 of Revelationgive us details that show the living Godaccomplishing this.
 The seven last plagues
 “Then I heard a loud voice from thetemple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go,pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrathon the earth’” (Revelation 16:1). God care-fully chose each of these seven punish-ments. Each will cause the kingdom of thebeast to reap what it sowed.
 Each is directly related to the sins of the evil system as a whole, a systemfocused on enjoying pleasures and richesregardless of the harm they inflict on oth-ers. Notice the attitude of people in gen-eral “in the last days.” Paul describes themas “lovers of themselves, lovers of money. . . without self-control, brutal, . . . loversof pleasure rather than lovers of God,having a form of godliness but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).
 He describes them as obsessed withknowledge but woefully lacking in under-standing—“always learning and never ableto come to the knowledge of the truth”(verse 7). This is a thoroughly deceived
 society. Those in it who have understoodand practiced what is true and just havebeen persecuted and killed because theywere out of step with that society’s twistedviews and attitudes.
 God shows He will reach the minds ofthese people by causing them to reap whatthey had been sowing. That is what theseven last plagues will accomplish.
 “The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly and painfulsores broke out on the people who had themark of the beast and worshipped hisimage” (Revelation 16:2, NIV). Their mis-guided worship—their form of godlinesswithout substance—has been the primecause of the pain inflicted on God’s ser-vants. So the first plague turns that anguishback on its perpetrators.
 “The second angel poured out his bowlon the sea, and it turned into blood like thatof a dead man, and every living thing inthe sea died” (verse 3, NIV). The kingdomof the beast had been systematically killingthe servants of God. Now the sea becomesa lake of blood. Densely populated coastalareas will be blanketed with the stench ofblood and dead fish. The returning Christwill force those supporting the beast’s war-fare against His servants to be personallyovertaken with the stench and repugnanceof death.
 “The third angel poured out his bowlon the rivers and springs of water, andthey became blood. Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: ‘You arejust in these judgments, you who are andwho were, the Holy One, because youhave so judged; for they have shed theblood of your saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink asthey deserve.’And I heard the altarrespond: ‘Yes, Lord God Almighty, trueand just are your judgments’” (verses 4-7,NIV). Remember, all of this is happeningvery quickly “in the presence of the holyangels and in the presence of the Lamb”(Revelation 14:10).
 “The fourth angel poured out his bowlon the sun, and the sun was given power toscorch people with fire. They were searedby the intense heat and they cursed the
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name of God, who had control over theseplagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him” (Revelation 16:8-9, NIV).
 Satan’s kingdom is founded on a “formof godliness” (2 Timothy 3:5) that hasconsistently substituted many of the tradi-tions that began in ancient Babylon for thecommandments of God. His kingdom hasbeen at “war with [those] . . . who keep thecommandments of God and have the testi-mony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17).Therefore God, who has control of every-thing everywhere, will turn against thatkingdom the very sun they unwittingly still worship.
 Our modern custom of substitutingSunday—the day originally dedicated bythe pagans for worshipping the sun—inplace of the biblical seventh-day Sabbathis one clear example of such worship.
 Also, the custom of keeping Christmascomes from another ancient tradition ofcelebrating the annual “rebirth” of the sun at the winter solstice. As almost anyencyclopedia will tell you, Dec. 25 was
 celebrated in ancient pagan religions as the birthday of the sun, then lateradopted as the supposed birthday ofChrist. (To better understand God’s per-spective on such practices, be sure torequest your free copy of Holidays orHoly Days: Does It Matter Which DaysWe Keep?)
 Jesus reprimanded the people of Hiscentury for substituting human traditionsfor God’s commands: “. . . In vain theyworship Me, teaching as doctrines thecommandments of men” and “All toowell you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition”(Mark 7:7, 9).
 “The fifth angel poured out his bowl onthe throne of the beast, and his kingdomwas plunged into darkness. Men gnawedtheir tongues in agony and cursed the Godof heaven because of their pains and theirsores, but they refused to repent of whatthey had done” (Revelation 16:10-11,NIV). God now adds the terror of totaldarkness to the pain of the sores, the stench
 of blood and the excruciating heat they are already experiencing. Darkness is anappropriate plague because of the spiritualdarkness the beast has cast upon the world.
 The nations gather to fight Christ
 “The sixth angel poured out his bowlon the great river Euphrates, and its waterwas dried up to prepare the way for thekings from the East. Then I saw three evilspirits that looked like frogs; they cameout of the mouth of the dragon, out of themouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. They are spirits ofdemons performing miraculous signs,and they go out to the kings of the wholeworld, to gather them for the battle on thegreat day of God Almighty . . . Then theygathered the kings together to the placethat in Hebrew is called Armageddon”(verses 12-16, NIV).
 Again let’s remember that the sevenlast plagues are the culmination of theseventh trumpet or the third woe. As wesaw earlier, the sixth trumpet (the second
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 Satan: The Great Seducer
 Why will so many people zealously follow Satan’s decep-tive ways to their death? There are two primary causes.
 The first arises from human nature and man’s innate hostilitytoward God’s ways (Romans 8:7). The second cause is Satan’smastery in deceiving people.
 How does Satan achieve his deception? He uses people todeceive other people. He especially likes to use people whoseem, from outward appearances, to be trustworthy.
 A faithful follower of God must exercise care that he is “aworker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). In other words, he must knowwhat the Bible really teaches and use it correctly. He mustrefuse to gullibly accept a religious practice just because every-one else does it” or because it appears right on the surface.Otherwise he is likely to be deceived.
 Paul lamented what was happening to some in his day.“For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus otherthan the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spiritfrom the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough”(2 Corinthians 11:4, NIV). When false teachers twist and dis-tort the message of the Scriptures, sincere people often failto see through their deceptions.
 Paul continues: “For such are false apostles, deceitful work-ers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And nowonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. Itis not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants ofrighteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve”(verses 13-15, NIV).
 Paul warned that even believers could be led to gulliblyaccept doctrines taught by false teachers—should they
 become negligent in studying the Scriptures to verify the truthof their beliefs.
 Jesus had earlier warned that Satan and his agents wouldconstantly seek to distract and deceive people in an attempt toturn them against God’s truth. “Some people are like seedalong the path, where the word is sown,” said Christ. “As soonas they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that wassown in them” (Mark 4:15, NIV).
 He bluntly warned of Satan’s deceptive approach: “Bewareof false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, butinwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them bytheir fruits” (Matthew 7:15-16).
 At the time of the end Satan will not change his pattern. Hewill raise up a powerful false prophet whose influence will notbe hindered by political boundaries. Satan will lead the Baby-lonish religious system centered in Rome and use his prophet todeceive a gullible world that will not carefully check the Bibleto see if what he says is really from God (Revelation 19:20).
 Paul describes the effect of the deception: “The coming ofthe lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satandisplayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and won-ders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are per-ishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth andso be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delu-sion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be con-demned who have not believed the truth but have delightedin wickedness” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, NIV).
 Never underestimate the skill Satan exercises in deceivinghumanity. The book of Revelation plainly says he is “thatancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the wholeworld astray” (Revelation 12:9, NIV).
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woe) introduced the beginning of a global military conflict.
 In anticipation of Christ’s appearancein the clouds, God has allowed Satan andhis demons to create seemingly miracu-lous signs to motivate world leaders tomove their armies into the Holy Land.Satan’s objective has always been to fightChrist at His return with the armies of theworld. The armies are now gathered atMegiddo on a large plain about 55 milesnorth of Jerusalem. The final battle, totake place at Jerusalem (Zechariah 14),is about to begin.
 “Then the seventh angel poured out hisbowl into the air, and a loud voice cameout of the temple of heaven, from thethrone, saying, ‘It is done!’” (Revelation16:17). All of God’s efforts to reason withhuman beings are now over. Yet humanitystill stubbornly refuses to repent.
 As mankind’s Savior descends to earth,John explains that “great Babylon” is“remembered before God, to give her thecup of the wine of the fierceness of Hiswrath” (verse 19).
 This is accomplished partly by “a greatearthquake, such a mighty and great earth-quake as had not occurred since men wereon the earth” (verse 18). Islands andmountains disappear as the earth shakesand shudders (verse 20).
 Notice what accompanies these vastearthly convulsions: “From the sky hugehailstones of about a hundred poundseach” batter the earth and its inhabitants(verse 21, NIV). Satan’s modern “Baby-lonian” kingdom is being systematicallydemolished.
 Why Babylon the Great is destroyed
 Chapters 17-19 explain the reason for theharlot city’s destruction. They also describethe fate of the armies Satan has persuadedto fight against Christ as He descends to theMount of Olives just outside the Old City of Jerusalem.
 We have already seen that Satan’s influence on mankind, especially over the kingdom of the beast, emanates from “the great harlot [city] who sits on manywaters, with whom the kings of the earthcommitted fornication, and the inhabitantsof the earth were made drunk with thewine of her fornication” (Revelation 17:1-2). “She has become a home for demonsand a haunt for every evil spirit . . .”(Revelation 18:2).
 The modern heir of ancient Babylon’smystery religion, the city of Rome is
 described as “drunk with the blood of thesaints and with the blood of the martyrs ofJesus” (Revelation 17:6). More than anyother city, Rome, under the influence of agreat religious system, has orchestrated thepersecution and martyrdom of “those whokeep the commandments of God and thefaith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12).
 Pictured as a harlot sitting astride thebeast—the 10-king empire of which she isthe cultural and spiritual center—this infa-mous city has exerted a vast influence overthe earth’s “peoples, multitudes, nationsand languages” (Revelation 17:15, NIV).For a while she has enjoyed the status andfame of being the city that “reigns over thekings of the earth” (verse 18).
 In the end, however, her honeymoonwith political leaders will turn sour. Thekings supporting her widespread influencewill come to despise her. Possibly they willfinally recognize that God is not with her,that her claims of divine support are a lie.
 Whatever the reason, they will turn onher with a vengeance. “The beast and theten horns you saw will hate the prostitute.They will bring her to ruin and leave hernaked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into theirhearts to accomplish his purpose by agree-ing to give the beast their power to rule,until God’s words are fulfilled” (verses 16-17, NIV).
 Chapter 18 describes the reaction of many of the world’s most prominent people—especially rulers and merchants—to the burning of this mighty city.“When the kings of the earth who com-mitted adultery with her and shared herluxury see the smoke of her burning, theywill weep and mourn over her . . . Theywill stand far off and cry: ‘Woe! Woe,O great city, O Babylon, city of power! Inone hour your doom has come!’The mer-chants of the earth will weep and mournover her . . .” (verses 9-11, NIV).
 The commercial aspects of Satan’skingdom, as described in chapter 18,reflect the favoritism and greed that havedriven the entire system. Those who prof-ited most include the “merchants . . . whobecame rich by her,” the “shipmaster”and “all who travel by ship, sailors, and asmany as trade on the sea” (verses 15, 17).“Your merchants were the world’s greatmen,” proclaims an angel. “By yourmagic spell all the nations were ledastray” (verse 23, NIV).
 With her fall the culture of Satan’sempire collapses. His kingdom falls apart.
 God has warned His people not to getcaught up in this evil system lest they,too, become victims of her destruction.“Then I heard another voice from heavensay: ‘Come out of her, my people, . . . so that you will not receive any of herplagues; for her sins are piled up toheaven, and God has remembered hercrimes. Give back to her as she has given;pay her back double for what she hasdone. Mix her a double portion from herown cup. Give her as much torture andgrief as the glory and luxury she gave her-self . . . She will be consumed by fire, formighty is the Lord God who judges her”(verses 4-8, NIV).
 All of creation is told, “Rejoice overher, O heaven, and you holy apostles andprophets, for God has avenged you onher!” (verse 20).
 The theme of rejoicing continues intothe next chapter: “After this I heard whatsounded like the roar of a great multitudein heaven shouting: ‘Hallelujah! Salvationand glory and power belong to our God,for true and just are his judgments. He hascondemned the great prostitute who cor-rupted the earth by her adulteries. He hasavenged on her the blood of his servants’”(Revelation 19:1-2, NIV).
 Christ’s victory
 John now describes the magnificentreturn of Christ to Jerusalem: “I sawheaven standing open and there beforeme was a white horse, whose rider iscalled Faithful and True. With justice hejudges and makes war . . . and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heavenwere following him, riding on whitehorses and dressed in fine linen, whiteand clean. Out of his mouth comes asharp sword with which to strike downthe nations. ‘He will rule them with aniron scepter.’ He treads the winepress ofthe fury of the wrath of God Almighty.On his robe and on his thigh he has thisname written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD
 OF LORDS” (verses 11-16, NIV).Let’s not forget that Satan has gathered
 the armies of the nations to Jerusalem tofight Christ (verse 19). At this point Godis giving Satan the freedom to instigatethe ultimate rebellion. But even in hisrebellion Satan is carrying out God’s pur-pose. God wants to make it clear that allthe armies of the earth are nothing com-pared to the power of His King—the conquering Messiah—who returns to the holy city of Jerusalem.
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Long ago God prophesied: “I willgather all the nations to Jerusalem to fightagainst it . . . Then the Lord will go out andfight against those nations, as he fights inthe day of battle. On that day his feet willstand on the Mount of Olives, east ofJerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will besplit in two from east to west, forming agreat valley . . .” (Zechariah 14:2-4, NIV).He adds: “The LORD will be king over thewhole earth. On that day there will be oneLORD, and his name the only name” (verse9, NIV).
 Notice Christ dealing with the opposingarmies: “This is the plaguewith which the LORD willstrike all the nations thatfought against Jerusalem:Their flesh will rot whilethey are still standing ontheir feet, their eyes will rotin their sockets, and theirtongues will rot in theirmouths. On that day menwill be stricken by the LORD
 with great panic. Each manwill seize the hand ofanother, and they will attackeach other. Judah too willfight at Jerusalem. The wealthof all the surrounding nationswill be collected—great quan-tities of gold and silver and clothing”(verses 12-14).
 An angel then summons scavengerbirds to feast on the flesh of the armies(Revelation 19:17-18, 21). Then “the beastwas captured, and with him the falseprophet who had performed the miracu-lous signs on his behalf. With these signshe had deluded those who had received themark of the beast and worshipped hisimage. The two of them were thrown aliveinto the fiery lake of burning sulphur”(verse 20, NIV). (See “Satan: The GreatSeducer,” p. 27.)
 As the kingdom of the beast is disman-tled and destroyed, Satan and his demonsmust be stopped from deceiving andmanipulating. Therefore an angel “seizedthe dragon, that ancient serpent, who is thedevil, or Satan, and bound him for a thou-sand years. He threw him into the Abyss,and locked and sealed it over him, to keephim from deceiving the nations any moreuntil the thousand years were ended”(Revelation 20:2-3, NIV).
 Satan’s control over “this present evilage” (Galatians 1:4; 1 John 5:19) is then ter-minated for the next 1,000 years. The battle
 for the control of the earth is finished.
 Christ makes the saints rulers with Him
 The peaceful 1,000-year rule of Christnow begins. John immediately sees Jesusrewarding the saints for the suffering theyhave endured at the hand of Satan and hisBabylonian system. John watched as mar-tyrs “came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years” (Revelation 20:4, NIV;see also Revelation 22:12).
 As His faithful servants receive eternallife at the time of their resurrection, Jesus
 begins fulfilling His word that they wouldbe corulers with Him. He had promised:“To him who overcomes and does my willto the end, I will give authority over thenations” and “to him who overcomes,I will give the right to sit with me on mythrone, just as I overcame and sat downwith my Father on his throne” (Revelation2:26; 3:21; NIV).
 “Blessed and holy are those who havepart in the first resurrection,” writes John.“The second death has no power overthem, but they will be priests of God andof Christ and will reign with him for athousand years” (Revelation 20:6, NIV).
 Daniel long ago also observed this wonderful occasion in a vision: “Then thesovereignty, power and greatness of thekingdoms under the whole heaven will behanded over to the saints, the people of theMost High. His kingdom will be an ever-lasting kingdom, and all rulers will wor-ship and obey him” (Daniel 7:27, NIV).
 This is the beginning of the wonderfulera so often referred to by students of theBible as the Millennium. For details aboutwhat will occur during Christ’s millennialreign, be sure to request your free copy
 of The Gospel of the Kingdom, What IsYour Destiny? and You Can UnderstandBible Prophecy.
 The final judgment
 We saw earlier that Satan will be con-strained during the Millennium. Yet wealso read: “After that, he must be set freefor a short time” (Revelation 20:3, NIV).
 During the Millennium many will beborn who will not be exposed to Satan’sinfluence. God’s way will be the only waythey will have ever known. Yet the Scrip-tures reveal that God tests people to see if
 their obedience is from theheart (Deuteronomy 8:2;Revelation 2:10). One wayHe does this is to allowthem to choose betweengood and evil (Deuteron-omy 30:19). John indicatesthis will happen at the endof the Millennium.
 Notice how it will occur:“When the thousand yearsare over, Satan will bereleased from his prisonand will go out to deceivethe nations in the four cor-ners of the earth—Gog andMagog—to gather them forbattle. In number they are
 like the sand on the seashore. Theymarched across the breadth of the earthand surrounded the camp of God’s people,the city he loves. But fire came down fromheaven and devoured them” (Revelation20:7-9, NIV).
 God does not reveal if this is the onlytest He will use during the Millennium to separate insincere people from thosewho are sincere. But it will certainly bethe final and most significant test of the1,000 years. It will be a vital part of thejudgment process.
 Now comes the time for Satan’s per-manent constraint: “And the Devil whodeceived them was cast into the Lake ofFire and Brimstone, where the beast andthe false prophet were. And he will be tormented day and night forever andever” (verse 10, Modern King James Version). He will never again be allowedto deceive anyone.
 A second resurrection
 But the process of judgment is not yetcomplete. The dead who died withoutrepenting before the beginning of the Millennium must be judged. In this final
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judgment God’s mercy and wisdombecome further apparent.
 Remember, faithful Christians are res-urrected at Christ’s return, at the beginningof the Millennium. Theirs was the “firstresurrection” (verse 5).
 The dead who are resurrected to appear“before the throne” of God (verse 12) after“the thousand years are over” (verse 7)have never fully known God and His ways.They have never comprehended what itmeans to really repent of their sins. Arethey resurrected to be condemned forever?Not at all. Notice the purpose of this second resurrection:
 “Then I saw a great whitethrone and Him who sat on it,from whose face the earth andthe heaven fled away. And therewas found no place for them.And I saw the dead, small andgreat, standing before God,and books [of the Bible] wereopened. And another book wasopened, which is the Book ofLife. And the dead were judgedaccording to their works, by thethings which were written in thebooks” (verses 11-12). They areresurrected, then judged by bib-lical standards—according totheir response to the spiritualenlightenment they now receivefor the first time.
 The word translated “books” in thispassage is biblia. It is from the root of thissame Greek word that we get the Englishword Bible. When God resurrects thesepeople He will explain the full meaning of the books of the Holy Scriptures tothem. When they respond and repent,their names also can be written in the book of life.
 But notice what happens to those who,after being resurrected and receiving aclear understanding of what God expectsof them, still refuse to repent. “And anyonenot found written in the Book of Life wascast into the lake of fire” (verse 15).
 Punishment of the incorrigibly wicked
 Other scriptures indicate that a thirdgroup must be resurrected to be includedin this final destruction of the wicked in thelake of fire.
 Jesus said that some would deliberatelyand knowingly despise the spiritual knowl-edge that God would open their minds tounderstand. This calculated blasphemy“against the Holy Spirit,” He said, will not
 be forgiven “either in this age or in the ageto come” (Matthew 12:31-32).
 Yet we are also told that “all who are inthe graves will hear [Christ’s] voice andcome forth; those who have done good, tothe resurrection of life, and those who havedone evil, to the resurrection of condemna-tion [judgment]” (John 5:29). Even thosewho have turned down all opportunities torepent and be forgiven must also be resur-rected from the dead in the day of judgment.
 These people have deliberatelyrejected God’s way of life—even afterthey have been “once enlightened, andhave tasted the heavenly gift, and have
 become partakers of the Holy Spirit”(Hebrews 6:4-6). They were once for-given and given the Holy Spirit. But after-wards they chose to reject God’s rule overhim and blaspheme the Holy Spirit.
 Therefore, say the Scriptures, becausethey maliciously “trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of thecovenant by which he was sanctified acommon thing, and insulted the Spirit ofgrace,” for them “there no longer remainsa sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearfulexpectation of judgment, and fiery indigna-tion which will devour the adversaries”(Hebrews 10:26-29).
 It is important that we understand the purpose of the lake of fire. God hasjudged that all the wicked must be burnedup. “‘For behold, the day is coming,burning like an oven, and all the proud,yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble.And the day which is coming shall burnthem up,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘Thatwill leave them neither root nor branch’”(Malachi 4:1).
 Therefore it appears that Revelation
 20:13-14, of necessity, must include thosefew among the wicked who have alreadybeen condemned to perish in the lake of fire.
 Victory over death
 This brings us to the time when, as Paulsaid, “death is swallowed up in victory”(1 Corinthians 15:54). By the end of thefinal judgment period all humans who haveever lived will have been given the opportu-nity to choose between life and death. Theycan repent and submit to God to receiveeternal life or refuse to repent and by sodoing choose eternal death. There will beno middle ground, no other choice.
 Some, sad to say, will stubbornly cling to their self-directed course in spite of allthe opportunities to repent thatGod makes available to them.God will not force eternal lifeon anyone. Those who know-ingly choose not to repent willbe judged by their actions anddestroyed in the lake of fire.This is truly an act of mercy,since such persons would bringperpetual misery on them-selves and others forever.
 When all is finished we aretold: “Then Death and Hadeswere cast into the lake of fire.This is the second death”(Revelation 20:14). The judg-
 ment of God is complete. Never again willthose who receive salvation have to feardeath. Death will have been swallowed up in victory.
 This fulfills one of Jesus’prophecies:“The Son of Man will send out His angels,and they will gather out of His kingdom allthings that offend, and those who practicelawlessness, and will cast them into thefurnace of fire. There will be wailing andgnashing of teeth. Then the righteous willshine forth as the sun in the kingdom oftheir Father. He who has ears to hear, lethim hear!” (Matthew 13:41-43).
 The inspiring explanation of the resur-rections teaches us that the reward ofGod’s faithful people is not to enter heavenupon death. Instead, it begins with the firstresurrection, when Jesus returns to estab-lish the Kingdom of God on earth. (For amore complete explanation of what hap-pens after death, and God’s promisedblessings for His obedient followers, besure to request the free booklets WhatHappens After Death? and Heaven andHell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?)
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esus tells us to pray to our heavenlyFather “Your kingdom come” (Mat-thew 6:10). He also tells us to “seekfirst the kingdom of God and His
 righteousness” (verse 33).What is the Kingdom of God that it
 should be our highest priority in life? Is itsimply a new or different administrativesystem directed by faithful servants of God?Or does it exceed our previous concepts ofwhat a kingdom is?
 The apostle Paul went right to the heartof the matter by explaining that “flesh and blood”—physical human beings—“cannot inherit the kingdom of God”(1 Corinthians 15:50). The Kingdom ofGod is the family of immortal beings—God and all His children. Those whomGod adds to His family will inherit andoversee “all things” that God has created(Revelation 21:7).
 Speaking of this destiny of man, theauthor of Hebrews wrote: “For in that He [God the Father] put all in subjectionunder him [man], He left nothing that isnot put under him. But now we do not yetsee all things put under him” (Hebrews2:8). Revelation 21-22 describes the timewhen “all things” will be under those whoenter the Kingdom of God.
 How, then, does a human being enterthe Kingdom? Paul explains: “This perishable body must be clothed with the imperishable, and what is mortal withimmortality. And when this perishablebody has been clothed with the imperish-able and our mortality has been clothedwith immortality, then the saying of scrip-ture will come true: ‘Death is swallowedup; victory is won!’” (1 Corinthians 15:53-54, Revised English Bible). The Kingdomof God is something humans can enteronly by receiving the gift of eternal life as children of God.
 Notice something essential for receiv-ing the gift of eternal life: “At that time thedisciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who thenis greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’Then Jesus called a little child to Him,set him in the midst of them, and said,‘Assuredly, I say to you, unless you areconverted and become as little children,
 you will by no means enter the kingdom ofheaven. Therefore whoever humbles him-self as this little child is the greatest in thekingdom of heaven’” (Matthew 18:1-4).
 A necessary conversion—a transforma-tion of our way of thinking—is needed.This transformation is possible onlythrough the kind of humility that producesgenuine repentance, which, after acknowl-edgment through the ceremony of baptism,can be completed through the gift of God’sSpirit working in our lives (Acts 2:38).
 As mankind’s Savior, Jesus of Nazarethpaved the way for us to inherit the Kingdomof God by opening the door to eternal lifethrough the forgiveness of sin. That requiredthat His first coming be devoted to teachingand explaining repentance and to allowingHimself to be crucified for the sins ofhumanity. That is why Mark wrote: “AfterJohn was put in prison, Jesus went intoGalilee, proclaiming the good news of God.‘The time has come,’he said. ‘The kingdomof God is near. Repent and believe the goodnews!’” (Mark 1:14-15, NIV).
 At His first coming Jesus trained disci-ples who would, after His crucifixion andresurrection, help establish His Church. Hecame the first time to lay the foundation forthe establishing of the Kingdom of God.
 At His second coming the firstfruits ofGod’s spiritual harvest (James 1:18; John4:35-36) will receive eternal life and enterthe Kingdom. These spiritual firstfruitswill then reign with Christ until the lastphase of God’s judgment, when the finalseparation of the righteous from thewicked is complete.
 Revelation 21-22 describe at that pointa new and dramatically different heavenand earth. It is also at that point that all thechildren of God—all who inherit eternallife in the Kingdom of God—begin toexperience the fullness of their salvation.What will it be like?
 The community of God’s children
 John writes: “Now I saw a new [trans-formed] heaven and a new [transformed]earth, for the first heaven and the firstearth [in their former state] had passedaway. Also there was no more sea. Then
 I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,coming down out of heaven from God,prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:1-2).
 This description of God’s immortalchildren is that of a family communitygrown large enough to inhabit a city “fif-teen hundred miles” square and equally ashigh (verse 16, NRSV). This community is described as a bride, “the Lamb’s wife”(verse 9), who will be subject in everythingto Christ as her husband (Ephesians 5:24).
 This wonderful city will be the home ofGod’s family. He “will dwell with them,and they shall be His people” (Revelation21:3). The peace, harmony and content-ment in the family community of the savedwill be so great that “there shall be nomore death, nor sorrow, nor crying. Thereshall be no more pain, for the formerthings have passed away” (verse 4). Allwho previously chose to reject the way oflife that produces love, peace and coopera-tion will have already perished “in the lakewhich burns with fire and brimstone,which is the second death” (verse 8).
 God describes the nature of the city ofNew Jerusalem. It is depicted as havingbeen built of the finest and most valuablematerials. It is exquisitely adorned like abride wearing the finest of jewelry. Itreflects the very “glory of God” (verses 9-11, 18-21).
 This family community is organizedunder “the names of the twelve tribes ofthe children of Israel” with its “twelvefoundations” having on them “the namesof the twelve apostles of the Lamb”(verses 12, 14).
 Clearly, this is the end result of whatGod began with Abraham, the father of thefamily that became ancient Israel. And thatwas only a forerunner of the eternal family,the family “of all those who believe”(Romans 4:11). The “light” illuminatingNew Jerusalem comes from God (Revela-tion 21:24). Nothing that “defiles, orcauses an abomination or a lie” will everbe allowed to enter it.
 A summary of the story of man
 When God created Adam and Eve, the
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first humans, He placed them in a gardenwith the tree of life. The fruit of that treerepresented the way of life God wantedthem to accept and follow. But near thetree of life was another tree, a tree whosefruit represented a mixture of good andevil. God commanded them to avoid thesecond tree. He would have preferred tospare them from reaping the fruits of a wayof life that is a mixture of good and evil.
 But Eve’s curiosity overwhelmed her.She yielded to the deceptive influence of “that serpent of old,” then persuadedAdam to join her in tasting the fruit of evil. All of mankind has followed them in that choice. The end result is the nearlyunimaginable human tragedy depicted inthe book of Revelation.
 But God was in no way defeated by this turn of events. He planned andintends to complete the redemption andsalvation of all who will repent. The bodyof repentant people will be so great whenall is said and done that it will become the incredible city of New Jerusalemdescribed in chapter 21.
 In Revelation 22 we see the communityof the saved in a setting similar to that of
 Adam and Eve. In New Jerusalem is ariver “flowing from the throne of God andof the Lamb down the middle of the greatstreet of the city. On each side of the riverstood the tree of life” (verses 1-2, NIV).
 The biblical story of man begins in agarden with his rejection of the tree of life.It closes with God’s immortal familydwelling together before His throne whileenjoying the fruits of the tree of life. It isthe kind of fruit—the product of righteousrelationships—that will make eternal lifeworth living.
 John writes: “The angel said to me,‘These words are trustworthy and true. TheLord, the God of the spirits of the proph-ets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place’”(verse 6, NIV).
 Our world is confused and deceived.But it won’t forever remain that way. JesusChrist gave us the book of Revelation toinspire confidence, hope and a clear pur-pose in life in all who will believe andserve the living God.
 Jesus Himself personally utters Revela-tion’s closing message: “And behold, I amcoming quickly, and My reward is with Me,
 to give to every one according to his work.I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Begin-ning and the End, the First and the Last . . .I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify toyou these things in the churches. I am theRoot and the Offspring of David, the Brightand Morning Star” (verses 12-13, 16).
 John ends with these words: “Amen.Even so, come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all”(verses 20-21).
 This wonderful future can be yours. You,too, can become one of God’s immortalsons, a member of His eternal family in theKingdom of God. You must, however, expe-rience true repentance, receive God’s Spiritand learn how to “keep the commandmentsof God” by refusing to be entangled in theways of this present evil world (Acts 2:38;Revelation 12:17; 2 Peter 2:20-21).
 To learn more about how you canaccomplish this, be sure to request yourfree copies of The Ten Commandments,What Is Your Destiny? and The Road ToEternal Life. For a broader look at biblicalprophecy be sure to request Are We Livingin the Time of the End? and You CanUnderstand Bible Prophecy.
 What Should You Do Now?
 The book of Revelation closes with a glimpse into the awe-some future God has in store for humanity—to live with
 Him as His immortal family forever in the Kingdom of God. Heinvites you, too, to have a part in this wonderful future.
 But just learning what God has revealed about the future isnot enough. With knowledge comes responsibility. To benefitfrom what you have learned, you must act on it.
 God inspired the writing of the book of Revelation tomake you think, to cause you to consider your future, to stim-ulate you to assume responsibility for your character andbehavior. It is only one of the 66 books that make up the Bibleand comprise God’s revelation to mankind.
 The Bible claims God as its real author—that all Scripture isHis revelation to mankind (1 Timothy 3:16). It claims to revealHis way of life, His values and character. Do youknow for certain whether that claim is true or not?
 Have you faced life’s really big questions: Is theBible true? Does God exist? Are you sure? Thesequestions affect your life—and youneed to find the answers.
 If you find such questionsoverwhelming and bewilder-ing, we’re here to help. We’veprepared several publications,all free of charge, that willhelp you answer them.
 If you believe God existsand the Bible is His Word, areyou shaping your own life
 according to that knowledge? Have you asked yourself:Where is my life going? Am I a part of the solution to thisworld’s problems? Or am I a part of the problems?
 If you want answers or are interested in learning about truerepentance, receiving God’s Spirit and learning how to keepthe commandments of God, request any or all of these freebooklets: Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist?, Creation orEvolution: Does It Really Matter What You Believe?, Is the BibleTrue?, How to Understand the Bible, The Ten Commandments,What Is Your Destiny? and The Road To Eternal Life.
 Also be sure to write for our other booklets on prophecy—The Gospel of the Kingdom, Are We Living in the Time of the End? and You Can Understand Bible Prophecy—to bet-ter understand what God reveals about the future and His
 coming Kingdom.Be sure as well to subscribe to The Good News
 magazine. Each issue analyzes world news in thelight of Bible prophecy and shows you how to
 live by God’s Word. Also, request ourfree Bible Study Course. Itsmonthly lessons will take youthrough the major themesand teachings of the Bible.
 All our literature is freewhen you contact any of ouroffices listed on page 2, or you can access our publications on our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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